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Acalanes Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR)
hosts annual tea and

scholarship awards ceremony
Submitted by Sarah Gorham

From left: Terry Lucido, Sarah Gorham, Eden Hall,
Hannah Raeder, Sahil Chada, Mary Carillo,
Matthew Olson, Emma Ngo, Natalie Baratz, Nia
Jackson Wright, Joanna Yu, Katherine Isabelle

Jacobson.

The Acalanes Chapter of
the Daughters of the
American Revolution
(DAR) hosted a high tea
at Moraga Valley Presby-
terian Church on Satur-
day, Feb 4, recognizing
five local seniors and
five East Bay fifth
graders. The seniors
participating in DAR’s
Good Citizens Program
submitted a packet ex-
hibiting the four quali-

pendability, service,
leadership, and patrio-
tism. The students had
the option to write an es-
say on this year's focus
question: “What are the
civic responsibilities of a
good citizen and why
are these duties, activi-
ties, and behaviors im-
portant to the shaping of
the America you hope to
experience?”

The overall winner

Photo provided

| District Level was

Katherine Jacobson from
Campolindo High
School, who was
awarded $1,000. Each
participant received a
flag flown over the US

| capitol in their name,

along with a $250

| award, and a Good Citi-

zens pin and certificate.
The fifth graders submit-
ted an informative essay
on John Philip Sousa’s
march “Stars and Stripes
Forever”, which was
first performed on May
14, 1897. Congratula-
tions to the first-place
winner Matthew Olsen,
who advanced to the
DAR’s District level. The
Acalanes Chapter Mem-
bers are delighted to re-
ward these talented and
patriotic students and
wish them well as they
continue their life's jour-
ney. For scholarship and
membership informa-
tion please
contact: sarahgorham@
yahoo.com and mary_
carillo@sbcglobal.net
Members of the
Acalanes DAR also cele-
brated Nancy Dupuis's
101st birthday at the
same event.
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Deborah Stephenson Reed

Sept. 14, 1969 - Feb. 27, 2024

Her family is deeply saddened to
share that Deborah Stephenson Reed
of Orinda, CA passed away at home
on February 27th, 2024, at the age of
54, due to complications of metastatic
breast cancer.

Deb was born to Robert K. and
Nancy J. Stephenson in Marin County
on September 14th, 1969. Deb grew
up in Davis, California and graduated
from St. Francis High School in Sacra-
mento. She attended the University
of Oregon and Simmons College,
graduating early (no surprise to those
who know her) with a B.A. in Ameri-
can Studies.

Deb and her future husband
Mitch Reed met the first day of ninth
grade in Spanish class. Mitch was madly in love with her from the second
he saw her bright eyes, her beautiful smile, and the incredible energy and
humor that drew everyone to her. Deb took a few years to be convinced of
Mitch’s merits, but once they began dating, they were together for the next
40 years. Deb and Mitch married in June 1991, and they moved into a tiny
apartment in Hoboken, NJ. Deb worked in adult special education in Man-
hattan, with a break in 1992 precipitated by the birth of the first of their
wonderful daughters, Hannah Jane. The family moved in 1996 to Northern
California, which was always where Deb’s heart was. Another daughter,
Elizabeth Virginia, joined the family in 1998. The family expanded again in
July 2020 and December 2022 with the birth of perfect grandchildren
Oliver Joseph and Lilly Wolf Olson, to Hannah and her husband Dr. Kyle
Olson.

While she is gone far too soon, Deb packed more into her 54 years
than most people could in 100. All who knew her will remember her as a
force of nature. She always put others before herself, and there was never
a problem that a friend or family member had that Deb would not drop
everything to solve. She worked tirelessly as a social worker, volunteer,
and consultant, contributing her empathy, creativity and self-taught exper-
tise in Salesforce and fundraising to organizations such as the court system
of Hudson County, NJ, CASA, the Educational Foundation of Orinda, Hu-
mane Society of Silicon Valley, the National Center for Youth Law, and
countless others. She pursued each of her interests with unbridled enthusi-
asm; she was a certified Master Composter and Gardener and an amateur
landscape and interior designer. Her other passion was hiking with her

ties of a good citizen: de- who will advance to the

Communlty Service: weare pleased to make space available whenever
possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit
news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to story-
desk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.
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Nelrose Lenore Mahoney
Aprll 26, 1933 - February 13, 2024

1" Nelrose Lenore (Shlrey) Mahoney passed
away peacefully in the early morning hours
of February 13, 2024 in Pasadena, California
at the age of 90. She was the daughter of
Leland Dewitt and Susan Surelda Shirey of
" Knox, Pennsylvania.

