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Daughters of the American Revolution holds
ceremony for upcoming anniversary
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Submitted by Vanessa Crews

On July 4, 2026, our nation will com-
memorate and celebrate the 250th an-
niversary of the signing of the Decla-
ration of Independence. This occasion
provides Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) members, as descen-
dants of the generation that secured
American independence, the remark-
able opportunity to celebrate the
longevity of the democratic experi-
ment for which our ancestors fought,
not even knowing if the new nation
would survive. Locally, the Acalanes
DAR Chapter marked the upcoming
anniversary with the dedication of a
bronze marker at the Lafayette Memo-
rial Veteran’s Center on April 20. The
ceremony included the Presentation of
Colors by the VFW Post 8063 Color
Guard, and remarks by Contra Costa
Supervisor Candace Anderson.

The marker celebrates the brave
Patriots who founded our nation and
is a reminder of their courage and
conviction. Members of the Acalanes
DAR Chapter are descendants of more
than 100 individuals recognized by the
DAR as American Patriots. They are
among the thousands of ordinary peo-
ple who supported the cause by sup-
plying the army from their farms, par-
ticipating in local governance, signing
an oath, or military service.

Seldom recognized for their con-
tributions, women were among Amer-
ica’s patriots, caring for the wounded,
feeding the troops, and taking on the
responsibilities of husbands and fa-
thers away on military service. They
boycotted British teas and fabrics, in-
stead spinning and weaving their own
materials, and concocting herbal teas.

Women were particularly vulnerable
to plundering and property destruc-
tion by invading troops. Two women,
Sarah Scott and Elizabeth Anderson,
are among the patriots of the Acalanes
Chapter members. They were widows,
managing their own farms, who fur-
nished supplies for the army and
risked retribution from British troops.
Acalanes Chapter member,
Vanessa Crews, encourages local fami-
lies to explore their own family histo-
ries in preparation for the upcoming
250th anniversary, saying, “I was
amazed and delighted to learn about
the role my ancestors played in found-
ing the nation. More than 60% of
Americans have ancestors who lived in
America during the Revolutionary
War; there could be a Patriot in your
family too. The DAR has expert volun-
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teers connecting women and their pa-
triot ancestors.”

DAR has 190,000 members in ap-
proximately 3,000 chapters across the
country and several foreign countries.
DAR members promote historic
preservation, education, and patrio-
tism via commemorative events,
scholarships and educational initia-
tives, citizenship programs, service to
veterans, meaningful community ser-
vice, and more. For additional infor-
mation about DAR visit www.dar.org.

Deep Space Sea Leopards advance to Worlds
Submitted by Dory Coombe
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The Lafayette Elemen-
tary Odyssey of the Mind
Team is thrilled to share
that they qualified both
for the state and Worlds
tournament, after their
Deep Space Structure
held 365 pounds and
they gave a funny and
creative performance
about space. The team
included Kate Lordan,
Mackenzie Renno, Adam
Brown, Graham Brown,
Calder Yang, and Dory
Coombe. Their Coaches

were Amy Coombe and
Austin Yang.

The Odyssey of the
Mind program gives kids
the opportunity to use
creativity to become
problem-solvers as a
team. Each team selects
a problem that they
work together to solve
over four to six months.
The Lafayette Elemen-
tary team selected a
problem that was space
themed and included a
balsa wood structure

weight.

that was tested for how
much weight it could
hold. They learned to
think creatively in order
to stay within their bud-
get for props, write a
funny script, and test
which structure design
would hold the most

Coach Austin re-
flects, “It was fantastic to
see the team apply their
creativity to solving
problems. They accom-
plished so much. Amy

and I are really proud of
the hard work they put
in this year.” Team
member Adam Brown
shared “Iloved testing
out different structure
designs and also getting
to know my teammates
better.”

Odyssey of the Mind
is really fun and chal-
lenging; the Deep Space
Sea Leopards encourage
you to join an Odyssey of
the Mind team at your
school.

Author Katie Hafner speaking at the May Sweet Thursday Author Series

Submitted by Laurie Miles

Ethan Fawcett gets a let-
ter from a bike touring
company, asking him to
not sign up for another
trip. So begins 'The
Boys', Katie Hafner’s taut
and utterly delightful
debut novel. When in-
troverted Ethan Fawcett
marries Barb, he has
every reason to believe
he will be delivered
from a lifetime of soli-

tude. One day Barb
brings home two broth-
ers, Tommy and Sam, for
them to foster, and when
the pandemic hits, Ethan
becomes obsessed with
providing a perfect life
for the boys. Instead of
bringing Barb and Ethan
closer together, though,
the boys become a
wedge in their relation-
ship, as Ethan is unable

to share with Barb a se-
cret that has been
haunting him since
childhood. When Ethan
takes Tommy and Sam
on a biking trip in Italy,
and it becomes clear just
how unusual Ethan and
his children are — what it
will take for Ethan to re-
pair his marriage. It is a
character study, social
commentary on pan-

demic isolation, and an
incredible journey back

including the origins of
the Internet, computer

to center. hackers, German reuni-
Katie Hafner was on  fication, and the pianist
staff at The New York Glenn Gould. 'The Boys'

is her first novel.
Join the Sweet

Times for ten years,
where she remains a

frequent contributor, Thursday Author Series
writing on healthcare on May 16 at 7 p.m. in
and technology. She is the DTCH at the

the author of six works
of nonfiction covering a
diverse range of topics,

Lafayette Library &
Learning Center to hear
the discussion with the

author, Katie Hafner.
Register to attend in per-
son at
www.tinyurl.com/sweet-
May2024. The doors will
open at 6:30 p.m. for
coffee and sweets. This
program is presented by
The Friends of the
Lafayette Library.
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ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

BRICKMAN &
WOOLSEY
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925.351.5049

DRE# 01932119 / 01914797

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JILL BALAZS
-

SOLD -
925.804.0200 :

DRE# 02038791

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

LORI LEGLER MATT MCLEOD

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

850 LAS TRAMPAS ROAD, LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR INFORMATION
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

JUST LISTED

1013 VIA ROBLE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,995,000
JULIE DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

32 CREST ROAD, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $3,495,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.465.6500

REPRESENTED BUYER

6409 HORSEMAN CANYON DR., ROSSMOOR
SOLD FOR $2,600,000
- RACHEL DREYER | 415.990.1672

RACHEL DREYER

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561
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SOLD -

COLOMBANA
GROUP

T

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180

96 CAMINO ENCINAS, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $3,500,000
RUTH EDDY/ROSEMARY TOOL | 925.788.5449

PENDING

764 AUGUSTA DRIVE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $1,349,000
LAUREN DEAL | 925.876.4671

17 TAMARISK, MORAGA COUNTRY CLUB
SOLD FOR $1,925,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

REPRESENTED BUYER

789 LOS PALOS MANOR, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $4,150,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.465.6500

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

SOLD -
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SHELLEY RUHMAN

510.506.1351
DRE#01180260

JUST LISTED

3626 BROOK STREET, LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR INFORMATION
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

PENDING

1460 LIVORNA ROAD, ALAMO
OFFERED AT $1,695,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

5879-5881 CHABOT ROAD, OAKLAND
SOLD FOR $1,350,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

REPRESENTED BUYER

3061 NARANJA DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $1,936,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

BEN MARSHALL

415.321.9206
DRE# 01916157

CAROLYN WAY
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925.890.4115

DRE# 00947460

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JOY WIEHN

415.3771884
DRE# 02047712
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— LAUREN DEAL
! HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671
DRE#02060294

TINA FRECHMAN WENDY MEANS

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768

415.690.6037
DRE# 01913149




