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Miramonte holds “Senior Day” for class of 2024

By Emma Wong

On the morning of May 21, aromas of burritos, bacon,
and muffins wafted from the Miramonte High School
cafeteria as graduating seniors shared a breakfast.
Donning college merchandise, students participated in
Senior Day - part of the Senior Spirit Week -- to send

off the Class of 2024.

Heading Senior Day planning efforts was parent
Joy Braitberg. “Prior to this year, I chaired Grad Night
for one of my kids who graduated in 2019,” Braitberg
said. “In the fall, the Parent’s Club was looking for
someone to chair Senior Week, and I volunteered.”

Braitberg worked closely with the Parent’s Club,
Leadership, and Miramonte’s administration. The
Class of 2024 parent advisors — Mia Dennis, Lani
MacKenzie, Ellie Attwood, Heather Leal, and Lisa Bal-
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Proposed 66-unit apartment building
draws crowd to Moraga meeting

By Vera Kochan

In what was merely the first of five ex-
pected meetings regarding a proposed
66-unit residential apartment building,
to be located at the corner of School
Street/Country Club Drive, nearby resi-
dents packed into the Planning Com-
mission meeting on May 21 to voice
their opinions.

In order to inform any property
owners within a 600-foot radius of the
site and any who might be affected by
potential, additional traffic on connect-
ing streets, Planning Commission no-
tices were mailed out as a courtesy on
May 9 to inform recipients of the infor-
mational session. While no action was
being taken during the May 21 meeting,
it gave residents the opportunity to
voice their opinions regarding the pro-
ject. Those who couldn’t attend sent in
emails which, after only two days, num-
bered 12.

The applicant, Outdo Country Club
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Drive of Lafayette, requested that the
Planning Commission’s meeting would
be an introduction and informational
session. Moraga Planning Director Af-
shan Hamid reminded the standing-
room-only attendees that the town is re-
quired through the Regional Housing
Needs Allocation (RHNA) to add 1,118
new housing units during the 6th Cycle
Housing Element. Failure to do so could
result in a loss of amenities and funding,
as well as relinquishing certain controls
to the state. ... continued on Page A4
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lantyne — also played key roles, planning and raising
funds to host not only Senior Week, but also all other
events for this cohort of students.

“We hosted a myriad of fundraisers, including
mom and parent parties, raffles and auctions, Casa
Orinda chicken dinners, finals care packages, lei sales,
and Halloween Boo Bags,” Dennis said. “Parents have
also donated to the class activity fund every year.”

After breakfast, students viewed a reflective
slideshow, then meandered over to the theater for a
practical life advice session given by Wellness Center
Coordinator Salvador Avila. Avila reminded seniors of
the importance of mental health after high school,
sharing tips on how to manage stress in the tumult of
college life — including getting enough sleep and

practicing positive thinking.

“As a member of the Miramonte community, I've
had the privilege of observing and interacting with
our students, seeing firsthand their potential and the
unique challenges they face,” Avila said. “My decision
to speak to the senior class stems from a deep under-
standing of their experiences ... from my own journey
through high school.”

An alumni panel of Miramonte graduates an-
swered questions about life after graduation — such
as what college freshman year would be like, or their
biggest regrets about high school. Additionally, stu-
dents engaged in a Kahoot! trivia about the history of
Miramonte. ... continued on Page A11
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Lafayette Community Day 2024

By Jeff Heyman

It was a day of clean
up and community
last Saturday, June 1,
in Lafayette. More
than 200 volunteers
turned out for
Lafayette’s third an-
nual Community Day,
a partnership be-
tween the Commu-
nity Foundation of
Lafayette, the City of
Lafayette and the
Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce. The day
was devoted to ser-
vice and celebrating all things
Lafayette.

Volunteer teams fanned out across
the city to clean up sidewalks, parks,
roadways and creeks. Above, Will El-
der (far right), chair of the Lafayette
Creeks Committee, led committee
members, City staff and volunteers in a

project to remove nonnative, invasive
plants along the West Reach of
Lafayette Creek. The group collected 22
bags of material, making that portion
of the creek, just east of Risa Road on
Mount Diablo Boulevard, an even more
beautiful spot to visit. It’s all about
community here in Lamorinda.
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Lafayette continues to fight for iconic reservoir tower

By Lou Fancher

Before city council and
the public received up-
dates on the EBMUD
Reservoir Tower retrofit
from the Citizens Advi-
sory Committee, City
Manager Niroop Srivatsa
provided a brief sum-
mary of the project’s
history.

“In January 2023,
East Bay Municipal Utility
Disctrict (EBMUD) staff
presented the Lafayette
Reservoir Tower Seismic
Retrofit Project to the
Lafayette City Council
featuring a tower short-
ened by 40 feet. The City
Council and the commu-
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nity expressed concerns
about the proposed de-
sign and the potential
loss of the iconic tower
that has symbolized our
city for decades. A group
of Lafayette residents
with extensive expertise
in seismic structural
retrofit design, structural
engineering, architec-
ture, and construction
volunteered to review
EBMUD’s technical re-
ports, analyses, and plans
to determine if the tower
could be seismically
strengthened in its place
in its original configura-
tion rather than by
shortening the tower. The
committee presented its
first report to you in July
of 2023.”

Since that time, the
committee she said had
“spent countless hours”
reviewing technical stud-
ies and other materials
provided by EBMUD.
Speaking at the meeting
May 28 held on Tuesday
due to the Memorial Day
holiday, Srivatsa said ef-
forts made to work col-
laboratively with EBMUD
and its consultant AE-
COM to identify alterna-
tives and mitigations
have been extensive.

The committee has
concluded that the city
would be best served if
the existing reservoir
tower remained and re-
ceived seismic improve-
ments. Specifically, they
concluded that instead of
shortening the tower, a
retrofit of the upper one
half of the existing tower
using a modest addition
of steel reinforcements
would address seismic
risk, life safety, code
compliance, cost effec-
tiveness, environmental
sensitivity, while pre-
serving the iconic struc-
ture. In their final report
to council, the committee
stated that EBMUD’s pro-

posed shortening of the
tower would actually in-
crease the seismic risk for
downstream residents of
Lafayette in the event of a
major earthquake.

Structural Engineer
and 50-year Lafayette
resident Loring Wyllie
summarized the commit-
tee’s conclusion that
EBMUD’s shortening the
height of the tower would
reduce bending forces,
but could cause it to
shake violently and in-
crease the lateral sheer
forces at its base. While
the tall tower would also
shake during an earth-
quake, a shorter tower
would move at an accel-
erated rate and poten-
tially decrease safety of
residents located
downstream.

Committee chair
Gordon Chong empha-
sized that the commit-
tee’s study of the issues
involved in retrofitting
the tower was based en-
tirely on EBMUD’s struc-
tural design thinking and
data. He said their pri-
mary goal was to protect
Lafayette residents
downstream of the reser-
voir from the negative
impacts of a major earth-
quake. Chong said the
collaborative intentions
of the committee had not
been mirrored by
EBMUD and their consul-
tants. For that reason, the
committee had pivoted
after months of effort to
search for alternative
mitigation and design
proposals to reduce seis-
mic risk.

Response to EBMUD
positions related to re-
pairing conduits to the
tower and not designat-
ing the tower as a pro-
tected historic landmark
appeared in the final re-
port. The committee’s
presentation also in-
cluded mention of letters

sent by EBMUD to the city
accusing the committee
of misrepresenting data
and ignoring vital infor-
mation. For example, the
publicly posted letter ac-
cuses the committee of
ignoring updates follow-
ing a 1995 ICEC report.

Council member Karl
Anduri asked the com-
mittee to respond to the
relevancy of EBMUD’s
statements. The commit-
tee concluded the core
engineering principles
remained the same and
shortening the
tower—regardless of the
data used—would still
result in unknown, in-
creased risk. Of equal
concern was what Wong
said was constant rebut-
tal, defensiveness, and
rejection of the commuit-
tee’s suggestions, indicat-
ing EBMUD’s disinterest
in collaborating and un-
derscoring their position
of having sole authority
in the retrofit. For that
and other reasons, he
said the committee had
no interest in continuing
the conversations with
EBMUD.

Council member
John McCormick asked
about the cost effective-
ness of adding reinforce-
ments to the tower in-
stead of to the conduit at
its base. Wyllie said the
increased tower costs
would be negligible and
would shift the cost of
work done on the
conduits.

In public comments,
a representative of
EBMUD expressed disap-
pointment in the com-
mittee’s final report con-
clusions and disputed
several of its positions.
Working in ways he said
were “responsive and
collaborative,” he
stressed that EBMUD is
accountable to the com-
munity and to the Cali-

fornia Division of Safety
of Dams and would, as a
result, continue with
plans to shorten the
tower.

Vice Mayor WEi-Tai
Kwok said the city’s rela-
tionship with EBMUD
had been positive for
many years and was sur-
prised and disappointed
the committee and
EBMUD had come to log-
gerheads. He suggested
bringing in an adjudica-
tor to move the project
forward.

Anduri suggested the
council list and develop
options and consider
placing the topic on the
agenda for the meeting
June 10. The latter action
would allow time for pu-
bic input. In the mean-
time, staff would be au-
thorized by council to
send a letter to EBMUD
requesting that work
cease on the designs for a
shortened tower.

Council member Su-
san Candell recused her-
self from the discussion
and left the meeting be-
cause she is involved in a
separated, unrelated
lawsuit with EBMUD. Af-
ter she departed the
meeting, the four re-
maining council mem-
bers considered three
options:

1. Agree to EBMUD’s
retrofit Plan B with a
shortened tower. Pros: No
demand on city resources
or dollars, maintains
good relationships with
EBMUD, risk exists but is
low because it would take
a simultaneous maxi-
mum earthquake and
precipitation event to re-
sult in significant dam-
age. Cons: The committee
assessed this is risky and
city would lose the iconic
structure.

... continued on next Page
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Students return to Lafayette
Elementary for High School
Graduate Walkthrough

By Elaine Borden Chandler

Photo Elaine Borden Chandler

High school graduates walk the familiar hallways
of Lafayette Elementary during the inaugural High
School Graduate Walkthrough, Tuesday, May 21.

The playground of
Lafayette Elementary is
normally empty at 2 p.m.
on a Tuesday, with chil-
dren still in classrooms
and parents not yet al-
lowed on campus. How-
ever, on May 21, a small
crowd started to form. It
was a group of high
school seniors, some
dressed in blue or green
or white graduation
robes, some in t-shirts
and shorts, many in
mortarboard caps deco-
rated in sequins or paint.
New arrivals congre-
gated around a table
with a huge pile of name
tags where the crowd
became so thick that at
one point a student
walked over to her
friends and said, “I'm
just going to be name-
less.” The most com-
monly heard phrase was,
“Oh my god, I haven’t
seen you since middle
school!” Students
bunched together,
squinting in the relent-
less sunlight to see who
else was there and wan-
dering from group to
group. They were wait-
ing to begin the inau-
gural High School Grad-
uate Walkthrough at
Lafayette Elementary.
The Graduate Walk-
through was an event
where graduating se-
niors who had attended
Lafayette Elementary as
children came back and
walked through the halls
— areturn to their acad-
emic roots at home be-
fore going out into the
world. As the students
waited for the starting
signal, Mia DeLuca, a
Campolindo graduate
wearing camo high-top
sneakers, was eager to
see her three remaining
teachers to let them
know how much she im-
proved academically.

“I'm going be graduating
with honors this year,”
she said and then laugh-
ingly confessed, “But I
forgot my tassel!”

At2:15p.m. a
crackling voice over the
speaker announced,
“Please join us in cele-
brating our graduates!”
and four students led the
procession as “Pomp and
Circumstance” blared
over the speakers. The
high schoolers wound
through hallways lined
with elementary stu-
dents cheering and
holding up their hands
to receive high fives.

Joseph “JJ” Sanchez,
graduating from
Acalanes, was struck by
how many good memo-
ries the walk brought
back. “It’s just really
strong emotions,” he
said, smiling. “Some of
my old teachers have al-
ready retired so I'm
missing them, but it's re-
ally great to see all the
teachers still here and all
the classmates that went
to the other schools.”

Many of the teachers
stood along the hallways
with their current stu-
dents or gathered in the
courtyard where the
walkthrough ended. In
front of the auditorium
doors, Betsy Balman
stood in a straw hat and
received hug after hug.
Balman, who was a
teacher at Lafayette Ele-
mentary and is currently
the Stanley Middle
School principal, said,
“This was the class that
we had to promote on-
line because of COVID so
it's just all the more spe-
cial to see how they have
transformed.”

Students watched a
video from their former
custodian Mr. Dave,
snatched up pouches of
lemonade referencing

Teacher’s Lemonade
Day, and went to find
their friends and former
teachers. Mr. Moe, a
fifth-grade teacher, chat-
ted with visitors in
waves. “This is a class
that I remembered very
fondly,” he said, “It was
great to see them and
hear about where
they're going to college.”
The parents of the
graduating students also
gathered in the court-
yard, hugging their chil-
dren, taking their pho-
tos, and cheerfully com-
miserating with each
other. One man, dabbing
his eyes, grinned and
asked his friend, “Did
you cry?” who chuckled
as she responded, “Oh
yeah.” Eliza Veronda ad-
mitted she wasn’t sure
how to describe her
emotions but then suc-
cinctly said, “It’s bitter-
sweet but we’re so happy
for them.” Her friend
Eileen Nath added, “I
think it says a lot that
this was totally volun-
tary and so many stu-
dents came back.” Many
of the parents empha-
sized not only their pride
for their children and
other students they had
seen grow up. It wasn’t
unusual to see a parent
talking to a student that
they had last seen in
grade school, asking
them what was now
happening in their life.
There was one par-
ent in particular whom
everyone was thanking
and praising. Kelly
Daggs, president of the
Acalanes Parent Club
and mother of graduat-
ing student Taylor, inde-
pendently initiated and
organized the walk-
through in just three
weeks. During the whole
event, she could be seen
in her sea green dress,
directing the action,
congratulating parents
and students, and check-
ing arrangements. She
believes events like these
are vital to keeping the
community alive and
connected, especially in
difficult times. “There's
some things that came
out of COVID that are to
be celebrated and some
things that the kids have
really suffered from. We
decided to say, Let’s have
a positive moment —
you didn't get your grad-
uation diploma in eighth
grade. That's okay, we
have today.” Daggs is
passing the baton of
leading the walkthrough
to Raina Foster next
year. The walkthrough is
planned for two more
years and expected to
continue after that with
parents, teachers, and
administration all ex-
pressing enthusiasm for
it to become a tradition.

Reservoir tower

... continued from Page A2

2. Maintain tower with-
out retrofit. Anduri pre-
dicted this would re-
quire a large effort, time
and expense and have
little chance of success.
3. Improve safety while
maintaining height. This
would involve changes
from EBMUD and Divi-
sion of Safety of Dam:s.
Pros: If the effort is suc-
cessful, Anduri said they
would “have the best of
both worlds: lower risk
and our iconic tower.”
Cons: Expensive in time

and money to pursue it.
Cost estimates from
EBMUD for this option
indicate it would cost
$7.6 million more than
shortening the tower.
Kwok favored option
three, along with asking
an impartial adjudicator
to examine estimated
cost and safety elements
before issuing recom-
mendations for proceed-
ing. He proposed the
council ask Srivatsa to
draft a letter to EBMUD
requesting they pause
their plans to shorten
the tower. Discussion of

issuing a request that he
and Anduri meet as
council representatives
with an EBMUD board
member and a second
action directing city staff
to draft a letter to Divi-
sion of Safety of Dams
summarizing the city’s
position and requesting
a meeting had the coun-
cil deciding the EBMUD
letter will be issued and
the item will not be
added to the agenda for
future council meetings
until EBMUD’s response
is received.
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116 Fairfield P1, Moraga
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Lovely home featuring an updated kitchen with
shaker-style cabinets, hardwood floors
throughout, vaulted ceiling and spacious yard
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tranquil Quail Ridge community. Move-in ready
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floors and backyard with access to trails & pond.
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SMC’s Class of 2024 artists featured in new exhibit

By Vera Kochan

“Chimeric -- Art Practice
Capstone Exhibition” is
the latest Saint Mary’s
College art installation
on view at the campus
art museum. What
makes the showing
unique is that the 12
featured artists are stu-
dents of the school’s
Class of 2024.
According to SMC’s
exhibit, “The term
‘Chimeric’ has two defi-
nitions: one referring to
the Greek mythological
creature formed from
the parts of various an-
imals, and the other re-
lating to a hope or
dream that is impossi-
ble to achieve. Our
multiplicity counters
the futility of the second
definition by showing
such facets can exist
within our newly cre-
ated space. Through a
body of work that is di-
verse in mediums and
chimeric in and of itself,
we encourage others to
encounter our reflec-
tions, inviting intro-
spection and conversa-

3941 Happy Valley Road, Lafayette
OFFERED AT $8,495,000 | 4 BEDS | 5.5BATHS | 8,620 SQFT

4128 Happy Valley Road, Lafayette
OFFERED AT $4,500,000 | 5BEDS | 4.5BATHS | 4,800 SQFT
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Ear Surgery
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* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags
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¢ Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services

Eyelid Surgery ® Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a
nationally recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
surgeon, opened a private practice in Downtown Orinda to
better serve Lamorinda patients. Specializing entirely in

the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is nationally recognized for
providing patients with beautiful, elegant, and natural results.

Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION

96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824  Double Board-Certified

TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

tion about our connec-
tion to broader society.”

Collectively, the stu-
dent artists hoped to of-
fer new perspectives on
the human condition
with a focus on race,
culture, gender, psy-
chology, media, child-
hood, and reality.

Upon first walking
into the exhibit, guests
are “greeted” by a large
mural that was a team
effort. It has no name
other than being de-
scribed as ““Chimeric’
Graduating class
mural”, and serves the
purpose of offering a
glimpse of what is yet to
come.

Keaton Gershen-
Lewis contributed six
pieces on display with
titles such as “Sketch for
a Propaganda Mural”,
“Dynamite”, and
“Screenshot”. His
grayscale paintings are
“an examination of the
contemporary cycles of
imagery, emphasizing
the focus on appropri-
ated images of violence
and sexuality, com-
monly encountered and
reshared subjects
throughout the digital
space.”

Alexa Andris’ four
paintings are titled:
“Unprofessional”, “2:36
a.m.”, “Let’s Not Split

Hairs”, and “Eye of the
Beholder”. She explores
the idea of what a hair-
style’s first impression
leaves upon the world.
Andris “endeavors to
create a space for em-
pathy, understanding,
and empowerment,
inviting viewers to re-
flect on their own rela-
tionships with societal
norms and embrace the
beauty of individuality
in all forms.”

“Te Amo Mucho
Much Mucho” could al-
most be described as a
visit to someone’s
home. Celeste Xictlactli
Escobedo uses various
objects and photos to
invite the viewer into
her world. “Sourcing
found objects that have
been discarded or for-
gotten and giving them
a new home works in
tandem with my hand-
made pieces,” she ex-
plained. “The physical
artifacts that are pro-
duced through my
practice play with the
same themes of preser-
vation, also bring in a
manipulation to scale
and context.”

"Chimeric -- Art
Practice Capstone Exhi-
bition" is currently on
view until June 23,
2024.

Alexa Andris

66-unit apartment build

... continued from Page Al

Outdo's project
manager, David Mar-
shall, was in attendance
to introduce himself be-
fore turning things over
to Goetz Frank, the pro-
ject’s director with Form
4 Architecture of San
Francisco. Frank’s pre-
sentation included vari-
ous slides that gave
everyone an idea of the
proposed apartment
building’s outward ap-
pearance; blueprint
views of each of the four
story’s layout; and any
intended landscaping
changes/additions. For
many, this was the first
glimpse of the project in
detail.

According to the
staff report by Moraga

TAMPLEN

Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.

Principal Planner Brian
Horn, “The gross floor
area of the proposed
residential building is
88,060 square feet with
23,511 square feet of
garage area. The build-
ing is proposed to be 49
feet in height to the top
of the roof parapet and
will be four stories in
height.”

