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Students return to Lafayette
Elementary for High School
Graduate Walkthrough

By Elaine Borden Chandler
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High school graduates walk the familiar hallways
of Lafayette Elementary during the inaugural High
School Graduate Walkthrough, Tuesday, May 21.

The playground of
Lafayette Elementary is
normally empty at 2 p.m.
on a Tuesday, with chil-
dren still in classrooms
and parents not yet al-
lowed on campus. How-
ever, on May 21, a small
crowd started to form. It
was a group of high
school seniors, some
dressed in blue or green
or white graduation
robes, some in t-shirts
and shorts, many in
mortarboard caps deco-
rated in sequins or paint.
New arrivals congre-
gated around a table
with a huge pile of name
tags where the crowd
became so thick that at
one point a student
walked over to her
friends and said, “I'm
just going to be name-
less.” The most com-
monly heard phrase was,
“Oh my god, I haven’t
seen you since middle
school!” Students
bunched together,
squinting in the relent-
less sunlight to see who
else was there and wan-
dering from group to
group. They were wait-
ing to begin the inau-
gural High School Grad-
uate Walkthrough at
Lafayette Elementary.
The Graduate Walk-
through was an event
where graduating se-
niors who had attended
Lafayette Elementary as
children came back and
walked through the halls
— areturn to their acad-
emic roots at home be-
fore going out into the
world. As the students
waited for the starting
signal, Mia DeLuca, a
Campolindo graduate
wearing camo high-top
sneakers, was eager to
see her three remaining
teachers to let them
know how much she im-
proved academically.

“I'm going be graduating
with honors this year,”
she said and then laugh-
ingly confessed, “But I
forgot my tassel!”

At2:15p.m. a
crackling voice over the
speaker announced,
“Please join us in cele-
brating our graduates!”
and four students led the
procession as “Pomp and
Circumstance” blared
over the speakers. The
high schoolers wound
through hallways lined
with elementary stu-
dents cheering and
holding up their hands
to receive high fives.

Joseph “JJ” Sanchez,
graduating from
Acalanes, was struck by
how many good memo-
ries the walk brought
back. “It’s just really
strong emotions,” he
said, smiling. “Some of
my old teachers have al-
ready retired so I'm
missing them, but it's re-
ally great to see all the
teachers still here and all
the classmates that went
to the other schools.”

Many of the teachers
stood along the hallways
with their current stu-
dents or gathered in the
courtyard where the
walkthrough ended. In
front of the auditorium
doors, Betsy Balman
stood in a straw hat and
received hug after hug.
Balman, who was a
teacher at Lafayette Ele-
mentary and is currently
the Stanley Middle
School principal, said,
“This was the class that
we had to promote on-
line because of COVID so
it's just all the more spe-
cial to see how they have
transformed.”

Students watched a
video from their former
custodian Mr. Dave,
snatched up pouches of
lemonade referencing

Teacher’s Lemonade
Day, and went to find
their friends and former
teachers. Mr. Moe, a
fifth-grade teacher, chat-
ted with visitors in
waves. “This is a class
that I remembered very
fondly,” he said, “It was
great to see them and
hear about where
they're going to college.”
The parents of the
graduating students also
gathered in the court-
yard, hugging their chil-
dren, taking their pho-
tos, and cheerfully com-
miserating with each
other. One man, dabbing
his eyes, grinned and
asked his friend, “Did
you cry?” who chuckled
as she responded, “Oh
yeah.” Eliza Veronda ad-
mitted she wasn’t sure
how to describe her
emotions but then suc-
cinctly said, “It’s bitter-
sweet but we’re so happy
for them.” Her friend
Eileen Nath added, “I
think it says a lot that
this was totally volun-
tary and so many stu-
dents came back.” Many
of the parents empha-
sized not only their pride
for their children and
other students they had
seen grow up. It wasn’t
unusual to see a parent
talking to a student that
they had last seen in
grade school, asking
them what was now
happening in their life.
There was one par-
ent in particular whom
everyone was thanking
and praising. Kelly
Daggs, president of the
Acalanes Parent Club
and mother of graduat-
ing student Taylor, inde-
pendently initiated and
organized the walk-
through in just three
weeks. During the whole
event, she could be seen
in her sea green dress,
directing the action,
congratulating parents
and students, and check-
ing arrangements. She
believes events like these
are vital to keeping the
community alive and
connected, especially in
difficult times. “There's
some things that came
out of COVID that are to
be celebrated and some
things that the kids have
really suffered from. We
decided to say, Let’s have
a positive moment —
you didn't get your grad-
uation diploma in eighth
grade. That's okay, we
have today.” Daggs is
passing the baton of
leading the walkthrough
to Raina Foster next
year. The walkthrough is
planned for two more
years and expected to
continue after that with
parents, teachers, and
administration all ex-
pressing enthusiasm for
it to become a tradition.
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2. Maintain tower with-
out retrofit. Anduri pre-
dicted this would re-
quire a large effort, time
and expense and have
little chance of success.
3. Improve safety while
maintaining height. This
would involve changes
from EBMUD and Divi-
sion of Safety of Dam:s.
Pros: If the effort is suc-
cessful, Anduri said they
would “have the best of
both worlds: lower risk
and our iconic tower.”
Cons: Expensive in time

