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Orinda’s 40th annual Fourth of July fest

Parade, food, book sale, fun run, music, and more

By Sora O'Doherty

The 40th official celebration of Independence Day
will be kicked off in Orinda with a burrito break-
fast—a change from the usual pancake breakfast--
from 7:30 to 10 a.m. at Library Plaza. At 7:55 a.m.
there will be a flag raising ceremony, and 8 a.m.
will mark the start of the Fun Run for a Reason. At
9 a.m. the Library book sale begins, and the parade
itself starts in the Theatre District at 10 a.m., con-

tinuing on to the Village side of town.

Following the parade, there will be music in
Orinda Community Park beginning at 11:30 a.m.
The Czech Tabor/Orinda Sister City Foundation will
be hosting a beer booth, and food will be provided

Advertising

Laura Abrams

; laura@lauraabrams.com

Not to be missed Page 10 AN

How to contactus ~ Page 10 510.697.3225

Obituary Page 8 5 Moraga Way, Orinda CA.

Classified Page 10 www.lauraabrams.com
Love Lafayette Page 9

[E] coLpwELL BANKER

Canyon’s phone service
restored as Moraga gets hit

By Chris Lavin
After more than a week without
landlines, AT&T has restored service
to more than 100 residents of
Canyon. Thieves had cut and stolen
about 500 feet of telephone cable
along Canyon Road near Moraga,
presumably to sell the copper within
it.

The most recent cutting and
theft of phone line occurred near

the intersection of Moraga Road and b

Corliss Drives in the early hours of
June 28.

“It’s an epidemic,” said Jonathan
Goodwin, who has lived in Canyon
for 32 years.

“Theft and vandalism of critical
communications infrastructure are
serious matters that disrupt essen-
tial services for our customers, pub-
lic safety and the community at
large,” AT&T said by email. “We’re
actively working with local law en-
forcement as they investigate to find
those responsible.”
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Maryann Hardwicke of Canyon
holds her "spaghetti” nest that
didn't route phone or Internet
service for 12 days. The rest of
the community suffered, too. "It
was terrible,” she said.

by four food trucks: Golden Gate Gyro, El Gran Taco
Loco, Ike’s Grill, and Ceviche & Co.

Billed as the “best hometown parade and com-
munity events, the day will be presented by The
Orinda Association in partnership with many gen-
erous sponsors and volunteers. The City of Orinda
also provides assistance.

This year the Orinda Association has resur-
rected the student-designed commemorative
Fourth of July T-Shirt for 2024. This year's artist is
Kellen Ha, a fourth grader from Wagner Ranch. His
winning design is a flag filled map of Orinda and
an image of the iconic Orinda Theatre.

AT&T is trying to find the culprits. The company is offering a reward
of $10,000 for specific and detailed information that leads to arrest and
conviction for copper cable thefts or the attempted sale or purchase of
stolen copper cable in Contra Costa County. ... continued on Page 5

Civic News

4th of July activities in Moraga

In the Commons Park

11 a.m.: dog parade

11 a.m. - 4 p.m.: community booths

11 a.m. - 4 p.m.: inflatable jumpies

11 a.m. - 8 p.m.: food, wine, & beer booths
noon - 4 p.m.: family activities

On stage at the bandshell

6:45 p.m.: National Anthem & Mayor’s Welcome
7:00 p.m.: House Rockers (concert)

9:30 p.m.: Firework Spectacular (start time is
estimated)

Registration and info at: www.moragarec.com
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EXPERIENCE Matters in Real Estate

Laura has 25 Years of EXPERIENCE As A Top Producing
Agent With - Coldwell Banker, Orinda

Coldwell Banker has over a Century of navigating change offering
unsurpassed World Class Marketing and Technological Innovation.

Historic day for Orinda: Friends of
Joaquin Moraga Adobe now own
the building

By Sora O’Doherty

Although the building
isn’t quite ready to regu-
larly open to the public,
the Friends of the
Joaquin Moraga Adobe
held a ribbon cutting
ceremony and preview
on Saturday June 29, to
celebrate the purchase
of the building. Visitors,
including Orinda Mayor
Darlene Gee, were al-
lowed to enter the build-
ing and admire the
amazing rehabilitation
of the oldest existing
building in Contra Costa
County. The ribbon was
cut by Bobbie Landers,
who instigated the drive
to save the Adobe, and
Board member Lance
Beeson, who is a direct descendant of the Moraga family.

Unable to attend the Saturday ceremony, State Senator Steve Glazer came on the pre-
ceding Friday to present to the board of the Friends a check for a $250,000 State Park

oto Sora O'Doherty

State Senator Steve Glazer, center, presents a check to the
Directors of the Friends of the Joaquin Moraga Adobe. From left
to right, Bobbie Landers, Margaret Beck, Teresa Long, Lance
Beeson, Jeff Boero, Kent Long, Tania DeGroot, and Peter Capri.

grant, to reimburse half of the purchase price of the building. ... continued on Page 6
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Lafayette Public Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting: Monday, July 8, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall
Planning Commission Meeting

Monday, July 15 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall
Design Review

Monday, July 8, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center-Arts & Science Discovery Room
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DANA GREEN TEAM

"LAMORINDA'S #1 REAL ESTATE TEAM SINCE 2010

616 SKY HY CIRCLE

LAFAYETTE

Offered at $2,840,000
616SkyHyCircle.com

DANAGREENTEAM.COM

953 CAROL LANE

ORINDA

Offered at $2,195,000

6lrvingLane.com

925.339.1918

| DRE 01482454 |

LAFAYETTE

Offered at $1,895,000
953CarolLane.com
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NEWER CONSTRUCTION IN
COVETED HAPPY VALLEY GLEN!
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.

1185 Glen Rd, Lafayette
3092 Sq Ft, 4 Bd + Office + Studio Shed
Built in 2021 with Quality & Amenities
46 Acre Private Lot, Swim Spa, Lawns, Patio
Premium Location Close to Town & Bart
1185GlenRd.com

Ashley Battersby
Broker/Partner

(925) 323-9955
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
DRE# 01407784

Young singers dazzle at Lamorinda Idol

performance in Lafayette
By Elaine Borden Chandler

On Friday evening, 31
Lamorinda students
waited with anticipation
in Lafayette Plaza while
around them their
friends and families set-
tled down on picnic
blankets. Little children
chased after one another
around their seated par-
ents, takeout hoxes were
ripped open and bags of
cut watermelon were
hauled out of huge
wicker baskets, and fam-
ilies eagerly tried to find
on a space the shady half
of the lawn. It was the
last Rock the Plaza of
2024 and the crowd had
come to see the singers
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Lila Weis and Mia Cortesio harmonize together
with “My Love, My Life” from Mamma Mia! Here
We Go Again.

of Lamorinda Idol
perform.

Lamorinda Idol is a
singing program where
local students compete
to win in eight cate-
gories. These singers
have already gone
through auditions in
May and are now work-
ing towards the final
competition in August.
On this day, they per-
formed their competi-
tion songs in Lafayette.
Students ranged from
students of Acalanes to
Wagner Ranch and from
boisterous elementary
school students to sea-
soned high school se-

niors. Svea Peterson,
who opened the perfor-
mance and received
whoops for her fantastic
sustained note in “Grav-
ity”, has won seven dif-
ferent awards in past
competitions.

Not only was the
skill of the students in-
credible, the variety of
songs performed was im-
pressive. The most popu-
lar choices were pop
songs and Broadway
tunes. Miles Peter, a
third grader from Wag-
ner Ranch with a soft
husky speaking voice
and belting singing
voice, sang “I Just Can’t
Wait to Be King” from
The Lion King. Quinn
Pennington, after giving
a fantastic rendition of
Olivia Newton-John’s
“Magic”, bluntly com-
mented on how her
background music was
about to abruptly cut off,
to the crowd’s amuse-
ment. Margaret Meckes
superbly handled the
R&B stylings of Nancy
Wilson’s 1964 hit “How
Glad I Am.” Vedica Ra-
jaraman shyly danced
while she confidently
sang Whitney Houston’s
“I Wanna Dance with
Somebody.” Colette

Goodman, who earlier
had performed “Defying
Gravity” with Cara Im-
pallomeni and Ceci Bay-
ley, wistfully sang “Ring
of Keys” from the Broad-
way musical Fun Home.

Jolie Xu was one of
the singers this year, per-
forming the song “Stay”
with her friend, neigh-
bor, and classmate Co-
lette Burke. While the
girls sang skillfully on
stage, Xu's sister and
friend scampered about
in the crowd with big
smiles and signs that said
“Go Jolie and Coco!” Xu
was a finalist in last
year’s Lamorinda Idol
and said that this year
she had less stage fright.
“I really like singing so
when I heard about this
competition I wanted to
do it because I thought it
was a good experience
and fun,” she explained
and then added with a
mischievous smile, “Also
kind of because there
was a prize.”

The audience was en-
thusiastic and relaxed, al-
ternating between chat-
ting amongst themselves
and watching the singers
pull out all the stops.

... continued on Page 10
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LeapFrog Plumbing

Got gas?

Many people think
plumbers deal only

| with water and sewage.
| Not true! We install and
| repair all types of gas
lines and fixtures too.

Head F;ug:M.uﬂilliam

\ / Mos ,LeapFrog Loot:
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~K_'/ ~ specials...|...Any plumbing job
(s LeapFrog Loot

* Qutdoor kitchens

* New gas lines for
cooktops and dryers

* Fire pits & patio heaters

* Pool heaters & hot tubs

e Natural gas barbecues

$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600*

LeapFrog Loot :

We're poly-pipe certified, Off E
. (bet;erth;n frosﬂJFm o Tankless water heater |
EEfesedenadsgy 1 installation* E

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993
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(925) 377-6600

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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Families enjoyed Lamorinda Safety Fair and
Ham Radio’s “Field Day"

By Sora O’Doherty

The Lamorinda Safety
Fair joined the Lamor-
inda Area Radio Interest
Group (LARIG), on Satur-
day, June 22 at the
Lafayette Reservoir.
While LARIG was con-
ducting their annual
Field Day, other local
agencies set up tables
and brought exhibits to
demonstrate how they
are addressing local
safety issues, to raise
awareness and dissemi-
nate important informa-
tion.

Some of the groups
represented were the
Lafayette Police Depart-
ment, Moraga Orinda
Fire Department, Contra

Costa Fire, the Contra
Costa Sheriff’s office, and
Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response
Team (CERT.) There was
a plethora of trucks to
explore at the event,
from fire trucks to com-
munications trucks to
search and rescue rigs.
East Bay Regional Parks
was represented, as they
have their own police
and fire departments, in-
cluding two helicopters.
Families were able to
get on the air with local
ham radio operators, see
specialized fire fighting
gear up close, learn to
perform CPR, meet first
responders, and browse

|\
Y

Creekside Weekend Couples Retreat

October 4™, 5, and 6"
With Dr. Darrell Christian

Is it time to inject some new life into your relationship?

If s0, you and your partner are invited to a weekend couples retreat that will
take place on October 4", 5, and 6". The purpose of the retreat is to
foster a more "Conscious Relationship”. The retreat will help couples
improve their communication, deepen their emotional connection, learn
tools to negotiate conflict more effectively, and begin or extend a
conversation about intimacy and sexuality,

Reconnect, Rediscover, Thrive: Your Journey Begins Here

» Schedule: Friday evening wine and cheese reception, followed by sessions
from 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM on both Saturday and Sunday.

® Meals: Continental breakfast and lunch provided each day.

® Location: Creekside cottage in Lafayette, CA

To contact me or for further information:

® Website: darrellchristian.com/couples-retreat/
® Email at: CouplesRetreatswithDr.C@gmail.com » Phone: (925) 935-8646
# Couples Blog: darrellchristian.com/blog/
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Lafayette resident Levi Newman, age four, really
enjoyed meeting the firemen of ConFire and

exploring their truck.

the public safety exhibits
with plenty of free
giveaways.

Radio fans could talk
to ham radio operators
from around the world
during Field Day, which
is an annual event where
40,000 radio hobbyists
set up temporary radio
stations in public places
to demonstrate their
skills in emergency radio
communications and
practice for a real disas-
ter response. LARIG
pitched tents and erected
different types of anten-
nas to see how many ra-

dio contacts they could
make with field gear, in-
cluding batteries, solar
panels, and generators.

Al Archangel, LARIG's
president, explained that
everyone was able to join
the fun of making radio
calls with a special Get-
On-The-Air station that
was operating just for this
event. “This was a great
event for youngsters and
oldsters alike and a way
to explore ham radio and
also see the latest in pub-
lic safety gear and emer-
gency response prepara-
tions,” he said.

Correction: “Summer Fun 101" in the June 19 issue
suggested joining a book club at the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center, but at this time they
do not have a book club to join. However,
Reasonable Books in Lafayette has a book club on
the last Thursday of each month at 7 p.m.
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An Interview with bestselling
COMPASS

Author Joyce Maynard

By Lou Fancher

Joyce Maynard

In an interview held the
week before an appear-
ance June 25 as the Dis-
tinguished Speaker in
the Lafayette library’s
popular series of author
presentations, New York
Times bestselling writer
Joyce Maynard'’s story-
telling energy is earnest,
effusive, intricate, and
overwhelmingly honest.
Born 70 years ago, first
published at age 13, and,
most prominently, at age
18 in 1972, when her “An
Eighteen Year Old Looks
Back on Life” essay be-
came a New York Times
cover story.

Speaking about the
upcoming book launch
of her latest novel, "How
the Light Gets In", a se-
quel to "Count the Ways"
(2021), Maynard says, “I
had no intention of writ-
ing a sequel. When I
wrote the last page of
'Count the Ways', I
thought I was saying
good bye to those char-
acters. It was readers
who told me in no uncer-
tain terms that the story
of Eleanor wasn’t done,
They said they had
yelled out loud at
Eleanor and knew she
wasn't taking care of
herself. They said she
was a self-sacrificing
woman, which is of
course, what a lot of
women do. They said
you can’t just leave her
there, we need to see
what happens next.”

“Ilove this charac-
ter, Eleanor, and had to
think long and hard
about what should hap-
pen in her life. Even
though she’s not me,
she’s near my age and
has lived through many
of the same things I
have: a young marriage,
raising children as a sin-
gle parent, launching
them in the world, and
the death of a first mar-
riage. I've been living
with these characters
since 2018 and they are
like family. They’re real
and dear to me: I found I
had missed them.”

Maynard says she
may not have the book
sales figures of John Gr-
isham, but the people
who read her books
have a passion for her
stories she will never
trade. “I'm so excited to
take this book out to
share. An authentic story
with characters who
struggle through real
things helps people. If I
name a single formative
experience that has
shaped who I am as a
writer, it is that I grew
up in a family of spectac-
ularly articulate people
who talked about art,
music, politics, litera-
ture, religion and even
sex, but never spoke of
the thing happening
every night in our house,
which was that my fa-
ther got drunk, and
every morning we pre-
tended that hadn’t
happened.”

If Maynard is like a
supercharged magnet to
readers, the same mech-
anism was at work in
March 2020. Scheduled
to run a memoir work-
shop in Guatemala, 16
women showed up in the
small village hotel she
had booked. Two days
after the president of

Photo provided

Guatemala said the air-
port would be closing,
eight women immedi-
ately flew home. Eight
women stayed for 12
days, until the workshop
ended and the U.S. State
Department announced
a plane would take U.S.
citizens home. Six stu-
dents departed and the
two women who re-
mained beyond ended
up staying—with May-
nard—for six months.
“We stayed by
choice. It was the most
magical time of my life. I
recognized the world
was in terrible pain, but
for a writer, it was extra-
ordinary. I was outdoors
in my garden with these
two wonderful young
women and I completely
rewrote 'Count The
Ways'. Every night, we’'d
make a fabulous meal
and sit by the edge of the
water, look up at stars,
light candles. I would
read out loud to them
from the novel and
when I finished it, they
said, “You need to write
something else for us.”
That became the next
novel, 'The Bird Hotel."”
Maynard was re-
minded by the experi-
ence how much she loves
to read out loud, to feel
immersed in the world
and everyday lives of her
readers. “My book goes
off to a publisher and
then a store and then
somebody buys it,” she
says. “In Guatemala, [
could read out loud and
feel the connection be-
tween what I wrote and
what they took in. The
other thing that was
great is that I knew every
day climbing the steps to
my little writing house,
that the men would be
using their hammers and
shovels. I fit into the
world of workers and the
direct relationship be-
tween what my work
and what families were
able to eat that night. I'm
going back (soon) to
write a sequel to The
Bird Hotel because I
want that feeling again.”
These simple experi-
ences—mutual tastes
and star-gazing at a
meal, listening to shared
sounds as workers
pound nails and May-
nard hammers out
words on a key-
board—mirror May-
nard’s connections to the
voices of her characters.

