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By Jeff Heyman

A town only gets to celebrate its Big 5-0 once. And so it
was a day of celebration and festivities on Saturday,
Sept. 28, when the Town of Moraga celebrated the
50th anniversary of its incorporation with a mile-long
parade and a packed Pear and Wine Festival.

The anniversary bash began promptly at 10 a.m.
with a boisterous parade of more than 700 people
from a cross section of Moraga and Lamorinda com-
munity organizations. A hook and ladder from the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District led the proceedings.
Winding their way through Moraga’s crowd-lined
streets were familiar local groups: Moraga Scouts
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“Excited” about voting drives Miramonte

High School’s student

By David Scholz

Photo David Scholz
Miramonte High School seniors gather around a table at
the Contra Costa County Election Department's pop up
office on the school’s front lawn during the lunch hour
on Sept. 25 as part of a voter pre-registration effort.

Millennium Oak

T HARRY
| | BIRTHDAY,
| . " MORAGA!

<

oréga's 50th Anniversa Parade

Troop 246, Los Perales Girl Scout Troops, the Moraga
Country Club, the Moraga Chamber of Commerce, the
Moraga Lions, Rotary, Kiwanis clubs, and many more.

Huge contingents marched from St. Mary's Col-
lege and Campolindo High School. Joining in the pa-
rade fun was Moraga Mayor Teresa Onoda and the
Town Council, along with other public agencies such
as the Moraga Planning Commission, the Friends of
the Moraga Library, the Moraga Garden Club, the
Moraga Park Foundation, Lamorinda CERT, the com-
munity emergency organization, and the Acalanes
High School District and Moraga School Boards.
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The crowd cheered and there was plenty of flag
waving. Kids went wild scrambling for the candy that
the parade marchers threw their way. Seniors min-
gled with young families on the sidelines, telling sto-
ries of how Moraga has - and hasn’t — changed.

The party then moved to the Moraga Commons Park
for the annual Pear and Wine Festival, which celebrates
the Town’s history as a pear producing capital. This is
where celebration turned to sheer fun as families en-
joyed the perfect weather to indulge in water slides,
jumpy houses, and all manner of outdoor activities that
the Commons has to offer. . .. continued on Page A8
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registration effort

Senior Max Harold will come in just under
the wire ahead of the Nov. 5 General Election
with a late Oct. 18 birthday, and he is stoked
to have the opportunity to vote in what is
building up to be a historic day in American
politics.

His youthful exuberance captured the
interest level that took hold of Miramonte
High School’s upper class on Sept. 25, as
members of the senior class gathered around
a Contra Costa County Elections Division Pop-
up Office table set up on the front lawn of the
campus.

That stop, one of about 26 high schools
visited around the county in September as
part of California High School Voter Educa-
tion Weeks, and slated to continue through
mid October due to such a large demand, is
part of an effort to pre-register as many ju-
niors and seniors who are approaching vot-
ing age, according to Dawn Kruger, the divi-
sion’s Community and Media Relations
Coordinator.

... continued on Page A14
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Election 2024

Upcoming Candidate forums:

Lafayette: Wednesday, Oct. 9, at 7 p.m. at the
Lafayette Library, Don Tatzin Hall

Moraga: Thursday, Oct, 10, at 7 p.m, Doors Open
at 6:30 p.m. at St. Mary's College Soda Center

Watch for stories about the Acalanes Union High
School Board and Moraga School Board election
and Orinda Union School Board appointments in
our next edition on Oct. 23.

Upcoming voter deadlines

Oct. 21 Registration Deadline

Oct. 29 Last Day to Request Vote
by Mail Ballot

Nov. 5 Election Day

www.contracostavote.gov/election
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Lafayette Public Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting: Tuesday, Oct. 15,7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall
Planning Commission Meeting

Monday, Oct. 21, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall
Design Review

Tuesday, Oct. 15, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center-Arts & Science Discovery Room

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Lafayette City Council 4-year candidates for November election

By Elaine Borden Chandler

In the upcoming Nov. 5
election, Lafayette voters
will be choosing four City
Council members, three
for a full four-year posi-
tion and one for a partial
two-year position. Four
candidates are running
for the four-year term
position: John Mc-
Cormick, Carl Anduri,
Lauren McCabe Herpich,
and Gina Dawson. (The
candidates for the two-
year position were dis-
cussed in the Sept. 25 is-
sue of Lamorinda
Weekly.)

John McCormick
joined the City Council in
2024 after seven years on
the Chamber of Com-
merce Board and 20
years in the Lafayette
Partners in Education.
The co-founder of Lam-
orinda Music with his
wife Colleen, McCormick
states that he is deeply
invested in keeping
Lafayette a welcoming
community for everyone.

His priorities are
supporting Lafayette’s
local businesses and
downtown, creating
more open spaces and
parks, improving and
expanding fire safety, in-
creasing Lafayette’s sus-
tainability, keeping
Lafayette safe, supervis-
Y ing the new housing de-
velopments, and ensur-
ing the City's budget is
balanced.

Carl Anduri has
served 14 non-

. consecutive years on the
City Council, with three
of these years as Mayor.
He wants to be part of the
process of bringing new
ideas to Lafayette and
making it a better place.

Anduri wants to

John McCormick
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maintain Lafayette’s high

quality of life and aims

to do so though reducing

wildfire risk, making
Lafayette’s roads safer

and friendlier to bicycles

and pedestrians, sup-
porting the downtown

through local businesses,

expanding parks and
open spaces, improving
inclusivity and sustain-

ability, and adopting the

Age-Friendly Action
Plan,

Lauren McCabe Her-
pich feels her experience

as a small business

owner and the only can-

didate who lives down-

town means she provides

key representation and
insight. She has served
on the Parks, Trails and
Recreation Commission
and wants to be a voice
for change.

Herpich is interested

in improving how the
City prioritizes and

spends its budget, feeling

that more should go to
projects that positively
impact citizens and less

to property investments.

She also wants to in-
crease CoInmunity
spaces, improve City
communications, and
streamline City Council
meetings.

Gina Dawson is the
mayor of Lafayette and
has served on the City
Council for the last four
years. She wants to pre-
serve what makes
Lafayette wonderful
while improving where
needed.