The report adds, “To
construct the building,
three contiguous parcels
(1600, 1640, and 1660
School Street) would be
combined through ei-
ther a parcel map or lot
line adjustment prior to
building permits being
issued for the building,
which would create a
single 2.002-acre parcel.
Currently, each parcel
contains an existing
commercial office build-
ing and shares an exist-
ing outdoor parking lot
with a fourth commer-
cial office building lo-
cated at 1620 School
Street. The existing of-
fice buildings on 1640
and 1660 School Street
would be demolished
and replaced with the
new residential apart-
ment building.”

Proposed amenities
would include landscape
improvements to the
area, a shared work-
space, a wellness center,
and an elevated outdoor
courtyard on the second
floor.

The Lafayette Mor-
aga Regional Trail is sit-
uated within an ease-
ment that runs through
the western side of the
property. Beyond that is
Laguna Creek. Neither
of these sites would see

any changes. However,
40 trees would be re-
moved from the in-
tended project’s site,
while 53 new trees are
expected to be planted
in addition to any land-
scape features.

The first of many
public comments came
from Head of Saklan
School David O’Connell.
As literally the proposed
project’s next door
neighbor, he voiced
many concerns: possible
removal of the nearby
redwood trees; blocked
natural light for the
school due to the build-
ing’s height; the loss of
privacy to the campus;
disrupting noise ema-
nating from the apart-
ment complex; traffic
and safety issues; and
the "unharmonious" ap-
pearance of the building
as compared to the rest
of the neighborhood.

Other long-time res-
idents expressed wild-
fire safety/evacuation
concerns with respect to
the potential addition of
approximately 120 more
cars to the area; a four-
story building is too high
and its occupants could

.l-.

Image courtesy of Moraga Planning Department

look into neighboring
homes and yards; set-
back issues; the possibil-
ity of a subterranean
garage, thereby elimi-
nating one story; and
lastly, a plea for new
housing to begin at the
shopping centers rather
than established resi-
dential areas.

Not everyone was
opposed to the new 66-
unit apartment building.
Some residents wanted
to see more of this type
of housing, which would
make Moraga poten-
tially affordable to
young families, teachers
who work in the local
schools, and employees
of local businesses. It
was also put forth that
the location would be
close to public trans-
portation (BART and
bus), and as such, the
traffic might not be as
bad as feared. Others
spoke in favor of the
building’s architectural
style.

The project is tenta-
tively scheduled to be
brought back to the
Planning Commission
for consideration on
June 18.
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MOFD Fire Chief Dave Winnacker gives a
presentation during Fire Safety Community Meeting

With fire season fast ap-
proaching, residents of
Lamorinda can’t help be-
ing concerned about
whether the area is pre-
pared for a worst case
scenario. The Town of
Moraga and the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District
(MOFD) hosted a May 30
Fire Safety Community
Meeting to discuss fire
prevention measures, fire
insurance, and other re-
lated topics.

The Joaquin Moraga
Intermediate School’s li-
brary served as the venue,
and Town Manager Scott
Mitnick estimated over
100 residents came to hear
MOFD Fire Chief Dave

Winnacker, Moraga Police
Chief Jon King, Principal
and Consulting Actuary
Nancy Watkins of Milli-
man (a property and ca-
sualty practice), and Mit-
nick discuss the topics at
hand.

The specter of the
2017 Tubbs Fire, which
destroyed parts of Calis-
toga and Santa Rosa, was
just the beginning of what
Mother Nature is capable
of doing. In 2018, the ur-
ban firestorm that began
in Paradise and devel-
oped into the Camp Fire,
eventually burned
153,336 acres, was re-
sponsible for 85 deaths,
and went on to become

www.lamorindaweekly.com

the deadliest and most
destructive fire in Cali-
fornia history. Up until
that point, fires that
burned entire communi-
ties were not on many
Californian’s radars.
Winnacker started
the ball rolling with a
slide presentation dis-
cussing, “What has
changed?” He noted a sig-
nificant increase in fuel
loading (combustible ma-
terials), more develop-
ment in fire dependent
landscapes, increasing
vapor pressure deficit
(the difference between
the amount of moisture in
the air and how much
moisture the air can hold
when it is saturated), and
increasing exposure to
extreme fire weather.
Winnacker’s presen-
tation added that between
the years 2010 - 2020, fire
crews were "responding to
unprecedented environ-
mental and property
losses” that were over-
whelmingly human-
caused. Lightening strikes
played a significantly
smaller role, followed by
“undetermined” causes.
There is a disconnect
in understanding wildfire
risk, and it is important to
note that mitigations
matter. Winnacker also
stated, “We cannot sup-

925-377-0977

Town of Moraga and MOFD host Fire
Safety Community Meeting

By Vera Kochan

press, regulate, or price
our way out of the WUI
fire problem [Wild Urban
Interface -- areas that ex-
perience wildfires], and
there is a linkage of con-
ditions on the ground to
pricing of risk” with re-
gards to insurance.

Wildfires enter a
community via three
pathways: vegetation to
vegetation, vegetation to
structure, and structure
to structure. MOFD’s goal
is to disrupt the pathways
through fuel treatments,
defensible space, home
hardening, and WUI sup-
pression response.

Winnacker also dis-
cussed a comprehensive
view of risks to be con-
sidered such as, “how the
fire will come to the com-
munity; where it will en-
ter via ground component
and ember cast; how re-
silient are those entry
points; how many fire-
fighters are available;
what are those firefight-
ers equipped for; how
long will it take to get
them there; and under
what command relation-
ships will they work.” All
of this falls within the
understanding of risk,
mitigations and residual
risk of conflagration level
loss.

... continued on Page A8
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Temporary injunction issued
against wedding noise at Moraga

Hacienda de Las Flores

By Sora O’Doherty

The request for a tempo-
rary injunction to Contra
Costa Superior Court by a
group of Moraga neigh-
bors of Hacienda de Las
Flores was granted in
part and denied in part
by the court on May 23.
Pending the issuance of a
$10,000 bond, Judge
Charles Treat said he
would enjoin the use of
microphones outside the
Hacienda building, but
denied the plaintiffs’ re-
quest to have outdoor
speakers removed. The
court further denied the
request to contain ampli-
fied sound indoors, hav-
ing found it to be not fea-
sible. The court also de-
nied plaintiffs’ request
for a prohibition on hard
alcoholic drinks.

The temporary in-
junction will be directed
at Wedgewood Weddings
only, as the court saw no
need to enjoin the Town
of Moraga. A preliminary
injunction was also ap-
proved prohibiting
Wedgewood from erect-
ing or maintaining a tent
or other semi-permanent
structure in the parkland
outside the boundaries of
Wedgewood’s excusive
use lease.

The judge based the
issuance of the tempo-
rary injunction on his
finding that the plaintiffs
showed “some modest
possibility of prevailing
on their claim that there
is a public nuisance.” The
judge also speculated
that the plaintiffs might

have had a stronger case
in 2022, but that “what-
ever possible noise or
unruly party violations
have significantly dimin-
ished as of the later half
of 2023.”

Plaintiffs in the case,
a group of residents
whose homes adjoin the
Hacienda property, have
requested a five-day jury
trial on their complaint.
A case management con-
ference has been sched-
uled for June 7, 2024, and
a hearing on demurrer is
scheduled for Sept. 12. A
demurrer is a legal ac-
tion which says that even
if a plaintiff could prove
everything in the com-
plaint, there are still no
grounds for the relief
sought.

A
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Hacienda Nights
6/18 from 5pm-9pm

Hacienda de las Flores
Food — Friends — Fun

Moragarec.com

PARKS & RECREATION

MORAGA

Are you passionate about Moraga?
The Moraga Community Foundation (MCF)

is looking for additional board members. We
raise funds to finance community projects
that enhance the quality of life in the Town
of Moraga. If you live or have a business in
Moraga, you are eligible to apply. MCF terms
are for two years, and board members meet
monthly.

Let’s build a better Moraga together!
Please email a letter of interest fo
applicants@moragacommunityfoundation.org.
Application deadline June 21.

MCFis a 501(c)(3) organization.

For more information please visit
www.moragacommunityfoundation.org

Certech

Envwranmsaniol Sanaced

", www.certechpest.com
(925) 300-1094

CERTECH PEST PREVENTION
& TERMITE PROTECTION

ONE MONTH FREE

MONTHLY & BIMONTHLY ANNUAL
SERVICE AGREEMENTS

ORTHODONTICS

Moraga's Smile Destination

Orthodontics for Adults and Children

Eric L. Axelrode, D.D.S., M.S.
Mark G. Axelrode, D.D.S., M.S.

925.376.2800

AXELRODEORTHODONTICS.com

1016 Country Club Dr., Moraga, CA 94556
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City Council Regular READY TO MAKE A MOVE?

ORINDA

Monday, June 10, 7 p.m. Modern Townhome. Smart Features. Stylish Upgrades.

Orinda Library Auditorium ; ] iy . iy 160 Ravenhill Road, Orinda
Planning Commission i &, - 1 3BR | 3BA | 2,882+ SF
Tuesday, June 11, 7 p.m. $1,685,000 | 160ravenhill.com
Orinda Library Auditorium
Supplemental Sales Tax
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, June 5, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community
Room, 22 Orinda Way

See public meetings schedule
on these pages and check
online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

a3 A splendid light-filled floor plan with dramatic
living and dining rooms, luxurious private
primary retreat, offices/bonus spaces, and
lovely outdoor leisure and entertaining venues.
Includes a smart HVAC system with 3-zones,
a solar panel system with a Tesla power
wall backup battery, and an electric vehicle
charger. Perfectly located at the end of a
small level cul-de-sac with glorious outlooks.
Close to everything yet worlds away.

Chris Swim
DRE 00943989

Tracy Keaton
DRE 01051349

925.766.1447

Chris and Tracy have been providing expert Real Estate Leadership in Lamorinda for over 3 decades. chris@chrisswim.com

Call us at 925.766.1447 to schedule your private tour of 160 Ravenhill Road! chrisswim.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented
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COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!

Fully Insured < Certified Arborist %* License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

CE@MPASS

Got gas?

Many people think
plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas
Iines and fixtures too.

LeapFrog Loot |
| $50 off |

AanIumblng_lob*
I LeapFrog Loot

1 $100 off |

| Gas line installation I
over $600*

LTeapFrog Loot'l
$75 off |

| Tankless water heater|
b = Jnstallation* __ 4

*Limit 1 coupon per jOb Exp 9/30/24

We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

sizzling
./ 7 summer
l l\___.f specials...
o Outdoor kitchens
* New gas lines for
cooktops and dryers

e Fire pits & patio heaters
¢ Pool heaters & hot tubs

¢ Natural gas barbecues

We’re poly-pipe certified, |
(better than iron)

Approved vendors of PG&E

green solutions!

: 9377-6600 =

CA Lic
sa564 www.LeapFrogPIumblng.com

In Lieu parking fee holiday benefits
developer of The Station

By Sora O’Doherty

Although Orinda City
Council Member Inga
Miller vigorously ob-
jected, the council voted
4 to 1 on May 21 to allow
the development known
as “The Station” to pro-
ceed without paying the
$823,810 in lieu parking
fees assessed at the time
that the project was ap-
proved. The reason for
the action was that, six
months after the devel-
opment was approved,
the State of California
adopted AB 2097, which
eliminated any require-
ment for parking within
a half mile from a major
transportation hub, such
as BART. Since 25A
Orinda Way is within a
half mile of the BART
station, the project
would have been ex-
empt from in lieu park-
ing fees had it been sub-
mitted later.

In lieu parking fees
are intended to allow
cities to make alterna-
tive provisions for park-
ing when a development
is permitted to build
without the required
number of parking
spaces. The develop-
ment at 25A Orinda Way,
which is within one half
mile of the Orinda BART
station, would not re-
quire any parking, had it
been proposed after the
adoption of AB 2097. Af-
ter the adoption of the
state law, the developer
could have simply aban-
doned the approved

plans and resubmitted
them to avoid the in lieu
parking fees.

Orinda staff esti-
mated that having to re-
submit the project for
entitlement approvals
would likely have de-
layed construction of the
project at least 4 to 6
months. Rather than
subjecting the project to
another costly and time-
consuming process that
would likely not result
in a materially different
project, simply to take
advantage of the cur-
rently applicable AB
2097 parking provisions,
and rather than creating
a project-specific bene-
fit, City staff recom-
mended that the City
Council reconsider and
approve a resolution es-
tablishing a fee holiday
for in-lieu fees applica-
ble to qualifying projects
within 1/2 mile of the
BART station. As it hap-
pens, the only project
that will be affected is
The Station.

Miller viewed the
proposed action as de-
priving the city of nearly
a million dollars. She
argued against the reso-
lution, stating that it was
not a given that the pro-
ject would be approved
if resubmitted. She re-
called that during the
lengthy time that the de-
veloper and the city
worked on the approval
of the project, the devel-
oper had been granted a

number of exemptions
to city requirements,
such as the overall
height of the building.

Miller also brought
up the provision in the
law that might allow the
imposition of parking
requirements if a a de-
tailed parking study
showed a negative im-
pact on other businesses
in Orinda Village. Al-
though she noted that
the city had neither the
funds nor the staff to
complete such a study,
she thought that per-
haps local businesses
would be interested in
providing such a study.

Paul Ugenti, the de-
veloper of the project,
spoke during the public
comment period, ex-
plaining that if he were
forced to resubmit his
plans, the project would
suffer by the delays
caused, which might af-
fect tenant agreements,
financing arrangements,
and contracts with con-
tractors. He explained to
the council that he has
already spent very long
periods of time obtain-
ing the necessary per-
mits, 3 months with
Central San and 14
months with Contra
Costa County for build-
ing permits. He con-
cluded by saying that
“we feel like we are go-
ing to deliver a phenom-
enal project for this
community and be a
value to it.”

Two written com-
ments on the proposed
action were submitted to
the council prior to the
meeting. Ethan Elkind
wrote in strong support
of the fee waiver, asking
the council to adopt it
“so we can finally en-
courage some develop-
ment in our downtown
near BART.”

Nick Waranoff
wrote in opposition to
the proposed action,
calling the staff report
“myopic” because it
didn’t account for the
possibility of housing
being built in the village
without any required
parking. He added that
“The reality is that the
owners of the Station
will profit from cus-
tomers and employees
of its tenants free-
loading on private, off-
street parking nearby.”
He added, “This pro-
posal is literally shifting
money from the owners
of the adjacent proper-
ties into the pockets of
the developers of the
Station.”

25A Orinda Way has
been vacant for about 25
years. The property was
bought by Ugenti and a
partner, and the ap-
proved plans include a
large market hall
promising artisanal food
and crafts, recreational
areas, and offices and
co-working spaces
above.

EBMUD debuts its largest solar array

By Sora O’Doherty

Orinda City Manger
David Biggs and City
Council Member Bran-
dyn Iverson attended a
public event marking
the completion of the

Bay Area
\ /) Greenscapes, Inc.

S:.-'nlherlr; Grass - Installation - Londscaping

—-—'_._'_

1801 Saint Mary's Rd. Moraga, CA 94556
Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting

Mew Landscape Installation
Re-Landscape & Remodel
Residential & Commercial
Green Landscape Options
Maintenance & Clean Ups
Synthetic Lawn Installation

(A Lick 938445
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largest solar array ever
built by East Bay Munic-
ipal Utility District
(EBMUD) last week. The
Orinda photovoltaic so-
lar energy project is a
12-acre solar array that
will connect directly to
the electricity grid.

The 4.6-megawatt
installation will generate
10 million kilowatt-
hours of clean, renew-
able energy annually
and save EBMUD
ratepayers $26 million
in electricity costs over
the next 25 years. Water
treatment and pumping
are energy intensive,
and this project moves
EBMUD closer to its goal
to be carbon neutral by
the end of this decade,
according to the District.

Iverson, speaking at
the event, noted that
Orinda is a proud part-
ner of EBMUD, and
praised the project as
being well sited and in-
visible from the road.
She was on the Planning
Commission at the com-
mencement of the pro-
jectin 2019, which she
described as “terrific
sustainable green infra-
structure.” The project
site is located directly
across Bear Creek Road
from PG&E’s Sobrante
Substation. According to
EBMUD, this reduces
potential impacts asso-
ciated with interconnec-
tion to the electrical
grid. In addition, to pre-
serve the open space
character of the area,

Photo provided

EBMUD has incorpo-
rated vegetative screen-
ing into the project to
minimize its visibility
from Bear Creek Road
and nearby trails.

The project has been
constructed by TotalEn-
ergies. Press and offi-
cials were offered tours
of the arrays, which are
built of steel capable of
withstanding high winds
up to 120 miles per hour.
Eric Potts, Vice President
of TotalEnergies, de-
scribed the 12,000 high
efficiency modules
which were partly in-
stalled using artificial
intelligence to direct un-
manned pile driving.
Only four posts were out
of alignment, and those
by less than one inch.
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing'’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,

Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988

ﬂllnnﬁsl

www.honestrodentproofing.com - padent Proofing

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento #xrgaifast 145 £a5 THELE

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977
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Planning a Summer or Fall Home Sale?

The Lamorinda seller’s market remains strong for well-prepared, properly
priced and expertly marketed properties. Planning is critical under
the current, uncertain economic conditions.

Now is an opportune time to make your move. Call me and utilize
my 20+ years of local success to achieve your real estate goals.

Integrity ¢ Knowledge ¢ Results
Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC,

Local talent shines at opening of 50th season of Cal Shakes

By Sora O’Doherty

Students from local
schools, including Mira-
monte High School and
Saint Mary’s College, per-
formed at the launch of
the 50th season of the
California Shakespeare
Festival on Saturday, May
18.

On the sunny but
cool afternoon, the stu-
dents from Miramonte
performed three 10-
minute short versions of
Shakespeare’s plays. As a
part of the school’s
drama program, their re-
mit was to work dressed
in all black, with no set or
props beyond a number
of black chairs. Drama
teacher Heather Cousins
introduced the Mira-
monte students, explain-
ing that this annual pro-
ject is the last thing that
senior drama students do
before graduating. Each
play used five to six ac-
tors, and the chairs were
transformed into beds,
weapons, ships, or walls.

St. Mary’s College in
Moraga has a longstand-
ing partnership with Cal
Shakes, according to Re-
becca Engle, a founding
member of the school’s
performing arts depart-
ment. She introduced
Ryanne Biernat, who was
one final-exam-week
away from graduation
with a BA in Performance
& Theatre Studies from

Saint Mary’s. Biernat
performed “Faire Play,”
her senior capstone. This
15 minute solo perfor-
mance was co-conceived
with, and written by,
professional actor/play-
wright Mike DiSalvo, and
directed by Visiting Pro-
fessor Shannon R. Davis
for this spring’s senior
one act festival.

In addition, Kimiya
Shokri and Justin Howard
represented St. Mary’s
alumni, having both
graduated from Saint
Mary’s in 2019. Shokri
and Howard played Beat-
rice and Benedict, from
Shakespeare’s “Much Ado
About Nothing.” Both
Shokri and Howard made
their professional acting
debuts before graduating
from college: Shokri with
Shotgun Players, and
Howard in “War of the
Roses” at Cal Shakes.
Shokir was assistant di-
rector of the world pre-
miere of “House of Joy” at
Cal Shakes, and became a
Cal Shakes Teaching
Artist for schools across
the Bay Area. Howard
understudied key roles in
both “King Lear” and
“Winters Tale.” Now
married, both work at
Saint Mary’s: Shokri as
Assistant Director of Saint
Mary’s Intercultural Cen-
ter and Howard as an
Admissions Officer.