“I turn the floor over to
my characters. I set
them in motion and
then, I don’t control
what they do. I'm regu-
larly surprised by what
happens. It’s like the
process of parenthood. If
you're wise, you protect
them, support, and en-
courage them, but they
become their own peo-
ple. That happens with
my characters and at
some point, they’re off to
the races and I'm chas-
ing along behind.”

The “chase,” in the
case of "How The Light
Gets In", involved one
daughter who chooses to
become estranged from
her mother, chapters in
which contemporary
politics and events enter
the scene, and a second
daughter who is trans-
gender. “I never inject a
'hot topic' to make a
book of-the-moment.
This is a family who hap-
pens to have a child who
recognizes they were
born into a body that
wasn’t one they
matched. I know and
have listened hard to a
lot of stories told by at
least 20 to 30 women at
my workshops with chil-
dren who have
transitioned.”

Former president
Donald Trump and cli-
mate change are also mi-
nor elements in the
novel and Maynard an-
ticipates some flack. “I
have already heard peo-
ple criticize it because
they say its political. This
book doesn’t express my
views; that's not my role.
My role as a fiction
writer is to portray the
world of my characters. I
could no more set a
novel during the Trump
years and not mention
him than I could set a
novel in France in 1939
and not mention WWIL
My work is very America
and I always want to
show my characters be-
yond their kitchens, and
living rooms. My books
are a personal way of ex-
periencing global
events.”

Anticipating with
tremendous enthusiasm
the book launch at the
Lafayette library, May-
nard says she is likely to
read an excerpt from a
chapter titled, The Defin-
ition of a Good Mother.
“I'm eager to hear from
readers, so I don’t want
to just read and give a
performance. But the
passage I know I'll read
in Lafayette is short and
it’s Eleanor’s meditation
on this phrase we toss
out so lightly. Is there
such a thing as a “good
mother?” And what’s a
bad mother? I'll read
that because I love to
sing but 'm not a good
singer. Reading out loud
is the closest I have to
singing a song and this is
my song.”

How the.
Light
Gets In

Maynard

236 Willowbrook Ln, Moraga
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6 Whiting Ct, Moraga

4BD | 35BA | 2910SF | $2,495,000

Striking Spanish style home in Sonsara on a
desirable cul-de-sac. Light and bright, high ceilings,
hardweod floors througheut and many architectural
details. Enjoy al fresco dining on the patio and view
the 4th of July fireworks from the deck.

4BD | 35BA | 3006 SF | $2,850,000

Luxury Living at Its Best! Unparalleled quality
single level home, built in 2017 with the highest
end finishes. The exquisitely landscaped grounds,
privacy and great views make it delightful for
entertaining and day-to-day living.

JUSTLISTED
B G :

{ Orinda.com |

COMING SCON

NOverhill Ct, Orinda

5BD | 3BA | 3650 SF| $1975,000
Spacious Glorietta home close to town and
commute routes. Please visit our website
Orinda.com to learn more.

1155Sanders Dr, Moraga
3BD | 2BA | 1604 SF | $1495000

Charming single-story rancher on a private lot.
Remodeled kitchen and baths, delightful and
ready for you to move in. Open Sat & Sun 1-4pm!

nan
ELENAHOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUP

Elena Hood
Elena@Orinda.com
925.254.3030
DRE 01221247

Anya
Gorman

Elena Lilli
Hood Rath

Kirsten
Buckley
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Wishing you a delightful celebration filled with the
warmth of community and the company of good friends!

~ Happy Fourth of July!

Enjoy,
Christine & Amy

Ask us about our exciting upcoming properties
in Burton Valley, Saranap, and Central Lafayette!
925.997.6808

Christine Gallegos
DRE# 01896511
925.878.2883

gallegosboaman@compass.com
gallegosboaman.com

COMPASS

Amy S. Boaman
DRE# 01433269
925997.6808

CONSIDERING MAKING A MOVE?

GIVE US A CALL TODAY 925997.6808




Town Council Meetings:
Wed., July 10, 6:30 p.m.

Planning Commission: Tuesday, July 16, 6:30 p.m.
Parks and Recreation Commission:

Mon., July 8, 6:30 p.m.

Share your thoughts, insights and apinions with your
community. Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamarindaweekly.com

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, July 3, 2024

See public meetings schedule on
these pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

Town of Moraga:
WWW.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

EXPERIENCE MATTERS

Realtor

93 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563
925.698.1452

Linda@LindaEhrich.com
www.LindaEhrich.com
DRE#01330298

Linda Ehrich
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LINDA EHRICH
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* Hardwoods
* Carpets

* Rugs

* LVP

*Vinyl

* Laminate

FAMILY OWNED
30+ YEARS!

925-284-4440

3344 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette
lamorindafloors.com

LAMORINDA
FLOORS
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11:00 am

11:00 am - 4:00 pm
11:00 am — 4:00 pm

11:00 am — 8:00 pm

12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Donate fo the Buy-A-
keep this patriotic Moraga tradition! Help reach the $30,000 goal
by donatfing at meragarec.com
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Image courtesy Moraga Public Works Department
The Moraga Road and
Campolindo Drive Traf-
fic Safety Study has been
accepted as complete by
the Town Council, who
approved the safety im-
provements identified in
the study and authorized
staff to begin implemen-
tation as part of the 2024
Street Rehabilitation Pro-

ject.

Residents in the area
have expressed concerns
regarding various traffic
situations that have
made it difficult for
them to safely maneuver
their vehicles during
peak congestion hours.
As a result, in December
2023, the council autho-

Dog Furade

Communlty Booths

Inflatable Jumpies
Sponsored by Kiwanis Club of Moraga Valley

Food, Wine, & Beer Booths

more
d by
Th»— own FC

National Anthem & Mcyor s Welcome
House Rockers
Firework Spectacular s

Rocket Fireworks fundraising campaign and

JULY 4, 2024

rized hiring a consultant,
Parametrix, Inc., to per-
form a safety study.

According to a June
26 staff report by Mor-
aga’s Public Works Di-
rector/Town Engineer
Shawn Knapp, Senior
Engineer Nate Levine,
and Assistant Engineer
Yao Miao, Parametrix’s
goals were to: “engage
the community to under-
stand their traffic con-
gestion and safety con-
cerns; recommend multi-
modal traffic modifica-
tions to improve safety,
circulation, and access
within the project extent
along Moraga Road and
Campolindo High School
drop-off and pick-up ar-
eas, parking lot drive-
ways, and adjacent inter-
sections; and recom-
mend measures to im-
prove driver sight dis-
tance and/or slow traffic
along Moraga Road to
improve safety for dri-
vers exiting Corte Santa
Clara onto Moraga
Road.”

As a result of the
study, staff met with the
Campolindo Home Own-
ers Association in April
2024, and agreed to paint
red curbs and “No Park-
ing” signage at strategic
crosswalks in order to
address residents’ con-
cerns regarding pedes-
trian safety.

Additional traffic
safety meetings with the
public yielded a variety
of solutions. Para-
metrix’s Moraga Road
recommendations in-
cluded three stages of
improvements. Near-
Term Improvements are
to install painted bulb-
outs with raised posts at
specific crosswalks; and
re-stripe Moraga Road
for bike lanes, reduce
lane widths, and update
crosswalk markings.

Mid-Term Improvements
would upgrade the Mor-
aga Road/Campolindo
Drive traffic signal sys-
tem, and replace the Rec-
tangular Rapid Flashing
Beacon with a Pedes-
trian Hybrid Beacon,
also known as a High-
Intensity Activated
Crosswalk. A Long-Term
Improvement would in-
volve a study recon-
structing the Moraga
Road west side sidewalk
via a multi-use path
from Campolindo Drive
to Rheem Boulevard.
This is expected to be
evaluated as part of the
Livable Moraga Road
project.

In order to address
residents’ concerns
along Corte Santa Clara
Court regarding diffi-
culty exiting onto Mor-
aga Road, a Near-Term
Improvement is to install
“Keep Clear” markings at
the intersection and trim
or remove existing
shrubs/trees to increase
driver sight lines. Addi-
tional sight line analysis
is necessary in order to
minimize the number of
trees needing removal
with the cooperation of
property owners.

The eventual Palos
Colorados 123-unit resi-
dential development is
already on the town’s
radar with a Mid-Term
Improvement of further
study concerning
ingress/egress locations
to better fit the roadway
alignment. Long-Term
Improvements would be
to install a traffic signal
at the Palos Colorados
subdivision entrance
with Moraga Road; and
to coordinate traffic sig-
nals with others along
Moraga Road to provide
travel gaps to allow for
easier egress from Corte
Santa Clara Court.

Town Council approves Moraga Road/Campolindo
Drive Traffic Safety Study

Campolindo Drive’s
neighborhood expressed
concerns with vehicular
speeding, student park-
ing and partially block-
ing driveways, and
pedestrian safety near
the Campolindo Cabana
Swim Club. Near-Term
Improvements would be
to install painted bulb-
outs with raised posts at
specific crosswalks, and
add parking prohibitions
and reconstructed curb
ramps on Campolindo
Drive for improved
pedestrian safety. Mid-
Term Improvements in-
volve an upgrade of the
Moraga Road/Cam-
polindo Drive traffic sig-
nal system (incorporate
with Smart Signals pro-
ject), develop a travel de-
mand management plan
with Campolindo High
School Administration,
and consider a residen-
tial parking permit sys-
tem.

The Near-Term Im-
provements are part of
the 2024 Street Rehabili-
tation Project and re-
considered change order
requests totaling approx-
imately $28,500. The
staff report states,
“There is no fiscal im-
pact to the adopted Fis-
cal Year 2023/24 budget
as the Moraga Road and
Campolindo Drive Traf-
fic Safety Study was
funded through the Mi-
nor Traffic Safety Pro-
gram of the $50,000 bud-
get allocated with Mea-
sure | Funds. Para-
metrix’s final study ser-
vices cost, including
completing additional
community outreach
and exhibit support for
change orders along
with possible additional
work to address any
Town Council comments,
if any, is expected to be
$47,009.”

Hacienda Nights brings the

food trucks
By Vera Kochan

Locals enjoy the first Hacienda Nights of the season

You can tell that summer
fun is in the air -literally
-- by the mouth-watering
scents wafting from the
Hacienda de las Flores
area. Yes, it’s time for
Hacienda Nights, and
that means a variety of
food trucks to please any
palate.

Families and cou-
ples, young and old,
came to enjoy the sea-
son’s inaugural food fest
on June 18. Cousins

“Photo Vera Kochan

Maine Lobster, Ofie’s
Kitchen (hotdogs, ham-
burgers, and fries), Ce-
viche & Co. (Latin hites),
Mama's Shawarma
(wraps and kebobs),
Bombzies BBQ (Asian fu-
sion), P’s Philly’s
(cheesesteak sand-
wiches), Kona Ice
(shaved ice), and Canyon
Club Brewery were the
food trucks on hand.
Moraga’s Parks and
Recreation Department

Recreation Coordinator
Donald Scully estimated
the first event atten-
dance was approxi-
mately 300 people.

Two more Hacienda
Nights are on tap for this
summer. The July 16
food trucks scheduled
are: Ofies Kitchen,
Golden Gate Gyro (halal
street food), Bombzies
BBQ, Los Rockeros (Mex-
ico City-style street food),
Global Express (Italian
menu), Canyon Club
Brewery, and Tangelo
(frozen yogurt). The Aug.
6 expected food trucks
are: Cousins Maine Lob-
ster, Ceviche & Co., P’s
Philly’s, Golden Gate
Gyro, Los Rockeros, Rock
Club Burger (Latin-
flavored burgers),
Canyon Club Brewery,
and Tangelo. Both
events, will also be held
at the Hacienda’s 2100
Donald Dr. location be-
tween 5 and 9 p.m. For
more information visit:
moragarec.com.
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Earlier Town Council meetings on the horizon in Moraga

By Vera Kochan

The Town Council is ex-
pected to authorize an
earlier start time to its
meetings, moving them
up an hour from the cur-
rent 6:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
In order to do this, the
Ordinance needs to be
approved during the next
Town Council meeting
scheduled for July 10. The
chain of events would
then require an update to

the Town Council Proto-
cols through a Resolution.
Conveniently, a Resolu-
tion amending the Town
Council Protocols was
adopted during the Coun-
cil’s June 26 meeting in
favor of the new 5:30
p-m. meeting time. The
new meeting start time
will become effective 30
days pending the final
adoption on July 10.

It wasn’t that long
ago when Moraga's coun-
cil meetings began at 7
p.m. and would often last
to 11 p.m. In February
2021, the meetings were
moved to 6:30 p.m. in the
hopes that they would
conclude before 10:30
p.m.
According to the June
26 staff report by Town
Clerk Amy Heavener,

“There are pros and cons
to starting a Council
meeting at 5:30 p.m. On
the pro side, the Town or-
ganization will reduce
costs and improve effi-
ciencies associated with
staff overtime, additional
consultant costs, utilities,
etc. Council members,
and members of the pub-
lic, will be able to conduct
business earlier in the

evening and return to
their families at a more
reasonable hour.”

The report contin-
ued, “On the con side,
council members, and
members of the public,
will have a shorter break
between their daytime
employment and the start
of a council meeting. This
may make it harder to eat
dinner, or take care of

work and/or family and
personal matters before
the council meeting.”

It was noted during
the June 26 meeting, that
many of California’s mu-
nicipalities have shifted
their council meetings to
earlier start times due to
technological advances
that provide constituents
with remote viewing
capabilities.

Spotting mis/disinformation in media during the upcoming elections

By Vera Kochan

With so many sources of
nefarious news to filter
through and artificial in-
telligence capabilities on
the rise, how can the av-
erage voter learn to spot
fake news when it comes
to election information?

The Moraga Library
offered a “Mis/Disinfor-
mation: Election Edition”
presentation on June 25
that was sponsored by
The League of Women
Voters Diablo Valley
(LWYV), with the inten-
tion of teaching voters
“how to spot fake news,
fact-check sources, and
navigate the complexi-
ties of today’s media
landscape.”

In order to start the
evening on a trusty-
worth note, the slide pre-
sentation began with a
statement identifying
LWV as, “a non-partisan
organization encourag-

ing informed and active
participation in govern-
ment. The League never
endorses or opposes can-
didates or political par-
ties. We influence public
policy through education
and advocacy.”

LWV representatives
Martha Van Orshoven
and Paul Derksen’s pre-
sentation reminded at-
tendees that “it’s all
about where you get
your news from and if
you believe what you
hear.” They added that
often information is pre-
sented out of context in
order to weave together
material that could be
conceived as true. Al ca-
pabilities have become
so sophisticated that it's
nearly impossible to tell
if images have been
faked.

Van Orshoven ex-
plained that "Misinfor-

mation" is the sharing of
false information with-
out the intent to harm.
"Disinformation" in-
volves creating and shar-
ing false information
with the intent to harm
or mislead. "Malinfor-
mation" is based on fact
but used out of context
with the intent to harm
or mislead. She also put
forth that AI uses appli-
cations that perform
complex tasks that once
required human input,
such as Machine Learn-
ing -- (Alexa/SIRI) or
Deep Learning -- more
information received
much faster and founda-
tionally relies on data
from humans.