Dawson is passionate
about increasing afford-
able housing, feeling that

it will make Lafayette

stronger and more inclu-

sive. She wants to con-

tinue supporting
Lafayette’s efforts to be-
come more sustainable,
preserve financial stabil-
ity and responsibility,
have safer multi-modal
travel, improve wildfire
safety, and help local
businesses through bet-
ter parking, a strong po-
lice force, and retail
crime legislation.

These candidates
have given Lamorinda
Weekly responses to
written questions about
their plans if they be-
come a councilmember.

Affordable housing:
Dawson wants Lafayette
to increase its affordable
housing, follow state
mandates, become more
inclusive for residents of
all incomes, and diver-
sify its businesses and
customer base. Anduri
feels that Lafayette
should make its best ef-
forts to increase afford-
able housing and make
existing housing afford-
able. McCormick points
out the demands from
state mandates limit
Lafayette’s choice, but
feels that affordable
housing should be in-
creased not only through
multi-story buildings but
also ADUs, duplexes, and
triplexes. Herpich feels
Lafayette should stay
within its original hous-
ing plan and that in-
creasing affordable
housing beyond that re-
quires funding and in-
frastructure that the City
doesn’t have.

Lafayette’s Housing
Element: Anduri states
that the City Council up-
dated the Housing Ele-
ment to the State’s speci-
fications, placing most

development downtown
to reduce traffic. Herpich
wants Lafayette to zone
where logical but states,
“We need a city council
that will push back on
Sacramento.” Dawson
intends to work with City
Staff and residents to
keep Lafayette’s charac-
ter while complying with
state law to make devel-
opment smart and sus-
tainable. McCormick is
proud of the work the
Council did, making the
best of the State assign-
ing too many units to
Lafayette.

Developing 949 Mor-
aga Road: Herpich
prefers not develop the
site but, if necessary, she
would want to use it for a
community center or af-
fordable housing. Mc-
Cormick wants an afford-
able housing develop-
ment at the site and notes
that the location means
residents might drive
less. Anduri supports an
affordable housing de-
velopment, saying, “A
project for seniors or for
those with intellectual
and developmental dis-
abilities (a great need in
our community) would
have lower parking
needs.” Dawson supports
the development as it
complies with state law
and fulfills Lafayette’s
Housing Element.

Improving traffic
congestion: McCormick
wants to explore reduc-
ing traffic through better
bike lanes, using e-bikes,
a pedestrian/bike lane
parallel to Mt. Diablo
Road, and distributed
commercial zones. Daw-
son is interested in ad-
dressing traffic conges-
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tion but states, “I stand
by Council prioritization
of traffic safety.” Herpich
wants new initiatives,
like one she presented to
the Lafayette School Dis-
trict for carpool technol-
ogy platforms, to be used
to reduce traffic during
rush hours. Anduri
wants the City to con-
sider how new and old
residents can travel
around Lafayette with-
ouft cars.

Loss of fire insur-
ance: Herpich wants
Lafayette to join the
League of California
Cities and demand the
State Insurance Commis-
sion tackle this problem,
then commit to local ac-
tion. McCormick notes
fire insurance is a
statewide problem that
can be helped with edu-
cation and fire safety,
but emphasizes, “It is in-
cumbent upon us to con-
tinue to pressure our
state lawmakers to work
with insurance providers
to come up with a solu-
tion.” Dawson plans to
support wildfire pre-
paredness activities and
programs as well as
working with Insurance
Commissioner Lara's of-
fice to return fire insur-
ance to Lafayette. Anduri
suggests that Lafayette
reduce fire risks, im-
prove wildfire detection,
study evacuation routes,
and base the Regional
Housing Needs Alloca-
tion on Fire Hazard
Severity Zones.

Public oversight of
the city budget: Dawson,
Anduri, and McCormick
all emphasize that all of
Lafayette's budget is
transparent, through
publicly available docu-
ments and public meet-
ings, and that the City
has received the Certifi-
cate of Achievernent for
Excellence in Financial
Reporting for nine years
in a row. Herpich states
that she thinks large
amounts of money are
given to initiatives with-
out the specific goals or
metrics of success neces-
sary for accountability
and transparency.

Measure H: Anduri,
Dawson, and McCormick
all voted for Measure H
as Councilmembers and
feel that it is necessary to
keep Lafayette's stan-
dard of living. In con-
trast, Herpich is against
it, believing that it gives
the city a blank check
when they have not
shown responsible
spending.

The Lafayette Home-
owners Council will be
hosting a Candidates
Night on Wednesday,
Oct. 9, at 7 p.m. at the
Lafayette Library.

More about Mc-
Cormick can be found at
www.mccormickfor-
lafayette.com. More
about Anduri can he
found at www.anduri-
forlafayette.com. More
about Herpich can be
found at www.lauren-
forlafayette.org. More
about Dawson can be
found at
www.ginadawson2024.com.
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Meet soon-to-be appointed LAFSD

Governing Board candidates
By Elaine Borden Chandler

Jon Deane

For this year’s Nov. 5
election, the Lafayette
School District (LAFSD)
Governing Board had
two open seats for new
board members. How-
ever, as there were only
two candidates for these
two seats — Jon Deane
and Alida Smit — this
year both candidates
will be appointed rather
than elected.

School hoards are
elected public officials
from the local commu-
nity who act as citizen
oversight to see that
schools match the com-
munity’s priorities. The
board provides direc-
tion, structure, leader-
ship, accountability, and
student advocacy for the
schools within their dis-
trict.

Jon Deane grew up
in Lafayette and at-
tended Burton Valley,
Stanley, and Cam-
polindo. He moved back
to Lafayette in 2020 and
currently has a seventh-
grader attending Stanley
and a ninth-grader at-
tending Acalanes. Deane
is the CEO of an
education-focused non-
profit. He worked for
over 20 years in K-12
education and also
worked as a Certified
Public Accountant.

Deane says, “Excel-
lent schools aren’t easy
to develop and main-
tain. They require com-
mitment from everyone
to work together, to use
resources well, and to
stay focused on what
matters. I'm really ex-
cited for this
opportunity!”

He has been im-

‘Alida Smit

pressed with what the
LASFD Board has re-
cently done, and intends
to learn from them and
contribute where he
can, especially in keep-
ing balanced finances.
He also wants to ensure
the District keeps stu-
dents’ mental health
central to their goals
and that students have
smooth academic tran-
sitions as they move
from school to school.

