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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing'’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,

Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988 .+
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Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

It’s a Great Market for Downsizing!

Many Lamorindans dream of moving to a smaller home, paying off a mortgage
and keeping property taxes low. I've assisted many with that and can ably

guide you through the process.

Integrity ¢ Knowledge ¢ Results

T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Now is an opportune time to make your move. Call me and utilize
my 20+ years of local success to achieve your real estate goals.
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Central San appeals to customers to speak out on large fee hikes

By Sora O’Doherty

The Central Contra
Costa Sanitary District
wants their customers to
communicate with the
Regional Water Quality
Board, who is proposing
nutrient regulations that
will result in very large
wastewater fee hikes for
customers if approved.
All three Lamorinda
mayors have already
written to the board ex-
pressing their concerns.

Nutrients in waste-
water are a serious en-
vironmental problem.
According to Emily Bar-
nett, Communications
and Government Rela-
tions Manager at Central
Contra Costa Sanitary
District, in the past cou-
ple of years there have
been at least two signif-
icant fish kills in the San
Francisco Bay owing to
the presence of algae
blooms caused by nitro-
gen from a number of
sources, including
wastewater.

Central San is com-
mitted to nutrient re-
duction but believes
that the Regional Board
should help plan multi-
benefit recycled water
projects due to the large
$665 million price tag,
which will be borne by
homeowners, busi-
nesses, and renters. This
reporter met with Bar-
nett and engineers
Danea Gemmell and
Melody LaBella who an-
swered questions.

Their biggest con-

cern is that the Regional
Board’s proposed per-
mit will translate to
about a 28% increase in
rates over the next
seven to ten years, just
to deal with the nutrient
issue alone. On July 1
this year Central San’s
annual rates, which are
included in property tax
bills, will rise to $725 for
single family homes,
$343 for accessory
dwelling units, and $647
for apartments, condo-
miniums, duplexes, and
mobile homes. That in-
crease, approved last
year, will not cover the
costs of reducing nutri-
ents in wastewater.

In her letter, Orinda
Mayor Darlene Gee said,
“To meet the Water
Board’s proposed steep
nutrient reduction re-
quirements and short
timeline, the Bay Area’s
clean water agencies
will need to spend more
than $11 billion—costs
that ultimately will be
borne by our con-
stituents. Under the
proposed order, Orinda
residents alone could be
on the hook for nearly
$21 million in costs to
fund required treatment
upgrades. . .. ” She
added that this “would
be a significant financial
burden for many vul-
nerable members of our
community and work-
ing families already
struggling to make ends
meet.”

Central San urges
residents of Contra
Costa County to ask the
Regional Board to grant
a 90-day extension to
the comment period to
allow the public ade-
quate time to provide
input on this important
and financially impact-
ful decision. There will
be a public hearing on
June 12 where people
can join remotely to
provide comments. The
public comment period
closed on May 8, but
Central San would like
to see it reopened and
extended.

Central San also
urges residents to ask
the Regional Board to
conduct a hearing of
community concerns
before considering
adoption of the order,
allow time for the nec-
essary scientific re-
search to better under-
stand nutrient reduc-
tions that will benefit
the Bay, and develop a
financial analysis to de-
termine how the pro-
posed order will impact
Bay Area residents, as
well as how we can mit-
igate this significant
burden—which comes
on top of numerous
other essential infra-
structure needs—for
our communities.

Central San says
that they are doing what
they can to keep down
costs that must be
passed through to rate-

payers. To address nu-
trients they are looking
at low interest 30-year
loans to spread the costs
over a longer time than
the 10-year period the
regional board is
proposing for imple-
mentation of the nutri-
ent permit. The short
time frame creates
other problems as well,
according to Barnett,
such as creating compe-
tition with other agen-
cies for contractors and
materials, personnel,
and so on to complete
the nutrient reduction
project.

Barnett also con-
firmed that this project
is an unfunded man-
date, meaning that
while the State requires
the actions be taken, no
funding is provided to
the agencies who must
comply, unlike the Clean
Water Act, which did in-
clude funding for con-
struction costs.

Barnett is also con-
cerned that the require-
ments apply to all areas
of the Bay Area equally,
even though the water
quality issues are not
the same in all areas.
For example, Central
San contributes less
than 1% of the time to
the Suisun Bay resulting
in dissolved oxygen be-
low 4 milligrams per
liter, which is the indi-
cator threshold for sus-
taining fish populations.
Other areas of the Bay

are as high as 92% con-
tributors. Even if Cen-
tral San spends $665
million on nutrient re-
duction, they will still be
at less than a 1% pro-
viding little to value to
the Bay health while
costing substantial rate
payer dollars without a
multi-benefit effect,
such as augmenting re-
gional water supply.
Additionally, Bar-

nett expressed the wish
that the Regional Board
would take the lead on
implementing a regional
recycled water project
that would not only re-
duce nutrients in the
wastewater, but also add
to Bay Area water re-
siliency.

More information
about this subject can be
located at central
san.org/nutrients

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with
your community. Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!

Fully Insured <« Certified Arborist % License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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2024 Poul Anderson Creative

Writing Contest winners announced
Submitted by Fran Strykowski

The Friends of the Orinda Library
proudly announce the winners of the
2024 Poul Anderson Creative Writing
Contest, which was open to all stu-
dents who reside or attend high school
in Orinda. The contest is named in
honor of the late Poul Anderson, a
popular science-fiction writer and
long-time Orinda resident.

From many outstanding entries,
winners were selected in the following
categories: Science Fiction/Fantasy,
Poetry, Science Fiction, and Essay. The
winners are: Olivia Falk, a junior at
College Preparatory School, for her
poem entitled An Abecedarian of My
Thoughts on Lunar New Year; Antong
Cao, for his short story, Cell, Ris-
ing; Josslyn Grover, a junior at Bentley,

for her essay, The Elephant and the
Peacock, and for her Science Fiction
story, Case Study Volleyball Territory
94563. Each winning entry earns a
$500 award from The Friends.
Honorable Mentions went to Abi-
gail Kim, Emma Wong, Adria Esopa,
Livia Segall, and Rory Gaarder-Wang.

We congratulate the winners and all

the talented entrants.

Many thanks to this year’s judges,
who donated their time and literary
expertise. The judges included Sora
O’Doherty, reporter for Lamorinda
Weekly; Susan Williams, librarian at
Miramonte High School; Anne Lowell,
librarian at Glorietta Elementary
School, and Sally Hogarty, retired ex-
ecutive editor of The Orinda News.

Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Cosmetic

Surgery
Facelift
Facial Implants ® Fillers
Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift

Ear Surgery

Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMAG®), Restylane®)
¢ Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services

Eyelid Surgery ® Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a
nationally recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
surgeon, opened a private practice in Downtown Orinda to
better serve Lamorinda patients. Specializing entirely in
the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is nationally recognized for

providing patients with beautiful, elegant, and natural results.
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ON SELECT UNITS FOR 2MONTHS
FROM 5/1/2024 - 5/31/2024
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Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION
96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824  Double Board-Certified

: Facial Plastic and
TamplenplaStlc Surgery. Sein Reconstructive Surgeon.

Mon-Sat Sam -Gpm
Sunday T0am-dpm,

455 Moraga Rd. Ste, F
(925) 643-2026

www. SAspace.com