Depending on the
age group, voters’ news
sources come in various
types of media form: 18-
29 year olds primarily
rely on news web-

sites/apps, pod casts, and
search engines; 30-49
year olds overall prefer
search engines and tele-
vision, with a smattering
of news websites/apps
and pod casts; 50-64 year
olds look to search en-
gines and television; and
the 65+ age group relies
the heaviest on televi-
sion with a bit of search
engines and newspa-
pers. All age groups have
been known to get their
news from print or ra-
dio, but the statistics
were not overwhelming.
Also, knowing where
various news sources
lean is a good indicator
of what type of informa-
tion bias the voter can
expect, The categories
typically fall under: left,
lean left, center, lean
right, and right.

Van Orshoven dis-
cussed the five standards

of credible journalism
which includes using
multiple sources, verify-
ing sources, avoiding ob-
vious bias, providing
context, and balanced
reporting.

Derksen brought up
various ways to spot
“Mis/Disinformation”
through researching the
source and cross-
checking the informa-
tion, checking the date
and domain, reading
past the headline and ex-
amining an article’s con-
tent, and being wary of
emotionally charged
content. He also stated
that if a story offers
links, follow them. If
there are no links, no
quotations, or no refer-
ences, it could be a red
flag warning to fake
news. He added, if an
image looks suspicious
use a reverse search en-

gine such as TinEye (tin-
eye.com) or Google Im-
ages (lens.google.com)
for verification.

There are several
sources for trustworthy
election information.
The Secretary of State
website is: sos.ca.gov.
Another is the website
for the County Elections
Office: contra-
costavote.gov. LWV pro-
vides a website that
gives all voting informa-
tion: vote411.org. Contra
Costa County offers a
website (secure-
election.org) that ex-
plains the 48-step verifi-
cation process it uses to
secure elections by se-
curing technology, facili-
ties, processes and
people.

Moraga Police are investigating a

On Sunday June 30 about
6:30 a.m., Moraga Police
received a call of suspi-
cious persons who were
trying car door handles
and looking into parked
vehicles in the Rimer/
Camino Pablo/Larch
neighborhoods. When
officers responded to the
area, they located the
subjects entering a
garage on Larch. The
suspects were able to get
into a grey Lexus and
drove out of the area at a
high rate of speed. Offi-

cers pursued the vehicle
on Canyon Road, but dis-
continued the pursuit
because of safety
concerns.

Officers found that
the subjects drove a
stolen Lexus into Town
and entered at least 15
different unlocked vehi-
cles throughout those
neighborhoods. Unfortu-
nately, some of those ve-
hicles had garage door
remote controls inside,
allowing the suspects ac-
cess to garages, through

which they were able to
enter residences. We are
currently investigating
all of the incidents and
coordinating with other
jurisdictions where
these individuals also
committed crimes.

For those of you in
the Rimer/Camino
Pablo/Larch neighbor-
hoods who have security
cameras, please check
your cameras during the
6:00 to 6:30 a.m. time pe-
riod and look for record-
ings of individuals who

series of thefts and burglaries

are checking car door
handles or garage doors
or of a grey Lexus cruis-
ing by your home. If you
have these recordings,
please contact us via Dis-
patch at 925-284-5010.
For everyone in
town, please ensure that
you keep your vehicle
and house doors closed
and locked when you are
not using them. Please
do not store valuables in
your vehicles — even
those things that may
not be valuable to you,

but may appear to be
valuable to someone
else. Please also be
aware of your surround-
ings and report any sus-
picious persons to the
Moraga Police by calling
Dispatch at 925-284-5010
(for emergencies, dial 9-
1-1.

Remember that
criminals are not dumb
—they like to go places
where they can easily
steal things and escape.
If we work together and
make it difficult for them

by ensuring that vehicles
and houses are secure,
they will hopefully real-
ize that it is not easy to
commit crimes in Mor-
aga and go somewhere
else.

Thank you for help-
ing keep Moraga a safe
community.

Provided by the Moraga
Police Department

Canyon’s phone service restored as Moraga gets hit

... continued from Page 1

Tipsters with informa-
tion can remain anony-
mous and should call lo-
cal law enforcement or
AT&T Asset Protection
Hotline Group at (800)
807-4205.

Remote areas —and
sometimes not-so-
remote, like Orinda -
have been experiencing
phone wire thefts of
great magnitude. The

Lamorinda area has
joined the ranks of
Pinole and Hercules,
which also experienced
loss of wire, and there-
fore telephone and DSL
(direct service line) ser-
vice, in June. While most
suburban communities
are sometimes able to
reroute 911 calls, Canyon
is too isolated for such
an option.

“If this had occurred
during fire weather,”

Goodwin said. “We would
be out of luck.” Many
would be unable to call
neighbors or alert the
community in case of any
emergency. “It was terri-
ble for me,” Goodwin
said. “It was 12 days!”
Similar to the trend
of catalytic converter
theft, Canyon was hit by
thieves likely trying to
sell the copper wire from
the phone lines. Recy-
cling centers will buy

Hammond St. Neighbors Celebrate Leo
Saephan's retirement after 38 years of mail

carrier service

Submitted by Sherilyn Hagan

Back row: Jim Kneis,
Robert Holloway,

25 Lauren Acevedo, Tom
¢ VonderBrink, Greg

Costa, Scott Reynolds ;

@ Front row : Mark

Zembsch, Kim
Zembsch Mailman Leo
Saephan, Sherilyn
Hagan, Kris Costa

Photo Dan Hagan

whole phone lines and
strip them for the copper
within, which sells for
about $3.25 per pound.
Canyon’s phone lines are
believed to have been
taken by vandals climb-
ing up redwood trees to
cut the lines, which were
then cut into 6-foot
sections.

Phone service has
long been tricky in
Canyon, where even to-
day wireless internet
service can be sketchy.
In many parts of the un-
incorporated commu-
nity, only AT&T has
worked. Many residents
rely only on landlines
for communication and
internet service through
DSL. Even many
Canyonites who have
cell phones couldn’t rely
on them for backup.

Longtime resident
Erik Olafsson cannot get
cell reception in his
house, so the 12 days
without proved a prob-
lem. He had to go out his
front door and climb a
150-foot hill to get recep-
tion, and has longtime
friends he talks with al-
most daily.

“It was a lot of trips
up that hill,” he said.

WALNUT CREEK

DERMATOLOGY
Healthier Skin Lies Within

Paige
Radell, M.D.

www.walnutcreekderm.com

925-391-9439

Pediatric and Adult Patients.
Same day appointments available.
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9 Tarry Lane, Orinda
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FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
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Historic day for Orinda: Friends of Joaquin
Moraga Adobe now own the building

The Joaquin Moraga oell ‘

... continued from Page 1

Glazer praised the friends
for their accomplishment
and for having the educa-
tion of youth as the cen-
tral focus of the project,
“Your work to bring this to
life, it isn’t just about our
kids, its about our adults
too, learning and remem-
bering. It’s a touchstone
and I thank you all so
much for bringing this to
life. It would have been
easy to just have it torn
down and call it
progress.”

For those who had
witnessed the decline of
the building, which had
fallen into desuetude,
crumbling and covered
with graffiti, the transfor-
mation into a beautiful
five room building was
stunning. It had been im-
possible to imagine the
fandangos said to have
been hosted there when it
was the home of the Mor-
agas, but now the vision is
inviting.

RENTGYSPACE
Store It Yourself & Save

FOR 3 MONTHS
WITH $20 ADMIN

ON SELECT UNITS
FEE DUE AT TIME

OF RENTAL
LIMITED AVAILABILITY

OFFER GOOD 7/01/24-7/31/24

f ¥ @) (8)
Hours of operation

Mon-Sat 9am -6pm
Sunday 10am-4pm.

I\E NTQSPACE

455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F

(925) 643-2026

www.5Aspace.com

RHEEM
SHOPPING
CENTER

The building cannot
be “restored,” to its origi-
nal condition, but has
been rehabilitated to ap-
proximate how it was
around 1848. The red-
waood plank floors have
been replicated, the adobe
walls smoothly plastered
and painted an off white
that opens up the five
rooms. Entering the build-
ing through the impres-
sive double doors, one
first comes into the large
parlor, well lit by large
windows and electric
light.

Historically, there
were no fireplaces within
the Adobe, and the cook-
ing was done outdoors. So
there is not a kitchen per
se, but there is a large din-
ing room, which will fea-
ture traditional food
preparation items and a
period dining table. In ad-
dition to the parlor and
dining room, there is a
room that will house the
museumn exhibits, includ-
ing an audio-visual pre-
sentation. Another room
has been dedicated as the
Bruzzone Gallery, in
honor of that family’s
large donation, which will
feature rotating exhibits.
There is also a hedroom,
but no bathroom, al-
though public restrooms
have been built on the
property.

The views from the
Orinda hilltop that is
home to the Adobe are
breathtaking. When it was
the home of Joaquin Mor-
aga and his family, they
could see almost all of
their property from the
hilltop. Their rancho ex-
tended from Orinda into
Moraga, and Lafayette.
Today, standing in the
open doorway or on the
porch, one gets a sweep-
ing view from Mount Dia-
blo to the Las Trampas
ridge.

Photos Sora O'Doherty

The land around the
Adobe has not yet been
landscaped, but will fea-
ture native plants and an
arbor with grapes that
trace their DNA to the
1700s and the missions of
California. A paved path
has been installed that
sweeps around the entire
building, allowing handi-
capped access. There will
be a patio paved with the
bricks that people pur-
chased as a way to fund
the project, surrounded
by a low wall where peo-
ple will be able to sit and
admire the views.

At the back of the
Adobe, where the cooking
would have been done in
the past, there will be a
fenced area for use by
school groups touring the
adobe. This land was
freed up when several
rooms that had been ap-
pended to the Adobe were
taken down to get it back
to its 1848 footprint.

During the 15 year
task, inspired by Bobbie
Landers, the Friends were
relentless fund raisers in
order to purchase the
building from ]J&]J Ranch,
the developer of the sur-
rounding 20 or so acres.
J&J agreed to sell the
Adobe and its parcel to
the non-profit group if
they could raise the
$500,000 purchase price
by 2021. J&] also agreed to
rehabilitate the building.
If the Friends had failed to
buy it, the building would
have become a clubhouse
for the housing
development.

Having completed the
purchase, the Friends are
now moving on to manag-
ing the building and mak-
ing it available to the pub-
lic. The memorandum of
understanding under
which they were allow to
purchase the building
provides for no more than

30 open days per year.
The Friends hope in par-
ticular to have the build-
ing used as an educational
site by school children.

The Joaquin Moraga
Adobe is of historical in-
terest not only to Orinda,
where it is located, but to
Moraga as well. The Mor-
aga Historical Society
raised $100,000 towards
the purchase of the build-
ing. The site on Adobe
Road is on the border of
the two municipalities in
the hills above Del Rey el-
ementary school. In the
near distance, a swatch of
green is part of the Mor-
aga County Club.

The building is an ex-
cellent example of Mon-
terey Colonial architec-
ture of the 1840s. It is rich
in details, such as the orig-
inal crown moldings, that
were brought from the
eastern states by trading
ships that came to pur-
chase hides from Califor-
nia.

Rancho life was very
much influenced by the
California Gold Rush and
the Mexican American
War, according to Friends
President Kent Long and
his wife Teresa, who have
been a huge part of the
Friends from its inception.

Rancho families had
the rug pulled out from
under them, so to speak,
by the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo, which
ended the war in 1848
and under which Mexico
ceded California and
other lands to the United
States. The Moragas had
to enter into long and
costly legal proceedings to
keep their home and land,
and ultimately went bank-
rupt and lost everything,
in part owing to un-
scrupulous lawyers.

The Joacquin Moraga
Adobe was recognized as
a California Landmark in
1954 and as a historical
landmark by the City of
Orinda in 1995. Although
the original plaques were
stolen, reproductions have
recently been donated by
the local Acalanes chapter
of the Daughters of the
American Revolution.
Now that the Adobe is sur-
rounded by occupied
homes and outfitted with
a high level security sys-
tem, the vandalism that
plagued the building in
the past has ceased.
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Contentious matter of private roads and drains again
on Orinda’s agenda

By Sora O’Doherty
Having been in abeyance
during and since the
Covid pandemic, the issue
of Orinda’s private roads
and drains recently re-
turned to the fore. The
City Council’s Subcommit-
tee on Infrastructure
brought a report to the
Council at its June 18
meeting presenting its
initial work program, as
was requested by the
council.

Upon establishing the
Council’s Infrastructure
Subcommittee, which is
composed of Mayor Dar-
lene Gee and the Vice
Mayor, Latika Malkani,
the full Council had re-
quested that a draft initial
work program be pre-
sented to the Council
early in the subcommit-
tee’s work. After meeting
twice, the subcommittee
provided a draft work
program to the full Coun-
cil in advance of the next
scheduled subcommittee
meeting.

Council member Inga
Miller spoke to the issue
at length during the
meeting. One of her
points was that she
found it hard to not be a
member of the subcom-
mittee. “I haven't felt
comfortable with the way
that our staff has been
treated at those meet-
ings,” she said, “and I
don't believe that it
shows us in a very good
light with our public.”
Mayor Darlene Gee re-
sponded, “I'm having a
really hard time under-
standing, having been
there, what occurred that
would be considered mis-
treating the staff.”

Gee also disagreed with a
suggestion by Miller that
the subcommittee was di-
viding the community.
She said, “I wanted this
subcommittee in order to
be able to provide a fo-
rum, to try to find a way

to bring more of the com-
munity together on a crit-
ical issue to the city.”
Miller countered with,
“Maybe you're bringing
people together . . .but
that’s not what I'm hear-
ing on the street.”

Miller, in further
comments, said that “peo-
ple believe that what you
have promised is to bring
their private roads into
the public system” and
that “it's a bad sign in
government if your lead-
ers aren't being honest
with you,” suggesting that
perhaps the matter was
just a campaign issue.

The council accepted
public comments on the
work plan, although
Council Member Brandyn
Iverson noted that the
comments did not actu-
ally address the work
plan, but expressed opin-
ions about the current sit-
uation in Orinda vis a vis
the fairness of having pri-
vate roads or the potential
problems with private
drains that handle many
gallons of water that flow
off public property.

The subcommittee
subsequently met on June
25 and reviewed the
councils suggestions for
revising the work plan,
which had passed the city
council unanimously. Af-
ter discussion, the work
plan was revised to pro-
vide two areas to be ad-
dressed, as had been sug-
gested by council mem-
ber Iverson. The revised
work plan was scheduled
to be reviewed by the full
council on July 2, after
this issue went to press.

The revised work
plan covers two areas.
Background and educa-
tion will explore con-
straints, existing re-
sources, and current
rules and regulations to
develop a list of possible
solutions. This will in-

clude reviewing and dis-
cussing an updated map
of public and private
roads, longer-term fund-
ing and financial re-
sources, and existing res-
olution 59-18 on private
road acceptance policy.
This area will also in-
clude getting the lay of
the land regarding
stormwater law,
drainage, owner respon-
sibilities/liabilities, and
changes in law. Develop-
ing a range of possible al-
ternatives with some
sense of which ones, if
any, seem worth pursu-
ing is listed as a
deliverable.

Other tasks are map-
ping the entire city public
and private storm drain
system and updating the
Homeowner Guide. An-
other task is to conduct a
needs assessment opinion
survey of private road
homeowners. In addition,
the subcommittee will ex-
plore ideas to assist pri-
vate road neighborhoods
and develop and discuss
possible options and tools
to balance the needs of
public and private roads.

The subcommittee is
tasked with creating a
formal knowledge base
for all stakeholders with
well-organized, summary
information to reduce
confusion and/or future
need for a task force.

At the subcommittee
meeting, several speakers
brought up issues regard-
ing their neighborhoods.
Some of these are already
being looked at by the
city manager and staff,
and were deemed not rel-
evant to the subcommit-
tee’s work. The subcom-
mittee received a staff re-
port from the city man-
ager and also heard from
the Director of Public
Works, Scott Christie, and
City Engineer Sivakumar
Natarajan.

