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EXPERIENCE MATTERS

Linda Ehrich
Realtor

93 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563

925.698.1452

Linda@LindaEhrich.com
www.LindaEhrich.com
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LINDA EHRICH
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Hardwoods
Carpets
Rugs
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*Vinyl

 Laminate

FAMILY OWNED
30+ YEARS!

925-284-4440

3344 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette

lamorindafloors.com

LAMORINDA
FLOORS

FOUNDATION REPAIR

707-532-2468

GET_A FREE INSPECTION

* Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $500. Coupon must be presented at time of
inspection. Offer may not be combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer.
Ask inspector for further details. Promo valid through 09/30/2024. *
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SMC's 31st President,
Roger J. Thompson, EdAD

After spending nearly a
year conducting an ex-
tensive search to find a
new president, Saint
Mary’s College an-
nounced last month that
Roger J. Thompson, EdD
is the school’s new
choice to take the helm.
In June 2023, SMC
parted ways with its
president of two years,
Dr. Richard Plumb.
While the college
searched for his replace-
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CONCRETE LIFTING

ment, the school’s board
of trustees appointed
Brother Thomas Jones,
FSC, as the interim presi-
dent.

Thompson officially
becomes SMC’s 31st
president on July 22,
bringing with him nearly
40 years of experience as
a higher education exec-
utive with experience in
enrollment management.

In an announcement
from Eric Flowers EMBA,
Chairman of the SMC
Board of Trustees, and
Brother Nick Gonzalez,
FSC, Brother Visitor and
Provincial Superior for
the District of San Fran-
cisco New Orleans of the
Brothers of the Christian
Schools, the SMC com-
munity was informed of
the selection via email.
“The Board of Trustees’
approval of Dr. Thomp-
son to serve as Saint
Mary’s next President
signals a turning point
for the College and a
time for renewal, enthu-
siasm, and optimism,”
stated Flowers.

“Dr. Thompson is an
inspiring, engaging
leader with the vision
and the breadth of expe-
rience to elevate Saint
Mary’s College and posi-
tion the College as the

leading Lasallian
Catholic institution of
higher education in the
country,” added Gonza-
lez.

Thompson’s most
recent experience comes
from almost 14 years
with the University of
Oregon. His last duty
there, before coming to
SMC, was as Vice Presi-
dent for Student Services
and Enrollment Manage-
ment, where he led
nearly 2,000 team mem-
bers while overseeing an
operating and scholar-
ship budget of more than
$250 million. He also
worked to expand en-
rollment to record levels,
in addition to improving
student housing, dining,
university health ser-
vices, student financial
wellness, and creating a
student welcome center.
His skills as a fundraiser
surpassed a campaign
goal of $70 million by
nearly $50 million, years
ahead of schedule, and
that's just the tip of the
iceberg.

According to SMC’s
press release, prior to
arriving at the University
of Oregon, Thompson
was “vice provost for en-
rollment management
and special advisor to

the president at Indiana
University in Blooming-
ton. Under his four-year
watch, the university’s
enrollment grew from
38,000 students to more
than 42,000.”

Before coming to In-
diana, Thompson over-
saw the enrollment re-
sponsibilities at the Uni-
versity of Alabama
where the college set
records for total enroll-
ment, entering freshman
class size, academic
quality, and diversity, in-
cluding a spike in
African American stu-
dent enrollment of
nearly 50%. He was re-
sponsible for developing
financial aid programs to
help low- and middle-
income families with
college costs.

Thompson has
earned a variety of
awards both for himself
and the colleges that he
has served. SMC stated,
“A nationally-recognized
expert in strategic en-
rollment management
and student services, Dr.
Thompson’s work has
appeared in news outlets
and recognized by PBS
News Hour, the New
York Times, the Wash-
ington Post, the Los An-
geles Times, The Atlantic,

Saint Mary's College hires new president after a nationwide search
By Vera Kochan

the College Board, ACT,
and the American Mar-
keting Association,
among others.”

A native of Oregon,
Thompson earned a
Bachelor of Arts in
broadcasting from Cali-
fornia State University,
Long Beach, a Master of
Science from the Univer-
sity of Central Missouri,
and a doctorate from the
University of Southern
California in higher edu-
cation policy and admin-
istration.

“I am profoundly
honored for the oppor-
tunity to serve as Saint
Mary’s next president,”
said Thompson. “Saint
Mary’s won my heart as
a truly student-centered
learning community
grounded in Lasallian
heritage and guided by
Christian Brothers, fac-
ulty, and staff who have
a passion for transfor-
mative education, ser-
vice, and commitment to
student success. I look
forward to getting to
know the Gael commu-
nity, alumni, and sup-
porters alike. Together,
we will embrace the
work ahead to thrive and
grow as an inclusive, di-
verse, and vibrant
community.”

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$500 OFF

Up your golf game with Moraga’s new
Sunday Swing

By Vera Kochan
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Golfing indoors? Yep, and
it’s now a reality in Mor-
aga. Sunday Swing is an
indoor golf performance
center that boasts expert
instructors and tour-level
technology to help any-
one improve their golfing
skills.

The location had its
soft opening in April and
a grand-opening in early
June at the Moraga Shop-
ping Center at 1480 Mor-
aga Rd., Suite D (formerly
the CVS space). Co-owners
Edwin Lee and Lee Mc-
Clure are hoping to offer
something new to all of
the golfers in the area.

Both Lamorinda resi-
dents are avid golfers,
with Lee having played
on Stanford University’s
golf team. “We were al-
ways helping people out
on the range and thought
about how we could give
better instruction,” ex-
plained Lee. “We try to
help people get out of
their own heads and fo-
cus on their technique.”
Lee’s kids are also golfers,
and his son, Alex, helps
out at the facility.

Sunday Swing has
two coaches on staff with
Professional Golfers’ As-
sociation experience.
Cody Robinson is a for-
mer assistant coach for
Saint Mary’s College
where he also played,
along with his stint on
Washington State Univer-
sity’s golf team. Joshua
Kelley played in the NCAA
championships while on
SMC’s team and offers
more than 10 years of
teaching experience. Both
men have participated in
various tours interna-
tionally. “The coaching

sessions start with an as-
sessment,” stated Lee.
“It’s true coaching, as op-
posed to ‘'m just here to
fix your swing.”

Their first step is to
assess by benchmarking a
client’s ability, setting
some goals and setting up
a plan with the coaches.
The next step is training
by achieving goals
through focused sessions.
The third step is to prac-
tice by leveraging Sunday
Swing’s technology and
coaches to develop the
client’s skills. Next comes
play -- the act of actually
taking the improved skills
to a golf course. Lastly, in
order to continue build-
ing on the game, go back
to step one.

On the technological
side, Sunday Swing offers
a variety of equipment to
boost anyone’s golfing
skills. In addition to the
Activation Room (weight
training), there’s
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Sunday Swing's Edwin Lee on the "putting green"

Puttview, Trackman, Ti-
tleist Performance Insti-
tute, and Sportshox Al

Puttview is an indoor
putting green embedded
with the latest Puttview
Interactive Putting Tech-
nology to revolutionize a
player’s putting game. It
helps the golfer learn to
understand the impact of
read, line, and speed.
Trackman offers four
state-of-the-art swing
bays that give compre-
hensive swing data and
video capture along with
the ability to play thou-
sands of courses on one
of golf’s best simulators.
The fitness and recovery
area is designed for Ti-
tleist Performance Insti-
tute programming and
optimized for golf perfor-
mance. The organization
is dedicated to the study
of how the human body
functions in relation to
the golf swing.

... continued on Page 5