Alida Smit has lived
in Lafayette since 1997.
She has two children
who went through the
Lafayette School District
and are currently in the
Acalanes High School
District. She works as a
College and Career
Counselor with low-
income, first-generation,
rural teens and has pre-
viously worked with
students from five to
high school age in gen-
eral education and spe-
cial education.

She feels that the
LAFSD School Board has
put its students’ needs
first, and now wants to
personally be involved
and give back. She val-
ues all aspects of educa-
tion and thinks that
parental involvermnent is
key to creating healthy
and successful school
environments.

Smit thinks it is im-
portant to value diver-
sity and teach it to chil-
dren, saying, “Being a
first-generation adult
from immigrant par-
ents, T believe all stu-
dents have a place in
this community. Each
student brings talent
and gifts to the commu-
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nal table that we can all
learn and appreciate.”

The previous 2022
school elections in
Lafayette and Lamor-
inda included a variety
of opinions, some of
which were more ex-
treme. Covering some of
these debated ideas,
neither Deane nor Smit
believe that books
should be banned in
schools or that religion
should be taught,
though both say religion
can be taught about in
context to history, reli-
gion, and art.

Both support diver-
sity, equity, inclusion,
and belonging (DEIB)
and that students’ men-
tal health should be
supported by schools.
They agree that teachers
should be fairly com-
pensated but that the
Board has fiscal limits
and responsibilities.

Regarding the anti-
trans protestors who
were outside of
Lafayette Elementary,
Deane said he thought
the LAFSD worked hard
to see all viewpoints
shared and Smit said it
is an individual’s Con-
stitutional right to ex-
press their opinions.
Neither has any stated
opinions or plans for
what should be done if
these protestors or oth-
ers like them return this
school year.

Deane and Smit will
be appointed by the
Governing Board to
their positions in De-
cember at the LAFSD
Board meeting on
Dec.18.
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Moraga resident since 1966.
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for over 38 years.

9253767777

o

keith katzman@compass.com [B] =¥

DRE 00875484

WELCOME DIANA & PETER TO COMPASS!

It is with great pride that | announce my kids, Diana and Peter,
are officially joining me at Compass! Together, we're building a
dynamic new real estate team, and | couldn't be happier to start

this next chapter alongside them.

With a deep-rooted passion for real estate and a shared
commitment to excellence, Diana and Peter are proud to carry on

the legacy that Keith has built. Their fresh perspectives, combined

with Keith's decades of experience, make this a truly remarkable
team ready to meet all of your real estate needs.

Trust the Katzman team to guide you
home with care, expertise, and dedication.

As always, we are here to help ...
we listen and we care.

LAMORINDA
COMMUNITY EMERGENCY
RESPOMSE TEAM

Emergency Water Drums
ORDER NOW!

The San Francisco Bay Area has more ground movement along
tectonic plates than any other urban area in the United States.

“EBMUD's seismic work will restore partial water service within 38 days following
a large earthquake... Some customers may be without water service at their
residence for weeks or months.”

To be prepared, you need at least 1 gallon of potable water
and 1 gallon of sanitation water per person per day. That's 14
gallons per person per week.

The Lamorinda Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) will be making a large purchase of emergency
household water supply drums and fire extinguishers and Bay
Area residents are invited to participate in the bulk order.

When water is stored properly in these blue FDA approved
drums, it can last indefinitely and be a life-saving resource in
case of earthquake or other disaster. This could be the best inve
family's safety you will ever make!
If interested in taking advantage of this great opportunity to purchase packages
of 5, 15, or 55 gallon drums for water storage along with drum wrenches and
pumps, area residents can place an order through Lamorinda CERT Foundation.
Details, prices, and pickup information can be found on this site.

http://supplies.lamorindacert.org/
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Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.maoragacitizensnetwork.org

Town Council Meetings:
Wed., Oct. 9, 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 23, 5:30 p.m.

* Hardwoods

0 Planning Commission:
Carpets Tuesday, Dgt. 15, o
6:30 p.
* Rugs Parks s Recreation
Commission;

s LVP
* Vinyl
* Laminate

Mon., Oct. 14, 6:30 p.m.

FAMILY OWNED
30+ YEARS!

By Vera Kochan

The Art in Public Spaces
Committee (APSC) is the
driving force behind the
new Moraga mural lo-
cated on the six feet by
37 feet wall outside the
Town Chambers at 335
Rheem Boulevard. The
artwork combines
themes pertaining to the
Town’s natural beauty as
well as its local land-
marks.

A survey was initi-
ated by the APSC asking

925-284-4440

3344 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette
lamorindafloors.com
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key words that generally
bring to mind life in
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Moraga. The survey was
open for six weeks be-
tween June 19 and July
31 of last year and re-
ceived 221 responses, to
which the APSC Mural
Subcommittee analyzed
and condensed the in-
formation from one of
the questions asking: “In
two to three words, what
defines Moraga?”

The results were
compiled and noted that
the most often used
words were: “nature,
open space, hills, semi-
rural, and beautiful.” By
combining those de-
scriptions, the theme of
the mural became: “Nat-
ural Beauty of the Sur-
rounding Hills.”

A Request for Pro-
posals was released with
the stipulation that the
“mural shall be a quality
work of art and appeal
to a broad constituency.
Mural design shall have
a relationship to the
Town of Moraga.” A
$7,600 stipend was pro-
vided for the project by
APSC which included a
large fundraised portion.

The artist chosen to
paint the mural is San
Francisco resident Josue
Rojas (www.josuero-
jasart.com). He describes
himself as a full-time
"Independent Artist/Arts
Professional", specializ-
ing in fine art, large-
scale murals,
community-based public
works, and gallery exhi-
bitions with over 25
years experience in the
field. His works can be
seen across San Fran-
cisco and the greater Bay
Area, such as Super Mu-
seum of Modern Art
Mini-Murals, San Fran-
cisco Unified School Dis-
trict area schools, Uni-

New Moraga mural depicts town’s natural beauty and
landmarks

Photo Vera Kochan

Moraga mural artists (from left) Angel Velasquez, Josue Rojas, and Anthony

Jimenez

versity of California at
Santa Cruz, Golden Gate
Park Promenade, and
more.