Photo Craig Isaacs, BlueGoo Photography

Cal Shakes Executive
Director Clive Worsley,
noted that although it is
the 50th anniversary of
the Cal Shakes, they have
been at home in Orinda
for 33 years. The group
began in Emeryville, and
moved to Berkeley before
finding their home at the
Bruns Memorial Am-
phitheater. To celebrate
its 50th anniversary, Cal
Shakes will be offering
Shakespeare’s comedy,
“As You Like It” this year,
directed by award-
winning Bay Area the-
atremaker Elizabeth
Carter.

Carter praised the
gorgeous set for the up-
coming production and
spoke about the play.
“You go into the woods
and you figure something
out,” she said, talking
about the discovery of
how you really operate in
the world. “In the woods,
you’re not judged for how
you show up,” she added,
noting that there is an
unfolding array of gender
embodiment in the pro-
duction. Worsley added
that he is excited about
the upcoming production,
including the cast and the
design team.

“As You Like It” will
run Sept. 12 to 29 at the
Bruns Memorial Am-
phitheater. The opening
night gala performance

For further informa-
tion about these and

will be on Sept. 14. Tick-
ets will be on sale soon.

On June 29, Cal
Shakes will hold a Fire
Light Tea Party from 5:30
to 9:30 p.m. The Fire
Light Tea Party is de-
scribed as “an immersive,
educational and artisti-
cally inspiring event,
supporting Bay Area
communities to recali-
brate our relationship to
fire, in actionable, effec-
tive, and enjoyable ways,”
that will pair art and en-
tertainment with usable
resources and commu-
nity connection. Tickets
for the four-hour event
are available for $20
each.

other upcoming events,
see https://calshakes.org/.

Brush Clearance per
Fire Regulations

Hauling
Clean Up

= Call Tony at
(925) 497-3741

references available

Safety Fair

Tood Gritzer (right) and
Ray Breslau (left) ex-

4 plain to some young fans

how they help the fire
department with com-

L munications and logis-

tics when needed at the
second annual Wildfire

- Prevention and Safety

Fair at Orinda Commu-
nity Park on June 1.
Many residents came
out to meet dozens of
businesses and non-
profit agencies and learn
how to make themselves
and their families safer,
especially from fire.

- S. O'Doherty

Read, Renew, Repeat!

The Orinda Library's Summer Reading program
begins on June 1st! Readers of all ages are
encouraged to pick up a Reader Passport at the
library. Record each 20 minutes you read in the
passport and when the passport is full, return it
to the library for a free book and a chance to
enter a raffle for a bigger prize! The Friends of
the Orinda Library will be funding these special
prizes. Readers of all ages are welcome and
audio books, magazines, newspapers and read
alouds count too! Check the library for
outstanding books on display to give you ideas.

eyl

READ, RENEW, REPEA
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Home Fire Protection Resources
Monday evening, June 10, 7:00-8:30 pm on Zoom
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What resources are available for homeowners
to harden their homes against wildfire? The presenters will
discuss free and low-cost resources and grants available
from the agencies.

Presenters:

Assistant Fire Chief and Fire Marshal Chris Bachman of Contra
Costa Fire Protection District

Fire Marshal Jeff Isaacs of Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Outreach and Education Coordinator James Duff of City of Orinda

To register for the meeting, send an email to:
registrar@lamorindacert.org with your name, city, and email
address. We will send a Zoom meeting link.

If you can’t attend on Monday evening, a recording will be
available soon at https:/lamorindacert.org/monthly-meetings/
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Store It Yourself & Save

Man-Sat 5am -6m e vioraza wd. Ste, F
Sunday 10am-4pm. (953 643°2026

“www.SAspace.com
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Letters to the editor

Wagner Ranch Nature
Area

I want to tell you about a
very beautiful woodland
that is enriched by
streams, ponds and
wildlife. For twenty years
Native People of our re-
gion, led by Cherokee El-
der, Chester Miner, gath-
ered for the Fall Olive
Festival and the Spring
Earth Day Festival to
drum, sing, dance and
bless the land. Since the
late 1970’s more than
15,000 children have
been immersed in Native
American Studies taught

by Naturalist Toris Jaeger.

The Wagner Ranch
Nature Area is an impor-
tant site for Ohlone Peo-
ple and the historic home
and ranch of California’s
first Surveyor General,
Theodore Wagner. For
years the Orinda Histori-
cal Society and the city
landmarks committee
proposed to list the Wag-
ner home as an historical
site. However, to date the
OUSD has declined to re-
strict the use of its prop-
erty in any way.

It is distressing to re-
port that for the past 15
months, the Wagner

925-377-0977

Ranch Nature Area has
been closed due to haz-
ards such as trees felled
by the 2023 storms. Facil-
itated by Assembly Per-
son, Rebecca Bauer-
Kahan, in September
2023 the District was
awarded a grant of $1.5M
from the State to mitigate
the hazards.

Despite pleas from
Orinda citizens and stu-
dents, the District still has
not decided if it will ac-
cept the grant. A student
at Miramonte High
School started a
Change.org petition —
Save the Wagner Ranch

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Nature Area — which re-
ceived hundreds of sig-
natures in the first few
days and has more than
1000 to date. Paper peti-
tions are also circulating
in the community. Hun-
dreds of signatures were
turned into the District at
its May 6th School Board
Meeting.

The delay in accept-
ing these funds for re-

pairing the Nature Area
remains a mystery to
most Orinda citizens,
who support the reopen-
ing and protection of this
historically and ecologi-
cally unique treasure for
students and the commu-
nity. If not accepted by
mid-June, the $1.5M goes
back to the State’s general
fund.

Please help encour-

Wednesday, June 5, 2024

age the Orinda school
board trustees to accept
the grant, complete the
hazard mitigation work,
and re-open the Nature
Area! Also, please sign
the petition at
www.change.org\save-
the-wagner-ranch-
nature-area.

Katharine D. Barrett
Orinda

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence — we
will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be factually
accurate. Lamorinda Weekly reserves the right to refuse publishing a letter submission. Visit
www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular
mail: Lamorinda Weekly, 1480 Moraga Road STE C #202, Moraga, CA 94556

Town of Moraga and MOFD host Fire Safety Community Meeting

... continued from Page A5

There are parcel
level mitigations that in-
volve property owner
cooperation. Maintain a
Zone Zero (0-5 feet from
a structure) free of com-
bustive material to in-
clude mulch and fences;
home hardening retro-
fits; roofs and gutters
maintained free of
leaves and needles; an-
nual grass and weeds cut
to 3 inches or less by
June 1; juniper removed

within 10 feet of a road;
dead trees removed
within 100 feet of struc-
tures or property; and
ladder fuels removed to
create six foot airgaps to
tree canopy.

Watkins explained
that urban conflagration
is a phenomenon that is
new to insurance agen-
cies. Homeowners don’t
understand why they
can still be considered
high-risk when they’'ve
done everything they
can to fire-proof their

property. However, their
entire neighborhood
must be in alignment
with regards to home-
hardening in order to be
considered low-risk.
King discussed the
importance for residents
to register with the Com-
munity Warning System
(www.cwsalerts.com)
with regards to emer-
gency information. In a
statement sent through
Nixle, MPD explained
that CWS is “what will be
used in the event of an

emergency to issue
evacuation orders and
warnings. CWS allows us
to notify people within
individual evacuation
Zone areas, ensuring
that notifications are di-
rected to those who need
them, rather than being
sent out townwide. CWS
is the primary warning
system that will be used,
and residents should
register both mobile and
residence phone num-
bers with CWS.”

The town also uses

the Genasys Protect pro-
gram (Www.pro-
tect.genasys.com) which
displays evacuation
zones and will be used
with CWS in order to
provide additional in-
formation to residents.
The project is funded by
the county’s Measure X
funds.

Moraga also uses
Nixle to provide emer-
gency and advisory in-
formation. Nixle is avail-
able through the Ever-
bridge app, which can be

found in the App Store
or via Google. For addi-
tional information about
emergency prepared-
ness visit: www.lamor-
indacert.org.

Mitnick spoke to the
unlikely scenario of a
complete evacuation of
the town and noted that
with the 1,118 Housing
Element units that Mor-
aga is required to build,
staff is very mindful of
the evacuation possibili-
ties and procedures.

Peaceful protest as Saint

By Lou Fancher

Clashes between pro-
Palestinian students and
leaders of colleges and
universities across the
United States have made
the headlines for months.
Several protest demon-
strations over the Israel-
Gaza war have resulted
in suspensions, arrests,
forceful closure of en-
campments, and violent
interactions between po-
lice, students, and outside
demonstrators. Students
in chapters of organiza-
tions such as Students for
Justice in Palestine and
Jewish Voice for Peace
are demanding academic
institutions call for a per-

manent ceasefire in Gaza,
disclose financial invest-
ments—and, in some
cases, academic links—to
Israel, and divest of all
investments associated
with arms suppliers or
other companies profit-
ing from the war.

All too often what is
missing from the head-
lines are the stories of
what has happened at
college campuses like
Saint Mary’s College in
Moraga. On the evening
of May 16, approximately
20 Saint Mary’s students
held vigil around a De La
Salle statue memorial
recognizing Palestinian

Mary's College brings students and staff together

children killed after the
Hamas invasion of Israel
on Oct. 7, 2023. Students
then began a peaceful oc-
cupation of the nearby
chapel, including seven
students who began a
hunger strike. Among
them was the peaceful sit-
in’s co-organizer Jacob
Machnik, a student with
the SMC chapter of Stu-
dents for Justice in Pales-
tine. He is an ethnic stud-
ies major and graduated
May 25, along with the
rest of the 2024 under-
graduate class.

“We began with the
vigil and sit-in Wednes-
day night and it was early

Thursday morning that
an administrator came in
to request an opportunity
to meet with us,” Mach-
nik said in an interview.
“We sent back a request
to meet with the provost
and they responded im-
mediately. By that second
night, we were in

negotiations.”

Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Provost Corey
Cook in a separate inter-
view described the first
interactions: “To be hon-
est, my greatest concern
was the hunger strike,
not the political pressure.
We were headed into fi-

nals and graduation. I
needed them to eat, to get
a good night’s sleep. Im-
portantly, we didn’t need
them to harm themselves
to get our attention.”

... continued on Page A9

community.

Allan.

At

John Patrick Hession

John Patrick Hession passed away
peacefully at home, surrounded by his chil-
dren. A resident of Lafayette since 1978, he
grew up in Hastings, England. Born on No-
vember 4, 1931, to John and Eileen Hession,
he had two siblings, eldest sister Eileen and
| younger sister Rosemary.

As a young man, John worked in ad-
ministration at St. Helen’s hospital. At a
dance, he met the love of his life, Maureen
Ryan, who was studying nursing at the hos-
pital. They married on February 8, 1956, at
St. Mary Star of the Sea Catholic Church in
Hastings. That June, John and Maureen set
out on a great adventure, crossing the At-
lantic Ocean onboard the Queen Mary, to a new life in America.

Settling in San Jose, they started their family with the birth of their
first son, Kevin, followed one year later with Michael, three years later with
Eileen and three years later with Nancy.

John enjoyed a long, successful career with Dole Foods, beginning in
San Jose in the late 1950s. In 1967, a career opportunity with Dole prompted a
move to Brussels, Belgium, where their youngest son Chris was born. As a
sales executive, John traveled extensively throughout Europe and the Middle
East. Living in Europe also introduced John and Maureen’s children to vari-
ous cultures and countries.

In 1978, the family moved back to the United States to live in
Lafayette. John continued working for Dole until he retired in 1992. His fa-
vorite pastimes included playing golf with his friends at Tilden Park Golf
Course in the Berkeley hills.

Married for 66 years, John and Maureen loved being around their
family including grandchildren Kathryn, Peter, Lauren, Nicole, Daniel, Conor,
Claire and Sarah. They kept close ties with their family abroad through cor-
respondence, phone calls and visits.

Parishioners for more than forty years at St. Perpetua Catholic
Church, it became the center of their spiritual life for John and Maureen, who
attended mass together and became greatly involved in the church

John was preceded in death by his beloved wife, Maureen, their dear
daughter, Nancy Monaco, as well as his sisters Eileen Funnell and Rosemary

He is survived by his son Kevin and his wife Stephanie; son Michael
and his wife Kristin; daughter Eileen (Dufau) and her husband Dave; son-in-
law Kevin Monaco; son Chris and his wife Jamie; grandchildren Kathryn, Pe-
ter, Lauren, Nicole, Daniel, Conor, Claire and Sarah.

A memorial service will be held at 11:45 a.m., Friday, June 14, in the
chapel at St. Perpetua Catholic Church, 3454 Hamlin Road, Lafayette. A pri-
vate burial with the family will follow.
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Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement, such as
a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or about a special
person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with your text (up to 200
words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations or Remembrances”

in the subject line.

Public Safety

Emergency response:
Emergency: 24 Hours
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010
Nixle: Text your zip code to
888777 or www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925-283-3680
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221
Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com
Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com
Moraga Police Department:
329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055
Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049
Orinda Police Department:
22 Orinda Way 925-254-6820
Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan
925-254-6820
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafayette Police

Department

Incident

Summary

Report

May 12 - May 25

Alarms 38

911 Calls (incudes hang-ups) 9
194

Traffic
Suspicious Circumstances 7

Suspicious Subject 22
Suspicious Vehicle 8
Service to Citizen 34

Patrol Req./Security Check 19
Public/School Assembly Check 14

Supplemental Report 28
Vacation House Check 24
Welfare Check 20
Ordinance Violation 1
Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary

900 Block Buchan Dr.
Dui Misd

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Lafayette Cir.

Hit And Run Misdemeanor
Police Department (2)
700 Block Las Trampas Rd.

Stanley Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd. (3)

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd. (2)

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

St Marys Rd./Glenside Dr. (3)

Deer Hill Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Reckless Driving

Wb Sr 24 At Pleasant Hill Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Pleasant Hill Cir./Acalanes Ave.

Upper Happy Valley Rd./E1

Nido Ranch Rd.

St Marys Rd./Rohrer Dr. (2)

Glenside Dr./St Marys Rd.
Tc - Property Damage

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Deer Hill Rd./Orchard Rd.

Condit Rd./Condit Ct.
Vehicle Theft

1500 Block Rancho View Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Oak Hill Rd./Deer Hill Rd.
Other criminal activity
Fraud False Pretenses

3300 Block Betty Ln.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

800 Block Rosedale Ave.
Grand Theft

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Identity Theft

3200 Block Alta Ln.
Panhandling

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Petty Theft

3400 Block Orchard Hill Ct.

3300 Block Moraga Blvd.
Petty Theft From Veh

1000 Block Lindsey Ct.
Shoplift

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (8)
Theft Access Card

100 Block Woodbury

Highlands Pl. 11

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

1100 Block Upper Happy
Valley Rd.

1000 Block Carol Ln.
Disturbing The Peace

10 Block Moraga Via, Ori
Loud Music

20 Block Toledo Ct.

Quandt Rd./Del Arroyo Ct.

1200 Block Del Arroyo Ct. (2)

700 Block Moraga Rd.
Loud Noise

1000 Block Brown Ave.

700 Block Solana Dr.
Loud Party

1200 Block Upper Happy
Valley Rd.
Public Nuisance

3300 Block Moraga Blvd.
Vandalism

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Dewing Ave.

3600 Block Baker Ln.
Other
Elder Abuse

800 Block Moraga Rd.
Extortion

1000 Block Via Nueva
Stray-traf Haz

Oak Hill Rd./Deer Hill Rd.
Threats

600 Block Doreen Wy

3900 Block Woodside Ct.
Unwanted Guest

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report
May 14 - May 26
Alarms 9
911 Calls (incudes hang-ups) 4
Traffic 90
Suspicious Circumstances 6
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Vehicle 2
Service to Citizen 25
Patrol Req./Security Check 29
Public/School Assembly Check 10
Supplemental Report 10
Vacation House Check 1
Welfare Check 0
Ordinance Violation 0
Vehicle violations
Accident Property
Moraga Rd./Corliss Dr.
Excessive Speed
Cam Pablo/Camille
600 Block Rheem Blvd.
Moraga Road/Moraga Way (3)
Moraga Way/School St.
St Andrews Dr./Moraga Way
Rheem Blvd./Chalda Way
600 Block Rheem Blvd.
Woodford Dr./Moraga Rd. (2)
Moraga Rd. Ifo Commons
Moraga Rd./Corliss Dr.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
Moraga Rd./Campolindo Dr.
Reckless Driving
Buckingham Dr./Moraga Rd.
Bollinger Canyon Rd./Joseph Dr.
Moraga Commons Park
Corliss Dr./Lynwood PI.
St Marys College
Safeway
Moraga Via/Glorietta Blvd., Ori
Tc - Property Damage
Country Club Dr./Canyon Rd.
300 Block Rheem Blvd.
Taco Bell
200 Block Orchard Rd., Ori
Other criminal activity
Fraud False Pretenses
Not Available
1200 Block Moraga Way
Shoplift
Safeway
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic
10 Block Idlewood Ct.
2000 Block Ascot Dr.
Loud Music
Canyon Club Brewery
Corliss Dr./Camino Ricardo
Not Available (2)

Loud Noise

Not Available

1400 Block Camino Peral
Loud Party

Rancho Laguna Park

200 Block Willowbrook Ln.
Vandalism

Moraga Swim And Tennis Club
Other
Extortion

1900 Block St Marys Rd.
Mentally 11l Commit

Not Available
Suicide Attempt

Not Available
Unwanted Guest

St Marys College

400 Block Park St.
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Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report

May 5 - May 18

Alarms 39
911 Calls (incudes hang-ups) 5
Traffic 59
Suspicious Circumstances 2
Suspicious Subject 5
Suspicious Vehicle 5
Service to Citizen 61

Patrol Req./Security Check 31
Public/School Assembly Check 0
Supplemental Report 15
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 9
Ordinance Violation 1
Vehicle violations
Accident Property

Moraga Way/Eastwood Dr.

Camino Pablo/Miner Rd.

20 Block Ivy Dr.

100 Block Brookwood Rd.

60 Block Coral Dr.
Dui Misd

Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.
Exhibition Of Speed

10 Block El Toyonal
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

30 Block Barbara Rd.
Reckless Driving

Camino Pablo/Camino
Sobrante

Moraga Way/El Camino
Moraga

Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.

Camino Pablo/Orinda Way

Brookwood Rd./Camino Pablo
Tc - Property Damage

10 Block Casa Vieja
Other criminal activity
Fraud False Pretenses

300 Block Glorietta Blvd.
Identity Theft

Police Department
Panhandling

Camino Pablo
Shoplift

Moraga Way
Warrant Arrest

Santa Maria Way/Orinda Way
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace

50 Block Moraga Way
Loud Motorcycle

20 Block Brookwood Rd.
Loud Music

Miner Rd./Lombardy Ln. (2)
Vandalism

20 Block Santa Lucia

10 Block Spring Ct.
Other
Harassment

20 Block Woodland Rd.
Litter

10 Block Los Arboles
Mentally Ill Commit

600 Block Moraga Way
Possession Of Stolen Prop

Camino Sobrante
Transient Contact

Camino Pablo/Bart Track
Trespass

Moraga Way

100 Block Camino Pablo
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Carrot Cake Scones

By Susie Iventosch

INGREDIENTS
Scones

Photo Susie Iventosch

2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
4 tbsp. light brown sugar

1 tsp. baking soda

2 tsp. cream of tartar
1/2 tsp. salt

1 tsp. cinnamon

1/2 tsp. cardamom

1/4 tsp. all-spice (*optional)

4 oz. butter, chilled and cut into small 1/2-inch pieces (= 8 thsp. or 1 stick, or 1/2 cup)

1 cup raisins (rehydrated - see directions below)
1 cup toasted pecans (coarsely chopped)

1 cup finely grated carrots

3/4 cup milk or half and half - your choice

1 tsp. vanilla extract

www.lamorindaweekly.com

These carrot cake scones
really do taste like carrot
cake, and especially
when you add the cream
cheese icing on top! Full
of goodies like finely
grated carrots, raisins,
and toasted pecans,
spiced with cinnamon

~ and cardamom, they are

a hearty and delicious
breakfast snack. I love
them with icing on top,
but if you prefer a
slightly healthier version,
then just omit the icing!
Whenever I make

1/2 cup toasted pecans pieces (for garnish on top of the icing)
Cream Cheese & Vanilla Icing

2 oz. cream cheese (softened to room temp)

1 cup sifted powdered sugar

2 thsp. milk

1/2 tsp. vanilla extract

DIRECTIONS

925-377-0977

scones or cookies with
raisins, I first like to soak
the raisins in boiling wa-
ter for about 15 minutes,
so they won’t dry out too
much in the baking
process. They stay plump
and juicy this way. You
just need to be sure to
squeeze out any excess
liquid before adding
them to the dough. I use
finely grated carrots for
these scones because I
don’t want huge pieces of
carrot in my scone, but
rather a finer, more sub-

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found
on our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com .
If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with
Susie please contact her by
email or call our office at
(925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Preheat oven to 425F. Prepare a baking sheet with cooking spray or parchment paper.