and money to pursue it.
Cost estimates from
EBMUD for this option
indicate it would cost
$7.6 million more than
shortening the tower.
Kwok favored option
three, along with asking
an impartial adjudicator
to examine estimated
cost and safety elements
before issuing recom-
mendations for proceed-
ing. He proposed the
council ask Srivatsa to
draft a letter to EBMUD
requesting they pause
their plans to shorten
the tower. Discussion of

issuing a request that he
and Anduri meet as
council representatives
with an EBMUD board
member and a second
action directing city staff
to draft a letter to Divi-
sion of Safety of Dams
summarizing the city’s
position and requesting
a meeting had the coun-
cil deciding the EBMUD
letter will be issued and
the item will not be
added to the agenda for
future council meetings
until EBMUD’s response
is received.
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192 Draeger Dr, Moraga
4BD | 3BA | 2503 SF | $2,450,000

Completely remodeled with designer finishes,
this exciting home offers an amazing flow with a
great vibe, wide-plank hardwood floors, soaring
ceilings, and a great backyard for entertaining!

1049 Scots Lane, Walnut Creek

3BD | 3.5BA | 2691SF | $1,950,000

Beautifully remodeled single story home with
high ceilings, open floor plan and spacious
primary. Great Walnut Heights location close to
downtown Walnut Creek and top rated schools.
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Elena@Orinda.com

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes
only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No
statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining
the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
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116 Fairfield P1, Moraga

4BD | 2BA | 2477 SF | $1,699,000

Lovely home featuring an updated kitchen with
shaker-style cabinets, hardwood floors
throughout, vaulted ceiling and spacious yard
with a sparkling pool and sports court.

1465 Quail View Cir, Walnut Creek
4BD | 3.5BA | 2417 SF | $1,239,000

Desirable and rarely available townhome in the
tranquil Quail Ridge community. Move-in ready
home with great updated kitchen, hardwood
floors and backyard with access to trails & pond.

Lilli
Rath

Elena
Hood

Kirsten
Buckley

Anya
Gorman

4 BD | 3BA 2,692 SF | 0.36 AC | Offered at $2,095,000
An entertainer’s delight with updated kitchen, stainless apliances,
open floor plan and nano doors to a spacious patio with BBQ...This is a dream!

104 Burns Court | Pleasant Hill
3BD|2BA| 1713 SF|.21 AC
Sold Off-Market for $1,670,000
Represented Buyers

GALLEGOS BOAMAN GROUP
PREMIER PROPERTIES

1340 Juanita Drive | Lafayette
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2 Evergreen Court | Lafayette
3BD|3BA|2,055SF|.31AC
Sold for $1,805,000
Represented Sellers

Call us for a complimentary home valuation.

Considering selling?

925.997.6808
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Gallegos Boaman Group
Christine Gallegos | Amy S. Boaman
925.878.2883 | 925.997.6808
DRE# 01896511 | DRE# 01433269
gallegosboaman@compass.com
gallegosboaman.com
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