Rojas also has expe-
rience in teaching Latino
Art History and other
public art courses, in ad-
dition to graphic artist
duties for the New
America Media. He holds
a Bachelor of Fine Arts
degree from California
College of Arts & Crafts
(San Francisco) and a
Master of Fine Arts de-
gree from Boston Uni-
versity.

Interest in painting
first started when Rojas
was 15 years old. His fa-
ther had passed away
and, needing an outlet
for his “angst,” he
poured his energies into
painting. His artistic
styles are versatile, run-
ning the gamut from
cartoon to realistic to
photographic.

Waorking with him
on Moraga’s mural are
Angel Velasquez and
Anthony Jimenez. Rojas

is mentoring his two as-
sistants, hoping to teach
them some of his tech-
nigques so that one day
they can create mural
art on their own.

Rojas and his team
have spent approxi-
mately four weeks on
the Moraga project, as he
split his time also work-
ing on a project in San
Francisco. Using special
mural acrylic that allows
for flexibility and fluid-
ity, Rojas will finish by
applying a clear coat to
repel graffiti and pro-
vide ultraviolet protec-
tion from the sun.

“So far there have
been no real challenges,”
commented Rojas.
“We're just trying to be
ready for the hot
weather.” He appreciates
that the mural doesn’t
require any scaffolding
as many of his project
do.

“I'm inspired by the
townspeople and their
vision for the mural,”
Rojas stated. “Murals
lead to more murals, and
I hope to inspire more
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murals in Moraga. Mu-
rals are a beautiful prac-
tice that we have in Cali-
fornia and the Bay Area.
It's an external expres-
sion of internal values.
After having done the

homework about the
community, the goals
have been to represent
the values through art to
the people of Moraga.”

APSC Member Holly
Hartz said, “Moragans
told us what they felt
was the ‘essence’ of
Moraga. Josue’s mural is
a reflection of that
beauty residents de-
scribed. Hopefully, Jo-
sue’s mural will make a
difference to our com-
munity’s enjoyment of
our surroundings every
day.”

When asked if
passersby had com-
mented on his work, Ro-
jas replied, “People have
passed by and honked or
given a thumbs-up. I feel
the love.”

“Art in Public Spaces
is proud of the new
mural that is a vibrant
reflection of Moraga’s
heart and soul,” stated
APSC Chair Teresa On-
oda. “Based on insights
from over 200 commu-
nity members, this art-
work beautifully cap-
tures the essence of our
town. It's a powerful re-
minder of the pride we
all share in Moraga’s
unique charm and the
importance of commu-
nity voices in shaping
our public spaces.”

SMILE IS

A Professional

Come visit our brand new
1 Bates Blvd. Ste. 210, Orinda, 925.254.0824

Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

@0

EveR™

Corporation

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Proudly serving
the Lamorinda
community for over
26 years.

‘We always welcome
new patients.

Our office delivers
the highest quality

and service.

Consults are always
complementary.

ate of the Art office.
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Whenl say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

-

Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga
P097314.1

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FORA QUOTE247

oo StateFarm’

Sate Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

L3 5
‘CALL TOM '
OR A FREEY.

925-377-0977

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng,
owner and operator
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SMC Museum of Art features two new exhibits

By Vera Kochan

- |
Photos Vera Kochan

"Ritorno: Antico, sono ubriacato dalla voce" Cianne Fragione 2007-2022

Saint Mary's College has
just opened two new art
installations this fall.
“Isole: A Voyage Among
My Dreams” featuring
artist Cianne Fragione,
and “Visceral Processes”
featuring works by Jay
DeFeo, Frank Lobdell,
and Manuel Neri.

According to SMC
Museum of Art, “Influ-
enced by her Italian her-
itage, Fragione (b.1952,
United States) draws on
personal and cultural ex-
perience during her cre-
ative process. Over five
decades, she has devel-
oped work that crosses
boundaries between ab-
stract painting and sculp-
ture, navigating a wide
range of artistic medi-
ums.”

Fragione’s “Isole” ex-
hibit features a combina-
tion of 33 paintings,
drawings, and assem-
blages in conversation
with a collection of po-

"Untitled (Florence)" Jay DeFeo  "March 1954-111" Frank

1952

ems, “Ossi di Seppia”
(Cuttlefish Bones) by Eu-
genio Montale. She uses
oil paint and mixed-
media materials, such as
found objects and tex-
tiles, to create her pieces.
Much of her art is hased
on memories, traditions,
and histories involving
her heritage. Before
earning her Master of
Fine Arts degree, Fra-
gione was a dancer, and
that background has an
influence in her artistic
expressions.

The word “Isole”
means “Island” in Italian,
and as such Fragione's
pieces in this exhibit em-
ulate images of the land,
sky, and sea. Many of the
works on display also use
repurposed materials,
such as shoes, lace, and
journal pages (often per-
sonal items of her own).

“Her work always
stresses the human con-
dition,” explained SMC

/]

Lohdell 1954

Museum of Art Curator
Britt Royer. “She also cre-
ates things in bundles. It's
both concealing and re-
vealing. All of her work is
grounded in poetry, and
there's a roughness and a
rawness to her pieces.”

One work on display,
“Sacred Cheese: [ limoni/
A Song of Solidarity”, is
based on folklore that ex-
plains why a certain goat
cheese took on a flavorful
new taste after Sardinia
sheep were herded to
Tuscany and began graz-
ing on wild fennel clover
and pastures full of ab-
sinthe, thereby creating a
new and delicate taste
profile.

Fragione's mentors
are featured in SMC's
second art exhibit. “Vis-
ceral Processes” features
a combination of 32
drawings, collages, works
on paper, and paintings
by Bay Area artists DeFeo
(1929-1989), Lobdell
(1921-2013),
and Neri
(1930-2021).

“Known for
their counter-
cultural aes-
thetics merg-
ing in the
1950s, these
artists exam-
ined dis-
carded and
ordinary ob-
jects as un-
derlying
metaphors for
the human
condition,”

Royer explained. “Cre-
ated during the post-
World War IT boom, this
collection incorporates
elements of Abstract Ex-
pressionism, Bay Area
Figural, and Funk, high-
lighting the fluid bound-
aries between art move-
ments, These artists

worked with students
throughout their art
practice; this provided a
fertile ground for ideas to
expand to their students.”
When referring to
both exhibits on display
Royer stated, “It is impor-
tant for us to enable these
two different stories to

exist in their own space
and yet provide a lens to
see how they are related.”