To rehydrate the raisins, place them in a small bowl. Pour about 1 cup of boiling water over them and allow
this to sit for about 15-20 minutes. Strain or squeeze excess water out of the raisins before adding them to the
dough. You can use a strainer for this or cheese cloth.

Sift flour, salt, baking soda, cinnamon, cardamom, (allspice if using), and cream of tartar into a bowl. Stir in
brown sugar. Using a pastry cutter or cold fingertips, cut the butter pieces into the dries until the pieces of butter
are like small peas. Stir in the raisins, carrots, and pecans. Mix well. Add milk and vanilla all at once and mix just

until integrated.

Turn dough onto floured cloth or board and gather into a ball. You may need to absorb a little of the extra
flour for this step but be careful to not over handle your dough. Use a light touch. Remember, as our British au
pair once told me, “The keys to good scones are cold hands and a warm heart!”

Roll or flatten the dough ball out to about 1 1/4 inch in thickness. Cut dough into 8 triangles for large scones,
or 12 triangles for smaller scones. Or you can also use a biscuit cutter dipped in flour if you prefer round
scones. Place scones on prepared baking sheet and refrigerate for 10-15 minutes, or longer. Remove from the re-
frigerator and bake for 12-14 minutes, or until the tops begin to turn golden-brown. Remove from oven and cool

completely before icing.
Make the Icing

While the scones are baking, it’s time to make the icing. Simply blend the sifted powered sugar with the soft-
ened cream cheese. Whisk in the vanilla and enough milk to get to a thick icing consistency. If you accidentally
add too much milk, just add a little more sugar, and if it’s too thick, then add more milk, a tiny bit at a time!

Spread the icing over the cooled scones with a spoon or offset spatula and then top with extra toasted pecan
pieces while the icing is still moist. If you want to serve the scones warm, store them without the icing, and once

reheated, spread the icing over them just before serving.

These scones store very well in the refrigerator even once iced, but if you want to freeze them, we suggest ic-
ing them when you’re ready to serve them.
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tle bit of carrot in each
bite.

Because of these
moist ingredients, you
may find that you need
to add a bit more flour
once you have all the in-
gredients mixed. If you
do, then just add a little
bit of flour at a time, one
or two tablespoons, until
you have a dough that
holds together.
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I haven’t tried this
yet, but since pineapple
is a key ingredient in our
carrot cake recipe, I
think I'll try adding some
canned pineapple to my
next batch of carrot cake
scones. This, too, will
make the batter moist, so
if you try this, be sure to
have a little extra flour
handy!

Peaceful protest at Saint Mary's College

... continued from Page A8

Reflecting on what stood
out about the conversa-
tions held Thursday
evening, Cook said,
“They voiced their con-
cerns about what’s going
on in the world, they
showed they were en-
gaged and advocated and
were committed.
Whether or not an indi-
vidual agreed with their
concerns, they took a
stand and we were im-
pressed by that. If a
group of students came
with a different position
on the conflict in Gaza or
with concerns about an-
other issue, I'd greet
them with the same ap-
proach. it’s part of what
we do: we listen to
students.”

The students' three
demands included
reaching an agreement
not to remove the De La
Salle statue memorial
during graduation cere-
monies, disclosure of fi-
nancial investments, and
divestment from all cor-
porations complicit in
Israeli war crimes, as
stated in the Student
Power Coalition’s Calls
for Change. The negotia-
tions involved all of the
students who had en-
gaged in the protests, a
faculty witness, and se-
nior representatives of
the administration, in-
cluding Cook.

“The negotiations
were mostly straightfor-
ward,” recalled Machnik.
“The stickiest part was
not what I expected. The
college didn’t want to
leave up the memorial. I
had expected the hardest
part would be the divest-
ment demand. But it was

important to have the
memorial because up
until that point, there
had been no space cre-
ated on campus to ac-
knowledge the Palestin-
ian lives lost. It was a
space for Palestinian
students to see their
struggles reflected. We
were told a number of
things about why they
would remove it. After
an official announce-
ment went out saying
just that it would be re-
moved, we were told
they were worried it
would get destroyed.
Then that it would inter-
fere with graduation
photos.”

Ultimately, discus-
sions during the negotia-
tions centered on erect-
ing a more permanent
memorial and led to a
solution. “The temporary
memorial was removed,
but part of our agree-
ment with administra-
tion is that we will work
after commencement to
create a more lasting,
enduring memorial,”
said Machnik.

Cook says among the
issues presented by the
students were decisions
the administration could
make—such as planning
a permanent memor-
ial—and decisions about
disclosures and divesti-
tures that fell under the
Board of Trustees
purview. His primary
objective and guiding
principle during the dis-
cussion was to “be pro-
fessorial,” he said. “My
job in the classroom is to
learn from students and
teach them at the same
time. ’'m not telling them
what’s right. My job as
provost was to guide

them and help them to
figure out where to take
their concerns. If you
want to memorialize the
children killed in Gaza,
what’s the best way to do
that? The discussion was
like a seminar. From the
first evening, the rela-
tionship with the stu-
dents was open and
collaborative.”

Cook assured the
students they would be
able to meet with the
board and present their
requests for disclosure
and disinvestment.
“They understood the
board would require a
meeting before taking
action and worked with
me to bring a presenta-
tion to them that sug-
gested the creation of a
task force.”

The task force will
look at the investment
portfolio with the initial
purpose to make Saint
Mary's social responsi-
bility policy more trans-
parent. It was created in
the 1980s and guides the
college’s endowment in-
vestments. Cook said,
“We thought it was great
and we started with
common ground, even
on the things that
weren’t actionable im-
mediately. I told the stu-
dents that if at any point
they didn’t feel we were
responsive, go back on
strike. We weren’t nego-
tiating, we were working
together to make the col-
lege a better place.”

Machnik said the
proposed task force will
be made up of students,
faculty, staff, adminis-
tration, and a represen-
tative from the Board of
Trustees. “We have as-
surances from the senior

provost that the board is
open to granting full dis-
closure. We asked the
task force review invest-
ments and work toward
policies that address di-
vesting of investments in
violent and oppressive
systems. To ensure their
response to our requests
isn’t performative, the
administration must
continue to support our
proposals. Divestment
can’t happen unless all
parties remain commit-
ted and involved. 'm
confident because the
people in the negotia-
tions were sympathetic
to our position and there
was a sense they wanted
to work with us peace-
fully to resolve the
issues.”

Asked about reasons
the demonstration at
Saint Mary’s avoided
some of the pitfalls that
occurred on other cam-
puses, Cook mentions
“not being a massive
public university” and
not having outside pro-
testers who have initi-
ated violent confronta-
tions at other locations.
“That engagement of our
staff, faculty, and stu-
dents was also different
because we know each
other. Our community is
small: there wasn’t a stu-
dent I didn’t recognize
from some interaction
I’'ve had on campus.
They asked how they
could trust us and I said
because you are our stu-
dents. The last thing in
the world we would do is
stop paying attention to
you. Our job is to listen
to you, to make sure
you’re seen and heard.”

Serving the LaMorinda
area for 10 years as
former branch manager
of Coulson-Moseley/
Detailed Pest Control.

(925) 338-9304
877-7RATMAN

Rat proofing

Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.

All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons, skunks,
and squirrel-proofing. Attic/Subarea clean up.
Duct/Insulation repair.

Customer service is my #1 priority.

1044 Stuart St., Lafayette
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35 years of experience in architectural design

KAPLAM ARCHITECTS

www.kaplanar chitects.com
(510) 361-0223

&%E COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

placing furniture, setting up kitchen, organizing closets, cupboards and drawers

Nominated by SCORE
for Outstanding

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Woman-Owned Small Business

925.330.1988

hello@carefreemoves.net
www.carefreemoves.net

370 U

SMiLE 15 EvERSS

Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

-

Proudly serving
the Lamorinda
community for over
26 years.

We always welcome
new patients.

Our office delivers
the highest quality

and service.

Consults are always
complementary.

Come visit our brand new State of the Art office.

1 Bates Blvd. Ste. 210, Orinda, 925.254.0824
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Art Gallery at the
Orinda Library -
Ekphrasis Arts & Letters.
The Lamorinda Arts
Council, California Writ-
ers Club Mt. Diablo
Branch, and Lamorinda
Arts Alliance invite you
to view 50 artworks
paired with 50 bespoke
writings displayed side
by side in this collabora-
tive exhibit. Ekphrasis is
a term from ancient
Greece meaning a liter-
ary description of visual
artwork. This unusual
exhibit featuring local
authors and artist runs
through June 28 during
normal Library hours,
closed Sundays. For
more information email
ekphrasis@Lamor-
indaArts.org, call (925)
359.9940 or
http://lamorindaarts.org/
galleries

Art

VISTAS and HUES, the
Moraga Art Gallery's
new exhibit, opening on
June 5, pairs artists with
contrasting styles but the
same aesthetic message:
Art is multi-dimensional.
To celebrate the show's
opening, the public is
cordially invited to a free
reception on Saturday,
June 8 from 5 to 7 p.m. at
the gallery, 432 Center
Street in Moraga's Rheem
Shopping Center. Come to
see the art, meet the
artists, and in the conge-
nial company of other art
lovers, enjoy a glass of
wine, light snacks, and
live steel-drum Caribbean
music played by Harry
Best. For further infor-
mation, visit www.mora-
gaartgallery.com or call
(925) 376-5407.

Not to be missed

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Music

Pacific Chamber Or-
chestra (PCO), Lawrence
Kohl, Music Director,
presents summer pops
featuring the orchestra,
PCO's 50 voice chorus,
and star of stage and
screen Franc D’Ambro-
sio Saturday, June 29 at
7:30 p.m. Lafayette-
Orinda Presbyterian
Church and Sunday, June
30 at 3 p.m. Bankhead
Theater, Livermore. Pur-
chase tickets at
PacificChamber
Orchestra.org

Rock the Plaza Summer
Concert Series. 3530
Plaza Way, Lafayette,
(corner of Mt. Diablo
Blvd. & Moraga Road).
Bring a picnic, chairs or
blanket. Bands perform
6-8 p.m. Friday June 7:
Other People’s Money;
Friday June 14: Mid-
night Flyer; Friday June
21: Bay Bridge Beat and
Friday June 28: Lamor-
inda Idol Finalists.

Free Summer Concert
Series Thursday
evenings 6:30-8:30 p.m.
at the Moraga Commons
Band Shell. June 13: East
Bay Mudd - Classic Soul
and R&B; June 20: Jaz-
zphoria - Jazz Rhythm &
Blues; June 27: Midnight
Flyer — Eagles Tribute;
July 4 : House Rockers —
Rock & Soul (7pm Con-
cert); July 11: Mumbo
Gumbo - Genre-bending
Americana & Musical
Stew; July 18: Steve Han-
son & Carousel Cowboys
—Modern Country; July
25: Purple Ones — Prince
Tribute; Aug. 1: Native
Elements — Reggae; Aug
8: Traveling Wilburys

4

925-377-0977

Revue - E.L.O, Orbison,
Harrison, Dylan Tribute;
Aug 15: 3 Day Weekend
— Motown, R&B, Classic
Rock

Orinda - Concerts are
held at the Orinda Com-
munity Park on Thurs-
day night from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. Call (925)
254.2445 for informa-
tion. Thursday, June 6 —
Hipster Cocktail Party;
Thursday, June 20 -
Opera in the Park;
Thursday, July 11 - Lam-
orinda Idol; Thursday,
July 25 — Aug. Reed Band;
Thursday, Aug. 1 - Tin
Man; Thursday, Aug. 15 -
Vintage Jukebox; Thurs-
day, Aug. 29 - Spill the
Wine; Thursday, Sept. 12
— Patron

Lamorinda Idol Per-
formance - Rock the
Plaza on Friday June 28
from 6 to 8 p.m. Rock the
Plaza is hosted by the
Lafayette Chamber and
is located at 3530 Plaza
Way (corner of Mt. Dia-
blo Blvd. & Moraga Rd).
Guests are encouraged to
bring a picnic, chairs or
blanket to enjoy the Idol
finalists. Lamorinda
Idol, a program of the
Lamorinda Arts Council,
is an annual singing
competition open to stu-
dents in K - 12th grade
who attend school or re-
side anywhere in
Lafayette, Moraga or
Orinda. Learn more
here:
https://lamorindaarts.
org/idol-2/

The Young People’s
Symphony Orchestra
(YPSO) is thrilled to an-
nounce its Pops/Pre-
Japan Tour Concert on

Not to be missed

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Sunday, June 9. The con-
cert begins at 5 p.m.,
with gates opening at
3:30 p.m. Bruns Am-
phitheater, Cal Shakes,
100 California Shake-
speare Theater Way,
Orinda. Tickets: $20
General, Students Free
(must register at ticket
site) Box Office:
http://data.ypsomu-
sic.org/tickets, (510)-849-
9776, Concert info:
www.ypsomusic.org/
events

Barefoot Chamber
Concerts presents 'Les
Pieces de Violes avec la
Basse Chifree par Mr.
F.C." on Monday, June 10,
from 2 to 3 p.m., at
Berkeley Piano Club,
2724 Haste Street,
Berkeley. Francois
Couperin's two famous
Suites of Pieces de Violes,
with some harpsichord
music and some music
for two viols alone. Cost:
$20. For more info see
http://barefootchamber-
concerts.com or call
(510) 220-1195 or email
info@barefootchamber-
concerts.com.

Orinda Starlight Vil-
lage Players present
Agatha Christie's Spiders
Web, directed by Jill Gel-
ster on Fridays and Sat-
urdays, at 8:30 p.m.
through June 29, Sunday,
June 23 at 4 p.m. and
Thursday, June 27 at 8
p.m. Orinda Community
Center Park Amphthe-
ater Www.orsvp.org,
Tickets at Box Office or
call (925) 528-9225 or
email info@orsvp.org

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

Join the Sweet Thurs-
day Author Series on
Tuesday, June 18 at 7
p-m. in the Don Tatzin
CH at the Lafayette Li-
brary & Learning Center
to hear authors Brad
Mangin and Brian Mur-
phy discuss their book,
28: A Photographic Trib-
ute to Buster Posey. This
is a free event, but regis-
tration is required at
Tinyurl.com/sweet-
June2024. The doors will
be open at 6:30 p.m. for
coffee and treats. This
program is sponsored by
the Friends of the
Lafayette Library.

Other

“Ritmo y Sabor: Bay
Street Bites & Beats”
June 7 through August
16 from 4 to 8 p.m. Al-
ternate Fridays, Bay
Street South Plaza,
Emeryville.

Delight your taste buds
as cuisines of all types
come together to offer an
eclectic array of flavors.
From savory to sweet,
there’s something for
everyone.

Bayareacomics pre-
sents the Laugh-ayette
Standup Comedy Show-
case on Friday, June 28
at the Town Hall
Theatre, Lafayette. Tick-
ets available at:
Bayareacomics.com

Opening Celebration of
The Preston Memorial
Fitness Zone on June 23
from noon to 3 p.m. The
Preston Memorial Fit-
ness Zone is 8 state-of-
the-art pieces of outdoor
exercise equipment, 2 of
which are ADA compli-
ant, located at Rancho
Laguna Park in Moraga,
2101 Camino Pablo.
There will be music, hot
dogs and burgers, beer,
wine, soft drinks, and

Not to be missed
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Lamorinda Movers, a
social organization for
adults 55+, will have an
event Monday, June 10 at
the Serbian Church, 1700
School Street, Moraga.
Cocktails begin at 5 p.m;
a "welcome summer"
menu, featuring bbq ribs
and chicken, along with
all the fixins', will begin
at 5:45 p.m. Following
dinner, local educator an
author, Dan Hanel, who
writes the "In the
Shadow of Diablo" series
will be the special guest
speaker. He will talk
about his fourth book,
"Beneath the Tangled
Vines." $40 for members,
$45 for guests. Reserva-
tions required; go to
https://lamor-
indamovers.org/reserva-
tions to sign up.

Join Lamorinda Village
and Lafayette Christian
Church on Friday, June
7 for coffee on the front
patio at 584 Glenside
Drive, Lafayette at 9:30
a.m. followed by a gentle
walk on the Lafayette
Moraga Trail next to the
church. Parking at the
church. Come out for ex-
ercise and socializing.
Any questions--
stephreilly345@gmail.com.

The Walnut Creek Gar-
den Club will hold its
free monthly meeting on
Monday June 10, at The
Gardens at Heather
Farms in Walnut Creek.
Registration begins at
9:30 a.m., followed by a
brief meeting, social
time and an educational
program, complimen-
tary tea, coffee and
snacks are available.
1540 Marchbanks Dr,
Walnut Creek. Open to
the public. Please visit:
www.WalnutCreek
GardenClub.org for
more info.

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am

Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org
Sunday 10am in person worship

We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.
Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms every-
one on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity,

age, economic status, physical and mental ability,

sexual orientation or gender identity.

games for the kids.

Please submit events to:
calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

Awelooming and loving

Sundays 1l.'l'ﬂl.'l a.m.
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JOIN US
SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM

OR ONLIME AT MVYPCTODAY.ORG

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette

Sundays at 10 a.m.
Serving Lamorinda since 1960

www.stanselms.us

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

CI'I_‘! DA
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10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Journey, you are welcome here!”’

