Page: 6 LAMORINDA WEEKLY
— City Council Regular
Meeting:
&M Tuesday, July 16, 7 p.m.
ORINDA Orinda Library Auditorium
. - Planning Commission
S\rlgwozig;g?ndr?x;da org Tneaday July 9,7 p o
Phone (925) 253-4200 Orinda Library Auditorium
Chamber of Commerce:  Supplemental Sales Tax
www.orindachamber.org Oversight Commission
The Orinda Association: ~ TBA
www.orindaassociation.org Sarge Littlehale Community
Room, 22 Orinda Way

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

READY TO MAKE A MOVE?

Our real estate market is a bit choppy. We are the agents to
help you navigate to smooth waters. Let’s go!

Compass i @ real estote broker lcensed by the State of California ond obides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771, All material presentad

9 Tarry Lane, Orinda
4 Bed + Bonus | 3 Bath | 3,200+ SF | .5+ AC lot
¥ $3,250,000 | 9Tarry.com

B8 A stunning 3,200+ SF single-level features four

bedrooms, three baths, plus bonus room, on a
spectacular 0.5+ AC flat lot. With its perfect
location, flawless floor plan, and exceptional
4 indoor/outdoor living, this home was designed

Bt for the ultimate California lifestyle. A huge
& level lot features exquisite gardens, lush lawns,

stone patios, sparkling fenced pool, spa, and
unparalleled lounging play and entertaining
areas. Just moments to Sleepy Hollow Elementary

B and Sleepy Hollow Swim & Tennis Club. Wow!

Chrls and Trqcy have been providing expert Real Estate Leadership in Lamorinda for over 30 years.
Call us at 925.766.1447T to schedule your private tour of 9 Tarry Lane!

herein is intended for informational purposes anly and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified, Changes in price, condition, sale o
withdrawal may be made without notice. No stotement i mode os to accuracy of any description. All measurements ond squone footoge are approximate.

Wednesday, July 3, 2024

Chris Swim
Tracy Keaton
925.766.1447
Chris@ChrisSwim.com
ChrisSwim.com
DRE 00943989 | 01051349

COMPASS

'35 years of experience in architectural design

KAPLAN ARCHITECTS

www kaplanarchitects.com
(510) 361-0223

:; E MOVE COORDINATORS
CYATHIA NCLAN, OWNER

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

% CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION %

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

placing furniture, setting up kitchen, organizing closets, cupboards and drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988
for Qutstanding hello@carefreemoves.net
Woman-Owned Small Business  www.carefreemoves.net

Historic day for Orinda: Friends of Joaquin
Moraga Adobe now own the building

The Joaquin Moraga oell ‘

... continued from Page 1

Glazer praised the friends
for their accomplishment
and for having the educa-
tion of youth as the cen-
tral focus of the project,
“Your work to bring this to
life, it isn’t just about our
kids, its about our adults
too, learning and remem-
bering. It’s a touchstone
and I thank you all so
much for bringing this to
life. It would have been
easy to just have it torn
down and call it
progress.”

For those who had
witnessed the decline of
the building, which had
fallen into desuetude,
crumbling and covered
with graffiti, the transfor-
mation into a beautiful
five room building was
stunning. It had been im-
possible to imagine the
fandangos said to have
been hosted there when it
was the home of the Mor-
agas, but now the vision is
inviting.

RENTGYSPACE
Store It Yourself & Save

FOR 3 MONTHS
WITH $20 ADMIN

ON SELECT UNITS
FEE DUE AT TIME

OF RENTAL
LIMITED AVAILABILITY

OFFER GOOD 7/01/24-7/31/24

f ¥ @) (8)
Hours of operation

Mon-Sat 9am -6pm
Sunday 10am-4pm.

I\E NTQSPACE

455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F

(925) 643-2026

www.5Aspace.com

RHEEM
SHOPPING
CENTER

The building cannot
be “restored,” to its origi-
nal condition, but has
been rehabilitated to ap-
proximate how it was
around 1848. The red-
waood plank floors have
been replicated, the adobe
walls smoothly plastered
and painted an off white
that opens up the five
rooms. Entering the build-
ing through the impres-
sive double doors, one
first comes into the large
parlor, well lit by large
windows and electric
light.

