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Small actions add up to big
change over time

By Sharon K. Sobotta
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An intergenerational crowd of nearly
100 people-including mothers, children,
and community elders, came together
recently to share art and stories, and
connect with each other at the Soul of
my Soul Exhibit sponsored by the
Mount Diablo Peace and Justice Center
in Lafayette mid-March.

Margli Auclair is a member of the
Mount Diablo Peace and Justice Center
and an organizer of the event. “We
bring awareness to issues like war and
social justice,” Auclair said about the
nonpartisan organization that hosted
the event. The courtyard was filled with
artwork, shoes, and photographs. Be-
cause many people were fasting for Ra-
madan, people stopped short of break-
ing bread together. Instead they enjoyed
music, story time with books by Pales-
tinian authors, and time to connect with
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one another.

“I think it was important for kids to
have a chance to hear voices, writing,
and stories about Palestinian children,
because it gives them a fresh perspec-
tive,” Auclair said. “Stories humanize
people. It’s important for children to see
themselves and each other represented
and to know that they matter because
they’re part of the community.”

Yosra Abdelaziz said the work of
MDP]JC exemplifies the power of com-
munity. “Our organization is apolitical
and independent. It’s made up of moms
from different nationalities, religions,
and backgrounds that care about hu-
man beings and felt compelled to do
something” Abdelaziz said. “As moms,
we felt the voices of children high-
lighted a perspective to consider.”

Abdelaziz told participants who
might feel overwhelmed, discouraged,
and unheard by political leaders, to re-
member that small things really do
matter. “I know that sometimes the
problems of the world seem much big-
ger than us as individuals. And that
leaves us [asking ourselves] ‘what’s the
point? Will anything I do matter?”” Ab-
delaziz said. “I'm here to tell you that
actions do matter. Everyone has a role.
Together, even if we all play a small
part, it all adds up.”

The Mount Diablo Peace and Justice
Center has launched its 26th annual Art
& Writing Challenge and Youth Activist
Grant Awards with submissions due on
April 20 and a luncheon on May 11. For
more information about the center or the
contest, visit www.ourpeacecenter.org.
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7 Windeler Ct. Moraga
Incredible transformation with all high end materials
Dream Gourmet Kitchen
Luxurious Primary Bathroom
4+ Bedrooms | 3 Full Bathrooms | 3,116 SQ. FT.

The opinion leaders came
in at 90%, indicating they

percent was another idea.
“Your neighboring com-
munities have done this

mately, voters must trust
the source of information
and the accuracy, objec-

Call for additional details

No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approxi

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what

improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at

closing. But what are those improvements? Let’s work together well before a
sale so that you can benefit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care

are close to the percent-
age of the mainstream
response.

Regarding the low
crime concern, Manross
said, “When you see

successfully,” he noted,
before mentioning that
previous efforts by
Lafayette to do the same
had failed. He said the
problem in partlay in a

tivity, and transparency
of the information.

After Manross out-
lined components of
community outreach to
increase awareness of the

crime down here, that’s
good. It means your com-
munity knows it has a
safe community, knows
its police department is
doing a wonderful job.
That’s one of the reasons
they chose to move to
Lafayette: because it is a
safe, wonderful
community.”

The opinion leaders
and mainstream respon-
ders reported 86-90% sat-
isfaction when it came to
a number of city-
sponsored services and
programs. For parks,
trails and recreation
amenities, it was 86-88%,
and satisfaction with the
level of police services
stood at 83-88%, with 43%
of that being very satis-
fied.

Maintenance of pub-
lic streets was given a
thumbs down at 65-77%.
Quality of education is
not under the city’s do-
main, but Manross said it
was significant and im-
portant to include be-
cause it is key to under-
standing community
members’ actual satisfac-
tion and presenting non-
skewed findings. That
figure ranged from 76-
80%. Interactions with
city employees the survey
showed registered at 63-
67% satisfied, which
Manross said was strong
as compared to other
municipalities and
showed “something nice
about your professional
staff. I'm sure this doesn’t
hurt their feelings.”

Coding and commu-
nity development he said
are always lower in every
city and, true to form, the
survey had roughly 25%
somewhat to extremely
dissatisfied and only 57-
58% satisfied.

Turning to solutions
to increase revenue to
address the $2 million
shortcoming, the survey
asked about finding new
resources or cutting back
services and programs.
Manross said options
were limited to things
such as increasing prop-
erty tax—an action that
would result in about
$200 annually per parcel
for property owners. In-

large percentage of the
electorate being unaware
of the budget deficits to
come.

Manross suggested
that building support
among the undecided or
potential probables for
approving a sales tax in-
crease is critical for it to
be successful. “It’s been
shown in Lafayette, your
voter wants control of
how [their] money is
spent. [They say], If it’s
important enough to me,
I'll spend money on
it—but I want to be sure
you spend money on it.”
He said the good news is
that the city needs only
50% to say yes, but the
difficulty of coalescing
that pool of support is
considerable. Awareness
of the need is critical,
campaigning for either a
yes or no vote is not
something the city can be

situation, public comment
had people asking about
the cause of the deficit,
emphasizing that solu-
tions must relate to the
community’s core values,
and requires more details
about the survey’s
process and findings. City
staff answered several of
the questions and dis-
cussed the best methods
for implementing the
survey findings.

The council amended
and accepted staff’s rec-
ommendation that the
city approve up to $60,000
for IMC Corp to serve as
public relations consul-
tant for up to 8 months to
assist with a city-wide in-
formational campaign,
inclusive of $12,000 for
Interactive tools to re-
ceive residents’ feedback.
The matter will return at
future meetings.

Just Sold with 17 Ofters!
Sold for $1,189/Sq Ft | 30% Over Ask
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LeapFrog Plumbing

, When it comes to
: safety........
We Hop To It!

$5o Earthquake
emergency shut
| OFF

off valve*

Reduced Reduced Auto
Toilet need for Energy
Cleaning Toilet Saver
Frequency Paper

$150 off

Tankless water heater install*

$50 off

Toto Bidet and install*

H (925) 377-6600m™=

cAlic www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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“ Where to begin on how phenomenal the
Brydon & lves Team was to work with? We
had to sell our parents house of 60 years
and the team not only knew every detail
of the market but handled the bittersweet
sale with so much empathy. Their white
glove service, and years of experience
were unparalleled, but their innate
understanding of humanity and our love
of the houses we call homes was priceless.

Seller, Orinda

Trust in our experience to elevate your results and
redefine your real estate journey

Work with us!

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives

925.788.8345
brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | DRE 01367466
Follow us @brydonives

BRYDON & 1VES