“Isole: A Voyage
Among My Dreams” is on
view through June 22,
2025. “Visceral Processes”
is on view through Dec.
15, 2024,

ORTHODONTICS

Moraga General Plan

2040 Update

TR}

The Town is encouraging all residents, business owners and property owners
to attend the upcoming General Plan 2040 meetings. The Town Council will
discuss updating the entirety of the 2040 General Plan including the Values
and Guiding Principles. The formal meetings will be held at follows:

October 15,2024:  Planning Commission Study Session on Draft of General Plan
October 22,2024: Planning Commission Recommendation to Adopt General Plan
October 23,2024: Town Counci Study Session on Draft General Plan

November 13, 2024: Town Council Meeting on Adoption of General Plan

To learn more, go to makemoragahome.org. Meeting locations, times and
reports will be posted on the Town of Moraga website. If you have any
questions, please contact Afshan Hamid, Community Development Director at
ahamid@moraga.ca.us.

Dates are subject to change.

o

PS - 8th Grad'e- Virtu

al Open House

Wednesday, October 16 at 12PM

Moraga's Smile Destination

Orthodontics for Adults and Children

Eric L. Axelrode, D.D.S., M.S.
Mark G. Axelrode, D.D.S., M.S.

925.376.2800

AXELRODEORTHODONTICS.com

1016 Country Club Dr., Moraga, CA 94556
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Orinda welcomes back Anthony Rossi, new police chief

By Sora O’Doherty

The Orinda City Council
welcomed Anthony Rossi
as the new Orinda Police
Chief at its Oct. 1 meet-
ing. Rossi is returning to
Orinda, having previ-
ously worked in the city
as a detective and patrol
sergeant.

The council ac-
knowledged that Rossi's

return to the city oc-
curred in a very unusual
week. On his first day
back, the Caldecott Tun-
nel was closed owing to
a fire, and his second
day back saw a tragic
and rare homicide in the
city. Rossi presented an
explanation of the de-
partment’s critical inci-

3 Cheap Junk
Removal

Call Tony
at

2 4

=— =

references available

dent response, noting
that although residents
are interested and con-
cerned, only the official
police reports contain
hard facts.

Vice Mayor Latika
Malkani, who was con-
ducting the meeting in
Mayor Darlene Gee’s ex-
cused ahsence, thanked
the new chief for his re-
sponse to the homicide
and for securing the
area, during a “very
atypical week in
Orinda.” She did hope,
however, that down the
road the homocide inci-
dent can be reviewed.

In introducing Rossi,
outgoing city manager
David Biggs noted that
Rossi knows all the prin-
cipals from his previous
time in the city and has a
lot of good connections
in Orinda. He credited
the new chief with hav-
ing helped to develop the
unique Orinda police
culture during his ear-
lier time on the
department.

Rossi responded that
he fell in love with
Orinda, and enjoyed
every moment of his
former service. “I'm very

happy to be back,” he
told the council.

Before the council
meeting, the new Chief
responded to some
questions from The
Lamorinda Weekly.
Rossi told us that he has
been with the Contra
Costa County Office of
the Sheriff for over 18

years. “During my ca-
reer, I have worked in
County Patrol, J-Team
(Street Enforcement), In-
vestigations, and was a
proud member of the
SW.AT. Team for 13
years. I most recently
was the Orinda Police
Department’s Investiga-
tion Detective Sergeant
serving our great com-
munity,” he said.

Rossi says that his
goal is “to continue the
great relationship
Orinda PD has with this
amazing community. I
will bring my strong
leadership and commu-
nity relations, by ensur-
ing a high level of proac-
tive policing with the
community’s safety and
awareness as our top
priority.”

In his time off, Rossi
says he enjoys spending

time with his family,
working out, foothall,
and hunting.

Since Orinda con-
tracts with the Contra
Costa Sheriff’s office (SO)
for its police staff, some-

.

Orinda Police Chief Anthony Rossi

Photo provided

times officers return to
the S0O. This is the case
with Chief Ryan Sullivan,
who has been promoted
to Captain and is now
heading the professional
standards unit at the SO.

(925) 497-3741

35 years of experience in architectural design

www .kaplanarchitects.com

KAPLAN ARCHITECTS (5109 361-0203

j ; MOVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Sérving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION %

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

placing furniture, setting up kitchen, organizing closets, cupboards and drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988
for Outstanding hello@carefreemoves.net
Woman-Owned Small Business  www.carefreemoves.net

Orinda City Council talks parks, still
nothing decided

By Sora O’Doherty

Three Orinda city parks
-- the mini-park outside
of Theatre Square,
Orinda Community
Park, and a possible off-
leash dog park — were
discussed by the city
council on Oct. 1. None
of the discussions re-
sulted in immediate
actions.

The longest discus-
sion was devoted to the
mini-park. This gateway
to Orinda has been un-
der discussion for at
least five years, or as
council member Inga
Miller pointed out, at
least 10 years if you
consider the previous
considerations by the
Parks Commission.

At one point, the
Orinda Community
Foundation (OCF) had
promised to contribute
$200,000, but after years
of inactivity by the city,
the OCF dropped their
commitment down to
just $50,000. Funding is
the problem that has
kept the project from
moving forward.

Currently available

funding consists of the
OCF’s $50,000 and an
additional $55,000 from
Fund 240/Park Dedica-
tion. However, the staff
report did indicate that
going forward the
Orinda Garden Club has
indicated that they are
interested in providing
some funding for the
project, possibly up to
$100,000.

The staff report also
reminded the council
that the land is owned
by PG&E, and that the
company has a say in
what project elements
will be allowed. Council
member Janet Riley sug-
gested that the mini-
park really isn’t a park
at all, but an entrance to
the city, which should be
designed to impress
those entering Orinda
with how beautiful it is.
She was particularly
taken with the idea of
lighted trees at the back
of the property.

The council received
a slide presentation
from their consultant,
Gates & Associates. The

council had requested
an update in July. The
presentation addressed
two main components:
the Orinda monument
sign, and the landscap-
ing and hardscaping of
the park. Gates pre-
sented four potential
levels of treatment.

