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Orinda Public
Meetings

City Council Regular
Meeting:

Tuesday, April 16, 7 p.m.
Orinda Library Auditorium,
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, March 26, 7 p.m.

ORINDA

See public meetings schedule
on these pages and check
online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda: Ormd:st Library Auditorium,
www.cityoforinda.org 26 Orinda Way

Phone (925) 253-4200 Supplemental Sales Tax
Chamber of Commerce: Oversight Commission
www.orindachamber.org Wednesday,

The Orinda Association:

March 13, 6:30 p.m.
www.orindaassociation.org

Sarge Littlehale Community
Room, 22 Orinda Way

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your
community. Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

» \ READY TO MAKE A MOVE?

Indulge yourself in this exclusive retreat.

APPOINTMENT
ONLY

www.lamorindaweekly.com

" 9 Berrybrook Hollow, Orinda
6 BR | 5F & 2H BA | 6,350+ SF | 2.4+ AC
$4,995,000 | 9Berrybrook.com

The ultimate in serenity and modern luxury.
This remarkable 2.4+AC Sleepy Hollow
sanctuary boasts a breathtaking 4,600+SF
main house, a 900£SF 1BR guest house, and
a 950+SF studio. Meticulously designed and
crafted throughout with soaring ceilings,
glorious views, incredible natural light, and
wonderful integration with enchanting vistas
and a breathtaking natural environment.
= This timeless beauty sets a new standard of
o | design, quadlity, and livability.

Chris and Tracy have been providing expert Real Estate Leadership in Lamorinda for over 3 decades.
Call us at 925.766.144T7 to schedule your private tour of 9 Berrybrook Hollow.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented

herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Wednesday, March 13, 2024

Chris Swim
DRE 00943989

Tracy Keaton
DRE 01051349

92571661447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

CEOMPASS

Local legend contributes to her alma mater

By Sora O’Doherty

view. Asked if he ap-
proached the actor for
a donation, he ex-
claimed, “I absolutely
did!” The result was

It started with a trip
down memory lane: ac-
tor Zendaya wanted to
show her boyfriend,
Tom Holland, her

beloved Cal Shakes, that Zendaya recently
where she spent a contributed $100,000 to
great deal of her child-  Cal Shakes. Worsley

was touched that Zen-
daya posted a photo-
graph of herself at the

hood. Executive Direc-
tor Clive Worsley was
frank in a recent inter-

LeapFrog Plumbing

Save some WATER ‘n save some

GREEN this St. Paddy’s

Day with a re-circulating

hotwater pump. There’s

one to fit your needs (push-but-

ton, timer-activated, full-time &

more). Tired of waiting for that

hot water to arrive? No more

water down the drain while you
William wait for hot water!

$50 OFF!

Hot water recirculation
pump systems *

$100 OFF!

Tankless water
heaters *

Water
Sewaear

e Water Heater
Specialist
e 24/7 Service
*Expires 4/15/24 Provided &
installed by LeapFrog Plumbing.
1 coupon per job.

'E.AFF#

o We Hop ‘Io It!

= 0537 1-6600

AL \www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

929641

Got fire fuels? Orinda’s free
Chipper is here to help.

After you have:

1. Trimmed branches and brush.

theater on Instagram
with just the one word
caption, “Home.”
Worsley was con-
tacted by Zendaya’s
mother, Claire Stoer-
mer, who had been the
house manager of Cal
Shakes for many years.
Stoermer told Worsley
that her daughter
wanted to show Hol-
land around the the-
ater where she grew up
and studied. Worsley
welcomed them
warmly; he himself had
only come back to Cal
Shakes last year, when
the theater was in de-
cline and closure was
being discussed.
Worsley shared his
vision of the future
with Zendaya and Hol-
land when they visited.
Since the days when
theater-goers would
buy season tickets
seem to be gone, never
to return, Worsley
wants to open up the
theater to a wider vari-
ety of events. He envi-
sions dance perfor-
mances, comedy, and
live music; even wed-
dings and other private
events. Worsley said
that Zendaya was ex-
cited by the prospect of
saving the theater by
opening it to wider au-
diences. And so she
made her donation
through the Women
Donors Network, a na-
tional network of
women, both cis and
trans, nonbinary, and
gender-expansive
donors committed to
protecting and advanc-

2. Stacked fire fuels adjacent to the roadway.

YOU'RE READY TO CHIP!

