Wednesday, June 5, 2024

Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing'’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,

Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988
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www.honestrodentproofing.com - padent Proofing

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento #xrgaifast 145 £a5 THELE

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977
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Planning a Summer or Fall Home Sale?

The Lamorinda seller’s market remains strong for well-prepared, properly
priced and expertly marketed properties. Planning is critical under
the current, uncertain economic conditions.

Now is an opportune time to make your move. Call me and utilize
my 20+ years of local success to achieve your real estate goals.

Integrity ¢ Knowledge ¢ Results
Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC,

Local talent shines at opening of 50th season of Cal Shakes

By Sora O’Doherty

Students from local
schools, including Mira-
monte High School and
Saint Mary’s College, per-
formed at the launch of
the 50th season of the
California Shakespeare
Festival on Saturday, May
18.

On the sunny but
cool afternoon, the stu-
dents from Miramonte
performed three 10-
minute short versions of
Shakespeare’s plays. As a
part of the school’s
drama program, their re-
mit was to work dressed
in all black, with no set or
props beyond a number
of black chairs. Drama
teacher Heather Cousins
introduced the Mira-
monte students, explain-
ing that this annual pro-
ject is the last thing that
senior drama students do
before graduating. Each
play used five to six ac-
tors, and the chairs were
transformed into beds,
weapons, ships, or walls.

St. Mary’s College in
Moraga has a longstand-
ing partnership with Cal
Shakes, according to Re-
becca Engle, a founding
member of the school’s
performing arts depart-
ment. She introduced
Ryanne Biernat, who was
one final-exam-week
away from graduation
with a BA in Performance
& Theatre Studies from

Saint Mary’s. Biernat
performed “Faire Play,”
her senior capstone. This
15 minute solo perfor-
mance was co-conceived
with, and written by,
professional actor/play-
wright Mike DiSalvo, and
directed by Visiting Pro-
fessor Shannon R. Davis
for this spring’s senior
one act festival.

In addition, Kimiya
Shokri and Justin Howard
represented St. Mary’s
alumni, having both
graduated from Saint
Mary’s in 2019. Shokri
and Howard played Beat-
rice and Benedict, from
Shakespeare’s “Much Ado
About Nothing.” Both
Shokri and Howard made
their professional acting
debuts before graduating
from college: Shokri with
Shotgun Players, and
Howard in “War of the
Roses” at Cal Shakes.
Shokir was assistant di-
rector of the world pre-
miere of “House of Joy” at
Cal Shakes, and became a
Cal Shakes Teaching
Artist for schools across
the Bay Area. Howard
understudied key roles in
both “King Lear” and
“Winters Tale.” Now
married, both work at
Saint Mary’s: Shokri as
Assistant Director of Saint
Mary’s Intercultural Cen-
ter and Howard as an
Admissions Officer.
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Cal Shakes Executive
Director Clive Worsley,
noted that although it is
the 50th anniversary of
the Cal Shakes, they have
been at home in Orinda
for 33 years. The group
began in Emeryville, and
moved to Berkeley before
finding their home at the
Bruns Memorial Am-
phitheater. To celebrate
its 50th anniversary, Cal
Shakes will be offering
Shakespeare’s comedy,
“As You Like It” this year,
directed by award-
winning Bay Area the-
atremaker Elizabeth
Carter.

Carter praised the
gorgeous set for the up-
coming production and
spoke about the play.
“You go into the woods
and you figure something
out,” she said, talking
about the discovery of
how you really operate in
the world. “In the woods,
you’re not judged for how
you show up,” she added,
noting that there is an
unfolding array of gender
embodiment in the pro-
duction. Worsley added
that he is excited about
the upcoming production,
including the cast and the
design team.

“As You Like It” will
run Sept. 12 to 29 at the
Bruns Memorial Am-
phitheater. The opening
night gala performance

For further informa-
tion about these and

will be on Sept. 14. Tick-
ets will be on sale soon.

On June 29, Cal
Shakes will hold a Fire
Light Tea Party from 5:30
to 9:30 p.m. The Fire
Light Tea Party is de-
scribed as “an immersive,
educational and artisti-
cally inspiring event,
supporting Bay Area
communities to recali-
brate our relationship to
fire, in actionable, effec-
tive, and enjoyable ways,”
that will pair art and en-
tertainment with usable
resources and commu-
nity connection. Tickets
for the four-hour event
are available for $20
each.

other upcoming events,
see https://calshakes.org/.

Brush Clearance per
Fire Regulations

Hauling
Clean Up

= Call Tony at
(925) 497-3741

references available

Safety Fair

Tood Gritzer (right) and
Ray Breslau (left) ex-

4 plain to some young fans

how they help the fire
department with com-

L munications and logis-

tics when needed at the
second annual Wildfire

- Prevention and Safety

Fair at Orinda Commu-
nity Park on June 1.
Many residents came
out to meet dozens of
businesses and non-
profit agencies and learn
how to make themselves
and their families safer,
especially from fire.

- S. O'Doherty

Read, Renew, Repeat!

The Orinda Library's Summer Reading program
begins on June 1st! Readers of all ages are
encouraged to pick up a Reader Passport at the
library. Record each 20 minutes you read in the
passport and when the passport is full, return it
to the library for a free book and a chance to
enter a raffle for a bigger prize! The Friends of
the Orinda Library will be funding these special
prizes. Readers of all ages are welcome and
audio books, magazines, newspapers and read
alouds count too! Check the library for
outstanding books on display to give you ideas.
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Home Fire Protection Resources
Monday evening, June 10, 7:00-8:30 pm on Zoom
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What resources are available for homeowners
to harden their homes against wildfire? The presenters will
discuss free and low-cost resources and grants available
from the agencies.

Presenters:

Assistant Fire Chief and Fire Marshal Chris Bachman of Contra
Costa Fire Protection District

Fire Marshal Jeff Isaacs of Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Outreach and Education Coordinator James Duff of City of Orinda

To register for the meeting, send an email to:
registrar@lamorindacert.org with your name, city, and email
address. We will send a Zoom meeting link.

If you can’t attend on Monday evening, a recording will be
available soon at https:/lamorindacert.org/monthly-meetings/
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Store It Yourself & Save

Man-Sat 5am -6m e vioraza wd. Ste, F
Sunday 10am-4pm. (953 643°2026

“www.SAspace.com