The agenda included
the Orinda Road Owner-
ship Map, which cur-
rently shows public and
private roads, in addition
to public easements and
roads that are presumed
to be either public or pri-
vate. The last category of
roads shown is private
with pavement manage-
ment by the city under a
five year renewable
maintenance agreement.

Christie explained the
history of public road ac-
ceptance under Contra
Costa County and the City
of Orinda after it was in-
corporated in 1985. City
Manager David Biggs em-
phasized that there is
much that is unknown
about why some roads be-
came private roads, and
said that if anyone had
documentation showing
that their road should be
public, they should bring
it to the city for review.

The subcommittee
agreed to recommend to
the city council a com-
plete review of the condi-
tion of private roads us-
ing the same methodol-
ogy as for public roads.
This would consist of us-
ing the Metropolitan
Transportation Commis-
sion’s Pavement Manage-
ment Technical Assis-
tance Program, Street-
Saver software, and an
assessment of field condi-
tions by the city engineer-
ing staff. The matter will

be brought to the city
council at a future
meeting.

Assessing all private
drains would be a more
expensive project, and
the subcommittee plans
to consider that in the
future.

The city is gathering
private road information,
including the map, on its
website for easy access by
residents. This can be
found at
www.cityoforinda.org/
601/Private-Road-
Information

Watch the 4th
of July parade

Start at 10 a.m. Theatre
District, Orinda

MOFD Chief David Winnacker
leaving for private sector

By Sora O’Doherty

Photo Sora O'Doherty
David Winnacker

After serving as Fire
Chief of the Moraga
Orinda Fire District for
seven years, David Win-
nacker has announced
that he is retiring to
“pursue opportunities in
the private sector.” The
chief noted that his re-
tirement comes after 21
years in uniform. He
will continue to serve
until the end of the year,
hopefully enabling some
shared time with a new
chief to allow for a
seamless transition.

In approving its an-
nual budget on June 19,
the board added a
deputy fire chief posi-

tion to continue in-
creased engagement in
state and regional issues

i associated with fire/res-
\ cue operations, wildfire

risk reduction and
interoperability.

In his resignation
letter, presented to the
MOFD Board at the end
of May, Winnacker said
that he was very proud
“of the steps we have
taken to bring MOFD
into a position of re-
gional and statewide
leadership in a number
of areas. Among other
achievements, it is
worth noting the work
done by the Fire District,
our public agency part-
ners, and the commu-
nity to develop and im-
plement a comprehen-
sive approach to wildfire
risk reduction.”

He continued,
“Leading the Fire Dis-
trict has been an incred-
ibly rewarding en-
deavor, and I have great
pride in the high stan-
dards to which our
members hold them-
selves. The firefighters

who answer the call
night and day are com-
mitted to our commu-
nity, and the long tradi-
tion of providing the
highest level of service
MOFD represents. It is of
the highest importance
that this commitment is
not overlooked or al-
lowed to languish as the
District expands into
other areas of service
delivery.”

The outgoing chief
also identified priorities
to ensure a smooth tran-
sition, including profes-
sional development of
key district staff,
progress toward the re-
model of Station 45,
completion of Standards
of Cover study, substan-
tial completion of the
Tunnel East Bay Hills
Fuel Break, enhance-
ment of MOFD's pre-
scribed fire program to
ensure long-term suc-
cess, completion of on-
going discussions with
large landowning enti-
ties within the fire dis-
trict and completion of
labor negotiations.

Orinda’s
Lowest
Gas Prices

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11 pm

LAMORINDA C
FOUNDATION

Would YOU know what to do in case
of a life-threatening bleeding event?

If a loved one got injured and was bleeding profusely

would you know what to do? Average time to bleed to
death: 3-5 minutes. Average time for 1** Responders to
Arrive: 7-10 minutes.

The Lamorinda CERT Foundation is proud to offer several
Stop the Bleed and Advanced Bleeding Control classes
where students will be taught how to stop life
threatening bleeding. Techniques for applying a
tourniquet and wound packing will be taught for a
minimal cost of $10. Please see the website to register:
https://bleeding.lamorindacert.org/

The next classes are on July 18 in the Moraga Library and
August 8 at the Lafayette Community Center.

Lamorinda CERT Foundation is a 501(c)(3) foundation supporting Lamorinda CERT

Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Cosmetic
Surgery
* Facelift
* Facial Implants * Fillers
* Neck Lift

* Nose Surgery
* Brow Lift

* Ear Surgery

Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMAG®, Restylane®@)
* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services

* Eyelid Surgery * Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a
nationally recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
surgeon, opened a private practice in Downtown Orinda to e
better serve Lamorinda patients.  Specializing entirely in

the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is nationally recognized for
providing patients with beautiful, elegant, and natural results,

Matthew Tamplen, MD

Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION
96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824  Double Board-Certified
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Before

TAMPLEN

PLASTIC SURGERY

Facigl Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.
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Orinda’s Troop 303 honors seven
Eagle Scouts
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Submitted by Mariah Finegan

Photo provided

Pictured from left: NickEng, Julian Rustigian,
David Kepkep, Paul Stephan, Lucas Peterson,
Collin Finegan, and Ethan Kong.

On May 18 Boy Scouts of
America Troop 303B in
Orinda celebrated sev-
en Scouts who recently
earned the highest rank
in Scouting at an Eagle
Court of Honor held at St.
Stephen's Episcopal
Church. The Eagle Scouts
whose achievement was
recognized included Mi-
ramonte High School stu-
dent:. Nick Eng, Collin
Finegan, David Kepkep,
Ethan Kong, Lucas Peter-
somn, Julian Rustigian, and
Paul Stephan.

The Boy Scouts of
America, a youth devel-
opment organization
founded in 1910, strives
to offer a fun program
that promotes ethical
foundations, citizenship
training, and physical
and mental fitness. A
Scout's years long jour-

ney to the Eagle rank cul-
minates in the Eagle Ser-
vice Project, which re-
quires Scouts to plan, ex-
ecute, and lead a project
that benefits the commu-
nity.

Nick Eng's project in-
cluded repairing a cul-
vert and constructing a
drainage trench to help
protect Holy Shepard
Lutheran Church's facili-
ties from flooding from
heavy rains. Collin Fine-
gan restored and im-
proved the Nature Trail
connecting the local
neighborhood to Orinda
Oaks Park and the Mul-
holland Ridge Trail.
David Kepkep refur-
bished and built benches
for The Creek Youth Cen-
ter's after school pro-
gram in Walnut Creek.
Ethan Kong constructed

a storage shed for orga-
nizing outdoor equip-
ment at St. Stephen's
Preschool and Paul
Stephan rebuilt an 80 ft
section of wood fencing
at St Stephen's Episcopal
Church in Orinda. Mira-
monte High School bene-
fited from two projects:
Lucas Peterson con-
structed a decomposed
gravel walkway leading
to a basketball court and
Julian Rustigian replaced
five wood benches in a
popular campus lunch
area.

The commitment
and service of this group
of Eagle Scouts was rec-
ognized by the Office of
the Congressman Mark
DeSaulnier, the Office of
Senator Steve Glazer, and
the Office of Orinda
Mayor Darlene Gee. Ad-
ditionally, they each re-
ceived an American flag
that had flown over the
U.S. Capitol. The Eagle
Scouts would like to ex-
press their gratitude to
their parents, Scout lead-
ers, community mem-
bers, and fellow Scouts
who have supported
them along their chal-
lenging journey of
growth and adventure.
Orinda’s Troop 303
serves both boys and
girls.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Troop 246 honors new Eagle Scouts
Submitted by David Chng

Photo David Chng

From lefi: Blaise Clancy,
Alex Chng and Cole Hickey \rated, and delivered

Moraga Troop 246 held
an Eagle Court of Honor
on May 19 to recognize
three Scouts who
achieved Scouting's
highest rank. As part of
the requirements to earn
the rank, a capstone Ea-
gle Project is required.
Blaise Clancy (Cam-
polindo Junior) did a
garden project to benefit
Camino Pablo Elemen-
tary School where he at-
tended K-5. Alex
Chng (Campolindo
Sophomore) researched,

fifty care bags with use-
ful tools for early stage
patients of ALS, a neu-
rodegenerative disease
that affects nerves in the
spinal cord and brain.
He chose the project in
memory of his grandfa-
ther who passed from
the disease in 2015. Cole
Hickey (Campolindo Se-
nior) furnished an apart-
ment for a family facing
housing challenges at
Hope Solutions, a local
housing support
organization.

Basketball team gives to the Food Bank

Submitted by Brad Hilsabeck

The Acalanes basketball
program recently con-
ducted a fundraiser for
the Lafayette Boys Bas-
ketball Association.
Rather than raising
money just for them-
selves, the boys wanted
to support a worthy
cause - The Food Bank of

Contra Costa and
Solano.

Over the last three
weeks, the boys raised
money outside of Diablo
Foods, Philz Coffee in
Lafayette, and Lunardi's
in Walnut Creek. The
boys were able to raise
more than $10,000, half

of which they will give to
the Food Bank.

More than 600
donors in the commu-
nity gave to this cause -
the generosity of this
community toward the
high school and the Food
Bank is truly inspiring.

William Harrison Broach
June 15,1935 - June 20, 2024
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William Harrison Broach, a ramblin’ wreck
from Georgia Tech and a heck of an engineer,
left this world on June 20, 2024, in Bryn Mawr,
Pennsylvania, with his beloved wife Barbara
and daughter Mary by his side. He was 89. The
cause of death was congestive heart failure.
Born in Atlanta, Georgia on June 15,1935

to Helen Baumgartner Broach and Raymond
Charles Broach, Bill was the youngest of four
siblings. He grew up in Macon and though he
traveled the world, the red clay earth of Geor-
% gia always meant home to him. After attend-

y ing Georgia Tech on an ROTC scholarship, Bill
% graduated in 1957 with a B.S. in Mechanical

Engineering. He earned his MBA from Al-
abama’s Samford University (happily confused with “Stanford” whenever
he spoke about his education). In a career that spanned 50 years, he climbed
the corporate ladder at General Electric to head the division of Western
States, then left to run a solar energy company, worked briefly as a commodi-
ties broker, and finally served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Trustee. He was particu-
larly well suited to this last post, where he met people facing one of the worst
moments of their lives and treated each one with fairness, compassion, and
respect. His most famous client was M.C. Hammer, who gave Bill an unex-
pected interest in rap music. His two takeaways from his long and varied ca-
reer were: 1) treating people well pays big dividends, and 2) when faced with
a choice between moving and staying put, always make the move, because in
movement lies opportunity.
Bill had a deep interest in people, places, and ideas. He loved fast
cars, every dog on the planet, tinkering, fixing broken appliances, and watch-
ing college football, especially Georgia Tech vs. Georgia. His other favorite
preoccupations were a good game of tennis or bridge, a bargain, any new
technology, country music, Mary See’s chocolates, ice cream floats, his wife’s
cooking, and Costco. He always said he wanted his ashes scattered at the local
Costco parking lot (sorry, Dad).
With his children and grandchildren, Bill was a font of wisdom and
opinions. He was known for sending long emails about appliance mainte-
nance, tax deductions, and the best time to take Social Security. To his nine

beloved grandchildren, he was their adored “Granddaddy.” When they were
little, he plied them with sweets, coached them in card games like “Old Hilly,”
and loved hearing about their school projects and sports tournaments. When
they were older, he taught them intricate bridge conventions and gave tips on
everything from car insurance to career strategy.

Bill considered himself a very lucky man, but those he left behind are
even luckier to have known and loved him. He was loyal to a fault. He had a
boundless curiosity and a generous sense of humor. He valued his family and
friends above all else, and there was nothing that delighted him more than
hearing from a far-flung friend or relative. He was a Southern gentleman and
a prince of a fellow.

When Bill married his true love, Barbara Lomont Broach, in 1960,
they embarked on a life best captured by their favorite song, George Jones’s
“Walk Through This World With Me.” They moved nine times, living in places
as diverse as Brighton, England and Birmingham, Alabama, but the place they
loved best was their adopted home of California. They settled in Lafayette for
43 years, enjoying long bike rides; outings to San Francisco, Mendocino, or the
wine country with Barbara’s sister Annette; and duplicate bridge games and
dinner parties with friends - not to mention frequent travel to faraway places.
They were each other’s steadfast companion and support, right to the end.

Ever the engineer, Bill approached his own death as a problem to be
solved, as precise as a mathematical equation. For the past eleven years,
Parkinson’s had whittled away his physical capacities, with his body rebelling
at even the smallest tasks. But on June 20th, when he quickly and quietly ex-
ited this world, his body finally did exactly what he wanted.

Bill is survived by his wife of 63 years, Barbara Broach, his three chil-
dren Mark (Kate Kiguradze), Elise, and Mary Broach (Chris Urheim); his nine
grandchildren: Sophie, Julia, and Elliot Broach (Fangfang Lee); Zoe, Harrison,
and Grace Wheeler; and Ellen, Jane (Tom Kelly), and Margaret Urheim; his sis-
ter Frances King; and a cherished bounty of nieces, nephews, and cousins.

A family celebration-of-life is planned for the summer. In lieu of
flowers, please consider donating to the Parkinson’s Foundation,
https://www.parkinson.org/ Or reach out to a dear friend or family member
you haven’t talked to in a while. That would please Bill Broach no end.

Letters to

Private Roads
Dear Editor,

The June 19 letter "Pri-
vate Road Subsidy" con-
tains factual errors, begin-
ning with the allegation
that private road residents
"purchased their homes at
discounted prices (since
homes and lots on private
roads are cheaper than
similar ones on public
roads)". A perusal of
prices and a tally of the As-
sessor rolls, indicates just
the opposite - higher typi-
cal purchase prices and a
29% higher assessed aver-
age valuation for homes
on private roads. For ex-
ample, some of Orinda's
more expensive homes,
such as in Wilder, are on
private roads. Orinda's
5,509 residences on public
roads represent approxi-
mately 73% ($6.282 billion,
or $1,140,315 per home) of
Orinda's $8.587 billion
2022/23 residential tax
base, while its 1,570 resi-
dences on private roads
represent 27% ($2.304 bil-
lion, or $1,467,516 per
home).

However, the true irony
is in Mr. Flagg's claim that

Public Safety

Emergency response:
Emergency: 24 Hours
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010
Nixle: Text your zip code to
888777 or www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925-283-3680
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221
Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com
Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com
Moraga Police Department:
329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055
Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049
Orinda Police Department:
22 Orinda Way 925-254-6820
Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan
925-254-6820
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafayette Police

Department
Incident
Summary
Report

June 9 - June 22

Alarms 38
911 Calls (incudes hang-ups)
Traffic
Suspicious Circumstances 9
Suspicious Subject 15
Suspicious Vehicle 8
Service to Citizen

Patrol Req./Security Check
Public/School Assembly Check 1

Supplemental Report 18
Vacation House Check 30
Welfare Check 14
Ordinance Violation 3

Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary
800 Block Mountain View Dr.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
800 Block Rosedale Ave.
1300 Block Reliez Valley Rd. (3)
700 Block Moraga Rd.
Reckless Driving
Stanley Blvd./Deer Hill Rd.
Springhill Rd./Martino Rd.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3100 Block Cordova Way
Other criminal activity
Fraud False Pretenses
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3100 Block Stanwood Ln
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Apt 104
Grand Theft
1200 Block Monticello Rd.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Identity Theft
3300 Block Silver Springs Ct.

the editor

some private road resi-
dents are demanding a
"subsidy”. He completely
omits the fact that some
private road residents
have been continuously
providing a subsidy to the
rest of Orinda's residents
by being required to per-
sonally maintain and re-
place, under their "private"”
roads, public-works-scale
drainage structures that
are fed high volume public
storm water collected, con-
centrated, and diverted
from public roads, all the
while paying taxes to re-
lieve "public” residents of
these same expenses. Pri-
vate road residents also
pay their full share of the
taxes to repay the road
bonds used to repair pub-
lic residential streets like
the one Mr. Flagg lives on.
It would be fair to end this
subsidization, currently

forced only onto private
road residents, of these
complex drains - a practice
which also poses a fiscal
risk to all Orinda residents.
Adoption of these roads
could also qualify Orinda
for added grant and
return-to-source funding,
and improved FEMA acces-
sibility in the event of a
disaster involving one of
these "private” roads or
drains. Iinvite Mr. Flagg
to meet for coffee on my
"private” road and review
detailed records showing
how we provide concen-
trated drainage of a public
road system, and person-
ally pay for it for the bene-
fit of all Orindans.