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel

St Step hf:n S

.|1-1*-r.1rp 1l Church
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wownw ststephensorinda.org

OUR SAVIOR'S
LUTHERAN CHURC
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Lamorinda celebrates its graduates
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Miramonte class of 2024

Gee, Cedric Kaleb
George, Jackson Henry

Braitberg, Addison Mae
Briones, Park Joseph

Lawrence, Antonia Rae Gatti Rabinovitz, Noah Francis
Lawrence, Marianna Claire Ramirez, Daniel Carlos

Stryker, Natalie Ann
Sullivan, Drew Forresst

Broderick, Blaise Gail Gerhard, Hannah Faye Love Gatti Rascher III, Daniel Aidan Sun, Heidi Zhu
Bullio, Genevieve Gaudet Ginsburg, Josephine Violet — Leal-Schuman, Elijah Vincent Raza, Armaan Rayan Sunderland, Zach James
Byrne, Addison Sophia Goldman, Max Benjamin Lee, Steven Reader-Taatjes, Isaac Dale Symonds, Sadie Lee

Lee, Indie Gabriella
Lee, Olivia Yiyao
Linardon, Nicolas Marino
Lindheim, Shauna Anne
Litwin, Matthew Eric
Lovell, Campbell Anne
Lowell, Liam Finnegan Ellis
Maboudian, Leila Michelle
MacKenzie, James Samuel
Madsen, Jr., Jason Michael
Mapaye, Willa Siu-Yin Kong
Marchiel, Aydin Asgari
Martinez-Boyd, Emiliano
Elliott
McCreadie, Lilikoi Marie
McDowell, Bodie Wilcox
McManus, Finnegan John
Meeks, Oliver Micah
Meezan, Gabriel Elliott
Menke, Asher Tavo
Metzgen, Hugo Daniel
Miller, Chase Quentin
Mishkin, Evan
Mitchell, Abbie Jordan
Morris-McDermott, Ciara Eliza
Moss, Lila Josephine
Mueller, Charlotte Constance
Nakamura, Paige Anne
Naldoza, Benjamin Joseph
Neasmith, Rowan Sarahbelle
O’Brien, Corinna Kelly
O’Connor, Claire Ryanne
Olonbayar, Ellen Nora
Olson, Michael North Martin
Orr, Hadley Olive
Orr, Zoe Aster Bellingham
Osmonson, Beckett Charles
Patel, Asher Leo
Paulino, Griffin Louis Kandell
Pearce, Jack Devon
Pecora, Francesca Teyisa
Peterson, Hadley Mara
Pritchard, Emmiline Jessie

Reiner, Adelie Grace
Reiss, Olivia Ann
Rhee, Alison Hana
Rhodes, Palmer Taylor
Roberts, Blazen Alan
Robinson, Marcus James
Robinson, Sarah Rose
Robles, Vania
Rodino, Jordan Bennett
Rodriguez, Chantell Mary
Rodriguez, Elle Karina
Rodriguez, Ryan Manuel
Roesner, Madilyn Paige Penny
Rojas Benavides, Cristian
Anthony
Roman, Gabriel Alberto
Rossiter, Zoe Emerson
Rudolph, Connor James
Ruiz, Sebastian
Rush, Hannah Sunhee
Rustigian, Julian Zevon
Samson, Ava Carmen
Sande, Bowen Boswell
Sandhu, Ravi William
Sasson, Cole Henry
Scheiner, Casey Jerome
Schembre, Josephine Alice
Schlichting, Oscar Henry
Schroeder, Eva Nelle
Scott, William David
Sen, Gunjan
Shagan, Hannah Elizabeth
Shallat, Joseph Travers
Sharma, Hriday
Sherwood, Oliver Macalester
Sien, Claire Tinyen
Singh, Rajvir
Singleton, Walter Singleton
Sinnreich, Ryan Alexander
Smith, Bulky Orion
Smith, Ivan Louis James
Sorokin, Rona Joy
Spurlock, Elizabeth Paige

Camp, Carter Joseph

Cao, Antong

Capozzi, Lucia Giulianna

Carter, Braden Tyler

Carysforth, Holly Jane

Caselle, Matthew Jacob

Chalwin, Joseph Rex

Chan, Aidan Chito

Chan, Matthew

Chang, Kaylin Arabella

Chavanapanit, Kasom

Chinn, Olivia Rose

Chow, Isabela

Chua, Maximilian Robert

Cohen, Zachary Jordan

Collins, Alexa Grayce

Conescu, Samuel

Cooke, Elizabeth Skye

Dao, Tara Wathany

Davis, Maple

Decareau, Gabrielle Simone

Dennis, Spencer Craig

Ding, Leonardo

Dobbs, Alexandra Grace

Dobrovat, Odessa

Dong, Ashley

Doren, Josephine Claire

Dunne, John Kevin

Eberts, Karena Elizabeth

Eberts, Katherine Rosalee

Edmister, Grant James

Ehrhorn-Lung, Truman
Thomas

Elliott, Keira Sariah

Eng, Nicholas Alexander Hong

Englund, Nikko McCoy

Engs, Henry Rawlings

Fan, Ellen Xiaomeng

Fenton, Koleton Ray

Filippenko, Caprielle

Finegan, Mackenzie Elizabeth

Fineman, Nathan Jonas

Fineman, Zachary Frank

Gong, Makena Louise
Gordon, Sophia Michelle
Grenning, Clara May
Gunn, Logan Maclay

Guo, Nicole Yichen
Gurtler, Andrew Michael
Gustine, Cassidy Sky
Gustine, Kaitlyn Eve
Guzman, Haley Esmeralda
Haas, Charles Robert
Haidari, Benjamin Ryan
Haldar, Mira Mane
Hanhan, Jacob Nicola
Harrick, Andrew Ramzi
Hashimoto, Stella Bryan
Hashimoto, William Masaru
Hassett, Rosalie Kristina
Heinz, Keenan Duan

Hill, Matthew Speed

Hire, Rhys Judah

Holland, Sebastian Peter
Hollerbach, Jane Claire
Holzemer, Elise Katharine
Howe, Nathaniel Osborne
Hu, Audrey

Hui, Nicole Tan

Hura, Zennen Wylie Bascom
Hutto, Avery Quinn
Huynh, Tyler Tri

Inesi, Ardal Jep

Ishikawa, Samuel Tsutomu
Johl, Nimmer Kaur
Kaufhold, Christopher Carl
Keene, Sienna Sloane
Kelez, Cassandra Marie
Kelly, John David

Kepkep, David

Kepkep, Thomas

Kim, Gunn-Hee Ethan
King, Sophia Rosemary
Kogan, Leo Alexander
Kohr, Angel Lynne
Korklan, Genevieve

Taylor, Maya Victoria
Teodorovic, Austin

Tham, Emilie Hoang Anh
Thomas, Kai Raymond
Tieman, Diego Jeremiah
Tong, Joshua Konane

Trani, Lane Patricia Bullis
Tse, Brandon Louie

Tung, Dylan Maxwell
Tuszynski, Nicole Stephanie
Valverde-Turner, Sofia Carmen
Van Buren, Nicholas Andrew
van Loben Sels, Soren Page
Van Voorhis, William Walgrove
Vo, Vajra Tam

Wagner, Luke Arthur
Wagner, Lauren Ariel
Wagner, Jason Si-Yuan
Walker, Nolan Henry
Wampler, Sophia Katherine
Wang, Albert

Washburn, Loron Williams
Washburn, Lucas Kim
Watson, Jonas Abraham
Weber, Mason

White, Collin Mathew
Williams, Eliott Raser
Williamson, Olivia Goza
Wisk, Ryan Anderson
Wood, Lana Michelle
Wright, Tyler Thomas

Wu, Daniel Lucas
Wyszynski, Damian Patrick
Yang, Sarah Li Ming

Yee, Griffin

Yin, Henry Hengyi

Youn, Jessica Sora

Yu, Ethan

Yu, Chayse MacKenzie
Yuen, Chelsea Shaw-Yee
Zarate, Mary Milfuelle Saga
Zhao, Jenny

Zundel, Jarret Thomas

Aalbers, Emily DePing

Aars, Ryan Charles

Adams-Brace, Amelia Josephine

Afshar, Shanna

Aguilar, Diego

Ahearn, Morgan Ellen

Ahmed, Selma Rahim

Akel, Tyler Peter

Alexander, Zahra Suzahn

Alvarez Patrick, Eva Elizabeth

Amin, Daniel

Amiri, Hamid Arsalan

Anand, Sana

Arndt, Vivienne Holly

Attwood, William Terry

Avoyan, Anry

Bakonyvari, Matthew Leo

Ballantyne, Brant Daniel

Ballesteros, Izarra Marisol
Guadalupe

Banerjee, Kokomi Ashima

Barber, Caroline Gillian

Barmmer, Grant Steven

Bastani, Myles Sebastian

Batt, Miranda Paige

Battershy, Alexander Poe

Bea, Nicholas James

Beck, Paisley Jane

Behles, Jack Michael

Bell, Grace

Bensinger, Trent Dean

Berg, Cameron Corbin

Bernberg, August Isidore

Bertot, Carolina Grace

Bertot, Gabriella Rose

Bhullar, Asees Kaur

Bigian, Leomond Zev

Blair, Nicholas Thomas Portal

Blandford, Eleanor Kathleen

Bornstein, Brodrick Gregory

Thomas
Bradley, Michelle Marie
Brady, Owen Edward

Flynn, Elroy Logue
Gardner, Abigail Maureen
Gasparini, Gianluca Patrick

Kota, Sumedha
Krumbholz, Juliette Aiko
Kurtz, Grant Austin

Acalanes class of 2024

Puranik, Harshal Shreepad Stephan, Paul William
Quinn Ferguson, John Russell ~ Straub, Hudson Anderson
Quinn Ferguson, Daniel Micheal Strickler, Mika Dune Wenying

Zwahlen, Thomas LaNell

Acufia, Zoya

Adler, Benjamin
Ahn, Dongjoo
Aldrich, Reid
Aledavood, Daniel
Alfaro, Erin

Allen, Madeleine
Allen, Peter
Anderson, Kyle
Anderson, Marley
Anderson, Marshall
Anke, Isaac
Arcoleo, Maya
Aryana, Kiana
Bailey, Sullivan
Bailey, Tobin
Banwart, Evan
Barth, Madeline
Batra, Kabir
Beeman, Madelyn
Bellias, Griffin
Bender, Gavin
Bergman, Chloe
Berzansky, Camille
Billings, Siena
Bleich, Maya
Bocobo, Mika'ela
Boselli, Jacob
Boudreau, Miles
Boustani, Stephanie
Bowler, Jace
Bowman, Vander
Boyle, Chloe
Bradford Urban, Ryder
Braunstein, Elsa
Brekke, Benjamin
Brewer, Tucker
Bride, Sophie
Brinkman, Alana
Brock-Utne, Tobias

Brown, Adam
Brown, Booker
Brown, Jordan
Bundy, Isabella
Bunton, Ava
Butler, Alexander
Caicedo, Chase
Carrillo, Trevor
Casey, Cody
Cerejo, Lana
Cervenka, Christian
Chan, Kira
Chehlaoui, Grace
Chow, Lucas
Clark, Miles
Colachico, Joseph
Combs, Cayenne
Crane, Shannon
Crinnion, Caitlin
Daggs, Taylor
Daly, Rowen
Davidson, Gavin
Davis, James
Davis, Livia
Dawkins, Olivia
Dean, Samaiya
Deeming, Ruby
Deng, Kiona
Diaz, Ellis
Dickstein, Maxwell
Dikova, Monica
Ding, Jayden
DiPrisco, Aidan
Dissman, Lucas
Dixon, Brynn
Downing Griggs, Lux
Draznin, Yuval
Dreyer, William
Dunne, Mya
Eads, Malia
Echeverria, Kai
Edelman, Cooper
Elbaz, Ori

Elerts, Jake
Ellerbrock, William
Elze, Holden
Emtage, Adam
Englehart, Jenna
Epstein, Allie
Esmaili, Miles
Etnyre, Parker

Farrell, Celia
Farzan, Logan
Fosina, Joseph
Foster, Kiran
Foster, Ryan

Fox, Elise

Frost, Jasmine
Gallacher, Liam
Garbo, Henry
Gardner, Gabriel
Garrett, Giovanni
Gavrushenko, Alexey
Gehrig, Nina
Gerhardt, Tyler
Gerlings, Emma
Giorgianni, Jack
Glass, Everett
Glick, Collin
Goyert, Dakota
Graves, Sophie
Gregovich, Luke
Grenby, Parker
Gumabay, Montoya
Gutman, Elyssa
Hagel, Henry
Hall, Eden
Hanson, Cale
Harhay, Karina
Haslam, Aidan
Haugner, Jennifer
Havener, James
Heffelfinger, Wendy
Heglie, Olivia
Hemenway, Chase
Hendrickson, Sophia
Hession, Conor
Higgins, Maya
Hill, Megan

Hill, Zero

Hink, Jackson
Hom, Lucas
Hoppe, Olivia
Hutson, Elizabeth
Imrie, Grace

Ives, Avery
Jabbour, Matthew
Jackson, Lana

Jo, Benjamin
Johnson, Levi
Johnson, Samya
Jones, Emily

Jones, Jackson
Kabadaya, Ahmed
Kamian, Colin
Karlsson, Edwin
Kim, Lindsay
Kokel, Ben
Krackeler, Liam
Krage Zillas, Lucian
Krantzman, Drew
Kuhner, Jacqueline
Kuhner, Paul
Kuiken, Roan
Lambert, Karina
Lane, Roy

Laskey, Clark
Latimer, Zoe

Law, Justin

Leamy, Katherine
Ledezma Salvador, Diego
Levandowski, Meredith
Levy, Lauren
Lockwood, Chloe
Lofting, William
Love, Charles
Lund, Oliver
Lyons, Natalie
Lyons, Nathan
Machado, Dylan
Machtmes, Leyna
MacLeod, Anna
Malmquist, Collin
Manheim, Asher
Mannering, Julia
Martin, Addison
Martin, Daniel
May, Joseph

May, Juliana
McAuliffe, William
McGadney, Marcus
McGrath, Eva
McKinney, Augustin
Metzger, Ashley
Miller, Jack

Mills, Kai

Mitroff, Nicholas
Morrow, Braden
Munter, Roman
Murdin, Liam
Murphy, Dylan
Murphy, Nathan
Nannen, Daichi

Napple, Chase
Nath, Melina
Orear, John
O'Rourke, Benjamin
Ottobre, Channler
Pancoast, Ethan
Parlett, Nicole
Passalacqua, Paige
Patino, Absalon
Patrick, Hadley
Patterson, Quincy
Paulsen, William
Peatross, Audrey
Penati, Valentina
Picard, Lilou
Pires, Nicholas
Plomp, Brooklyn
Polkinhorn, Andrew
Potter, Dylan
Prasad, Trisha
Profilio, Jade
Protass, Ruthy
Quinn, Isabelle
Rainey, Macie
Ramirez, Giancarlo
Ramirez, Hans
Reeder, Addison
Regan, Chase
Reid, Finley
Ribeiro, Miguel
Roberts, Douglas
Rocha, Lucas
Rogers, Mia
Rogers, Trevor
Romo, Brandon
Rubenstein, Ari
Ruiz-Sagrero, Mayte
Sanchez, Haadeh
Sanchez, Joseph
Sanders, Paige
Sawyer, Luke
Scheirer, Kit
Schulz, Benjamin
Shepherd, Sarah
Sherman, Caleb
Shipchandler, Juzer
Shvo, Sean

Smith, Tea

Smith, Walker
Sohn, Colin

Souza, Richard

Miramonte holds “Senior Day” for class of 2024

... continued from Page Al

Capping off Senior
Day, students took a
panoramic photo in the
big gym. They returned to
the theater for the after-
noon’s biggest highlight:
a magic show.

The lead magician,
Cosmo, guided student
volunteers through card
games, visual stunts, and
other activities. “The
tricks were really cool ...
but Cosmo was also able
to relate them to some
broader advice he gave us,
which I thought gave the
show a deeper meaning,”
senior Jason Wagner said.

“Cosmo’s performance
had a great message that
resonated with me,” senior
Asher Patel said. “He told
everyone to believe they
are enough, that they are
never alone, no matter
how stressful life gets, and
that we are blessed to be
where we are.”

Senior Spirit Week is
not the only time Mira-
monte celebrates its
graduating class. In Au-
gust, Leadership and the
Parent’s Club hosted a
Senior Barbeque and car
painting event. Students
attended Senior Sunrise
and Sunset on the foot-
ball field; Ball at San

Francisco’s City Hall; and,
most recently, a Time of
Reflection ceremony.

“My favorite celebra-
tory memory was un-
doubtedly Senior Sunset,”
student Selma Ahmed
said. “I loved decorating
graduation caps, signing
yearbooks, reminiscing
about our high school
years, and enjoying the
delicious treats gener-
ously provided by
parents.”

Dressed in college
sweatshirts last Tuesday,
seniors buzzed with an-
ticipation of a bright fu-
ture. Ahmed is commit-
ted to Stanford University

— but first, as a recipient
of the National Security
Language Initiative for
Youth scholarship, she’ll
be immersing herself in a
gap year in Morocco to
study Arabic. “I'm in-
credibly excited to live in
Rabat, Morocco for eight
months,” Ahmed said. “I
imagine this experience
will greatly enrich my
worldview.”

The atmosphere was
also one of heartfelt
goodbyes. Wagner is
headed on an interna-
tional path, studying civil
engineering at Canada’s
University of Waterloo. “I
will miss being in a tight-

knit community,” Wagner
said. “While I look for-
ward to college, there’s
something special about
attending a small school
and knowing every face
around you.”

Ultimately, smiles
and laughter championed
this Spirit Week as
friends celebrated one
another’s achievements.
“Playing games on Senior
Day, listening to music at
Senior Sunset, and jump-
ing in the pool after the
rally brought the class to-
gether,” student and fu-
ture Wesleyan University
first-year Grace Bell said.
“Everyone’s so excited for

Steele, Jenna
Steven, Jack
Strause, Jeffrey
Stretti, Skye
Sverak, Evan
Szidon, Benjamin
Szidon, Max

Tan, Matthew
Tantameng, Spencer
Terrien, Thomas
Thelemaque, Jayla
Thomas, Lily
Thomas, Miles
Thomason, Ella
Thompson, Samantha
Thorn, Peter
Todhunter, Kelly
Upp, Maia

Van De Poel, Alexandra
Van Handel, Kailee
Velasquez, Elijah
Veronda, Taryn
Vetter, Carl

Vialle, Aziliz
Vivek, Laila
Volobuev, Aleksey
Wang, Guo An
Wang, Michael
Ward, Yasmin
Warren, Elise
Wartenberg, Andrew
Webb, Reinert
Weber, Ashlyn
Weiss, Kyra
Werner, Simon
Whiting, Benjamin
Widyono, Timothy
Wiehn, Abigail
Wilcox, Dane
Williams, Olivia
Wilson, Georgia
Wornick, Ezra
Yates, Aiden

Yee, Megan
Yiannikos, Cimon
Yun, Ethan

Zheng, Adelina
Zhou, Tsu-Sun
Zirkel, Mason

their future and each
other, which makes for a
bittersweet ending to
high school.”

