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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

April Powers

y o ;
Western redbud is a beautiful native tree.

... continued from Page OH1

These seeds require light and air to germinate
properly. Seeds that are buried too deeply strug-
gle to access necessary nutrients and may die.

Nature awes me as I walk around my garden.
Wildflowers are in glorious abundance. So much
is in flower that I don’t know where to point the
camera. Western redbud, sour, choke, and sweet
cherries, prune, horse chestnut, tulip magnolia,
mock orange, and crabapple are just a few of my
trees that showcase stand-out blossoms, many in-
toxicatingly fragrant, and all of them populated
with pollinators. My camellia has been repeatedly
blooming since December. It was planted as a
one-gallon plant several years ago and is now 17
feet tall and 12 feet wide. When planting any-
thing, make sure you understand how large the
plant will be at maturity so that you dig the hole
in an area where it will grow and thrive.

My roses, which I heavily pruned in February,
are also blooming. Not to be overlooked, forget-
me-nots blanket shaded areas, while woodland
hyacinths, also known as English bluebells, and
sea foam statice have naturalized in sunny loca-
tions dressed to impress the garden in shades of
blue and purple. Supporting the butterfly and
bird population, the white clusters of viburnum
flowers provide nectar for the flitting butterflies,
while the forming black berries feed the birds.
California poppies, calendula, tulips, daffodils,
potato vine, anemones, Dutch iris, bearded iris,
Calla lilies, periwinkle, a variety of succulents,

Purple potato vine.

and masses of weeds carpet my meadow hillside
and orchard. I'll be busy for months to come!

The wisteria is budding, and, by the time I
write my next article, I imagine a glorious gauze
of lavender pea flowers cascading over the per-
gola. When growing wisteria, it is essential to
consider the sturdiness of the structure where
your vine will twine. Wisteria forms a thick trunk
with stems that become woody as they seek
climbing support. Arbors, fences, trellises, and
even trees become their ladder. To maintain its
shape and size, as well as to encourage flowering,
wisteria needs regular pruning.

One of my favorite edible wild species that
powers on in April is allium triquetrum, wild
ramps, also known as the three-cornered leek.
Foragers are fond of this delicious triangular
onion stem, yet it can be invasive. If you cultivate
it, make sure it doesn’t escape. These wild onions

closely resemble the lance-shaped leaves of Lily of

the Valley, which is not an allium and non-edible.
Lily of the Valley is poisonous with white, bell-
shaped flowers, whereas the ramps produce um-
bels of small white flowers. All alliums have a
very distinct onion smell. If you think you are
gathering ramps but there is no onion smell, do
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Silver succulent in a container
requires minimal moisture.

time is to grow this favorite fruit. As you plant
your tomatoes, peas, and beans, support them
with strong cages or wire. Tomatoes need six to
eight hours of sunlight daily and are best spaced
two feet apart. They will do well in large contain-
ers or pots of 15 gallons or more.

Our mild weather, warm sunshine, occasional
showers, diverse plant species, wildflower dis-
plays, and lavish blooms, plus the humming,
buzzing, singing, crowing, croaking, cawing, and
hooting of wildlife make this gorgeous month a
time of vitality, color, and renewal as youthful
April powers!

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing! Happy
April!
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not taste it. Always be certain of what plant you .
viburnum

are eating, as there are many plants poisonous

and toxic to humans that resemble edible ones. bloom, a
Although it’s early, 'm experimenting with  golinator
growing tomato seedlings. I started with a couple magnet

of plants in March and will continue adding to my
plot through June to determine when the best