The four levels and
estimated costs pre-
sented were, baseline:
$150,000; frontage:
$200,000; new land-
scape: $300,000, and full
renovation: $500,000.

Baseline would be
limited to just a small
area around the new
Orinda sign. Frontage
would be a larger area
in front of the fountain.
A new landscape would
refresh all landscaped
areas. A full renovation
would be based on the
2019 design and would
replace all paving and
refresh all landscape
areas.

As the council dis-
cussion progressed, it
appeared that the 2019
design was actually
quite popular with the

council members. They
discussed at length the
appearance of the
Orinda sign. The con-
sultant presented a
number of options,
ranging from freestand-
ing concrete letters
spelling out Orinda,
which seemed to garner
no support, to an artist-
designed mosaic wall
with the Orinda letters
on the front.

The second park to
be discussed was Orinda
Community Park. With a
much larger price tag of
$4 million, that project
has also been under
consideration for a long
time. A Community Park
Master Plan update was
presented to the council
in 2016; a revised plan
was adopted in 2018 and
then updated again in
2021. Without funding,
however, little progress
was made in imple-
menting the plan, be-
yond tree removal to al-
low for future improve-
ments to the restroom.
... continued on Page A7

TREE SCULPTURE
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Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,

Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988 ﬁ“ﬂﬂeﬂ

www.honestrodentproofing.com Rodent Pmomlg

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento EXPERIENCE YOU GAN TRUST

www.lamorindaweekly.com

What's My Home Worth?

Lamorinda homes are unique, each possessing varying features and qualities.
Frank understands what buyers want and knows the local inventory. He can
provide you with an accurate estimate of value under current market conditions.

Call me today to schedule a complimentary property evaluation and opinion of
value. Utilize my 20+ years of local success to achieve your real estate dreams.

' Results

Integrity © Knowledge

Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist
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ankWoodward.com
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Familiar face is new
Administrative Assistant at
City of Orinda

Surprisingly

great rates right
around the corner.

By Sora O’Doherty

Photo provided

Administrative Assistant
Pat D’Amico

Visitors to city offices
will be greeted by new
Administrative Assistant
Pat D’Amico, recently
hired by Orinda. D'Am-
ico was introduced to the
City Council at its Oct. 1

meeting, but may have
already been familiar to
the council members.
City Clerk, Sheri
Smith, explained that for
a couple of years, D’Am-
ico has been doing tem-
porary work for differ-
ent city departments.
Smith noted that D’Am-
ico has actually worked
for the Planning Depart-

certificate in paralegal
studies, “so its really
helpful in the city clerk’s
office to have somebody
with that background.”
Smith concluded
that she was thrilled to
introduce Pat D’Amico
“as the person whom the
public, the council, and
the staff sees as the face
of the city everyday and

Kelly Sopak Insurance Agcy Inc
Kelly Sopak, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 6006124
1Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:00pm
Fridays 9:00am to 4:30pm
Evenings & Weekends by Appt
Hablamos Espafiol

I’'myour one-stop shop for the service you
deserveat aprice you want.

Callme for surprisingly great rates and Good
Neighbor service right in your neighborhood.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individualpremiumswillvary by customer.
Allapplicantssubject toStateFarm® underwriting requirements.

ment, the Public Works  the person who answers Sfﬁf,ﬁ;& L
D ,and th h day. ' ®
epartment, and the our phones every day e C% State Farm

Parks and Rec Depart-
ment.

Smith revealed that,
“recently when our ad-
ministrative assistant
position became avail-
able, we were very
happy to see that she ap-
plied for that permanent
position.” Smith noted
that D’Amico has over 15
years of administrative
experience, and also has
a masters in Business
Administration and a

We're really, really for-
tunate to have her.”
D’Amico told the
council, “I've very ex-
cited, very happy to be a
part of the city of Orinda
and it's a pleasure to
meet all of you.” Adding,
“thank you so much.”
Vice Mayor Latika
Malkani responded,
“welcome, we're so glad
to have you,” and other
council members added
their welcormes as well.

Orinda City Council talks parks,
still nothing decided

... continued from Page A6

At this point, Contra

considered a dog park at
Orinda Oaks Park, but
the uphill location pre-

Biggs noted that Moraga
offers an off-leash expe-
rience at Rancho Laguna

CERTECH PEST PREVENTION

W=

Certech

Environmental Services

www.certechpest.com

P’ (925) 300-1094

& TERMITE PROTECTION

Costa County requires sented significant diffi- Park, although he added ONE MONTH FREE
that access to the park be  culties and costs for pro-  that their Parks & Rec di- MONTHLY & BIMONTHLY ANNUAL
upgraded to the stan- vuhng ADA access. At rector says that he SERVICE AGREEMENTS

dards required by the that time, the Wilder lo- ~ wished that they hadn’t.

Americans with Disabili- cation was being consid-  He suggested that they

ties Act (ADA) before any
other work can be done
on the park. Although
there currently is a ramp
from the north side of
the park, apparently it
does not meet ADA stan-
dards. The only possible
solution appears to be a
new ramp on the west
side of the park. Al-
though the south side of
the park, adjoining the
Community Center, does
not have stairs, it is too
steep to be considered
ADA compliant.

Therefore, the plan
is currently to move for-
ward with the new ADA
ramp and to also reno-
vate the restroom. The
cost for this portion of
the plan is estimated at
$683,000.

The last park to be
considered by the council
was a proposed off-leash
dog park at Wilder. Pre-
viously, the council had

ered for a potential Pick-
leball area.

When the council
considered Wilder for
Pickleball courts, the lo-
cation was possible, but a
little less than ideal. Four
courts could fit comfort-
ably, and five with a little
less than ideal orienta-
tion. However, in either
case, the costs were very
high, in part owing to the
changes to the area that
would be required to put
in proper ADA access.

During the discus-
sion, it became apparent
that there really is no
other site for pickleball
courts in Orinda. And it
was unclear how much
use would be made of an
off-leash dog park at
Wilder. Council member
Brandyn Iverson sug-
gested a trial use of
Orinda Oaks park as an
off-leash dog park.

