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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing'’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,

Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988
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The Spring Real Estate Market

Listing inventory is low, interest rates are heading down and buyers are buying.
Savvy sellers are making strategic, cost-effective fixups and utilizing top-notch
marketing to sell their homes quickly.

Call me today for a free property evaluation and marketing plan.
Utilize my 20+ years of local success to achieve your real estate dreams.
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Results

Outgoing City Manager’s report focuses on recent crime

... continued from Page 6

Crime statistics are usu-
ally gone over in Febru-
ary or March, Sullivan
said, but crime numbers
in Orinda have gone
down.

The chief wanted to
clarify that contrary to
social media reports, the
victim in Orinda was not
surrounded by suspects,
but by one person in
particular, although
there were additional
people in a vehicle. And
he wanted to urge resi-
dents to report anything
they believe is suspicious
by calling the police, not

by putting it on social
media.

Biggs added that
some people may be re-
luctant to call 911, but
advised that the best
course of action is to
telephone the OPD non-
emergency number. The
chief noted that resi-
dents calling the non-
emergency line, (925)
646-2441, may get
through even faster than
calling 911 from a cell
phone. There is a phone
tree, he explained, but
it’s quick, and the re-
sponse time is usually
two to three minutes. He
advised residents to

watch for unusual
things, giving the exam-
ple of your neighbor’s
garage door being open
when it is usually closed,
and the neighbors are
not at home.

Additionally, Sulli-
van promised to expand
coffee with the cops,
perhaps moving to a
monthly event. He re-
minded people to never
leave anything in their
vehicles. He said he was
strongly for a town hall
on crime and what resi-
dents can do to prevent
crime, as well as sup-
porting neighborhood
watch programs.

The council also ap-
proved an executive
search path for replacing
Biggs as city manager,
while engaging in some
good-natured digs about
his priorities, choosing
his wife and family over
his position with the city.

Biggs, who will be with
the city for an additional
five months, noted that it
was a tough decision. “I
have really enjoyed my
time in Orinda,” Biggs
responded, “and I'd like
to believe that 'm too
young to really retire,”

but he explained that his
son and his wife and
their children have
moved to Los Angeles,
and Biggs and his wife
plan to move also to be
closer to them.

Council considers whether red
flag day parking restrictions
are too much

By Sora O’Doherty

Orinda residents shared
their opinions on sig-
nage and parking prohi-
bitions on red flag days
with the City Council on
Jan. 23. The council ac-
cepted the input and de-
ferred making any deci-
sions on the issue, asking
staff to do some further
research and bring the
matter back at a later
date.

Assistant Engineer
Kevin McCourt pre-
sented the staff report
and gave a brief history
of the program. He ex-
plained that fire season
is now from June to No-
vember, and although
there may be as many as
20 to 30 red flag days per
year, over the past two
years there have been
only about 14 events,
with only one last year.

The red flag day
parking program was
originally started as a
pilot, then put into place
on a permanent basis on
El Toyonal. The program
prohibits street parking
on red flag days when
the danger of fire is se-
vere and evacuations
may be required. After
the pilot program was
successfully imple-
mented, the city council
requested staff to ex-
pand the program based
on the evacuation routes
for northern Orinda.

In July 2022 the
council approved red
flag sign installations on
key evacuation routes.
Since then, according to
the staff report, issues
have been raised re-
garding the need for red
flag day restrictions on

Dalewood, the number
and types of signs on
Miner Road and other
streets in the expanded
area, the criteria used to
expand the program,
and how evacuation
routes are defined. The
current evacuation
routes were established
as part of the Safety Ele-
ment update approved
Jan. 31, 2023.

In public comment
on the expanded pro-
gram, the first com-
menter opined that the
program should be ter-
minated and existing
signs should be re-
moved. Flipping the
signs on red flag days is
a waste of staff time and
placing signs where
parking at any time is
impossible were also
cited as a waste of time
and money.

Liz Boyle raised the
issue of signs being
flipped on Dalewood on
Christmas Eve, when
there was no fire danger.
“I don’t know how it
happened,” she said, but
it took days to get the
sign flipped back up, and
other signs were flipped
on Happy Valley and
Sundown Terrace in late
December.

Lisa Rudolf stated
that while she didn’t
“want to beat a dead
horse,” the red flag
warning signs had been
requested by residents on
El Toyonal following a
community forum, but
she said that there was no
forum and Dalewood res-
idents did not request the
signs. “Very few people
park on Dalewood,” she

added, “and if there is a
fire heading towards
Dalewood there won’t be
any cars parked there.”
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35 years of experience in architectural design

KAPLAMN ARCHITECTS

www.kaplanarchitects.com
(510) 361-0223

Kelly Sopak, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 6006124
1 Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Fridays 9:00am to 4:30pm

Hablamos Espafiol

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Kelly Sopak Insurance Agcy Inc

Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:00pm

Evenings & Weekends by Appt

Surprisingly

great rates right
around the corner.

I'm your one-stop shop for the service you
deserve at a price you want.

Call me for surprisingly great rates and Good
Neighbor service right in your neighborhood.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

Individual premiums will vary by customer.
All applicants subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm-

positivity is in the air!

#1 performing agent in the Coldwell Banker Orinda
office and top 1% of Coldwell Banker nationwide.
Let my proven success and years of experience
help you get there!
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2024 is a target year for buyers and sellers to get to where they
are going...soon. Interest rates appear to be trending down and
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