Sincerely,
Joel Libove
Orinda

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the
writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All
published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of
residence — we will only accept letters from those who live in, or
own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda
(please give us your phone number for verification purposes only).
Letters must be factually accurate. Lamorinda Weekly reserves the
right to refuse publishing a letter submission. Visit
www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly,
1480 Moraga Road STE C #202, Moraga, CA 94556

Misc Burglar{\:

1700 Block Toyon Rd.
Petty Theft

1300 Block Summit Rd.

700 Block John Wa

3500 Block Mt. Diaglo Blvd.
Petty Theft From Veh

1200 Block Barott Rd.
Shoplift

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-fight

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Disturbing The Peace

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Music

1300 Block Reliez Valley Rd.

3400 Block La Caminita (2)
Loud Noise

3500 Block Moraga Blvd. (2)

700 Block Solana Dr.

900 Block Moraga Rd.

900 Block Village Center

1400 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
Loud Party

600 Block Los Palos Dr.

Rancho View Dr./Pleasant Hill Rd.
Public Nuisance

900 Block Moraga Rd.

900 Block East St.

800 Block Rosedale Ave,
Vandalism

3300 Block Moraga Blvd.
Other
Animal Cruelty

4000 Block Valente Ct.
Unwanted Guest

3600 Block Bickerstaff St.

3300 Block Betty Ln
Violation Restraining Ord

600 Block Doreen Way

400 Block Helen Ave.

1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.

4100 Block Hidden Valley Rd.

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

June 18 - June 24
Alarms 3
911 Calls (incudes hang-ups) 3
Traffic 30
Suspicious Circumstances 1
Suspicious Subject

Suspicious Vehicle )
Service to Citizen

Patrol Req.iSecuritg Check 10
Public/School Assembly Check 4
Supplemental Report 25
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 1
Ordinance Violation i
Vehicle violations

Dui Misd

10 Block Julianna Ct.
Excessive Speed

Moraga Rd./Campolindo Dr.

Moraga Rd./Ascot Dr.

Rheem Center Ifo Homegoods

700 Block Parking Lot

Moraga Rd./Donald Dr.
Moraga Rd./Corliss Dr.
Moraga Dr./Alhambra Wy, Pin
Moraga Rd./Lucas Dr.
Moraga Way/Coral Dr., Ori
Other criminal activity
Rape
St Marys College
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace
Rancho Laguna Park
Loud Music
Paseo Del Rio/Calle La Mesa
Rancho Laguna Park
Homegoods
Loud Noise
Donald Dr./Moraga Rd.
Vandalism
St Marys College
Other
Threats
Homegoods

ORINDA ,
IPOLICE

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
June 9 - June 15
Alarms 24
911 Calls (incudes hang-ups) 4
Traffic 32
Suspicious Circumstances 1
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Vehicle
Service to Citizen
Patrol Req./Security Check
Public/School Assembly Check
Supplemental Report
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Accident Property

Wilder Rd.
Reckless Driving

Moraga Wy/Meadowlands Ct.
Te - Property Damage

Wilder Sports Fields
Other criminal activity
Shoplift

Camino Pablo
Warrant Arrest

60 Block Oak Rd.

Wh Sr 24 At St Stephens Dr.
Warrant Service

60 Block Oak Rd. (2)
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Music

100 Block Crest View Dr.
Loud Noise

10 Block Silverwood Ct.
Loud Party

100 Block Via Floreado (2)
Public Nuisance

10 Block Avenida De Orinda
Other
Unwanted Guest

50 Block Moraga Way

MMQMNWENN
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Hummus — the great dip you can’t get enough of

By Susie Iventosch

Since we published the
Festive Lemon Hummus
recipe a few months ago,
I've been experimenting
with new variations of
hummus, using different
veggies and different
beans. One of my new fa-
vorites is this olive hum-
mus made with cannellini

olive fan, this dish is not
for you, but if you are,
you are going to love it!
The cannellini beans add
a slightly different flavor
and texture from the reg-
ular garbanzo beans, and
they pair so well with the
olives. For this hummus,
you need no added salt,

and easy to make, es-
pecially if you use
canned beans, which
I always do. It’s a lot
of fun to try different
combinations of in-
gredients and some-
time during the year,

INGREDIENTS

|

Photo Susie Iventosch

DIRECTIONS

Drain the cannellini beans in a colander and rinse with fresh water. Cut the
olives into halves or quarters. Place the tahini, lemon juice and garlic in the bowl of
the food processor. Process until very smooth, about 1-2 minutes. Add the olives to
the food processor and process until smooth. Next add the beans, 1/3 of them at a
time, processing until smooth after each addition. Scrape down the sides of the
bowl with a rubber spatula as needed. Finally, add 2 thsp. olive oil and blend well.
If the hummus is too thick, add a tiny bit of ice water, 1 tablespoon at a time until
desired consistency. Usually, given the liquid from the olives, you won’t need to add

any added liquid.

we will feature roasted
red pepper hummus, fol-
lowed by a Mexican style
pinto bean hummus.

This hummus is great
as a dip served with raw
veggies or pita bread, but
it’s also the perfect ac-

Kalamata Olive Hummus

2 thsp. tahini (use more if you love tahini)
1 tsp. lemon juice

1 clove garlic, minced

1 (14.5 oz.) can cannellini beans (or Great Northern Beans)
8-10 anchovy-stuffed olives, halved or quartered

3/4 cup Kalamata olives, pitted, halved, or quartered

3 thsp. extra-virgin olive oil (divided)
1/4 cup parsley for garnish

companiment for lamb
burgers or lamb chops.
We recently made lamb
burgers, seasoned with
fresh rosemary and
oregano, topped with
melted goat cheese and
olive tapenade served on
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brioche buns, with this
Kalamata Olive Hummus
on the side. Oh my. It was
such a stellar combina-
tion of flavors — very
Mediterranean. I hope
you love this as much as
my family does!

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found

on our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com .
If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with
Susie please contact her by
email or call our office at
(925) 377-0977. Or visit

To serve, spoon the mixture into a flat bowl. Using the back of a spoon, make https://treksandbites.com
little canals in the hummus by starting on the outside of the bowl and working
your way to the center of the bowl. Drizzle the remaining olive oil in the cavities and garnish with minced

parsley.

beans, Kalamata olives,
and just a few anchovy
olives. If you're not an

since olives are already

salty.
Hummus is so quick

Recent Rlbbon Cuttmgs from the Lafayette Chamber

On June 11, the Lafayette
Chamber welcomed Vintage
Vida to downtown Lafayette.
Owner Carmen Guerrero,
alongside family and friends,
the City of Lafayette Mayor
Gina Dawson and Chamber
President Katie Santos cut the
ribbon and toasted to the

- grand opening complete with
peace sign balloon art. Visit
Vintage Vida at 3581 Mt.
Diablo Blvd for vintage items
for your home and more.

Love Latayette

Lafayette Glass Co. Inc.
Shower & Window Glass Specialist
» Frameless Shower Glass @

« Shower Enclosures
> SHoP <

» Custom Mirrors
« New Windows/Patio Doors “LOCAL™

» Replacement & Installation

On June 12, the Lafayette
Chamber welcomed Barrel
Shoppe to Lafayette.
Owner Matt Hagel
welcomed friends, family,
W the City, representative
Antoinette St John from

i Rebecca Bauer-Kahan'’s
office, and fellow Chamber
members to experience
this new single barrel
spirits retailer at 3430 Mt.
Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

CAuthony'a
Cudtone S/ %cture ramerd

After 30 years of service, we are
proud to reintroduce ourselves
as Anthony's Custom Picture
Framers. Family owned and
operated since 1991. Anthony
and Tony look forward to seeing
you soon and assisting you with
all your framing needs.

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair Stucco Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, GOOGLE & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

¥ » -
Beautiful 5“‘“

1020 Brown Ave, Suite A
Lafayette, CA 94549
925+283+7620

anthonysCPF.com

Monday by Appointment Only
Tues-Sat 10:30 am to 6:00 pm
By Appointment Only

3375 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
next to Premier Kitchens, USE DYER STREET TO ENTER

925-284-9510

. ,.lrr’.'= Blodgett
www.lafayetteglasscompany.com | CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

Ouner

$30 off your next order with this ad!

‘Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet.  www.blodgetts.com

+ Tree removal, Physical Therapy

s Stump remoyvaly._ . | Moved to:

ity 3658 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Piano Studio

S LAFAYETTE Suite 100 Keys to success

regulatiorfty PRYSICALTHERAPY: || - Vette, CA 94549 P Tt bt e D
’

professional instructor MTAC member:
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

925-284-6150 Jwww.LafayettePT.com
Come see our beautiful new location!

%@%gm

};.’r 7/;1'1'/#}'/ dinee {67

Call 925-377-8733 for FREE Estimate ‘ :
Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years. Rita Yegiazaryan
925-323-8969

ryegiazaryan@yahoo.com

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

Reasonable Books
New * Used * Vintage

Rat proofing

Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.
All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons, skunks,
and squirrel-proofing. Attic/Subarea clean up.
Duct/Insulation repair.

Customer service is my #1 priority.

* Custom Designs
* Expert Repairs
* Free Ring cleaning

* Appraisals
A collection of * Pearl Restringing
carefully curated
selections, classic

Al your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.
and contemporary.

I $5 off Watch Battery I

Reg $15, Now $10 Serving the LaMorinda

36L5 Mt Diablo Blvd l 1 watch battery per person. Exp. 8/% /24 . Usually installed while you I area for 10 years as
Lafaystte P “im"ﬁn R_amcimﬂ]ly_ —aar dl former branch manager

(925) 385-3026
www.reasonable.online

of Coulson-Moseley/
Detailed Pest Control.
1044 Stuart St., Lafayette
(925) 338-9304
877-7RATMAN

3645 Mt. Diablo BlVd., LﬂfﬂyEHE between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tues-Sat 10-5

RRTMARN

=—PEST AND TERMITE—
CONTROL
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The Lamorinda Arts
Council presents paint-
ings by Christina Baal,
Molly Gleason-Kodama,
Michiko Sakai and Raku
ceramics by Mary Leigh
Miller in the Art Gallery
at the Orinda Library
starting July 1. The pub-
lic is invited to an artist
reception held in their
honor on Saturday, July
6 from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
where light refresh-
ments will be served.
Closed Sundays. For
more information email
gallery@Lamor-
indaArts.org, call (925)
359.9940 or visit
http://lamorindaarts.org/
galleries-2.

The Lamorinda Arts
Council invites you to
meet Leslie Golden in
the Art Gallery at Wilder
on Sunday, July 7 at a re-
ception in her honor
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
where light refresh-
ments will be served. En-
joy her “Laura’s Lantern
Inspired by John Singer
Sargent,” a 16” x 20” oil
on canvas echoing the
bespoke dresses and rar-
efied lighting in Sar-
gent’s famous work. Visit
the Art Gallery at Wilder
July 8 to Aug. 2, Monday

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Not to be missed

through Friday.from 3 to
5 p.m., closed Saturday
and Sundays. For more
information go to
https://Lamorinda
Arts.org/galleries-2,
email info@Lamor-
indaArts.org or call (925)
359.9940.

Valley Art Gallery pre-
sents: My Places in the
Sun, oil paintings by
Maria SantoStefano.

Runs through Aug. 3.
Valley Art Gallery, 1661
Botelho Drive, Suite 110 -
Walnut Creek;
https://valleyartgallery.org

Music

2024 Concert at the Mor-
aga Commons Park
schedule: 4 July: House-
rockers — Rock & Soul (7
p-m. Concert) 11 July:
Mumbo Gumbo - Genre-
bending Americana &
Musical Stew 18 July:
Steve Hanson & Carousel
Cowhaoys — Modern Coun-
try 25 July: Purple Ones —
Prince Tribute 1 Aug: Na-
tive Elements — Reggae 8
Aug: Traveling Wilburys
Revue - E.L.O, Orbison,
Harrison, Dylan Tribute
15 Aug: 3 Day Weekend -
Motown, R&B, Classic
Rock 6:30-8:30 P.M. (Uno)
at The Moraga Commons
Band Shell.

925-377-0977

4

Orinda - Concerts are
held at the Orinda Com-
munity Park on Thurs-
day night from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. Call (925)
254.2445 for informa-
tion. Thursday, July 11 -
Lamorinda Idol; Thurs-
day, July 25 — Aug. Reed
Band; Thursday, Aug. 1 -
Tin Man; Thursday, Aug.
15 - Vintage Jukebox;
Thursday, Aug. 29 — Spill
the Wine; Thursday,
Sept. 12 - Patron

Outdoor Concert--Bring
a picnic, chair, and/or
blanket to enjoy an
evening of music in the
oak grove behind
Lafayette Christian
Church, 584 Glenside
Drive on July 13,6 to 8
p.m. Front Porch Music
will be presenting local
musicians playing folk,
country, and bluegrass
music.

Lamorinda Idol perfor-
mance on Wednesday,
July 31. from 6 to 8 p.m.
live at the Moraga Com-
mons for a special event,
sponsored by Moraga Art
in Public Spaces and
Lamorinda Arts Council.
Bring a picnic and enjoy
an evening of Idol’s solo
and group performers.
Wonderful for the whole
family. Free to the public.

Not to be missed

www.lamorindaweekly.com

g

Art Embraces Poetry:
July 20, Poetry Readings
and 3 Minute Open Mic
at Town Hall Theatre on
July 20. Listen to poets
Gail Rudd Entrekin, Jim
Guninshan, and Linda
Riedel, plus artist Emily
Bennett from Acalanes
High School, who will
display her artwork
from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. A
3 Minute Open Mic runs
from 2:30 t03:30 p.m. on
a first-come, first served
basis. Reception follows
in lobby with a No Host
Bar at Town Hall The-
atre, 3535 School Street,
Lafayette 94549. Free.
Questions? Call (925)
359-9940 or visit
https://LamorindaArts.
org/art-embraces-words.

Join Tom Steyer at
Orinda Books to cele-
brate the release of his
new hook, "Cheaper,
Faster, Better", on
Wednesday, July 24, at 6
p-m. Tom Steyer de-
scribes how we can win
the war on climate. He
shows how capitalism
can be used to scale cli-
mate progress, debunks
arguments made by cli-
mate deniers, and pro-
vides an inspirational
call to make stabilizing

our planet part of our
life’s work. Information
at
www.orindabooks.com.

Other

Mocktails & Cocktails
Sunday July 28,4 to 6
p.m. at Tutu’s Lafayette,
53 Lafayette Circle,
Lafayette. Join friends of
the Lamorinda Arts
Council for some words
with creative makers.
Look for their knockoff
Picassoesque poster of
surrealist Dora Maar -
that’s us! No host bar.
Just show up. Questions?
Call (925) 359.9940.

Not to be missed

Wednesday, July 3, 2024

Bringing Back the Na-
tives Garden Tour pre-
sents an online talk in
the “You Can Do It!” se-
ries: You Can Do It: 10
Steps to Creating a Bird-
Friendly Garden (On-
line). Presenter: Brian
Dirking. Tuesday, July
23, 6:30 to 8 p.m. Regis-
ter at:
https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqRZ-
CSo09RgvIWXAjYKY37vj
B80YcDBkPx9QJzaD-
BI8wa_w/viewform. This
interactive online work-
shop will explore gar-
dening from a bird’s per-
spective and then delve
into the ten elements
that can transform your
garden into a bird par-
adise.