- Known as Rose to her family and
friends, she moved west to San Francisco
after graduating from high school. She
worked as a Pacific Bell Telephone Opera-
tor, where she met the love of her life and
devoted husband, John Edward. They
moved from San Francisco to New Jersey
and returned to California to settle and
spend many happy years together in Mor-
aga. He preceded her in death in 1995.

Rose was the second youngest of eight
children, and is survived by her two chil-
dren and their spouses, John Alan (Melissa) and Susanne Rose Filback (Rob)
and five grandchildren Jack, Bridget, Robert, Annie, Emma and numerous
nieces, nephews, and extended family members.

Rose touched the lives of so many and will be remembered for be-
ing a loving wife and homemaker, mother, and grandmother. She was an
avid reader, loved music, and played the piano. Rose was a talented and ac-
complished artist, and enjoyed painting with oils and watercolors through-
out her adult life. Rose also collected vintage dolls and doll clothing and
was active in the doll collecting community. She was a member of the
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) and was enthusiastic about
her genealogical research and family history.

A private service will be held in Northern California with the im-
mediate family at a future date.

dogs Buster, Boom Boom, and Nacho.

In 2021, Deb took on a massive renovation to a neglected log cabin
in Wisconsin which will forever be her family legacy. Even in the most
challenging time of her life Deb endured countless hardships to travel re-
peatedly to LA to participate in a clinical trial - it was incredibly important
to her that her sacrifices will likely change the lives of so many women fac-
ing this brutal disease.

The years after her initial diagnosis in 2005 allowed Deb to raise
her daughters, plan an amazing wedding for her daughter Hannah, see her
daughter Ellie find a wonderful partner in life Riga, meet her grandpuppy
Walnut and grandkitty Arthur, and fill her grandchildren’s lives with
Gomma’s joy and craziness. She was a ringleader and entertainer for all,
hosting epic holiday parties which included costume contests, talent shows,
and even a live pifiata (aka Mitch) who was chased and assaulted by a pack
of cousins, nieces, and nephews. Even after her disease came back, Mitch
& Deb traveled the world as they did throughout her life, visiting Australia,
Amsterdam, and London in 2022. Her family is incredibly happy that they
got that time, but the world will never be the same without her.

Deb is survived by her parents Robert (“Kim”) Stephenson and
Nancy Stephenson, her husband Mitch Reed, daughters Hannah (Kyle Ol-
son), and Ellie Reed (Riga Moettus), grandchildren Oliver and Lilly Olson,
and siblings Bob Stephenson (Michiko Jameson), Jennifer Jones (Rich
Jones), and John Stephenson (Nathalie Jans), and a large extended family.
Her faithful doggie companion Nacho never left her side (including a sneak
visit to the hospital — shhh!).

Her family would like to recognize Elle Stephens, a family friend
who guided Deb through every step of her cancer journey, and whom they
believe is a hero to so many women. They’d also like to offer immense grat-
itude to Dr. Mark Moasser of UCSF, who was Deb’s partner in fighting can-
cer for 20 years. Thank you to all the dear friends and family who sup-
ported Deb and her family through the challenges of her illness.

While Deb loved flowers, she requested that those who wish to
honor her make charitable contributions. Deb loved supporting children,
conservation, and animals. She hated being told what to do, so she asked
that people choose a cause that is dear to them.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or
achievement, such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation
of a local resident, or about a special person from Lamorinda who has
passed, send a photo along with your text (up to 200 words) to story-
desk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations or Remem-
brances” in the subject line.
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Structural Repairs

Beautiful Lafayette home,

4 bedroom/2 bath, swimming pool
& spa, large backyard for entertain-
ing. New countertops, hardwood
floors and freshly painted inside&
out. Super clean! $5500/month.
925-766-1555

WE HOP TO IT‘

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$21 per 1/2" classified ad height.

Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

East Bay Tree Service Custom Quahty Fencing Since 1989
Tree removal, stump removal, ‘_ﬂ_ KEN S Alameda Engineering
Juniper removal to meet i e DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
fire regulations. VISA ! 1' —_REDWOODFINCNG RETAINING WALLS
925-377-TREE = o t,, 925-938-9836 FOUNDATIONS
Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years. : SoodFNelg.hbor Fence UNDERPINNING
- Piket/Sollt B LANDSLIDE REPAIRS

Rototilling & Landscape

Ken’s Rototilling ..
& Landscaping 'EE -
- Specializing in =
& Brush Removal
To Fire Dept. Regulations

Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

 Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

* Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

510-537-6550
General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com