“I hope these seniors
walk away [from Senior
Spirit Week] with a sense
of accomplishment,”
Braitberg said. “This
class’s freshman year was
half-online due to COVID,
which points to their re-
siliency. No matter what
the future holds —
whether it’s getting a job,
going to college, or taking
a gap year — I hope stu-
dents know that gradua-
tion is huge and some-
thing to be truly proud
of.”
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Campolindo class of 2024

Ajari, Danika
Anderle, Tristan
Anderson, Charles
Anderson, Elizabeth
Anderson, Frank
Anderson, Holden
Anderson, Lauren
Andre, Rachel
Antonios-McCrea, Diego
Appleton, Avery
Appleton, Peter
Arasteh, Darius
Artist, Daisy
Avicolli, Dante
Balassi, William
Baltz, Dylan

Barck, Emilia
Bartos, Sofia
Basegmez, Dilara
Baumer, Molly
Becker, Jack

Beld, Lauren

Bell, Charlotta
Benko, Hana
Bergren, Tyler
Bertenthal, Kate
Birdsong, Hanna
Bjornson, Hanna
Blackwell, Madison
Blau, Parker
Bonnin, Nicolas
Bove, Natalie
Brady, Talia
Bronson, Callen
Brown, Adrian
Calica, Meliana
Campbell, Fraser
Canales, Eva
Carmichael, Cooper
Carmichael, Quinn
Carrasco, Maya
Castilla-Liu, Marina
Castro, Alexandria
Cattell, Thatcher
Cecchin, Joseph

Cereghino, Catelyn
Chang, Chase
Chapman, Jake
Chen, Abigail

Chen, Anna

Cheng, Hannah
Chew, Casey

Chu, Michael
Cimperman, Emma
Connolly, Aiden
Conrad, Grady
Conrad, William
Cooper, Annie
Crain, Noah
Crossland, Julianne
Crudele, Nino
Cruse, Josephine
Cuddihy, Nolan
Cutler, Ruby
Damiano, Claire
Damiano, Nina
Damon-Espinas, Rain
Daugherty, Timothy
Davis, Christian
Davis, James

De Luca, Mia
Dente, Sol
Diamantidis, Claire
Dobrolyubov, Egor
Dolge, Nicolo
Dougherty, Molly
Dowdall, Kylie
Driver, Samantha
Eirich, Charlotte
Erickson, Cali
Erickson, Joshua
Erickson-King, Julia
Espiritu, Lena
Falsafi, Natalie
Feldman, Kathryn
Filer, Ava

Fischer, Nicholas
Fitzinger, Henry
Fitzmaurice, Owen F
loyd, Joseph

Floyd, Patrick

Fly, Landon

Fok, Jasmine
Fossen, Kyle
Fossen, Sydnie
Franklin, Grace
Freeby, Ethan
Friedrich, Madeline
Frippiat, Elise
Gafni, Grace
Gasquy, Lucas
Geenty, Sadie
Giftgi, Ela
Giordani, James

Goeller, Gabriel
Habas, Nathaniel
Hall III, Burl
Hallam, Miles
Halstead, Jean
Han, Marcus
Hardy, Elizabeth
Harlev, Gabriel
Harris, Shane
Hastings, Kyler
Hatch, Stella

Hays, Anna

Hearn, Liam
Heidersbach, Henry
Hens, Lexi

Herald, Violet
Herrington, Michael
Hickey, Cole
Hinchliff, Miriam
Ho, Nia

Hollyfield, Kendall
Hudson, Carley
Imberg, Cameron
Ip, Terrilynn
Jacobs, Kira
Jacobson, Katherine
Jaffe, Henry

Jai, Isaac

Jamison, Aiden
Jarotzky, Juliette
Jimu, Sean
Johnson, Chloe
Johnson, Henry
Johnson, Nicholas
Jones, Rhys
Jordan, Santiago
Joyce, Delaney
Juni, Gavin
Kabenina, Ekaterina
Kalas, Natalia
Kang, Maureen
Kapur, Aditya
Kearney, Owen
Keely, Cassidy
Kelly, Jamie
Keough, Marygrace
Kim, Sean
Kimball, William
Kivelson, Chase
Koehler, Abigail
Krishnan, Arjun
Krozek, Hazel
Lalli, Piper

Lalli, Reid

Lan, Michael
Larson, Connor
Lawrence, Mia
Lederle, Samantha
Lederle, Sophia

Lee, Ryan

Levy, Sophie

Li, Winston

Li, Zexin

Lieben, Stephania
Lim, Lauren

Link, Ellena
Lohman, Andrew
Long, Alexis
Lopez, Nicholas
Lorie, Brandon
Losang, Tenzin
Lyon, Scott
MacKenzie, Lia
Magagna, Vincent
Maguy, Ali
Mahler, Marissa
Mancheno, Laurynn
Mangu, Sonam Avanti
Mansour, Dylan
Marino, Max
Martin, James
Martinez, Ryan
Marusich, William
Mathai-Jackson, Suraya
Mayo, Brandon
McCarthy, Vivienne
McCoin, Kalin
McCoin, Liam
McDonald, Erin
McLaverty, Bryce
McLellan, Daniel
Menard, London
Merriman, Drew
Mischler, Samuel
Mishak, Fayrouz
Moen, Rachel
Moen, Sydney
Moon, Andrew
Muller, Alyssa
Murphy, John
Muse, Arianna
Nalitkina, Milana
Naughten, Connor
Naylor, Indira
Needham, Tristan
Ngo, Tyler
Nguyen, Alanna
Ng-Wu, Da-Yue
O’Balle, Madison
O’Balle, Max
Obsitnik, Caroline
Oliver, Jackson
O’Riordan, Cooper
Ortiz, Isaiah
Oxner, Allison
Park, Dayeon
Parry, Lily

Patel, Ayan

Pena, Brandon
Penate, Emilio
Penney, Daisy
Perlera, Mateo
Petersen, Soren
Pettibone, Elena
Phadnis, Meera
Pieper, Ana
Podolsky, Dimitri
Polk, Maxwell
Porcella, Soleil
Potter, Cheryl
Prizeman, Christian
Purcell, Braden
Purdy, Ara

Qin, Lily

Radell, Aaron
Radev, Mona
Raphael, Abigail
Raymond, Logan
Regan, Riley
Richards, Haley
Roberge, Beatrice
Roesch, Olivia
Romano, Matthew
Rose, Charlie
Ross, Sidney
Ruffolo, Jake
Runckel, Jason
Russell, Cyril
Sakamoto, Audrey
Sakamoto, Emily
Sanguinet, Evelyn
Sarang, Jugaad
Sastokas, Maya
Schmidt, Joshua
Schnayer, Avery
Schoenberger, Bradley
Schwartz, Maya
Seaman, Zoe
Seater, Jill
Segoria, Elijah
Seligman, Kaleb
Seo, Christopher
Shang, Abby
Sharp, Dylan
Shipman, Katelyn
Shrauger, Alex
Smith, Adriana
Smith, Parker
Smith, Timothy
Smith Vuong, Matisse
Soun, Madison
Spencer, Colin
Spencer, Jake
Srivastava, Naina
Stephens, Molly
Stierwalt, Matthias
Stoyanov, Milan

Stratford, Bella
Suer, Alexis
Sutherland , Alex
Tague, John
Talayaratne, Viran
Tallarico, Pearce
Tallon, Benjamin
Termondt, Madeleine
Terry, Kathrynanne
Thaler, Daniel
Thomas, Sofia
Thomas, Zarah
Thomasson, Alexander
Tong, Kaya

Trento, Paulo
Tringe, Laurel

Tsai, Wen Yen
Tserenjav, Daniel
Tucker, Alexis
Tzanova, Maria
Vanhouten, Henry
Vattuone, Dante
Vaughn, Andrew
Vojta, Christopher
Volk, Graham
Volkmer, Shea
VonderBrink, Matthew
Vranesh, William
Vuong, Serena
Vyatkin , Serge
Waide, Julia
Walker, Nicholas
Walsh, Baron
Wang, Yu Xin
Weaver, John
Weberski, Makena
Wei, Antony

Welch, Katherine
Wesselman, Kye
White, Sophia
Whitfield, Sebastian
Wilkalis, Whitney
Wilson , Hailey
Wirstrom, Viggo
Wo, Max

Wong, Jade
Woodford, Cort
Yan, Luke

Yarve, Valerie

Ying, Rebecca
Yokomizo, Katherine
Young, Benjamin
Zhang, Allen
Zhang, Bruce
Zhang, Carrie
Zhou, Audrey

WWW.DUDUM.COM

DRE# 01882902

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

ADAM HAMALIAN

JUST LISTED

BEN MARSHALL

925.708.5630 RN, . : 4153219206
DRE# 01917597 850 LAS TRAMPAS ROAD, LAFAYETTE 1857 RELIEZ VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE 651 MORAGA ROAD, #26, MORAGA DREF 01916157
ng*gfég/& OFFERED AT $3,195,000 OFFERED AT $1,935,000 OFFERED AT $649,000 CAROLYN WAY

BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049 BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049 MATT MCLEOD | 925.465.6500

PENDING

PENDING

PENDING

925.890.4115
925.351.5049 DRE# 00947460
DRE# 01932119 / 01914797
CHERYL HATA JANE & DAVE SMITH

2597 COMISTAS DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,895,000
JULIE DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

96 CAMINO ENCINAS, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $3,500,000
RUTH EDDY/ROSEMARY TOOL | 925.788.5449

535 WIMBLEDON ROAD, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,679,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

PENDING
T

- . N
...r.:.n-.

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

510.912.5882
DRE# 013859346

JILL BALAZS JOY WIEHN

3309 MILDRED DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,389,000
JANE SMITH | 9259981914

15 HARTWOOD COURT, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $3,000,000
L. LEGLER&C. HATA | 925.286.1244

3950 RANCHO ROAD, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $2,400,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER SOLD -

=Y . ¥

925.804.0200 g'PREiEETED B?YER
- g '.

DRE# 02038791

415.3771884

DRE# 02047712

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

1460 LIVORNA ROAD, ALAMO
SOLD FOR $1,900,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 9259150851

789 LOS PALOS MANOR, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $4,150,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.465.6500

8 MOUNTAIN VIEW LANE, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $2,400,000
RACHEL DREYER | 415.990.1672

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

925.876.4671
DRE#02060294

COLOMBANA

LORI LEGLER MATT MCLEOD RACHEL DREYER GROUP RUTH EDDY SHERRY HUTCHENS WENDY MEANS

SHELLEY RUHMAN

TINA FRECHMAN

510.506.1351
DRE#01180260

925.286.1244

DRE# 00805732

415.990.1672
DRE# 01994561

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768

415.690.6037
DRE# 01913149

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819




Wednesday, June 5, 2024

"'|

www.lamorindaweekly.com

YR

925-377-0977

A | |

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Campolindo and Acalanes baseball make it to NCS
Championship and Semi-Finals

By Jon Kingdon
I

With Acalanes making it
into the semi-final round
in the Division NCS
championship against the
first seeded Granada and
Campolindo playing the
second seeded San Marin
after earning a spot in the

Acalanes pitcher Henry Souza

Photo Richard O’Rourke

Division Three champi-
onship game for the sec-
ond consecutive year,
each team met a similar
fate being shut out by 6-0
scores.

CAMPOLINDO

In a game where they

could not afford to make
mistakes; a hit batter, er-
rors, walks and a balk
saw the Cougars down 4-
0 after four innings.
Campolindo was two-hit
by Sean McGrath, who
was 11-1 for the season
along with three future
Division I college bound
players on the roster.

Starting pitcher Joey
Checchin's control was
off, but did have four
strike outs in three in-
nings. “Joey just didn’t
have his best stuff today
and wasn’t around the
zone as much as we
would have liked,” Head
Coach Julian Fiammengo
said.

After the game, Fi-
ammengo spoke at length
to the team “I just said I
was proud of them, and
they should be proud of
themselves in the way
they competed and to use
this as motivation. We

have a lot of youth and
can use the experience
that we got and the confi-
dence that we gained
from our success as good
things to use to look for-
ward to try and get it
done next year.”

Senior Andy Moon
appreciated what Fi-
ammengo has brought to
the team these past two
seasons. “Coach really in-
stilled in us a work ethic
and we showed how long
hours and hard work re-
sulted in us in playing for
championships,” Moon
said. “There was a real
sense of togetherness on
the team and that really
resonated with me. I'm
really proud of the guys
and I think that they're
going to do good things
next year.”

ACALANES

The Dons (23-4) fac-
ing a Granada team that
would ultimately win the

NorCal Div. 1 Champi-
onship, missed on an
early opportunity to
score first when they had
the bases loaded with one
out, but left the bases full.
“Going into the game, our
mindset was on winning,
but we missed an early
opportunity, and they
took advantage of our
mistakes,” Hornsby said.
“We’re a small group in
Division One, which
makes it challenging but
it does make us focus on
the little things. Winning
our first two games in the
playoffs and playing in
the D1 semi-final for the
first time was a huge ac-
complishment and
showed we had a pretty
special group of players.”

The Don’s ERA
dropped from 3.09 to 1.82
and Hornsby credited the
entire team for the im-
provement. “The mental-
ity of our pitchers was

great,” he said. “The goal
for our pitchers was to
throw strikes early, get
ahead in the count and
force the batters to hit
our pitches and let one of
the best defenses in the
district make the plays
without which the team’s
ERA could have been two
runs higher.”

It was also the team’s
intangibles that led to the
success of the team. “Our
seniors saw what needed
to be done for us to have
a good run,” Hornshy
said. “We were a relent-
less team that had twelve
come from behind wins
this year,” Hornsby said.
“We’re going to have a
really young squad next
year along with a strong
group of leaders from our
junior class that will take
the torch from there and
we’re going to be pretty
scrappy next year.”

Rogers and Schnayer finish first at state track meet

By Jon Kingdon

Campolindo Girls team at state meet from left: Nora Lawrence, Angie Tseng, Claire
Andrezejek, Shea Volkmer, Pinkie Schnauer, Kate Kabenina, and Kiona McCasland

With exemplary perfor-
mances by each of the
Lamorinda track teams
at the NCS Meet of
Champions, each school
was represented at the
state meet in Clovis, Cal-
ifornia.

Acalanes’ Trevor
Rogers and Cam-
polindo’s Pinkie
Schnayer had great cap-
stones to their high
school careers when
Rogers finished first with
along jump of 24°3.75”
and Schnayer won the
shot put with a throw of
47°3.75”.

In addition to
Rogers, representing
Acalanes, Paul Kuhner
competed in the 100 and
the 4x100 relay along
with Rogers, Colin Glick,
and Matthew Schwarz.
Deonte Littlejohn fin-
ished in third in the dis-
cus and Natalie Lyons
finished in ninth place
with a long jump of
18°3”.

Along with
Schnayer, Campolindo’s
Shea Volkmer finished in
eighth in the 3,200 me-
ters and the 4x800 meter
team of Kate Kabenina,
Claire Andrzejek, Angele
Tseng, and Kaitlyn Kin-
sey competed as well.

For Miramonte, se-

nior Addison Breitberg
jumped 5’3” in the high
jump, finishing in tenth,
and sophomore Milla
Ohrbach competed in
the shot put.

The Meet of Cham-
pions the prior week saw
many exemplary perfor-
mances from the afore-
mentioned athletes and
many others despite not
qualifying for the state
meet.

ACALANES

It all came together
for Rogers this year.
“Trevor has just been
perfect all year in the
long jump and he had
the supreme confidence
that he was going to
win,” Head Coach Joe
Escobar said. “Being a
senior and having com-
mitted to the University
of California, Trevor was
able to compete without
thinking about anything
other than track and all
those things contributed
to him jumping and just
letting it rip.”

The boys' 4x100 once
again won at the MOC
led off by Glick, Kuhner,
Schwarz, and anchored
by Rogers. “We’re very
proud of how much
Colin’s improved,” Esco-
bar said. “We put Paul
second in the longest leg

to use his speed as long
as possible to give
Trevor a chance, if it was
close, to slam the door.
Though trailing when he
got the hand off from
Schwarz, Trevor pulled
away in the last twenty
meters and he just was
not going to lose. There
has been a special bond
between Paul and
Trevor, and it’s been re-
ally incredible to watch
their performances.”

Kuhner finished sec-
ond in the 100 meters,
Rogers second in the 200
meters, and Logan
Farzan finished sixth in
1,600 meters.

After Littlejohn won
the discus at the DAL
with a throw of 132 feet,
Littlejohn threw it 157
feet at the Meet of
Champions. “It’s just ob-
scene what Deonte has
been able to do,” coach
Chris Clark said. “He is a
fantastically gifted ath-
lete that can do so many
things with his speed,
balance, and power and
as a sophomore, he’s just
scratching the surface.”

Escobar was excited
about the the boys team

finishing in third overall:

“I believe it's our best
finish in the modern era
and scored the highest

Photo Andy Lindquist

among the public
schools. If you look at
the enrollments of some
of the schools we were in
there against, it's just
absolutely incredible
how well our kids did.”

Natalie Lyons made
it to the state meet for
the first time, winning
with a long jump of
18°6”. “Natalie broke her
personal record at the
right time,” Escobar said.

Other girls who
scored points were Ha-
ley Chelemedos who
high jumped 5’2" to fin-
ish in fifth, Olivia
Williams, who con-
cluded her illustrious
career as a distance run-
ner finishing in sixth in
the 1600 meters and fifth
in the 3200 meters ,and
with a total of 14 points,
the Acalanes girls fin-
ished in fourteenth.

In the unified
events, the highlights
were Bethel Imasuem
finishing second in the
shot put, Emma Cain
finishing third in the
long jump, and the 4x100
relay team of Alyvia De-
credico, Emma Cain,
Ainsley Dodge, and
Charlotte Sunderland
finishing in second and
fifth at the state meet
with Chloe Boyle substi-
tuting for Cain.
CAMPOLINDO

The Cougars were
once again led by the
girls team, finishing in
second led by Schnayer
winning the shot and
discus.

Schnayer, who also
played football for Cam-
polindo, began training

immediately after the
football season con-
cluded. “My football
coaches were very hard
on me as they were with
everyone, and it gave me
the mentality to work
really hard wherever
possible and I owe them
for that because it’s
stuck with track as well,”
Schnayer said.

Junior Aislinn Com-
erford finished seventh
in the shot and sixteenth
in the discus at the MOC.

The girls 4x800 me-
ter relay of Shea Volk-
mer, Kate Kabenina,
Clare Andrezjek, and
Kiona McCasland missed
winning by .23 seconds.
“This is only the second
year that this race has
been competed in at a
state level event and we
set a new school record
by 16 seconds,” assistant

coach Andy Lindquist
said.

Volkmer also won
the 1,600 meters and
finished in second in the
3,200. Kabenina also
earned points with a
fourth place finish and
Rachel Moen finished
twelfth in the 3,200.

Two sophomores,
Sierra Worster and Ma-
lik Li, finished ninth in
the girls and boys pole
vault, respectively.
“Sierra and Malik both
improved considerably
and for both of them to
make it to the Meet of
Champions as sopho-
mores was very impres-
sive,” Lindquist said.
MIRAMONTE

Sophomore Milla
Orbach qualified for the
state meet by finishing
third
... continued on Page B2

THETRCTOF:

DATES: July 8-12 & July 15-19 TIMES: 1:30 — 5:00 P.M.

FEES: $500 (T-shirt included)
FOR REGISTRATION GO TO: cougarcamps.com

KLV WMACY, HCAD FOGTBAL_ COACH
A0 UANIFOLIMLLD BIGH SCHDOL
GRADES 5 - 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE
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contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that
when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does
not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of
interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by
Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

1-Year

5.4%

FDI-1867N-A AECSPAD 22294876
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Campolindo Football Hall of Fame inducts five

By Jon Kingdon

With a composite record
of 118-21 and a state
championship, the Cam-
polindo Football Hall of
Fame inducted five new
members: the three
Fadelli brothers, An-
thony (WR/CB-2007-
2008-first Team All
League), Dan (WR/CB-
2009-2011- second Team
All-State), and Nick
(RB/DB-2013-2014-first
team All-State), Adam
Remotto (RB/LB 2013-
2014-All State-second
team), and Phillip Rei
(WR/DB -2011-2014-first
team All D.F.A.L).

For Phillip Rei,
whose varsity record
was 21-3, it all revolved
around Head Coach
Kevin Macy. “He’s unlike
anyone you’ll ever
meet,” Rei said. “He’s a
champion of meritoc-
racy in that everything
you got, you earned. He
could be hilarious but
was unbelievably con-
sistent and is the only

- Poto Jon Kingdoh
From left: Adam Resotto, Phillip Rei, Nick Fadelli, Dan
Fadelli, and Anthony Fadelli

reason that there is a
Campolindo Football
Hall of Fame. He man-
ages everything too, and
doesn't really ask for
anything in return.”

Rei also acknowl-
edged his receivers
coach, Marc McGinn.
“Coach Mc Ginn was the
most knowledgeable re-
ceivers coach, with his
own book on the art of
receiving,” Rei said. “The
main lesson that I took
from him is that every-
body is better at one
thing than everybody
else. He always recog-
nized that somebody
was going to be better
than you at something
else and the best thing
you can do is to observe
that person at that one
thing.”

Rei, a real estate
lawyer, still takes much
from his experience at
Campolindo: “As a team
we had to go fight and
claim it but not to be

cocky because there's an
outer bound to the level
of competence that we
each have and try and
recognize what that
outer bound is and op-
erate within that.”

Adam Remotto was
the Swiss army knife on
the championship team,
lining up all over on of-
fense and linebacker on
defense, who Macy
called the “Funk Factor.”
“I was a running back,
fullback, backup quar-
terback, wide receiver
and tight end, and felt
that I could basically
play any position,” Re-
motto said. It all came
together in the team’s
state championship
game in 2014 when Re-
motto caught 12 passes
(2 td’s), ran for 58 yards
and returned a fumble
85 yards for the winning
score.

For Remotto, Macy
was more than just a
coach. “Coach Macy’s
football acumen speaks
for itself but it was how
he could bring everyone
together and shake them
up into a good football
team,” Remotto said.
“Even after the season, it
was also the help and
guidance he gave. We
learned to keep our-
selves accountable,
knowing that our actions
could affect others and
that gave us a different
sense of responsibility.”

