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St. Mary’s Aidan Mahaney heads to the University of Connecticut

to finish his college career
By Jon Kingdon

—

Aidan Mahaney

After playing two sea-
sons at St. Mary’s, a team
that was a fifth seed in
the National Collegiate
Athletic Association
(NCAA) tournament,
Aidan Mahaney decided
to enter the NCAA portal.
Having visited,
Creighton, Kentucky,
Virginia, and Connecti-

cut, Mahaney made the
decision to transfer to
the University of
Connecticut.

Despite the team’s
and his personal success
at St. Mary’s, Mahaney is
excited about the oppor-
tunity to play for Uconn,
which has won the last
two national champi-
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onships. “It's an unbe-
lievable opportunity that
I have to be able to play
for a back-to-back na-
tional championship
team, going for a third
one, and my family is
really excited and happy
for me,” Mahaney said.
Having grown up
with St. Mary’s Coach

Randy Bennett and his
two sons, it was not an
easy decision for Ma-
haney. “Since I was a
baby with his kids grow-
ing up together, I want to
emphasize that I love
Coach Bennett to death,”
Mahaney said. “I'm so
grateful for him to be a
part of my journey and
although it's sad that I'm
parting ways, right now
in my heart I'm forever a
Gael and will forever be
in debt to the program
and Coach Bennett.”
Mahaney hopes to
ultimately play profes-
sionally, and he sees this
move as a way to facili-
tate that goal, particu-
larly with Connecticut
having lost both of their
starting guards from last
season. “After my fresh-
man year at St. Mary’s, I
was on some draft
boards and after my
sophomore year, I still
got some good buzz,”
Mahaney said. “I think
that in going to Con-
necticut, I will be getting
tougher. I am working
on my defense and their
offense is so efficient, I
think my shooting num-
bers will go up a lot be-
cause of that. Their style
of play will be an adjust-

ment for me but I'm
coachable, I work hard
and am accountable, so I
think it’ll be a quick ad-
justment and I’ll be hit-
ting the ground running
when I get there.”

Mahaney’s family
made it to all of his
home games: something
he will miss after trans-
ferring to Connecticut. “I
think the toughest ad-
justment will be that my
older brother Noah will
not being able to come to
my games, but I'm going
to get him some UConn
gear and he'll be a Husky
fan in no time.”

Mahaney also con-
sulted with his Cam-
polindo coach Steven
Dyer. “I talked with
Coach Dyer prior to en-
tering the portal and we
texted afterwards,” Ma-
haney said. “He's really
excited for me, and I will
try to keep in touch with
him. He's a really
knowledgeable guy and
he looks at everything
through a different lens,
so I like to get his opin-
ion on things.”

Mahaney said he
tried to keep his team-
mates informed about
what was transpiring: “It
was really tough because

everything happened so
fast, so I tried to let
everyone know before I
entered the portal and
before I committed to
UConn. I love all my
teammates and I feel it's
such a brotherhood at St.
Mary's and I'm so grate-
ful for all of them. I hope
that we can continue to
be lifelong friends,
which I think we will
be.”

Mahaney kept in
contact with Bennett
throughout the process.
“Coach Bennett and I
have had about four
conversations,” Ma-
haney said. “A couple of
them were leading up to
my announcing that I
was entering the portal,
and one was the night
before I committed to
UConn. I have nothing
but great things to say
and a lot of love for
Coach Bennett, the entire
staff, and St. Mary's be-
cause I wouldn't be in
this position without
him, the school, and the
program. I really tried to
thank him for every-
thing that he's done for
me. Coach Bennett has
been a staple in my bas-
ketball career.”

Lamorinda volleyball and lacrosse teams
competing in NCS playoffs

By Jon Kingdon

This past week, seven of
the nine Lamorinda vol-
leyball and lacrosse
teams qualified for the
North Coast Sectional
playoffs. The teams'
combined record in the
first two rounds was 13-
1: the only loss being the
Miramonte boys lacrosse
team to Campolindo. The
third rounds will be
played on May 7 and the
championship games on
May 9.
Volleyball

Campolindo (30-9)
with the second seed in
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Division 2 defeated Hay-
ward and Las Lomas by
3-0 scores. Acalanes (11-
12) with the fourth seed
in Division 3 defeated
Terre Linda 3-2 and Her-
cules 3-1. Campolindo
will now play at home
against De La Salle,
while Acalanes will be
playing at Bishop
O’Dowd.
Girls Lacrosse
Campolindo (12-5)
with the second seed in
Division 2 defeated Casa
Grande 16-6 and Bran-
son 8-6. Miramonte (10-

Miramonte sophomore Sawyer Bohlig

8) with the third seed in
Division 2 defeated
Bishop O’Dowd 21-9 and
Justin Siena 21-10.
Acalanes (13-7) with the
fourth seed in Division 2
defeated Petaluma 20-5
and Piedmont 9-7. Cam-
polindo will play at
home against Mira-
monte, and Acalanes will
be playing at the first
seeded San Marin.

Boys Lacrosse

Campolindo (11-5)
with the fifth seed in Di-
vision 2 defeated Las Lo-
mas 10-6 and Miramonte
11-6. Miramonte (12-6)
with the fourth seed in
Division 2 defeated Ran-
cho Cotate 9-5 and lost to
Campolindo 6-11. Cam-
polindo will play next at
the first seeded Justin
Sienna.

Gaels Rughy victorious over Navy in
National Championship

... continued from Page 1

“This team and
this program are really,
really special and it
starts with our leader-
ship with Tim O’Brien
and (assistant coaches)
Andrew Cook and Mark
Bass and all the coaches
and then it gets passed
down team by team,”
Storti said. “We’re just a
bunch of misfits, guys

from all over, and it's a
testament to our leader-
ship to be able to get
sixty guys going in one
direction, pursuing our
one goal, which was to
win the national
championship.”

Kayoshi shared that
same sentiment. “It's sad
to say this is my last year
but it's really a paradise
from the coaching staff
and the trainers to the

bottom guy on a team,”
Kayoshi said “Coach
O'Brien gives us the
recipe and then we
tweak it to the players
and it's heaven on earth.
The two consistent
things with all of my
teams has been the will
to play for others. We
really trust our guys on
our left and right and we
all have fun here.”
O’Brien’s formula

for success over the
years has been simple:
“We take anybody that
comes out as long as
they can put up with my
idiocy. I just think the
team’s leadership has
been good and the way
that the kids on the top
have embraced the guys
on the bottom has been
awesome.”

Submit sports stories and story ideas to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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‘REE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!

Fully Insured <+ Certified Arborist % License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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East Bay Tree Service

Ken’s Rototilling E

4-wheel-drive

Tree removal, stump removal,
Tractor

Juniper removal to meet
fire regulations. Kﬂl
925-377-TREE .l
Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

Hillside Weed Cutting

BITTGYToXT4 & Brush Removal
To Fire Dept. Regulations

Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

-

$21 per 1/2" classified ad
height.

Email to:
lamorindaweekly.com
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Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

classified@

Structural Repairs

Since 1989

WE HOP TO IT‘

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS

510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com