City Manager David

could try off-leash dogs
at Orinda Oaks for a lim-
ited period, to see if it
would be popular. He
suggested Monday
through Friday during
the hours when children
are in school.

Parks and Rec Direc-
tor Todd Trimble in-
formed the council that
dog owners already let
their dogs off leash in
many parks, adding that
it presents issues for his
staff, particularly at the
athletic fields.

The council thought
it would be a good idea to
seek more input from the
public, possibly through
a pop up dog park trial
and perhaps by asking
public opinion at the
Farmer’s Market. Staff
was directed to come
back to the council in the
future regarding a pop-
up dog park.

The presentations on the three parks projects are available to the public at
https://cityoforinda.app.box.com/s/ph3q5jmb3sk0hw5rz20417ka68qf6118/folder/287270385063

Declutter and Donate!

Visit sfgoodwill.org to learn mare
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TESPAC

Store It Yourself & Save

Hours of operation
Mon-Sat 9am -6pm
Sunday 10am-4pm.

(925)

www.5Aspace.com

455 Moraéa Rd. Ste. F

43-2026

| SHOPPING
CENTER
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minutes.

Would YOU know what to do in case

of a life-threatening bleeding event?

If a loved one got injured and was bleeding profusely would
you know what to do? Average time to bleed to death: 3-5
minutes. Average time for 15t Responders to Arrive: 7-10

STOP

THE BLEED

The Lamorinda CERT Foundation is proud to offer several
Stop the Bleed and Advanced Bleeding Control classes where
students will be taught how to stop life threatening bleeding.
Techniques for applying a tourniquet and wound packing will
be taught for a minimal cost of $10. Please see the website to

register: https:/bleeding.lamorindacert.org/

The next classes are on October 15 at the Lafayette

Community Center.
Lamorinda CERT Foundation is a 581(c)(3) foundation supporting Lamorinda CERT

Moraga's 50th Anniversary
Parade & Pear Festival

... continued from Page A1

Pear pies from Na-
tions flew out of the Mor-
aga Park Foundation
booth faster than the
burgers came off the grill
or pear salads could be
assembled. To quench
their thirst, merrymakers
fancied a “Community
Crush,” a cider made from
Moraga’'s neighborhood
pear and apple trees,
Eight pies vied for the top
spot in a pie tasting con-
test. The team of judges
awarded Tina Elliot the
blue ribbon for her blue-
berry mango tango pie -

yum!

To add to thefestive
mood, bands played at the
Bartlett Pear Stage -
which was surrounded by
hay bales - as kids of all
ages danced. Dozens of
booths provided informa-
tion and fun, featuring
rock painting, face paint-
ing, jewelry making, and
other activities put on by
the Moraga Parks and
Recreation Department,
which organized the festi-
val. The Town'’s booth,
“Pear Essentials,” had
lines of beaming festival-
goers eager to snap up
Moraga- and pear-themed

Photo and text provided by Gary Trwin

tee shirts, cookbooks,
jams, posters, mugs, and
even hand-poured pear
and cardamom candles.
Lamorinda 4-H Club's
petting zoo and the Sky
High Circus at the band-
shell stage were also par-
ticularly popular.

With one shot at cele-
brating its 50th anniver-
sary, Moraga hit it out of
the park with a parade
and festival for the ages,
one surely to be remem-
bered as the best celebra-
tion seen in Moraga for
many a year.

Moragans who have lived here for 50 years or more were recognized and
honored at the Anniversary Celebration by Mayor Teresa Oneda, Past Mayor
Renata Sos, and Ellen Beans of the Moraga Citizens Network. The group of
residents attending were former Mayors, Town Council Members, Planning
Commissioners, Park & Rec Commissioners, Town Treasurers, and many
others who have volunteered their service for the Town. The Moragan who has
lived here the longest is Sue Sperry, having been born to local residents in
1944, She is still active in the Moraga Historical Society.

1948-2024

)

hook.

vorite pastimes.

I Memory

Bill passed away on July 17, 2024 in
Lafayette at the age of 76. He was born in
Washington State to Robert and Mildred
Hansen where he and Lyn, his younger sis-
ter, grew up. His family later moved to the
Bay Area where graduated from San Carlos
High School. Returning to the Northwest, he
enrolled and graduated from Whitman Col-
lege majoring in economics. Early in Bill's
career he worked for Spectra-Physics (laser
. technology) in Mountain View. He was al-
ways amused how initially reluctant grocery
| stores were to replace cash registers with
laser scanners! After earning an MBA, he
- joined Kaiser Permanente’s Treasury De-
partment in Oakland where he worked for 27 years.

Bill met his wife, Diane, while living in Palo Alto. After their two
daughters were born, they moved to Moraga where he volunteered as Town
Treasurer when it was a volunteer position. Bill was a kind man and devoted
hushand and father. He planned wonderful family trips to various parts of
the world, often taking his family on the back, less traveled roads. As an avid
learner and reader who favored non-fiction, Bill always had his nose in a

William Hansen

After retirement, Bill participated as a Muffin Person delivering do-
nated groceries to food banks/service organizations in Oakland and was an
active member of both the Moraga Lions Club and the Jaguar Club. He took
college extension courses in literature, history and art at UC Berkeley and
Stanford. Bill also enjoyed books, articles, and lectures on viticulture. Visit-
ing wine growing regions in the United Stated and aboard was one of Bill's fa-

Bill is survived by his wife, daughters Kristen and Madeleine, two
son-in laws, two adorable grandsons, his sister, and nephew. A celebration of
life will be held in October. Please contact his family for further information.
Donations honoring Bill’s memory may be sent to Lamorinda Adult Respite
Center (LARC) or to the Alzheimer’s Association.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement, such as
a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or about a special
person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with your text (up to 200
words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations or Remembrances”

in the subject line.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Station 41 Open House and

Pancake Breakfast a very

Popular event
y

o |

A warm, sunny morning
in Moraga seems to have
been a good time for
families from all over
Lamorinda to get out
and visit the Moraga
Orinda Fire District
(MOFD) open house and
pancake breakfast at
Station 41 on Moraga
Way. There was a large,
enthusiastic turnout for
the event on Saturday,
Oct. 5.

There were plenty of
fire fighters, including a
truck from CalFire, on
hand as the station
pulled out all their
trucks for the public to
admire and children to
get up in the driver’s
seat to imagine them-
selves real fire fighters.
Hats were available in
either red or black.