Please submit events to:
calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

Lamorinda’s Re[igious Services

Join us in person or on
Facebook & YouTube
livestream services every

Sunday at 9:30 AM

We are an LGBTQ+ affirming, RIC church!

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette

Sundays at 10 a.m.
Serving Lamorinda since 1960

www.stanselms.us

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church

1035 CAROL LANE, LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
WWW.0SLC. NET FOLLOW ON FACEBOOR & INSTAEGRAM
925.283.3722 SPIRIT@OSLE.NET

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am

Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church .
A welcoming and loving

community of faith
that learns, grows, and serves

TOGETHER |

49 Knox Drive » Lafayette, CA

LOPC.ORG

Sundays 10:00 a.m.

In person & Livestream

N mvpc

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church

Belong | Transform | Engage

Join us in person or online at 9:30 am!

mvpctoday.org
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga CA 94556

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org
Sunday 10am in person worship

We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.
Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms every-
one on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity,

age, economic status, physical and mental ability,

sexual orientation or gender identity.

/1\ St Stephen’s

Lplscopdl Church

Worshiping, Learning, Serving
www.ststephensorinda.org

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/
WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 8:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

[ JEnn

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel

Young singers dazzle at
Lamorinda Idol
performance in Lafayette

... continued from Page 2

The parents of a particu-
lar singer could always be
located because they
would either be beaming
with uncontrollable de-
light or have their phone
out, filming their child
with steady hands and se-
rious expressions. How-
ever, it was more than
just families who came.
Many people throughout
the community came to
support singers they
knew. Kim Bertolini came
to support her neighbor
Susie Lien, who sang
“The Square Root of Pos-
sible.” “She has her per-
formance third,” said
Bertolini, pointing out a
high-spirited Lien from
where she sat on a bench
in a blue dress and
bronze sunglasses. “We
have a Whatsapp group
called ‘Let’s Support
Susie.”

The performance
also included surprise ap-
pearances from Nejla
Ackdoe-Pagey and Lley-
ton Allen, multiple time
winners of past Lamor-
inda Idols. Ackdoe-Pagey
sang “Remedy” by Adele,
soulfully gazing out over
the crowd. She was fol-
lowed by Allen, who sang
“You’ll Be Back” from

Hamilton, complete with
British accent. After their
performances, they en-
couraged interested stu-
dents to participate in
Lamorinda Idol. “If you
think something is cool,
and you feel cool doing it
too and you want to try it,
just go for it,” said
Ackdoe-Pagey. Lleyton
Allen added, “Just do it —
really get up there and do
it right. Why do half of it?
If you really do like it, if
it's a passion of yours and
you really want to do it,
just do it!”

The evening was
closed out by Lila Weis
and Mia Cortesio singing
“My Love, My Life” as the
sun finally dipped under
the horizon. As the last
wave of applause ended,
Harwood stepped on
stage and reminded the
audience of the judged fi-
nal performance on Aug.
18. “So long, and see you
next time,” he said and
the crowd, cheerful and
cool in the summer
evening, folded up their
picnic blankets, hugged
and congratulated
singers, and walked back
to their cars.

More information on
Lamorinda Idol can be
found at https://lamo
rindaarts.org/idol-2/.

Lamorinda Weekly
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Structural Repairs

East Bay Tree Service Ken's Rototilling Plumbing, electrical, carpentry, Since 1989
Tree removal, stump removal, 4-wheel-drive garage cleanup. Local, reliable, Alameda Engineering
Juniper removal to meet Tractor prompt, references. DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
fire regulations. ws_A Hillside Weed Cutting Free estimates! Small jobs OK! RETAINING WALLS
925-377-TREE o & Brush Removal You can call me All (925) 914 7772 FOUNDATIONS
Serving Lamarinda for over 30 years, To Fire Dept. Regulations WE HOP TO T UNDERPINNING
i I & =
enscasonaess et oo | [T 5237 LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
www.kensrototilling.com LeapFrogPlumbing.com 510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

Lamorinda Painting Interior
exterior cabinets painting Fully
licensed insured bonded Call for
free estimate  925-890-0361
www.lamorindapainting.com

$21 per 1/2" classified ad height.

Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com
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Lafayette native launches professional baseball team
The Oakland Ballers- a Bay Area team to rally around

By ]on Kingdon

= Photo provided

Bryan Carmel with the legendary Hal The Hot Dog Guy

There’s a quote by Amer-
ican author Wendelin
Van Draanen that says,
“You never forget your
first love.” For Lafayette
native Bryan Carmel and
his classmate at College
Prep High School,
Chicago native and long-
time Oakland resident,
Paul Freedman, that love
was baseball. “Our
friendship was formed
being A’s fans and base-
ball was a bonding expe-
rience for us,” Freedman
said.

Like most kids,
Carmel was a collector of
baseball cards and mem-
orabilia, and he had a
more direct connection
with the Oakland A’s.
“My mom ran preschools
in Alamo and Danville
where a number of the
A’s players sent their
kids,” Carmel said. “I
would work there over
the summer as a
teacher’s helper, and [
would get autographs
from the players when
they would come in with
their kids.”

Carmel would grad-
uate from Columbia Uni-
versity with a major in
religion and writing, and
stayed in New York for
fifteen years, starting a
career in television,
comedy, and documen-
taries and met his wife
Anamay who was in law
school. “I was working in
TV in New York and had
an opportunity to move
to LA for a job as a devel-
opment exec and have
been working in LA ever
since as a writer, pro-
ducer, and creative exec-
utive,” Carmel said. “I've
been raising my kids in
LA, but my heart has al-
ways been in the Bay
Area where 1 grew up.”

Despite having lived
in baseball hotbeds,
Carmel stayed true to his
Bay Area sports roots
and was taken aback
when he learned of the
A’s potential departure
from Oakland: “In June
2023, I was working on a
movie project and the
entire industry shut
down with the strikes,
and it was then that I got
the news that the Oak-
land A’s were really go-
ing to leave town. I was
very frustrated at how
the media has been por-
traying Oakland and San
Francisco as big coastal
cities that are completely
broken and that's just
not the Oakland that I
know and love.”

Freedman has been
a very successful entre-
preneur in education
technology and has
started a number of very
successful companies

and had just exited from
his last company. “Paul
and I had always wanted
to do something together
and in June, out of the
blue, he called me and
said we should start a
baseball team and I said
'Yes, absolutely' and we
became completely ob-
sessed with this project.”

And from this simple
phone call, the Oakland
Ballers were on their
way to becoming an es-
tablished team.

Carmel and Freedman
came away very im-
pressed at the efforts by
the East Bay fans in their
efforts to try and keep
the team in Oakland.
“We saw the energy
around the 'sell move-
ment,” and it was incred-
ibly inspiring to see that
type of fan activation,”
Carmel said.

Having seen the
Raiders leave the city
twice and the Warriors
leave for San Francisco,
the A’s departure was a
final blow for Carmel
and Freedman. “We felt
that a new pro baseball
team that helps the East
Bay would start a new
chapter for baseball that
would give the people of
Oakland something to
rally around,” Carmel
said. “Sports teams are
the institutions that
bring us together at a
time when we're more
divided than ever along
political, social, and eco-
nomic lines. It just felt
untenable that a city as
great as Oakland with a
wonderful fan base
would not have a base-
ball team.”

Despite limited
knowledge on how to
create a baseball team,
Freedman and Carmel
brought the tools and
skills developed from
their respective careers.
“At the start, people did
not take us seriously
though our wives were
incredibly supportive
through this adventure,”
Carmel said. “It was an
interesting marriage be-
tween Paul and myself.
We’re both not afraid to
look at a blank page and
that's what it takes. We
saw it as a business
that’s grounded in kind
of a movement because
we were trying to create
a paradigm shift in the
way that communities
and sports teams work
together and coexist.”

Again, unlike most
teams, the plan was for
the Oakland Ballers to be
more than just a bunch
of players with the city’s
name on their jerseys.
“We established the
principles of what our

team would be about:
bringing diverse com-
munities together, and
knowing that the real
value of a team can’t be
measured in a balance
sheet—it’s the fan base.
The fans are what cre-
ates the value of the
team and we wanted a
team where we were
centering the fans in
every aspect of the
organization.”

Freedman and
Carmel did not want to
be affiliated with any
major league team, so
the choice was to join
one of the four indepen-
dent minor league teams
- The Atlantic League,
The Frontier League, The
American Association, or
the Pioneer League. “We
got an agent to represent
us and received offers
from the leagues, but the
Pioneer league was our
first choice because it’s
an innovative league,”
Carmel said. “For exam-
ple, instead of extra in-
nings, we’ll have a home-
run derby where each
team has a batter that
has two minutes to hit
the most homeruns.”

They now had to
find a facility to play the
games. Laney College
has very fine facilities
but did not have a suffi-
cient amount of seating.
At the press conference
announcement about the
creation of the Oakland
Ballers, Freddie Morris
from the city of Oakland
raised the possibility of
the team playing at Rai-
mondi Park in West Oak-
land, “It was a real op-
portunity to show what
can happen when pri-
vate citizens, community
members, and the city
and neighbors actually
work together and to
prove everybody wrong
that said that you can't
get anything done in
Oakland,” Carmel said.

Raimondi Park was
named in honor of Ernie
Raimondi, a minor league
baseball player who grew
up in Oakland and was
killed in World War II.
“We had an Ernie Rai-
mondi night, and we got
his grandson to be our
ceremonial first batter,
along with 70 members
of the Raimondi family
being at the game,”
Carmel said. “The com-
munity has been very
welcoming and it’s been a
very rewarding and posi-
tive experience with the
team, the stadium, and
the community.

It was important
that the stadium stayed
with the team’s core
principles from a design
perspective. “We en-
gaged with the commu-
nity, and we learned
what not do from the
other local baseball
team,” Carmel said. “We
built relationships with
the community groups
and went door-to-door
with Carroll Fife, who
represents West Oak-
land, connecting us with
our neighbors, making
sure to address any con-
cerns that they might
have with the ballpark.
Our whole vision is to
have each game feel like
a block party around a
baseball game, people
just having fun running
into neighbors and
friends. A big part of our
mission is to support lo-
cal sports and youth
sports. When the Ballers
aren’t using the facility,
the plan is for the field to
be available for the com-
munity to sign up to
use.”

There were others
that shared the same vi-
sion and helped to pro-
vide $1.6 million to up-
grade the park’s facili-
ties. “We have 53 in-
vestors and even mem-
bers of the Haas family
who were great stewards
of baseball in Oakland,”
Carmel said. “Walter
Haas’s legacy is all about
the community and
they're all baseball peo-
ple that want baseball to
continue in Oakland.

As for putting the
team together, luck
smiled down upon them.
“We were able to con-
nect with Don Waka-
matsu who's an icon in
baseball as a player,
coach, and manager,
along with being a great
guy that grew up in Hay-
ward,” Carmel said.
“Don found the idea of
giving baseball a new
life in Oakland really ap-
pealing to him and he
jumped on this journey
with us as our head of
baseball operations,
bringing his rolodex
from a 40-year career in
baseball and told him
that his job was to build
the team and hire the
coaches. Paul and I then
hired Tyler Peterson as
our Assistant General
Manager and the rest of
the staff. Tyler had pre-
viously worked with the
Rocky Mountain Vibes of
the Pioneer league as
their head of player
scouting and exposure
and also worked with
the PAC 12 network and
he brought all his print-
outs and an encyclope-
dic knowledge of the
best college players.”

The Ballers play six
games a week, only tak-
ing Mondays off. “It's a
brutal schedule, but
they're young guys and
they're used to it,” Carmel
said. “They've got great
attitudes, and they're just
happy to have a shot. And
you know, they do have a
shot. We’ve lost four play-
ers to major league teams
already. That’s a compli-
ment to our personnel de-
partment but it is annoy-
ing losing some of our
best players.”

... continued on Page 12

One-on-o ne

Jinge.1061

Submit your reque:

Sherman swim scHooL

925-283-2100

FULL GEAR YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

AT CAMPOLINDO HIGH SCHOOL
GRADES 5 — 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE

DATES: July 8-12 & July 15-19 TIMES: 1:30 — 5:00 P.M.
FEES: $500 (T-shirt included)

FOR REGISTRATION GO TO: cougarcamps.com

TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE

Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <+ Certified Arborist ** License #655977
(925) 254-7233 « www.treesculpture.com

Bay Area
<\ D Greenscapes, Inc.

Syn‘rhehc Grass - Installation - Landscaping

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556
Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
New Landscape Installation
Re-Landscape & Remodel
Residential & Commercial
Green Landscape Options
Maintenance & Clean Ups
Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445
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Opening Celebration of the Tom Preston Fitness Memorial

By Elaine Borden Chandler

Sy S

R
e Borden Chandler

"~ Photo

Andy Boggeri, Bobbie Preston, Mackenzie Brady, Renata Sos, Mayor Teresa
Onoda, and Vice Mayor Steve Woehleke officially open the Tom Preston
Memorial Fitness Zone on Sunday, June 23.

At noon on June 23, the
opening celebration of
the Tom Preston Memor-
ial Fitness Zone at Ran-
cho Laguna Park was
slowly growing. Families
stood in the summer sun
examining and testing
the eight pieces of exer-
cise equipment which
comprise the fitness
zone. Most of the people
went over to the adja-
cent picnic tables shaded
by a ring of redwoods.
Watching over the scene

from a redwood was a
framed photograph of a
man. He smiled bril-
liantly out to the crowd,
wearing a black cowboy
outfit complete with hat
and watch chain. Some-
body had taped a little
caption next to his left-
hand proclaiming, “Mo-
tion is the lotion.”

The photograph was
of Tom Preston, a Mor-
aga resident who passed
away in May last year,
and in whose memory

his wife Bobbie Preston
has created the fitness
zone. Dressed in a
breezy white dress and
cat eye sunglasses, she
walked around the party

warmly greeting visitors.

She was inspired to
make this fitness zone in
Tom’s memory because
of his passion for exer-
cise — he worked out
every day in Rancho La-
guna Park.

“Tom was the kind-
est man I've ever met.

He had an infectious
smile that made every-
body feel welcome and
heard,” said Bobbie Pre-
ston. “It was a lot of fun.”
To create a fitness
memorial would be un-
expected for most peo-
ple. However, both Bob-
bie and Tom are
renowned for their in-
credible generosity, from
assisting Afghan
refugees to helping cre-
ate the Rancho Laguna
Monarch Garden. “With
Bobbie, there’s no sur-
prises because she has
already done so many
surprises,” said Teresa
Onoda, Moraga’s mayor.
“And Tom — I would al-
ways refer to Tom as
Bobbie's Tom because
she would make it hap-
pen and but he would do
the heavy lifting.”

By 12:30 the party was in
full swing. Andy Boggeri,
who built the Fitness
Zone, acted as grill mas-
ter for the day, cooking
burgers and sausages.
People loaded their
plates and chatted with
each other, pointing at
and taking pictures of
the adjacent fitness
zone. “Folsom Prison
Blues” floated through
the air as more and
more visitors filled up
the tables.

The Moraga-Orinda
Fire Department gave a
presentation to the
crowd on how to use an

automatic external de-
fibrillator (AED), which
is a device that can be
used to deliver a shock to
a heart to restore regular
rhythm. The installation
of the fitness zone in-
cluded a new AED at the
entrance of Rancho La-
guna Park.

As they finished eat-
ing the food, a common
topic of conversation
that could be heard were
memories of Tom and
Bobbie.” should he "As
they finished eating the
food, a common topic of
conversation that could
be heard was memories
of Tom and Bobbie. Julie
Stagg, who co-founded
“Moraga for Monarchs”
with Preston, spoke of
how monarch butterflies
are seen as returning
souls in certain Mexican
cultures. “When Tom
first passed, it was really
hard on Bobbie and all
of us. And we hadn't had
a monarch at the
Monarch Garden in a
while. Jessica [Fleming],
Bobbie, and I were down
at the garden and we
were saying, ‘Come on,
Tom!” And all of a sud-
den, this monarch was
there like, Here I am!”