Historically, there
were no fireplaces within
the Adobe, and the cook-
ing was done outdoors. So
there is not a kitchen per
se, but there is a large din-
ing room, which will fea-
ture traditional food
preparation items and a
period dining table. In ad-
dition to the parlor and
dining room, there is a
room that will house the
museumn exhibits, includ-
ing an audio-visual pre-
sentation. Another room
has been dedicated as the
Bruzzone Gallery, in
honor of that family’s
large donation, which will
feature rotating exhibits.
There is also a hedroom,
but no bathroom, al-
though public restrooms
have been built on the
property.

The views from the
Orinda hilltop that is
home to the Adobe are
breathtaking. When it was
the home of Joaquin Mor-
aga and his family, they
could see almost all of
their property from the
hilltop. Their rancho ex-
tended from Orinda into
Moraga, and Lafayette.
Today, standing in the
open doorway or on the
porch, one gets a sweep-
ing view from Mount Dia-
blo to the Las Trampas
ridge.

Photos Sora O'Doherty

The land around the
Adobe has not yet been
landscaped, but will fea-
ture native plants and an
arbor with grapes that
trace their DNA to the
1700s and the missions of
California. A paved path
has been installed that
sweeps around the entire
building, allowing handi-
capped access. There will
be a patio paved with the
bricks that people pur-
chased as a way to fund
the project, surrounded
by a low wall where peo-
ple will be able to sit and
admire the views.

At the back of the
Adobe, where the cooking
would have been done in
the past, there will be a
fenced area for use by
school groups touring the
adobe. This land was
freed up when several
rooms that had been ap-
pended to the Adobe were
taken down to get it back
to its 1848 footprint.

During the 15 year
task, inspired by Bobbie
Landers, the Friends were
relentless fund raisers in
order to purchase the
building from ]J&]J Ranch,
the developer of the sur-
rounding 20 or so acres.
J&J agreed to sell the
Adobe and its parcel to
the non-profit group if
they could raise the
$500,000 purchase price
by 2021. J&] also agreed to
rehabilitate the building.
If the Friends had failed to
buy it, the building would
have become a clubhouse
for the housing
development.

Having completed the
purchase, the Friends are
now moving on to manag-
ing the building and mak-
ing it available to the pub-
lic. The memorandum of
understanding under
which they were allow to
purchase the building
provides for no more than

30 open days per year.
The Friends hope in par-
ticular to have the build-
ing used as an educational
site by school children.

The Joaquin Moraga
Adobe is of historical in-
terest not only to Orinda,
where it is located, but to
Moraga as well. The Mor-
aga Historical Society
raised $100,000 towards
the purchase of the build-
ing. The site on Adobe
Road is on the border of
the two municipalities in
the hills above Del Rey el-
ementary school. In the
near distance, a swatch of
green is part of the Mor-
aga County Club.

The building is an ex-
cellent example of Mon-
terey Colonial architec-
ture of the 1840s. It is rich
in details, such as the orig-
inal crown moldings, that
were brought from the
eastern states by trading
ships that came to pur-
chase hides from Califor-
nia.

Rancho life was very
much influenced by the
California Gold Rush and
the Mexican American
War, according to Friends
President Kent Long and
his wife Teresa, who have
been a huge part of the
Friends from its inception.

Rancho families had
the rug pulled out from
under them, so to speak,
by the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo, which
ended the war in 1848
and under which Mexico
ceded California and
other lands to the United
States. The Moragas had
to enter into long and
costly legal proceedings to
keep their home and land,
and ultimately went bank-
rupt and lost everything,
in part owing to un-
scrupulous lawyers.

The Joacquin Moraga
Adobe was recognized as
a California Landmark in
1954 and as a historical
landmark by the City of
Orinda in 1995. Although
the original plaques were
stolen, reproductions have
recently been donated by
the local Acalanes chapter
of the Daughters of the
American Revolution.
Now that the Adobe is sur-
rounded by occupied
homes and outfitted with
a high level security sys-
tem, the vandalism that
plagued the building in
the past has ceased.

é Certech

Environmental Services

.W,,t.,c...,.,st

(925) 300-1094

CERTECH I’EST PREVENTION
& TERMITE PROTECTION

ONE MONTH FREE

MONTHLY & BIMONTHLY ANNUAL
SERVICE AGREEMENTS




