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Orinda welcomes back Anthony Rossi, new police chief

By Sora O’Doherty

The Orinda City Council
welcomed Anthony Rossi
as the new Orinda Police
Chief at its Oct. 1 meet-
ing. Rossi is returning to
Orinda, having previ-
ously worked in the city
as a detective and patrol
sergeant.

The council ac-
knowledged that Rossi's

return to the city oc-
curred in a very unusual
week. On his first day
back, the Caldecott Tun-
nel was closed owing to
a fire, and his second
day back saw a tragic
and rare homicide in the
city. Rossi presented an
explanation of the de-
partment’s critical inci-
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references available

dent response, noting
that although residents
are interested and con-
cerned, only the official
police reports contain
hard facts.

Vice Mayor Latika
Malkani, who was con-
ducting the meeting in
Mayor Darlene Gee’s ex-
cused ahsence, thanked
the new chief for his re-
sponse to the homicide
and for securing the
area, during a “very
atypical week in
Orinda.” She did hope,
however, that down the
road the homocide inci-
dent can be reviewed.

In introducing Rossi,
outgoing city manager
David Biggs noted that
Rossi knows all the prin-
cipals from his previous
time in the city and has a
lot of good connections
in Orinda. He credited
the new chief with hav-
ing helped to develop the
unique Orinda police
culture during his ear-
lier time on the
department.

Rossi responded that
he fell in love with
Orinda, and enjoyed
every moment of his
former service. “I'm very

happy to be back,” he
told the council.

Before the council
meeting, the new Chief
responded to some
questions from The
Lamorinda Weekly.
Rossi told us that he has
been with the Contra
Costa County Office of
the Sheriff for over 18

years. “During my ca-
reer, I have worked in
County Patrol, J-Team
(Street Enforcement), In-
vestigations, and was a
proud member of the
SW.AT. Team for 13
years. I most recently
was the Orinda Police
Department’s Investiga-
tion Detective Sergeant
serving our great com-
munity,” he said.

Rossi says that his
goal is “to continue the
great relationship
Orinda PD has with this
amazing community. I
will bring my strong
leadership and commu-
nity relations, by ensur-
ing a high level of proac-
tive policing with the
community’s safety and
awareness as our top
priority.”

In his time off, Rossi
says he enjoys spending

time with his family,
working out, foothall,
and hunting.

Since Orinda con-
tracts with the Contra
Costa Sheriff’s office (SO)
for its police staff, some-
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times officers return to
the S0O. This is the case
with Chief Ryan Sullivan,
who has been promoted
to Captain and is now
heading the professional
standards unit at the SO.
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Orinda City Council talks parks, still
nothing decided

By Sora O’Doherty

Three Orinda city parks
-- the mini-park outside
of Theatre Square,
Orinda Community
Park, and a possible off-
leash dog park — were
discussed by the city
council on Oct. 1. None
of the discussions re-
sulted in immediate
actions.

The longest discus-
sion was devoted to the
mini-park. This gateway
to Orinda has been un-
der discussion for at
least five years, or as
council member Inga
Miller pointed out, at
least 10 years if you
consider the previous
considerations by the
Parks Commission.

At one point, the
Orinda Community
Foundation (OCF) had
promised to contribute
$200,000, but after years
of inactivity by the city,
the OCF dropped their
commitment down to
just $50,000. Funding is
the problem that has
kept the project from
moving forward.

Currently available

funding consists of the
OCF’s $50,000 and an
additional $55,000 from
Fund 240/Park Dedica-
tion. However, the staff
report did indicate that
going forward the
Orinda Garden Club has
indicated that they are
interested in providing
some funding for the
project, possibly up to
$100,000.

The staff report also
reminded the council
that the land is owned
by PG&E, and that the
company has a say in
what project elements
will be allowed. Council
member Janet Riley sug-
gested that the mini-
park really isn’t a park
at all, but an entrance to
the city, which should be
designed to impress
those entering Orinda
with how beautiful it is.
She was particularly
taken with the idea of
lighted trees at the back
of the property.

The council received
a slide presentation
from their consultant,
Gates & Associates. The

council had requested
an update in July. The
presentation addressed
two main components:
the Orinda monument
sign, and the landscap-
ing and hardscaping of
the park. Gates pre-
sented four potential
levels of treatment.

The four levels and
estimated costs pre-
sented were, baseline:
$150,000; frontage:
$200,000; new land-
scape: $300,000, and full
renovation: $500,000.

Baseline would be
limited to just a small
area around the new
Orinda sign. Frontage
would be a larger area
in front of the fountain.
A new landscape would
refresh all landscaped
areas. A full renovation
would be based on the
2019 design and would
replace all paving and
refresh all landscape
areas.

As the council dis-
cussion progressed, it
appeared that the 2019
design was actually
quite popular with the

council members. They
discussed at length the
appearance of the
Orinda sign. The con-
sultant presented a
number of options,
ranging from freestand-
ing concrete letters
spelling out Orinda,
which seemed to garner
no support, to an artist-
designed mosaic wall
with the Orinda letters
on the front.

The second park to
be discussed was Orinda
Community Park. With a
much larger price tag of
$4 million, that project
has also been under
consideration for a long
time. A Community Park
Master Plan update was
presented to the council
in 2016; a revised plan
was adopted in 2018 and
then updated again in
2021. Without funding,
however, little progress
was made in imple-
menting the plan, be-
yond tree removal to al-
low for future improve-
ments to the restroom.
... continued on Page A7
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