At 1:30 p.m., every-
one moved over to the
entrance to the Fitness
Zone and stood in a
semicircle as Bobbie Pre-
ston gave a speech. “Tom
died doing what he loved

to do. He was at a three-
week fitness camp in
Utah. When he was ad-
mitted to the ER, he was
listed as John Doe, 60. He
was 81 — and he would
have loved that,” she
said to chuckles from the
crowd. She then thanked
everyone who had
helped with both the
party and the creation of
the fitness zone. Mayor
Teresa Onoda, with help
from Vice Mayor Steve
Woehleke and last year’s
mayor Renata Sos,
wielded a pair of huge
scissors to cut the red
ribbon and officially ac-
cept the park on behalf
of Moraga. Next, Boggeri
spoke on how incredible
Bobbie Preston was and
reminded the crowd to
donate to the fitness
zone. Preston took the
microphone one last
time and urged the
crowd to become famil-
iar with how to use an
AED. “I felt really
strongly that an AED be
included in this project,”
she said into the echoing
microphone. “If there
had been an AED at the
pool where Tom passed
out in the water, he
would be alive today.”
She then thanked the
crowd, who applauded
and dispersed into the
park.

The new Oakland Ballers

... continued from Page 11

The team is recompensed
for the players and the
team is giving a portion
of that money to a com-
munity group.

The attendance has

been good, but the
Ballers are still trying to
unlock more audiences,
including from Contra
Costa. “My friend Josh

Lateiner brought his fam-

ily and he said how it
only took 20 minutes to

get to the game and he
was able to park right
across the street. We're
trying to get the message

out that going to a Ballers

game is accessible, af-
fordable, safe, and a fun
thing to do as a family.”

So, what has Carmel
learned so far? “We live
in a time where our so-
cial institutions are really
dissolving in a way that
scares me for the future
of children, and it can be
disillusioning. However,

this adventure has re-
newed my faith in the
fact that people want to
connect with each other;
they want to be part of
something that's bigger
than themselves and they
want to participate in

things that don't have to
do with their self-interest.
At a time when self-
interest seems like it's the
religion of the United
States, it’s nice to see that
people still want to be
part of something bigger.’

DUDUM REAL ESTATE

WWW.DUDUM.COM

EROLIP

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597
BRICKMAN &
WOOLSEY

o

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119/ 01914797

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882
DRE% 013859346

JILL BALAZS

925.804.0200
DRE# 02038791

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985
LORI LEGLER
" R

>

925286.1244
DRE# 00805732

MATT MCLECD

925.464.6500
DRE# D1310057

JUST LISTED

OFFERED AT $2,395,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

NEW PRICE

1000 DEWING AVENUE, #404, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $769,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

3626 BROOK STREET, LAFAYETTE

SOLD FOR %3,895,000

BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

SOLD -

SOLD FOR $2,600,000

L.LEGLER&C. HATA | 925.286.1244

4159901672
DRE# 01994561

2 NORMANDY LANE, ORINDA

RACHEL DREYER

1857 RELIEZ VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE

OFFERED AT $1,799,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

PENDING

1891 SAINT ANDREWS DRIVE, MORAGA

OFFERED AT $2,395,000

it

216 OAK KNOLL LOOP, WALNUT CREEK

MATT MCLEOD | 925.465.6500

SOLD FOR $2,100,000

SOLD -

L. LEGLER&C. HATA | 925.286.1244

REPRESENTED BUYER

>

216 CREST AVENUE, ALAMO

SOLD FOR $2,225,000

COLOMBANA
GROUP

925.878.8047

DRE# 01973180

TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DREX 01313819

SHELLEY RUHMAN

510.506.1351
DRE#OTIBOZ60

17 HAMMOND PLACE, MORAGA

SOLD -

T16 FAIRFIELD PLACE, MORAGA

JUST LISTED

OFFERED FOR $1,575,000

MATT MCLEOD | 925.465.6500

PENDING

/ T - o~
1013 VIA ROBLE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,749,000

JULIE DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

535 WIMBLEDON ROAD, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $1,780,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

REPRESENTED BUYER

—

SOLD FOR $1,725,000

COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

SHERRY HUTCHENS
-~

925212.7617
DRE# 01320608

TINA FRECHMAN

925915.0851
DRE# 01970768

BEN MARSHALL

415.321.9206
DRE# 01916157

CAROLYN WAY

! e
925.890.4115
DRE# 00947460

JANE & DAVE SMITH

9259981914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884
DRE# C2047712

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671
DRE#02060294

WENDY MEANS

415,690.6037
DRE# 01913149
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Freedom flowers
By Cynthia Brian

Photos Cynthia Brian

1

L3
Midnight blue agapanthus shine in the July landscape. Impatiens in red and white are excellent freedom flowers.
“Just living isn’t enough,” said the butterfly. “One must also have sunshine, tainers. Add string lights that flicker red, white, and blue, place tiny
freedom, and a little flower.” Hans Christian Andersen American flags throughout the garden, or raise a large banner on a flag-
When we think of July, Independence Day looms large. Parades, bar- pole as a focal point. Add a red birdhouse and incorporate windchimes or
becues, family gatherings, music, pool parties, fireworks, and flying the statuary in unexpected places in the land-
red, white, and blue are all part of the entertainment. scape that complement the theme. Don’t
We have plenty of sunshine and since just living isn’t enough, what do  forget festive tablecloths, patio pillows, and
freedom and flowers have in common? blanket throws as decorative and utilitarian
Both are linked to beauty and an enhanced lifestyle. Flowers connect  elements! Add nutrition with bowls of fruit,
us to nature and thrill us with their glorious colors, textures, forms, and and platters of vegetables with dips and
scents. The beauty of freedom is that we live life with ease. We make chips for a cheerful culinary celebration.
choices, feel liberated, and can express ourselves without fear. Both flow- Here are a few ideas for the flowers,
ers and freedom are fleeting and fragile. They are not free. If we don’t fruits, and vegetables to utilize in your gar-
care for and protect these precious gifts, they will wilt and die. den, plant in pots on your patio or porch,
To celebrate our national pride, have fun with what I call “freedom” and decorate for this July holiday.
flowers, fruits, vegetables, and accessories that reflect our loyalty to “Old ... continued on Page OH8

Glory”. Plant an American flag garden with a pattern using red and white
flowers for the stripes, with blue flowers punctuated by small white flow-
ers to mimic the stars. Create a patriotic theme in a mixed border with
large blocks of the three colors, or decorate with curated urns and con-

Alpine strawberries are a
delicious addition to salads.
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

GLENN BEAUBELLE & KELLIE BEAUBELLE City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
925.254.1212 LAFAYETTE 23 $1,250,000 $5,500,000

TheBeaubelleGroup.com MORAGA 7 $455,000 $2,200,000

CABRENDIGTIAZE. SLIESRY ORINDA 12 $1,462,500 $3,600,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3557 Boyer Circle, $2,950,000, 4 Bdrms, 2488 SqFt, 1932 YrBlt, 05-28-24,
Previous Sale: $1,365,000, 11-23-21

1058 Buchan Drive, $1,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 1924 SqFt, 1953 YrBIt, 05-22-24

2 Evergreen Court, $1,805,000, 3 Bdrms, 2055 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 05-29-24,
Previous Sale: $150,000, 08-01-86

3151 Gloria Terrace, $2,006,000, 4 Bdrms, 1991 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 05-20-24

ORINDA | MT. DIABLO VIEWS | 42 TAPPAN LANE 4022 Happy Valley Road, $3,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 2619 SqFt, 1947 YrBIt, 05-22-24,
SLEEPY HOLLOW NEIGHBORHOOD | $6,895,000 | 5 BD | 6.5 BA Previous Sale: $609,000, 06-01-88
OFFICE | 8,096 SF | 2.26 AC 4034 Happy Valley Road, $5,500,000, 5 Bdrms, 3904 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 05-29-24,

Previous Sale: $3,225,000, 06-29-18
3890 Happy Valley Road, $3,910,000, 3 Bdrms, 3608 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 05-24-24
15 Hartwood Court, $3,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 2442 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 05-29-24
681 Jennie Court, $1,500,000, 5 Bdrms, 1600 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 05-31-24
- s 704 Las Trampas Road, $3,150,000, 4 Bdrms, 2992 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 05-24-24,
s R Previous Sale: $3,250,000, 10-20-21
= 3439 Little Lane, $2,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 1321 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 05-24-24,
Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 07-23-18
594 Michael Lane, $1,930,000, 3 Bdrms, 1842 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 05-29-24,
Previous Sale: $955,000, 10-13-05
8 Mountain View Lane, $2,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 3728 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 05-28-24
2551 Olympic Boulevard, $1,730,000, 3 Bdrms, 1593 SqFt,
1948 YrBlt, 05-31-24, Previous Sale: $1,100,000, 07-02-19
3950 Rancho Road, $2,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2325 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 05-30-24
381 Read Drive, $2,820,000, 6 Bdrms, 4498 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 05-23-24
29 Sanford Lane, $4,400,000, 5 Bdrms, 5150 SqFt, 2007 YrBlt, 05-30-24,
Previous Sale: $3,800,000, 02-22-21
759 Solana Drive, $2,160,000, 4 Bdrms, 2858 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 05-21-24
3552 South Silver Springs Road, $2,475,000, 4 Bdrms, 1891 SqFt,
1956 YrBIt, 05-29-24
41 Sunrise Lane, $1,590,000, 5 Bdrms, 2424 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 05-23-24,
Previous Sale: $1,325,000, 04-14-21
3194 Surmont Drive, $1,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 2168 SqFt, 1964 YrBIt, 05-24-24
1035 North Thompson Road #A, $2,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 2966 SqFt,
1998 YrBlt, 05-31-24
3664 West Road, $1,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 1290 SqFt, 1955 YrBIt, 05-23-24,
Previous Sale: $750,000, 10-11-06

ORINDA | PUTTER’S PARADISE | 10 ORINDA VIEW ROAD
$5,585,000 | 4 BD | 5.5 BA | OFFICE | 5,691 SF | 1.17 AC

o S

LAFAYETTE |2 ESTATE LOTS | POPULAR HAPPY VALLEY GLEN
1240 MONTICELLO RD | 15.52 AC | $2,985,000
0 MONTICELLO RD | 7.64 AC $2,398,000

... continued on Page OHS8

COMPASS
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Opportunities abound in this current market!

4082 Happy Valley Rd, Lafayette-$3,350,000

Melanie
Snow

«w,  Lamorinda’s
#1 Coldwell
»s=" Banker Agent

melanie@melaniesnow.com
925.360.0344 | melaniesnow.com | CAL BRE #00878893




LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Page: OH4

OUR HOMES

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

Wednesday, July 3, 2024

Organizing tips: top 12 things you can easily get rid of right now

By Jennifer Raftis, CPO ®

Photo Shutterstock

I often receive calls from clients who are
overwhelmed by the amount of items they
have in their homes and garages and don’t
know how to start editing their belongings. I
compiled this list based on items I often find
in my clients’ homes that take up space but
may not be needed anymore. This list of
items that you can get rid of right now is a
recommended start to your decluttering
journey.

1. Bags, Backpacks and Totes (plastic, paper,
cloth, canvas). I feel your pain on these
items; they are useful, and, therefore, hard to
get rid of. I recommend culling them to an
amount that you are comfortable with and
have room for, and sticking with that num-
ber. It takes real discipline to recycle bags as
they come in!

2. Old Electronics - Our old phones, laptops,
Ipads, chargers, cables are usually in a box in
the garage because most people don’t know
how to dispose of them and/or erase the in-
formation. All three Lamorinda communities
have Republic Services for their trash/recy-
cling. You can get information about how to
safely recycle and dispose of electronics at
www.republicservices.com/residents/
recycling-and-solid-waste/e-waste.

3. Anything Broken - I find many items —
usually in the garage — such as furniture and
appliances, as well as clothing that all need
some type of repair. These items are usually
delayed decisions; I recommend assigning an
end date for this task, and any items that
aren't dealt with by the deadline are let go.

4. Tupperware and Food Storage Containers -
The lids are not coming back and the stains
from the spaghetti sauce are not going to
come out. Take out every single piece of tup-
perware you own, match all the lids, and do
a quality exam. Recycle these items now and
replace them with a more environmentally
friendly version such as glass containers.

5. Worn-out Towels and Linens - If you have
tattered towels and linens, it might be time to
donate them to the local animal shelter and
purchase some new ones, be good to
yourself!

6. Socks - Yes, it’s time to weed through the
sock drawer. It really can be done in half an
hour! (The missing socks are hiding some-
where with the missing Tupperware lids).

7. Expired Food - I recommend pulling
everything out from your pantry all at once.
As you are disposing of the expired food,
keep a note of all items you want to replace.

8. Expired Medication - Again, pull every-
thing out all at once and keep a note of items
that need to be replaced such as Tylenol or
Advil. If you have expired prescription med-
ication, I suggest removing or covering up
the label that contains your personal infor-
mation. The bottle can typically be recycled
and any pills that are left can be putin a
plastic bag and disposed of at a designated
drop-off location for free at one of these
locations.

- Town of Moraga, Police Department, 329
Rheem Boulevard, Moraga

- City of Orinda, Police Department, 22
Orinda Way, Orinda

- City of Lafayette, Police Department, 3471
Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

9. Old Magazines/Newspapers - I recommend
tearing out the recipe or information you
wanted to save from the magazine or paper,
or possibly taking a photo of it and storing it
in an album on your phone for future refer-
ence. Keep in mind that the information be-
comes outdated very quickly. Recycle, recy-
cle and recycle those magazines and
newspapers!

10. Paint/Toxic Products - Don’t let these

products pile up in your home and in your
garage, they multiply very quickly. Put a date
on your calendar to take them to the toxic
waste center. It can be helpful to record the
paint color and the room it was painted in
before you dispose of the paint can.

11. Excess Cooking Utensils - Pull out all the

utensils, put all duplicates together, and see

what you can donate or mayhe even replace
for newer, more efficient items. Most homes
I've worked in have at least eight spatulas.

12. Clothing - If you don’t have a donation
container in your closet, you should; it will
make it easier to let the items go that you are
not wearing. If you have designer clothing
that you no longer want, you can try to con-
sign the items. Here are a couple of local
clothing consignment options.

- Designs 2 Consign, Moraga
- ReCHIC, Orinda

Every item you release makes room for
more space in your home or something that
can better fit your current life right now.
This will help give your mind and your home
a perfect spring reset.

Professional Organizer, Jen-
nifer Raftis, CPO® founded
Efficiency Matters, LLC to help
you with all of your organiz-
ing needs for your home and
business. She is a Certified
Professional Organizer and an
active board member with
NAPO, National Association of
Productivity and Organizing
Professionals.

She is also an independent
representative for The Con-
tainer Store and has expertise
in designing closets, garages,
pantries, playrooms and more.
In addition, she is a Corporate
Organizing and Productivity Consultant and has worked
with Fortune 500 companies across the U.S. Another large
part of her business is move management especially
working with seniors who are downsizing. She and her
husband have lived in Moraga for 30 years, raising 3 kids
and working countless volunteer hours with many local
non-profit organizations and schools. Jennifer@efficiency-
mattersllc.com, 925-698-3756
www.efficiencymattersllic.com
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8 BED | 6 BATH + 2 HALF | 10,805 SQ.FT $4,995,000
KELLY CRAWFORD 925.998.5599

CLAYTON

$1,279,000
925.998.5599

5BED | 3BATH | 2,4435Q.FT
KELLY CRAWFORD

WALNUT CREEK

$449,000
9235.998.5529

1305 BOULEVARD WAY, NO. 205

1BED | 1 BATH | 6835Q.FT
KELLY CRAWFORD

KELLY

CRAWFORD
TEAM

v VANGUARD

‘\ PROPERTIES
“We KNOW where the good ones are.
We GO where the good ones arel”

KELLY CRAWFORD
VANGUARD TOP PRODUCER 2023

“‘
LAFAYETTE

$2,095,000
JEANNETTE BETTENCOURT 925.787.3464

4 BED | 3BATH | 3,060S8Q.FT
KELLY CRAWFORD 925.998.5599

373 4TH STREET, UNIT 2B

1BED | 1BATH | 1,400S5Q.FT
KELLY CRAWFORD 925.998.5599

OAKLAND

$819,000
BEV ARNOLD 925.788.8516

RECENTLY SOLD LISTING BY THE KELLY CRAWFORD TEAM

3552 S SILVER SPRINGS ROAD
4BED | 3BATH | 1,8915Q.FT.

LAFAYETTE
Listed for $1,995,000 | Sold for $2,405,000

3944 WOODSIDE COURT
4BED | 3BATH | 2,734 SQ. FT.

LAFAYETTE
Listed for $1,795,000 | Sold for $2,475,000

12 CORTE ANNETTE
5BED | 3BATH | 2,341 5Q. FT.

827 KANE CIRCLE
4BED | 2.5BATH | 2,058 5Q. FT

MORAGA
Pending with 4 offers!