At the dinner, Re-
motto spoke directly to
the current players on
the team. “Share these
next six months with
your teammates because
you don’t know how

quickly it goes by,” Re-
motto said. “They are
your closest friends and
those bonds matter and
you’ll be rewarded for
the rest of your life.”

It was Anthony
Fadelli that set the tone
for his brothers. “I
shared with them how
tough it would be but
also how easy it would
be if they put in the hard
work during the summer
and that it would pay off
in that their skills would
be at the necessary
level.”

With his brothers
and Remotto all working
for Berkeley Cement, a
company their grandfa-
ther started, Anthony
still uses the lessons he
learned from Macy.
“Coach talked about the
grit and tenacity you can
take from football into
your everyday life, all
while having a good
time,” Anthony said. “It's
absolutely essential that
we create the team envi-
ronment and it's one of
the things we live by and
that's what Campo was
all about. Coach Macy is
able to link a bunch of
different characters to
one common goal and
that's what we try to do
in our business.”

For Nick Fadelli, the
roots of Campolindo
football were planted
early in life. “It started
for me at the Cougar
football camps and going
on to play for Coach
Macy with his rituals
and huge team bonding
experiences,” Nick said.
“When Anthony was
playing on the varsity, I

was a ball boy catching
kicks before the game
and it was really cool
watching Anthony play
from the sidelines and as
a freshman I looked up
to Dan who was a senior,
seeing his work ethic
and how he got his suc-
cess which led into my
career.”

Besides his brothers,
their father Ron, (Class
0f 1979-All-F.A.L.-
football, basketball,
baseball) laid the
groundwork for Nick. “I
worked out very hard
for him in the offseason,
running 200 meter
sprints with him telling
me how much I was go-
ing to appreciate this at
some point, and that
point came when I made
a long kickoff return in
the championship game
that put El Capitan back
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on their heels.”

As with all the in-
ductees, Nick carries the
lessons he learned to
Berkeley Cement. “I still
maintain the discipline I
learned from the team,”
Nick said. “There was no
messing around and if
one guy was slacking, we
would get on him and
that’s carried over into
my job because I'm in
the office from 4:45 in
the morning to 4:30 in
the afternoon and it
takes a lot of discipline
to do that. Our attitude
was to play like it was
our last game and I con-
tinue to apply that
where I try to give
everything I can each
day because I just want
to get to the next day and
do it again and progres-
sively get better.”

Track meet

... continued from Page B1

in shot put and senior
Addison Braitberg fin-
ished in third in the high
jump, together scoring 13
points for the Miramonte
girls’ team. Alex Mc-
Manamon finished fifth
in the triple jump and
fourth in the high jump,
earning 3.75 points for
the boys’ team.

Orbach and Brait-
berg are only in their
second year in compet-
ing in track. “We were
very excited about the
performance of our ath-
letes,” Assistant Coach
Joy Braitberg said. “Ad-

dison trained really hard
and showed an innate
ability to take directions
from her coach, Bill
Owen, and he was able to
make the appropriate
corrections with each
jump that Addison and
Alex made.”

With natural
strength, Ohrbach
brought a good work
ethic and a desire to get
better to the team.
“Milla’s coach Tyler
Howe has been really
great at seeing what she
did not get just right
which allowed her to
show a great deal of
improvement.”

11U Moraga Mavericks Win 680

Tournament
Submitted by Casey Sproul

Photo provided

Top row: Lukas Garcia, Brendan Sproul, Coach Bob

Ralston, Cameron Novak, Jaylen Delos Reyes, Jordan
Bueno, Garin Luster; Front row: Conner Chaffin, Wells

Colhoun, Ryan Lee, Lucas Freeman
Not pictured: William Andrews

The 11U Moraga Mav-
ericks, made up of fifth
graders from Moraga,
began their Spring Sea-
son in March and fin-
ished May 18-19 in the
680 Tournament at
Wagner Ranch Ele-
mentary School. On

Moraga Mavericks be-
came the 680 league
tournament champi-
ons. The 11U Mavericks
had an incredible sea-
son, going 20-0 in their
league and 680 tourna-
ment play. They are
only the 3rd team in
the history of the 680

. league to complete an
undefeated season.
They are looking for-
ward to continuing as
they play some sum-
mer ball tournaments
together.

Sunday May 19, the 11U

Cal Bears Win Pinto Moraga
Baseball Championship

Submitted by Casey Sproul

Photo provided

Back row: Coach Andrew Sproul, Coach Chad Hamilton,
Coach Mike Gorman; Front row: Eli Li, Mikey Christensen,

Dillon Sproul, Will Sproul, Kaelen Kitahara, Jack

Hamilton, Grant Hemkin, Carter Gorman, Miles Larson,

Cooper Christopoulos; Not pictured: Justin Kidd

On Saturday May
18 the Moraga
Baseball Associa-
tion hosted the
Pinto Champi-
onship at Joaquin
Moraga Interme-
diate School. It
was a day full of
lots of baseball!
And also lots of
fun and commu-
nity as many
friends and fel-
low ballplayers
came out to watch
the event. The
Pinto Cal Bears
won 13-12in a
very exciting,
back and forth
Championship
game. The Pinto
Cal team is first-
third graders
from Moraga.

Prast

Photo provided

The Moraga baseball Bronco Division Moraga Blue
Team Morindamonte League defeating on May 19

From left: Tripp Browne, Matthew
Bruno, Matthew Finley, Brendan
Conneely, Jameson Prast, Henry
Tuft, Carter Greenlee, Everett Fieser,
Robbie Simpkins, Nils Johnson;
coaches: Andrew Tuft, Rick Browne,
Matt Finley; not pictured: coach Joey

Moraga Blue Team defeated Piedmont Gators

Submitted by Annie Browne

the Piedmont Gators at Coaches Field in Piedmont

15-14.

Submit sports stories and
story ideas to

sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

East Bay Tree Service
Tree removal, stump removal,
Juniper removal to meet
fire regulations. Kﬂﬁ

925-377-TREE -

Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

$21 per 1/2" classified ad
height.

Email to: classified@
lamorindaweekly.com

Ken’s Rototilling ==
4-wheel-drive

Tractor

Hillside Weed Cutting

-

& Brush Removal

To Fire Dept. Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair - Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Lamorinda Painting Interior

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

WE HOP TO IT‘

exterior cabinets painting Fully
licensed insured bonded Call for
free estimate  925-890-0361
www.lamorindapainting.com

Structural Repairs

Since 1989

Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS

FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING

LANDSLIDE REPAIRS

510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors

Lic. # 562641

alamedaengineering@comcast.net

alameda-engineering.com



LMYA CHAMPIONS 2024

Congratulations to our players and thank you to coaches, refs, and parents for a great season!

4th Grade Girls Volleyball - MISSION BEACH  5th Grade Girls Volleyball - NEPTUNE BEACH

(Front Row L to R): Coach Matti Sena, Harriet McCann, Eva Bycel, (Front Row L to R): Veronica Harrell, Vedica Rajaraman, Ashley Sidensol,
Avery Quist, Emilie Fratarcangeli, Ariana Falatoonzadeh. (Back Row L to R): Mila Lavrinets, Paige McPhaden. (Middle Row L to R): Avril White, Reina
Coach Jill Taylor, Alice Bonfa, Lena Taylor, Olivia Castille, Anna Stefanitsis, Gardner, Gigi Feusier, Penelope Crist, Millie McCashin, Brooklyn Bishop.
Audrey Bowers, Coach Sarah Bowers. (Coaches Row L to R): Katie White, Jennie Bishop, Chitra Balasubramanian.

6th Grade Girls Volleyball - MYRTLE BEACH 7th/8th Grade Girls Volleyball - HAWAII

(Front Row L to R): Addison Leo, Mia Jenkins, Olivia Milazzo, Paige Steger. (Front Row L to R): Quinn Sousa, llinca Galatanu. (Back Row L to R):
(Back Row L to R): Coach Dina Milazzo, Liliana Schnurr, Eliana Pezel, Trainer Calla Garrett, Head Coach Jamie McGinley, Stella Champion,
Emma Gilette, Avelina Boeing, Heyab Ocbai, Darby Strottman, Co-Coach Eva McGinley, Lainey Laws, Miller Dimick, Cassidy Reid, Zara Batra,
Andrea Leo. Sylvie DuBois, Coach Scott Champion. (Not pictured): Noelle Dobies.
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3rd/4th Grade Boys Baseball - IRON PIGS 5th-8th Grade Boys Baseball - IRON PIGS
(Front Row L to R): Coach Mike Wade, Nick Sedighi, Tyken Morse, (Front Row L to R): Kai Moreno, Marshall Dimitruk, Tyler Ilhan, Liev Staino,
Brendan Bono, Connor Wolfman, Lachlan Kelly, Jake Wade, Hugo Hill, Jackson Greer, Owen Delaney, Santiago Amaya, Calvin Wright. (Back Row
Manager Erin Cox. (Back Row L to R): Coach Mick Cox, Eli Cox, L to R): Coach Sean Greer, Daniel Batton. (Not pictured): Will Kelly,
Coach Tommy Wolfman. (Not pictured): Elisha (Jojo) Savinovich. Rylan Quan.

LMYA§ LMYA

L VOLLEYIRALL L BASEBALL
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10U Girls Softball - OREGON

(Players L to R): Stella Long, Ella Drevno, Mikaela White, Quinn Stevens,
Claire Young, Emma Graviano, Cecilia Moore, Addison Siu, Whitney Yang,
Sadie Bond. (Coaches L to R): Riley Long, Joe White, Dan Graviano,

Peter Drevno. (Not pictured): Joe Young.

www.Imyasports.com
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LEADIMG
CALIFORMNIAS

INITIATIVE

925-377-0977

FOUMBATION REPAIR

HIC#116054

.I .T:-r- i ir_rrl.,

CERAWL SPUCE REPAIR COMCRETE LIFTING

LIMITED TIME OFFER

T o

GET_A FREE INSPECTION

* Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $500. Coupon must be presented at time of
inspection. Offer may not be combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer.
Ask inspector for further details. Promo valid through 06/30/2024. i

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

Mike Rosa

Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Remebering the gifts of May and

looking forward to June

By Toris Jaeger, Naturalist

We celebrated Mother’s Day, wit-
nessed the explosion of the wild-
flowers, the presence of the pollina-
tors and the nesting of the birds.

I celebrated my Mother and all
of my women ancestors.

As we leave Spring behind and
move into the Summer Solstice, let’s
not to forget to clean out nest boxes
you have provided.

Make sure that the cavity nest-
ing birds have fledged and then you
can clean out boxes for next year’s
birds.

Usually just washing out the
boxes with soap and water is
enough.

May and June are prime months f
for removing the non-native inva-
sive plants before they go to seed.

The list is : great reed, pampas
grass, cotoneaster, scotch broom,

blue gum, spurge, fennel, fresh broom, ivy, Monterey pine, blackberry, vinca,

Chinese palsy ,non-native thistle.
Happy weeding by pulling by the root.

Photo Carol Irwin
Marianne K. Brown
(1928-2020), teacher and
mentor for local art
group MKB Artists.

The art work of Mari-
anne K. Brown (MKB)
Artists will be exhibited
at Orinda Books during
the month of June. The
public is invited to meet
the artists at a reception
at the bookstore (276
Village Square, Orinda)
on Saturday, June 8,
from 2 to 4 p.m.

Photo Toris Jaeger

Marianne K. Brown
was a resident of Moraga
and taught watercolor
painting in the Lamor-
inda community for 48
years. MKB Artists are 12
of her students who have
continued to collaborate
since their mentor’s
death in 2020. They meet
weekly to share and cri-
tique their own art in
the spirit of Marianne.
Her persona and tech-
niques thread through
their creative processes
and bind them together
in their love for art and
for their mentor.

As an artist, Mari-
anne exhibited her work
and won awards locally
and nationally. While
most of her work is ab-
stract or non-objective,
and was created using
watercolor, she taught
her students many dif-
ferent art styles and me-
dia types, including wa-

MKB Artists Exhibit at Orinda Books

Submitted by Carol Irwin

tercolor, pastels,
gouache, monotype, and
collage. Her great gift
was helping painters
loosen up and find their
own expression.

In Marianne’s
words, “In some ways,
age opens doors. I have
been teaching for over
40 years and have never
repeated a lesson. Most
of my ideas come from
my imagination —I just
keep getting new ideas
of how to use watercolor
and subject matter. The
ideas arise day and
night, and then I can't
wait to see how they will
look on paper. My mes-
sage to my students is to
have fun; we have to
have fun or we won't do
it. I'm also learning
something new every
time. We always teach
what we need to learn."

Sov
—_—
Serika Orinda

SUSHI REATAURANT

Authentic Japanese Restaurant
Purest Sushi Experience
Since 1992

" LUNCH SPECIAL |
10% off’

11:30am-2:30pm, Tuesday -Friday
* Excludes drinks. Offer valid with coupon.
Exp. Aug. 31, 2024
L | | | | | J

Check out our menu
www.SerikaOrinda.com

2 THEATRE SQUARE,
ORINDA
(925) 386-0230

‘S Ireeremoyaly
SStumpiremoyaliing
SsJuniper: removal
toymeetxir
regulatno

Licensed #805794, insured & bonded

Call 925-3'7°7-8°733 for FREE Estimate

Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

Stop by for your
next favorite

book

Serving Lamorinda since 1976

Books for All
Ages

276 Village Square,
Orinda

925 - 254 - 7606
Open Mon. - Sat., 10:00 - 5:00

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair Stucco Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, GOOGLE & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Zamboni’s

PIZZA COMPANY

1 CAMINO SOBRANTE (925) 254-2800
Across the street from Orinda Safeway

PROUDLY SERVING

Thin Crust Pizza
Deep Dish Pizza
Calzones
Fresh Salads

Pizza by the slice available at
LUNCH 11AM - 4PM

OPEN DAILY 11AM -9PM

LOCAL DELIVERY ALWAYS AVAILABLE ($2.50)

d;inda’ﬁ Lowest Gas Prices

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Mon-Sat5am-12am;
Sun6am-11pm

WwWEALTH .

e Charitable Planning

Park Place‘%‘

WDV ISORS,

A Reglstered Investment Advisor

® Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning

401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ® 925-254-7766

Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Securities America, Inc.
Member FINRA, SIPC. Park Place Wealth Advisors Inc. and Securities America are separate entities

IMNC

¢ Educational Funding

Shop Orinda!

¥
At the NEW and LIKE NEW
Consignment Store Boutique

Watch for Shop Moraga June 19  Call for Advertising 925.377.0977
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Councils receive updates on Home Insurance situation

By Lou Fancher

Northern California Outreach
Manager Lisa Strange, in pre-
senting the Lafayette City Council
with an update on insurance re-
form from Insurance Commis-
sioner Ricardo Lara, began by
explaining the wide scope of the
department’s role—and empha-
sized one crucial limitation.

“The Department of Insur-
ance is the consumer protection
agency for the nation’s largest in-
surance marketplace, so all of our
functions, including overseeing
insurer solvency, licensing agents
and brokers, resolving consumer
complaints, and investigating and
prosecuting insurance fraud are
to protect consumers. However,
it’s important for me to point out
one thing we cannot do, which is
to require or compel insurance
companies to sell insurance to a
particular person or community.”

State Farm General’s recent
announcement that they would
not be renewing approximately
30,000 homeowners’ policies in
the State raises serious questions
about the company’s financial
situation, among other concerns.
Strange said the California insur-
ance department has been work-
ing with State Farm’s home com-
pany in Illinois to get a picture of
the company’s financial profile
and plans for improvement.
Strange said homeowners receiv-
ing notices of non-renewal will
have time to replace coverage
and the department will assist

with any cases in which a 75-day
replacement allowance is not
provided by a company canceling
or not renewing coverage.

There is wide public aware-
ness that the insurance market is
facing unusual pressure as infla-
tion impacts the costs of rebuild-
ing, and increased environmental
risks such as wildfires and floods
cause companies to restrict cov-
erage areas. According to
Strange, 12 insurance groups
cover 85% of the homeowners
market in California.

... continued on Page OHS8

Photo Sora O'Doherty
A standing-room-only crowd showed up to hear Deputy Insurance Commissioner
Julia Juarez address the home insurance non-renewal crisis at a town hall put on by
the City of Orinda on Wed. May 29. Juarez offered hope that the crisis would
diminish as the Department of Insurance has been directed to take actions by the
end of the year which she hopes will allow insurers to re-enter markets from which
they have withdrawn soon. She addressed the history of the insurance crisis in
California, linking it to the adoption by California voters of Proposition 103 in 1988, in
response to rising auto insurance rates. She also suggested that homeowners who
find themselves in immediate need of home insurance might consider turning to
non-admitted insurers, who sell policies that aren't backed by the state but are
required to demonstrate their financial stability, reputation, and integrity and to
adhere to specific solvency standards established under the California Insurance
Code. A video of the town hall and the Commissioner’s PowerPoint presentation are
available on the City of Orinda's website: https://www.cityoforinda.org/ -S. O'Doherty



MORAGA | 221 RHEEM BLVD. | $1,998,000
4 BD |3.5BA| 3,276 SF| .45 AC

AMAZING NEW PRICE | $609/square foot!

This stunning property offers the epitome of refined living,
seamlessly blending convenience, elegance, and modern
comfort. Step inside to discover a thoughtfully designed layout,
accentuated by tasteful upgrades and lovely finishes. The
expansive backyard, complemented by a new lawn and
landscaping, offers endless possibilities for outdoor enjoyment
and relaxation. Conveniently situated within close proximity to
an array of shopping, dining, and entertainment options and the
Lafayette Reservoir Rim Trail.

TRUST. EXPERIENCE. RESULTS.

GLENN BEAUBELLE & KELLIE BEAUBELLE
925.200.5011
TheBeaubelleGroup.com

glenn@thebeaubellegroup.com
DRE 00678426, 01165322
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 9 $1,400,000 $3,675,000
MORAGA 2 $1,925,000 $2,695,000
ORINDA 4 $1,350,000 $2,500,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

26 Hidden Valley Road, $2,060,000, 3 Bdrms, 2180 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 04-26-24,
Previous Sale: $2,060,000, 11-15-23

1985 Marion Court, $3,675,000, 5 Bdrms, 4206 SqFt, 2001 YrBlt, 04-26-24,
Previous Sale: $2,219,000, 04-21-14

501 Mcbride Drive, $2,800,000, 4 Bdrms, 2880 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 04-22-24,
Previous Sale: $1,025,000, 04-14-11

1065 Orchard Road, $1,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 1688 SqFt, 1931 YrBlt, 04-22-24,
Previous Sale: $180,000, 05-01-90

827 Rosedale Avenue, $1,630,000, 3 Bdrms, 1471 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 04-24-24

730 Tanglewood Lane, $2,555,000, 5 Bdrms, 2761 SqFt, 1971 YrBIt, 04-23-24,
Previous Sale: $900,000, 04-09-02

1749 Toyon Road, $1,700,000, 3 Bdrms, 1877 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 04-25-24

974 Victoria Court, $2,700,000, 3 Bdrms, 2130 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 04-23-24,
Previous Sale: $1,175,000, 07-26-10

95 Woodbury Highlands Court #21, $2,253,000, 3 Bdrms, 2732 SqFt,
2022 YrBlt, 04-25-24

MORAGA

7 Louise Court, $1,925,000, 4 Bdrms, 1858 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 04-23-24

68 Sanders Ranch Road, $2,695,000, 5 Bdrms, 3509 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 04-23-24,
Previous Sale: $1,825,000, 06-06-18

ORINDA

141 Fiesta Circle, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 1392 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 04-26-24,
Previous Sale: $90,000, 10-01-77

8 Hidden Lane, $1,980,000, 5 Bdrms, 3695 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 04-22-24,
Previous Sale: $1,680,000, 08-22-19

24 La Cuesta Road #A, $2,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 2802 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 04-26-24,
Previous Sale: $2,685,000, 08-15-23

30 Owl Hill Road, $2,276,000, 3 Bdrms, 2217 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 04-22-24,
Previous Sale: $1,885,000, 10-01-21

Drainage Systems

VISA Io%
e Standing Water Problems : m

Eliminated
e Sump Pump Service,
Repairs & Replacement '.
+ Drainage DRAINAGE

Inspections & Reports naiMwaATER conTROL DROS

 Retaining Walls 925-944-5263

drainagepros.com

A+ rated




5 Shadow Creek Lane,Orinda + adjacent lot at 9 Shadow Creek

Coming Soon - Seize this rare opportunity at 5 Shadow Creek Lane in coveted Glorietta! This remarkable 3,800+
sq.ft. home offers 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, plus an office. But the true gem? The adjacent 9 Shadow Creek lot is
included, gifting you a sprawling 1.16-acre estate. Luxurious living meets ultimate privacy and potential. Upscale
amenities nearby, yet a world apart. Don’'t miss your chance at this one-of-a-kind property - inquire today!