Sign up and we’ll do the rest!

Visit Reserve.ChipperDay.com/Orinda
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Visit CityofOrinda.org/EmergencyPreparedness

ing gender, racial, eco-
nomic, and climate
justice.

When Zendaya was
a child growing up in
Oakland, California,
her mother worked as
a teacher at Fruitvale
Elementary School and
also as the house man-
ager at Cal Shakes, tak-
ing care of things such
as ushers and the cafe.
Zendaya would come
after school and hang
around the theater,
talking to the actors.
She did summer pro-
grams for years, Wors-
ley says, including
eight seasons of sum-
mer classes. Zendaya
and her mother now
both live in Los Ange-
les, but the actor re-
turns to the Bay Area to
visit her grandmother,
who still lives in
Oakland.

Summer season
classes, which are still
running and open now
for registration for
next summer, include
things such as acting,
voice, movement, stage
combat, and text analy-
sis. After morning
classes, the students re-
hearse the play that
will be performed at
the end of the season.
Worsley noted that the
objective of the sum-
mer sessions is also to
teach other skills, such
as listening more than
speaking, the benefits
of teamwork, and the
values of being hu-
mane, not just human.
“We want to set them
up for success and also
to be good for society,”
Worsley said, adding
that “it was nice to see
all of that come to
fruition in Zendaya”
and that her contribu-
tion speaks to the kind

Zendaya in 2007 production

of person she is.

Zendaya met Col-
man Domingo at Cal
Shakes, and now they
are cast together in Eu-
phoria on HBO.
Domingo has received
his first Oscar nomina-
tion this year for his
performance in Rustin.
Other prominent Cal
Shakes alumni include
Annette Benning, nom-
inated for best actress
for her performance in
Nyad, and Mahershala
Ali, winner of two Os-
cars and numerous
other awards. Like Zen-
daya, Ali was one of the
presenters at the 2024
Oscar awards on Mar.
10.

Cal Shakes has ro-
bust fundraising goals
to meet its annual bud-
get of about $3 million.
$1 million, approxi-
mately, comes from
ticket sales.

This year Cal
Shakes celebrates its
50th anniversary. Part
of the celebration will
be performances of As
You Like It, directed by
Elizabeth Carter
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Healthier Skin Lies Within
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www.walnutcreekderm.com
925-391-9439
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Pediatric and Adult Patients.
Same day appointments available.
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throughout September.
Cal Shakes didn’t origi-
nate in Orinda, but in
Emeryville in 1974 as
the Emeryville Shake-
speare Festival. It
moved to Berkeley
shortly thereafter, and
in 1991 opened its open
air theater in Orinda.
In 2010, they added a
building that houses
the café, business of-
fice, wardrobe and
dressing rooms, as well
as restrooms. The per-
formance season runs
from mid-May to mid-
October. There is park-
ing for patrons, or
some find it easier to
take BART to the
Orinda station, from
where there is a shuttle
bus to the Bruns Am-
phitheater.

In addition to help-
ing Cal Shakes, Zen-
daya also works with
Destiny Arts in Oak-
land, a non-profit
group dedicated to em-
powering young people
through art and move-
ment. Cal Shakes also
reaches out to Title 1
schools and Promise
neighborhoods. In ad-
dition, they have run
programs at Orinda In-
termediate School
since 2003 and often
hire St. Mary’s students
for summer sessions.
In terms of exposing
students to Shake-
speare, during the sea-
son Cal Shakes pre-
sents student matinee
programs beginning
when school is still in
session. Artists are sent
into schools, sometimes
for a year, sometimes
as part of an embedded
program.

“We don’t learn
Shakespeare by read-
ing it,” Worsley affirms,
“but by acting it or by
seeing it performed.”
He stressed the “power
of language and meter
to lend emphasis to im-
portant words,” and ex-
tolled Shakespeare’s
“unbelievable sense of
the human
experience.”

You can join Zen-
daya in supporting Cal
Shakes today. Visit
https://cal-
shakes.org/support/ to
make your tax de-
ductible donation.