WALNUT CREEK
Pending with 2 offers!

OMAR KHAN BEV ARNOLD KELLY CRAWFORD
925.705.1609 925.788.8516 925.998.5599
DRE# 02139271 DRE# 01154860 DRE# 01327015

VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM |

The information contained herein has been

confirm the accuracy of same, Buyers are adh

ed from Vanguard Properties
o investigate all information impo

KELLYCRAWFORDHOMES.COM

971 Dewing Avenue, Lafayette, CA 94549 |

lients, third parties and/or public r

tant to Buyers and to verify the accur

Béﬁ?ﬁf&% ASAD DURRANI MICHELE MCKAY
310.735.7116 925.482.4116
935};2171?:153‘: DRE# 02174180 DRE# #01902466
| 925.998.5599
e VANGUARD
BRERRISEe0S PROPERTIES
roperties has not verified the foregoing information and will not

e representations contained herein
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MEET THE TEAM AT
VANGUARD

PROPERTIES 7_
| AEAYETTE MaryAErdEng  MichelleHelsebers,  JuliaNazarstay

25872.7975 925.324.0405 925.639.1575
DRE # 01419839 DRE # 01373412 DRE # 01441144

SALES MANAGER

Kelly Crawford Bev Arnold Asad Durrani
925.998.5599 925.788.8516 310.735.7116
DRE # 01327015 DRE # 01154860 DRE #02174180

Ellen Anderson Jeannette Bettencourt Omar Khan Michelle McKay
925.998.5969 925.787.3464 925.705.1609 925.482.4116
DRE # 00892512 DRE # 01154506 DRE # 02139271 DRE # 01902466

N us AT 97T DEWING AVENUE

< VANGU D
‘ PROPER{?JRES VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM | 971 Dewing Avenue, Lafayette, CA 94549 925.465.0610 | DRE#



Karen Paulsen Meredith Peterson

925.698.3252 925.788.7034
DRE # 01351931 DRE # 01310587

251 CALLE LA MONTANA MORAGA

4 BED | 2.5 BATH | 2,400+ SQ.FT. IMPROVED PRICE $1,995,000
251CALLELAMONTANA.COM

Tamara Sorensen Pablo Tisareno
925.900.3395 925.588.5698
DRE # 01270802 DRE #01921705

22 WILLIAMS DRIVE MORAGA

E 5BED | 3BATH | 3,0305SQ.FT. OFFERED AT $2,545,000
Cat Watters Leslie Whitney = SVILEIANES L O
925.548.2232 510.388.5/94
DRE # 02058702 DRE # 01950037 MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
NOT PICTURED _ i 925.324.0405 | DRE#01373412
Marie Lloyd Diane Petek : A - Michelle@Holcenberg.com
925.255.6300 9258761195 r~
DRE # 0957122 DRE # 01703677 ® 7 HOLCENBERG.COM
i sl gt o kot k1Ll i o5 sl Sl i s Mmoo bt e Sl A4
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Freedom flowers

... continued from Page OH 1

Lamorinda home sales recorded

... continued from Page OH2

Here are a few ideas for the flowers, fruits, and vegetables to utilize
MORAGA

in your garden, plant in pots on your patio or porch, and decorate for

this July holiday. ....continued on page OH 10 146 Ascot Court #1, $580,000, 2 Bdrms, 945 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 05-28-24,
Previous Sale: $470,000, 07-09-18
Choices for RED Radishes include: 2059 Ascot Drive #112, $455,000, 1 Bdrms, 713 SqFt, 1971 YrBIt, 05-24-24,
include: Red potatoes FLOWERS Previous Sale: $420,000, 06-02-21
FLOWERS Red onions Magnolias 152 Draeger Drive, $1,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 1551 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 05-23-24
Roses Rhubarb Petunias 1236 Larch Avenue, $1,725,000, 4 Bdrms, 2162 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 05-28-24
Salvia Choices for Blue Roses 18 Newberry Place, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 3282 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 05-21-24,
Hollyhocks include: Gardenias Previous Sale: $529,000, 06-01-90
Impatiens FLOWERS Lilies 1873 Saint Andrews Drive, $2,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2883 SqFt,
Petunias Hydrangeas Peonies . 1983 YrBlIt, 05-29-24, Previous Sale: $1,537,500, 01-10-18
Finatias Bachelor Buttons Impatiens 3Via BarFelona, $1,125,000, 3 Bdrms, 2417 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 05-31-24,
Snapdragons Tris FRUIT ORHIZ;)equs Sale: $955,000, 11-09-21
FRUH_' Porge?_me—nms ‘Nh%te Dracte . 6 Del Mar Court, $3,150,000, 4 Bdrms, 3368 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 05-30-24,
Cherries Lobelia White mulberries ;
. Previous Sale: $1,562,500, 10-07-03
Plums Delphiniums Thompson seedless 2 Hacienda Circle, $2,360,000, 3 Bdrms, 2206 SqFt, 1941 YrBIt, 05-29-24,
Watermelon Agapanthus grapes Previous Sale: $1,412,000, 08-28-15
Strawberries FRUIT VEGETABLES 4 Highland Court, $1,462,500, 2 Bdrms, 2350 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 05-31-24
Apples Elderberries Cauliflower 41 La Noria, $3,600,000, 5 Bdrms, 4117 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 05-20-24,
Raspberries Concord grapes Jicama Previous Sale: $2,062,500, 07-10-03
Red grapes Blueberries Turnips 214 Moraga Way, $2,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 3320 SqFt, 1904 YrBlt, 05-28-24,
VEGETABLES Damson plums Garlic Previous Sale: $1,625,000, 05-14-08
Tomatoes VEGETABLES White onions 12 Orchard Road, $1,887,000, 4 Bdrms, 2263 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 05-22-24,
Red bell peppers Blue corn Fennel bulb Previous Sale: $1,050,000, 07-19-06
Chili peppers Choices for White Parsnips 33 Rheem Boulevard, $2,340,000, 4 Bdrms, 2112 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 05-22-24

-

' Poto Cynthia Brian

Blue elderberries look elegant on display and are delicious in jams.

12 Richard Court, $2,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 2415 SqFt, 1940 YrBlt, 05-20-24,
Previous Sale: $1,450,000, 09-21-16

33 Southwood Drive, $2,195,000, 3 Bdrms, 2965 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 05-31-24,
Previous Sale: $1,380,000, 04-26-13

93 Tarry Lane, $2,660,000, 3 Bdrms, 2231 SqFt, 1953 YrBIt, 05-28-24,
Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 08-24-23

44 Valencia Road, $1,910,000, 4 Bdrms, 2476 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 05-30-24,
Previous Sale: $1,605,000, 03-16-18

3 Whitehall Drive, $1,585,000, 3 Bdrms, 1620 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 05-30-24,
Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 11-06-23
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188 Lombardy fane, Chinda - 33,495,000 An outdoor lover's dream!

Fabulous home in Sleepy Hollow with an ideal floor plan and private backyard. Perfect for indoor/outdoor living
and entertaining with L-shaped layout featuring living/dining combo and eat-in kitchen/great room, all with French

doors to the backyard. 5 4 . 76

Backyard oasis includes salt water pool/spa, outdoor bathroom, lawn, play area, chicken coop, and outdoor Hod Bath q
entertainment amenities. For gardeners; raised beds, rain collection system, and fruit trees.

Eat-in kitchen has center island, breakfast nook, high-end appliances, and backyard views. Main level includes 13 648 'l 'I 000/0
en-suite bedroom, two additional bedrooms, and hall bathroom. Upstairs primary suite features balcony, spa I
bathroom, and walk-in closet. Fifth bedroom ideal for nursery or office. Sq ft Wow Pool dmazing!

Highlights: designer finishes, built-in speakers, Tesla power walls, solar panels, and hardwired internet. Excellent
location near top schools, park, trails, and towns of Orinda and Lafayette.

Amy Rose Smith
Partner - Village Associates

925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com

www.amyrosesmith.com Ui i AMYROSESMITH
DRE: #01855959 \ :

ASSOCIATES
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Freedom flowers

Photos Cynthia Brian

S —

Blue urns are highlighted by white and red A mixed border garden with a
petunias. gurgling wall fountain.

Blue hydrangeas make a statement in the garden
or a bouquet.

... continued from Page OH 8

Although it is a little silly, I like to sparkle on our country’s birthday. The mar-
velous memories of the past fourth of July family and friend gatherings bring big
smiles to my face. As I read historical biographies, I am cognizant of the bravery and
sacrifices of the men and women who helped in our fight for freedom from 1776 until
the present. Did they enjoy some of the same flowers, fruits, and vegetables that we
relish today?

Just living is never enough. Oscar Wilde may have said it best. He wrote, “With free-
dom, books, flowers, and the moon, who could not be happy?”

Appreciate the sunshine, the moon, the flowers, and our freedom.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy Independence Day!

A white magnolia bloom appears as art.
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AAA
Drainage Systemm s _ v
. Standing Water Problems L Store It Yourself & Save

Eliminated

* Sump Pump Service,
Repairs & Replacement

* Drainage

®
o Weanace \ 30
Inspections & Reports RAINWATER CONTROL PROS o

* Retaining Walls 925 944 5263
e B A drainagepros.com .. o F F

FOR 3 MONTHS ON SELECT UNITS
WITH $20 ADMIN FEE DUE AT TIME

: OF RENTAL
LIMITED AVAILABILITY

! OFFER GOOD 7/01/24-7/31/24

g

®% OUEE

Hours of operation
Mon-Sat 9am -6pm

|
RHEEM |
SHOPPING
CENTER

avoy voveou

455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F RHEEM BLVD,
Sunday 10am-4pm (925) 6243—2026 \

www.5Aspace.com

McDonnell &@ Nursery

Cynthia Brian sparkles in red, white, and blue.

For more gardening advice for all seasons, check out
Growing with the Goddess Gardener at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/books. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia Brian is a New York

Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker, =5 family owned since 1933

media and writing coach as well as the Founder and

Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 ¢3 which Flc e o [ 1Treeg Chicetnilente ¢ Potterv & Fonintatne
owers ¢ Irees ® ducc nts ¢ rottery & rFountains

was just honored as the 2024 Nonprofit of the Year by the : ] R [ ) \ L”L 115 = FOtery o ouniaii

Moraga Chamber of Commerce. Tune into Cynthia’s Benches ® Garden Decor ®* House Plants ¢ Gifts « Jewelrv

StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com. NS e Al iy -l e W™ AN

Her newest children’s picture book, Books in the Garden Consultation

Barnyard: Oh Deer! from the series, Stella Bella’s Barnyard
Adventures is available for discounted pre-sales at

https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. Hire Cynthia www.mcdonnellnursery. com
for writing projects, garden consults, and inspirational
e, Eyntiageodie s earderer.com 196 Moraga Way -« (925) 254-3713 + Open Wednesday - Sunday

https://www.CynthiaBrian.com
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33 La Noria, Orinda

5 Bd + Office | 4.5 Ba | 5267 Sqft | $5,500,000
Magically set in an heirloom garden is this
stunning, private, one of a kind Classic Orinda
Country Club home!

5 Shadow Creek Ln, Orinda

4 Bd | 3 Ba | 3812 Sqft | $2,395,000

Welcome to this stunning, 4 bd/3 ba mid-
century style gem in the heart of Orinda's
desirable Glorietta neighborhood!

7 Los Conejos, Orinda
3Bd|25Ba| 2173 Sqft| $1,695000

Private & tranquil 3 bd/ 2.5 ba retreat in the
heart of Orinda! Versatile detached studio, flat
yard, new baths!

188 Lombardy Ln, Orinda

5 Bd | 4 Ba | 3948 Sqft | $3,495,000

Fabulous home in coveted Sleepy Hollow w/ a
wonderful floor plan & spectacular private
backyard!

Pending!
e

10 La Cresta, Orinda
4 Bd | 2.5 Ba | 2753 Sqft | $2,350,000

Absolutely stunning views, home & yard!
Updated 4 bd/2.5 ba, 2753 sqgft on .4 acre!

16 Via Barcelona, Moraga
3Bd|25Ba| 2114 Sqgft| $7,100,000

Elegant spacious 3 bd/2.5 townhome in
beautiful conditicn in a central location!

]
20 El Patio, Orinda

6 Bd | 4.5 Ba | 4552 Sqft | $3,250,000

Totally renovated & updated in 2013, this light
filled 6 bd/ 4.5 ba w/ bonus room & possible
au-pair suite is a fabulous place to call home.

Pending!

15 Lost Valley Dr, Orinda
2 Bd | 2 Ba | 3022 Sqft | $2,295,000

Step into a fairytale with this charming, single-
level storybook home on a sprawling 1-acre lot!

1072 Mountain View Blvd, Walnut Creek

5Bd |45 Ba | 3486 Sqft | $3,100,000
Incredible opportunity to move into a brand

new home in Walnut Heights, one of Walnut Creek's most
desirable locations!

The Village Associates:

New Listing! | o

e

27 Moraga Via, Orinda

4 Bd | 2.5 Ba | 2980 Sqft | $2,495,000

This 4 bd/2.5 ba contemporary home features
2980 sf on a peaceful .64-acre lot w/ a perfect
floor plan!

New Listing!

B T 5
53 Via Floreado, Orinda

5Bd|2.5Ba| 2851 Sqft | $1,795,000

Bright 5 bd/2.5 ba home in Orinda w/ amazing
views!

1428 Quail View Cir, Walnut Creek
3Bd| 35 Ba | 2154 Sqft | $1,195,000

This 3 bd/35 ba home enjoys spacious indoor
& outdoor ving spaces!

el

'll'nrl.-ln“"‘ll
e o -

135 Camino Pablo, Orinda

4 Bd | 4 Ba | 2832 Sqft | $2,495,000

Rare 4 bd/4 ba 2832 sf mid-century modern
stunner sits on a large, private 1.57 acre fully
usable lot, & has the ability to expand!

42 Hillcrest Dr, Orinda
4 Bd | 2.5 Ba | 2664 Sqft | $1,795,000

California dreaming in the heart of Glorietta.
Spacious two story home on a premium lot!

300 N. Civic Dr. #411, Walnut Creek

1Bd | 1Ba | 825 Sefft| $345000

Corner unit at the end of the complex enjoys a
light & bright private setting!

Ashley Battersby « Shannon Conner » Meara Dunsmore « Linda Ehrich » Emily Estrada * Joan Evans « Linda Friedman « Liz Gallagher

Claudia Gohler « Ari Hatton « Gillian Judge Hogan » Dexter Honens Il « Christina Linezo « April Matthews « Hillary Murphy « Karen Murphy

John Nash = Altie Schmitt « Ann Sharf « Amy Rose Smith « Molly Smith « Jeff Snell « Lynda Snell « Alexis Thompson « Clark Thompson

o facebook.com/VillageAssociates
o twitter.comyvillageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

Angie Evans Traxinger « Ignacio Vega * Ann Ward « Margaret Zucker

DRE# 01301392

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505
Visit www.VillageAssociates.com

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.