Call for Price I 4 Bed + Office I 3 Bath I 3,812 sqft I 1.16 acre lot

925.980.3829 DRE# 01885058 '

Shannon@ShannonConner.com Villageassociates.com fﬁ 1 S A [\N O N
= 3

ShannonConner.com 925.254.0505 ' {\-i" ‘. Co m E R

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Plant Poetry

By Cynthia Brian

View of the meadow garden after weeding.

“Once the relation between poetry and the soil is
established in the mind, all growing things are
endowed with more than material beauty.” Eliz-
abeth Lawrence

Have you ever wandered your garden and
realized the growing landscape is poetry in mo-
tion? As you’ve read in my recent columns, I
have been occupied with aggressive hand-
weeding on my land these past several months.
Under the masses of foxtails, thistles, spurge,
bindweed, black medic, pelargonium rober-
tianum, hemlock, and wild grasses, fields of
flowers awaited the sunshine. With only three
garden rooms left in my quest to purge the per-
nicious invaders, my first round of weeding is
almost at an end.

The plant poetry has begun. My orchard
meadow is glorious with swaths of wildflowers,
including golden poppies, sprouted seeds of cal-
endula, nigella, seafoam statice, nasturtiums,
blooming cornflowers, iris, geranium, roses,
chamonmile, lilies, acanthus, strawberry,
bougainvillea, and more. My orchard is brim-

renewed deck -- both a clever, sustainable, and
frugal option. Like the balance of a colorful
poem, this design is wild yet civilized, celebrat-
ing the quirks of nature.

Another poetic surprise in my garden this
week was the blooming of my cordyline, also
known as the Ti plant. One day when I went out
for my daily garden walk, iridescent shoots had
sprung out of the top of this good-luck tree, glit-
tering in the morning sun. I also harvested the
first of my zucchini, which was exciting because
last summer my plants were eaten by critters.
Cascading over the raised bed in my vegetable
garden, edible and tangy nasturtium in red, yel-
low, and orange shades reminds me of my
Nonna’s garden. Not to be outdone, my Bonica
rose bush drapes over the mailbox with volumi-
nous baby pink blooms flanked by fluorescent
fuchsia corn flags, creating a mesmerizing en-
trance.

Each day promises something new and ex-
citing. Plant poetry is indeed endowed with
more than material beauty.

Photos Cynthia Brian

ming with fruit trees that will ripen throughout
the season. Apricots, cherries, peaches, plums,
prunes, mulberries, apples, Asian Pears, elder-
berries, persimmons, pomegranates, guavas, lo-
quats, figs, and vines of grapes provide edible
delights for our household and the wildlife who
frequent the meadow. I recently planted a ba-
nana tree and two avocados, keeping my fingers
crossed that they will bear fruit in a few years.
Footsteps away is my citrus grove, with tanger-
ines, oranges, tangelos, lemons, and kumquats.
The hillside is a vibrant, pollinator paradise.
Bees and bumblebees especially favor the blue
nigella, buzzing from blossom to blossom, sa-
voring the sweet nectar. Butterflies and birds
flutter and fly through this heavenly fragrant
celebration of color, scale, and texture. When I
view photos from a month ago -- when this area
was blanketed in suffocating weeds -- I am ]
grateful for the miracle of nature, this poetic
painting abundant with stunning flowers.
The paths are filled with gravel and lined
with recycled redwood planks rescued from a

i 9 ' -
A gravel path outlines a border of seafoam
statice and calendulas.



523 Miner Rd, Orinda

5 Bd | 4 Ba |3945 sqft | .92 acre

Luxury living at its best in this
captiviating modern architectural
masterpiece. Seeing is believing!

Listed at $4,150,000 = s _ ; |

AinerRoad.com

7 La Campana Rd, Orinda
Pending with 4 Offers!

Charming, mid-century style
with stunning views!

3bd | 2ba | 1907 sqft | .57 acre

Listed by:
Amy Rose Smith, Shannon Conner & Molly Smith
in collaboration with Clark Thompson

For More Information Contact Amy Rose Smith

925.212.3897 | amy@amyrosesmith.com

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It’s Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES Clark (#00903367) | Shannon (#01885058) | Amy (#01855959) | Molly (#01498053) Information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed.




’* VANGUARD PROPERTIES | EAST BAY

LISTINGS FOR SALE

2BED | 1.5BATH | 1,006 SQ. FT.
RANDY ROMERO

18 WOODCREST CIRCLE

3BED | 2BATH | 1,620 SQ. FT.
MARIA CAVALLO-MERRION

CONCORD

$799,000
415.410.4998

QAKLAND

$949,000

510.919.8841 CAT WATTERS

4BED | 3BATH | 2,476 SQ. FT.

$2,225,000
925.548.2232

18WOODCREST.COM

(&

"We KNOW where the good ones are.
We GO where the oood ones arel”

108CAMINOSOBRANTE.COM

KELLY

CRAWFORD
TEAM

e

3552 S. SILVER SPRINGS
SOLD FOR $2,475,000 - $480,000 OVER LIST PRICE!
4BED | 3BATH | 1,891 5Q.FT.

KELLY CRAWFORD
OMAR KHAN

LAFAYETTE

Offered at $1,995,000
925.998.5599
925.705.1609

&

'

3944 WOODSIDE COURT
PENDING IN'5 DAYS WITH MULTIPLE OFFERS!

LAFAYETTE

4BED | 3BATH | 2,734 SQ.FT.
KELLY CRAWFORD

Offered at $1,795,000

KELLY CRAWFORD | VANGUARD TOP PRODUCER 2023 925.998.5599

BEV ARNOLD 925.788.8516
OMAR KHAN BEV ARNOLD KELLY CRAWFORD B;'IIE'¢I'E\II\II\ICIIECT)LE2T ASAD DURRANI MICHELE MCKAY
925.705.1609 925.788.8516 925.998.5599 025787 3464 310.735.7116 925.482.4116

DRE#02139271 DRE# 01154860 DRE#01327015 DRE# 02174180 DRE# #01902466

DRE#01154506

VANGUARD
DDNDEDTIFR

?’ VANGCGUARDPROPERTIES.COM | 971 Dewing Avenue, Lafayette, CA 94549 | DRE# 01486075
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177 19TH STREET, NO. 8E

2BED | 2BATH | 1,511 SQ. FT. $1,088,000
ANN LOVI 510.332.5747

177-19THST8E.COM
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17 CAMINO ENCINAS ORINDA 22 WILLIAMS DRIVE MORAGA

8 BED | 6 BATH + 2 HALF | 10,805 SQ.FT $5,795,000 5BED | 3 BATH | 3,030 SQ. FT. OFFERED AT $2,545,000
KELLY CRAWFORD 925.998.5599 29WILLIAMS.COM

o

B

- s 251.CALLE LA MONTANA MORAGA
= .

%: : | 4 BED | 2.5 BATH | 2,400+ SQ.FT. OFFERED AT $2,149,000
W E g 251CALLELAMONTANA.COM

MICHELLE HOLCENBERG

925.324.0405 | DRE#01373412

. p— f
W ST
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27 MERRILL-CIRCLE S MORAGA

5BED | 3.5BATH | 4,874SQ. FT. $2,400,000
KAREN PAULSEN 925.698.3252
27MERRILLCIRS.COM

Michelle@Holcenberg.com

HOLCENBERG.COM

The information contained herein has beenr rom Vanguard Properties’ clients, third parties and/or public records. Vanguard Properties has not verified the foreg nformation
and will not confirm the accuracv of same R are advised to investiaate all information imnortant ta Ruvers and to verifv the acciiracv of the renresentations contained herein
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Councils receive updates on Home Insurance situation

... continued from Page OH1

Of those 12, seven insurance
companies have paused or re-
stricted new business since 2022,
despite approved rate increases
that might, at other times, have
mitigated the need for cautionary
measures. The state’s FAIR Plan,
originally designed as “last re-
sort” coverage, has become first
resort for more of the market; in
part because commercial insur-
ance companies can legally
refuse to write policies unless
they can cover 100% of the con-
sumer claims, cover their own
expenses, and earn a fair return.
Strange reviewed the new
regulations approved in October
2022 and implemented in 2023
that include a wildfire frame-
work to reduce wildfire risk for
homeowners to follow. The three-
step system protects properties
and provides consumers with in-
surance discounts and access to
their risk ratings. Wildfire safety
actions begin with common mea-
sures such as having an Class A

fire-rated roof, enclosed eves, a 5-
foot ember-resistant zone around
all buildings, and other mea-
sures. Protection extends to trim-
ming trees and clearing vegeta-
tion and debris within five feet of
any buildings being evaluated.
Obtaining community-level rate
reductions applied to entire
neighborhoods or areas means
having an approved Firewise USA
site or other local safe space
designation.

With the new regulations
coming -- a result of the depart-
ment’s California Sustainable In-
surance Strategy that implements
major reforms in accordance
with Governor Gavin Newsom’s
executive order -- the FAIR plan
will expand. “They have actually
offered up to a 10% discount on
policies in participating Firewise
communities since May of 2018,”
said Strange. “Now, with this reg-
ulation, they are offering two
more partnering discounts. One
for step one, which was protect-
ing your structure, and another
for protecting the immediate sur-

roundings of the dwelling.” When
applied, the discounts could re-
duce the wildfire portion of a
policy by 14.5%. The discounts
also extend to HOAs, and several
commercial categories.

Other details of the new reg-
ulations involve consumers’ right
to receive and contest risk rating
scores, executive action reforms
such as increasing the number of
policies insurance companies are
required to offer in high-wildfire
risk areas, protection from con-
sumers having to pay for global
catastrophes, updates to the
models used for determining ap-
propriately priced rates, and
more.

Strange said the department
has an online tool to help home-
owners and other residential
property owners find insurance
companies. Included in the “top
ten tips” are links to resources
and contact numbers. A con-
sumer hotline for information
about filing complaints (1-800-
927-4357) and a live chat feature
provide opportunity for con-

sumer questions.

Council asked Strange about
the timing for insurance compa-
nies expressing intentions to re-
sume writing policies. She said
the department is scheduled to
compete its reforms by December
and an agreement included will
mean companies will be imple-
menting the changes within the
months following. Efforts to
streamline the process and allow
for faster approvals for rating
plans have been workshopped,
but the timing for full implemen-
tation is partially dependent on
the companies and, therefore, is
difficult to forecast. Strange said
companies are under no obliga-
tion to wait until all of the regu-
lations are implemented and can
begin to write new policies at any
time at their own discretion. The
council received the update and
urged Strange and the depart-
ment to move forward quickly on
this issue vital to Lafayette resi-
dents and property owners.

VANGUARD_~
VAL BV

*Results may vary. Interest applies. Loan funds and interest are due twelve
months after origination or upon acceleration, whichever occurs sooner. Subject
to terms and conditions. Vanguard Valet loans are provided by Notable Finance,
LLC, NMLS# 1824748 and are made or arranged pursuant to a California Finance
Lenders Law license. | https:/ivanguardvalet.notablefi.com

The best way to
sell your home.
Vanguard Valet provides financing that

covers the cost of home improvements so
you can sell faster and for more.*

MARY ARNERICH-KING
925.872.7975 | pre#01419839

dreambig.homes




finolafellner

REAL ESTATE

C@OMPASS

3 JULIANNA CT, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $3,395,000

Main House 5 BD | 4 BA
Guest House 1 BD | 1 BA + Kitchen

4809 SF [1.54 AC Contact Me for Private Showings
l finola.fellner@compass.com

925.890.7807

WWW.FINOLAFELLNER.COM
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Cynthia Brian’s Goddess Gardener Guide for June

It is time to remove the dried [l
leaves from daffodils, naked '
ladies, woodland hyacinths,
freesias, and other
spring-blooming bulbs. A
quick tug of the dried leaves
is all you need to do. If you
must pull hard, the leaves :
are not ready to be removed. &
I know they look unsightly in ?
your garden, but if you
remove the leaves before
they have had the chance to
provide nutrients to the bulb
you won’t have any flowers
next spring.

Before weeding only a few plants can be seen in the View of the meadow garden after weeding.
Apply snail bait to plants meadow.

susceptible to snail and slug v
damage. They come out of ;
hiding at night to nibble your =
new shoots and because of
the rains are an abundant
nuisance.

Monitor water needs for
your landscape. Water
infrequently but deeply.
Containers lose moisture
more quickly and will need
additional attention.

Clean and arrange patio
furniture, pads, and outdoor
gear. With summer on the
horizon, get prepared to

party.
Plant summer-blooming
bulbs and scatter seeds to

surprise you with their
brilliance.

Bumblebees on the blue nigella. Corn flags and a Bonica rose bush are
pretty in pink.

Deadhead rose blossoms
as they fade to keep your bushes healthy and blooming until the end of the year. I have over 200 rose
bushes and deadheading is a daily chore, albeit one that yields huge rewards. Wear protective gloves!

If you haven’t finished cutting tall grass, clearing debris, maintaining a fuel break, and preparing
for wildfires, do it this week. Be vigilant and a good neighbor! Photos Cynthia Brian

Create a vibrant garden masterpiece in your backyard with prolonged performance perennials and
annuals available at your favorite nursery.

Celebrate graduations, birthdays, Father’s Day, and more with a kaleidoscope of plant poetry.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy June!
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Cynthia Brian admires her poetic garden.

For more gardening advice for all seasons, check out
Growing with the Goddess Gardener at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/books. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia Brian is a New York
Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker,
media and writing coach as well as the Founder and
Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3 which
was just honored as the 2024 Nonprofit of the Year by the
Moraga Chamber of Commerce. Tune into Cynthia’s
StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com.
Her newest children’s picture book, Books in the
Barnyard: Oh Deer!, from the series, Stella Bella’s
Barnyard Adventures is available for discounted pre-sales
at https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. Hire
Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures. Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com
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NEw LISTING - AMAZING VIEWS!
19 LAS PIEDRAS, ORINDA

5 Bebrooms | 3 BatHrRoOMs | 4311 SaFt | 1.01 Acre + Pool, BoNus Room & 3-CarR GARAGE

Orinda hillside sensation on more than an acre in the El Toyonal neighborhood showcases awe-inspiring

panoramic views of Mt. Diablo and as far as the Carquinez Straits, an updated light-filled interior, and an ultra-private

outdoor sanctuary and wrap-around decks bordered by towering trees and enchanting wooded terrain. Behind a gated

courtyard and front deck, entry is about 3,389 square feet of primarily single-level living designed to take full
advantage of the amazing views.

Orrered AT $2,249,000

Jeff Snell

925.765.8700
jeff@jeffsnell.com
jeffsnell.com

DRE# 01333422 ATIBEIAFET

sociates | 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

Nurse

family owned since 1933

Flowers * Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches « Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts ¢ Jewelry
Garden Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way - (925) 254-3713 « Open Wednesday - Sunday




LAMORINDA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE FIRM +

33 La Noria, Orinda 523 Miner Rd, Orinda 20 El Patio, Orinda 66 Van Ripper Ln, Orinda 19 Las Piedras, Orinda

5 Bd + Office | 4.5 Ba | 5267 Sqft | $5,500,000 5 Bd | 4 Ba | 3945 Sqft | $4,150,000 6 Bd | 4.5 Ba | 4552 Sqft | $3,250,000 4 Bd + Office | 3.5 Ba | 3031 Sqft | $2,895,000 5Bd | 3 Ba | 3817 Sqft | $2,249,000

Magically set in an heirloom garden is this Experience luxury living in this captivating 1971 Totally renovated & updated in 2013, this light This Sleepy hollow gem features 4 bd + office/ Orinda hillside sensation in the El Toyonal
stunning, private, one of a kind Classic Orinda modern architecture masterpiece, designed by filled 6 bd/ 4.5 ba w/ bonus room & possible 3.5 ba on a rare, flat lot w/ a beautiful view! neighborhood showcases awe-inspiring
Country Club home! Bud Evenson & stylishly remodeled in 2015! au-pair suite is a fabulous place to call home. panoramic views as far as the Carquinez Straits.

New Price! 3 Pending!

14 Washington Ln, Orinda 90 Meadow View Rd, Orinda 9 Via Corte, Orinda 7 La Campana Rd, Orinda 3346 Wodview Ct, Lafayette

4 Bd | 2.5 Ba | 2300 Sqft | $2,095,000 3 Bd |2 Ba| 2022 Sqft | $1,998,000 3 Bd + Office | 3.5 Ba | 3047 Sqft | $1,994,000 3 Bd |2 Ba| 1907 Sqft | $1,695,000 4 Bd |3 Ba|2714 Sqft | $1,738,000

Newly renovated 4bd/ 2.5ba mid-century home 1st open! Stunning 2000+sf ranch! Prime A custom-built 3+ bd/3.5 ba sanctuary nestled A light filled, mid century home w/ soaring Charming, private retreat nestled in the Lafayette
in the heart of desirable Sleepy Hollow fts an Glorietta area cul de sac! Lovely private yard! amongst redwoods & oaks offering the perfect ceilings & expansive views of the OCC golf hills - only a short distance to hiking trails, Los
open floor plan w/ a flat yard & pool! Renovated thruout! blend of luxury & tranquility. course & Berkeley hills! Trampas swim club, & local shopping!

Pending!
e e T

1603 Reliez Valley Rd, Lafayette 237 Rheem Blvd, Moraga 131 Devin Drive, Moraga 5505 Taft Avenue, Oakland 101 La Serena Ave, Alamo

4 Bd | 2.5 Ba | 2406 Sqft | $1,599,000 4 Bd | 2.5 Ba | 2457 Sqft | $1,895,000 3 Bd | 2 Ba | 1449 Sqft | $1,495,000 2 Bd|1Ba]| 1363 Sqft | $1,849,000 5Bd | 3.5Ba| 4311 Sqft | $2,995,000

Quietly tucked, charming, Traditional Farm Set up a private driveway, this expanded single Located in the heart of desirable Moraga, this Single level bungalow, fully upgraded systems &  This stunning home fts 4,311 sf of living space
House nestled in the hills overlooking Reliez story home combines a super floor plan w/ high  beautiful, all-level home offers contemporary design, most sought after block in Rockridge! that includes expansive gathering spaces inside
Valley to Las Trampas. quality updates & relaxing outdoor spaces. style & designer detailing. & out, formal rooms & a pool house.

Ashley Battersby ¢« Shannon Conner « Meara Dunsmore ¢ Linda Ehrich « Emily Estrada ¢ Joan Evans « Linda Friedman ¢ Liz Gallagher

The Village

. Claudia Gohler « Ari Hatton ¢ Gillian Judge Hogan ¢ Dexter Honens Il « Christina Linezo « April Matthews ¢ Hillary Murphy « Karen Murphy
Associates:

John Nash ¢ Altie Schmitt « Ann Sharf « Amy Rose Smith ¢« Molly Smith ¢ Jeff Snell « Lynda Snell « Alexis Thompson ¢ Clark Thompson

Angie Evans Traxinger * Ignacio Vega * Ann Ward « Margaret Zucker

ofacebook.com/ViI\ageAssociates 93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505
O twitter.comyvillageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates
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Visit www.VillageAssociates.com It's Village. Of Course.
DRE# 01301392