For the more adven-
turous, volunteers from
the Lamorinda Commu-
nity Emergency Re-
sponse Team were offer-
ing lessons in how to use
a fire extinguisher. Many
of the hands-on students
were children, who were
guided by an adult vol-
unteer in putting out a
real fire with an extin-
guisher.

Orinda volunteer of

Sora O’Doherty

the year, Gene Gottfried,
donated $1,000 to the
event so that folks could
enjoy their pancakes
with real maple syrup.
Gottfried was there as
part of the Rescue One
team.

All of the food for
the pancake breakfast is
donated, and was pre-
pared by MOFD staff.
Visitors could make do-
nations that would go to
the Professional Fire-
fighters Association and
be passed through to the
Ronald McDonald House
Charities (RMHC).

Like the Town of
Moraga, the RMHC is
also celebrating its 50th
anniversary. RMHC pro-
vides housing, home

Fhotos Sora O'Doherty

cooked meals, and sup-
port from staff and vol-
unteers for families of
children receiving hos-
pital treatment.

As the morning
warmed up, firefighters
demonstrated how they
can use the jaws of life to
safely remove a victim
from a automobile fol-
lowing a serious crash.

Many other volun-
teer organizations dedi-
cated to preserving lives
and property had infor-
mational tables around
the fire house, including
MOFD Support 245, the
American Red Cross,
Firewise USA, Rescue
One, and the Lamorinda
Radio Interest Group.

Public Safety

Emergency response:
Emergency: 24 Hours
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-3010
Nixle: Text your zip code to
888777 or www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:
3471 Mt Diablo Blvd.
925-283-3680
Chief of Folice, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221
Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com
Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traflic@gmail.com
Moraga Police Department:
329 Rheem Blvd,, 925-888-7055
Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049
Orinda Police Department:
22 Orinda Way 925-254-6820
Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan
925-254-6820
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafayette Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report
Sept. 8 - Sept. 28

Alarms

911 Calls (incudes hang-ups) 25
Traffic 196
Suspicious Circumstances 6
Suspicious Subject

Suspicious Vehicle 16
Service to Citizen 42
Patrol Req./Security Check 39
Public/School Assembly Check 16

Supplemental Report 38
Vacation House Check 57
Welfare Check 28
Ordinance Violation 3

Vehicle violations
Auto Burglar
3300 Block § Lucille Ln.
900 Block Mountain View Dr.
Dui Misd
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
M. Diablo Blvd./Moraga Rd.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Pleasant Hill Rd./

Rancho View Dr. (2)
MuraFa Rd./Moraga Blvd.
900 Block Moraga Rd.
Pleasant Hill Rd./Greenvalley Dr.

Reckless Driving
St Marys Rd./

Camino Colorados
Moraga Rd.(5t Marys Rd.
Merriewood Dr./Silverado Dr.
Oak Hill Rd./Eb Sr 24
Reliez Valley Rd./Mcgraw Ln.
500 Block 5t. Mary's Rd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Almanor Ln,
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd,
- Property Damage
Rohrer Dr./St Marys Rd.
St Marys Rd./Rohrer Dr,
1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.
Police Department
Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary

3500 Block Mt. Diahlo Blvd.
Fraud False Pretenses

T

a

1300 Block Reliez Valley Rd.

3900 Block N Peardale Dr. (2)

3400 Block Silver Springs Ct.

50 Block Bacon Ct,

900 Block Sunnyhill Rd. (2)

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd,
Grand Theft

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.

1000 Block Dewing Ave.
Identity Theft

3900 Block N Peardale Dr.

Police Department
Panhandling

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft

1000 Block Carol Ln.

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.

1000 Block Rahara Dr. (2)

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Petty Theft From Veh

1200 Block Del Arroyo Cr.
Residential Burglary
- 100 Block Greenbank Dr.

o

3%00 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (10)
Nui e to the Ci ity
Disturbance-domestic

1000 Block 2Nd 5t.

90 Block Woodbury
Highlands Pl

3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Disturbing The Peace

3200 Block Walnut Ln.
Drunk In Public

School St./15t St

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Music

1100 Block Upper Happy
Valley Rd.
Loud Noise

900 Block Hough Ave.
Loud Party
600 Block Augustine Ln,
3300 Block Moraga Blvd.
1000 Block Dewing Ave.
1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
1200 Block Upper Happy
Valley Rd.
1200 Block Rose Ln.
700 Block Grondine Rd.
Public Nuisance
Golden Gate Way/Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (4)
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
1000 Block Brown Ave.
El Curtola Blvd./Eb Sr 24
Lucas Dr./Lucas Ranch Rd.
Vandalism
3400 Block Moraga Blvd.
3500 Block Eagle Point Rd.
Other
Elder Abuse
1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
Harassment
3200 Block Walnut Ln.
H00 Block Reliez Station Rd.
Trespass
3900 Block S Peardale Dr.
10 Block Chapel Dr.
Trespass W/ Vehicle
900 Block 5§ Thompson Rd.
50 Block Lucas Ranch Rd.
Unwanted Guest
1200 Block Del Arroyo Cr.
3400 Block Golden Gate Way
3600 Block Mt. Diahlo Blvd.

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Sept. 17 - Sept. 29
Alarms
911 Calls {incudes hang-ups) 3
Traffic 51
Suspicious Circumstances 2
Suspicious Subject 4
Suspicious Vehicle 4
Service to Citizen 42
Patrol Req./Security Check
Public/School Assembly Check
Supplemental R%};‘urt
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Accident Injury
Larch Ave./Windeler Ct.
Accident Property
Moraga Way/Moraga Rd.
Moraga Commons Park
Dui Misd
Canyon Rd./Country Club Dr.
Exressive Slaeed
Moraga Rd./Buckingham Dr.
Skate Park (At Moraga
Commons Park)
Rheem Valley Shopping Center
Canyon Rd./Camino Pablo
Moraga Way/Coral Dr.
Moraga Rd./Alta Mesa
Moraga Commons Park
St Marys Staging Area
Larch Ave,/Canyon Rd.
- Property Damage
3500 Block Mt Diablo Blvd.
Canyon Rd./Country Club Dr.
Other criminal activity
Grand Theft
Moraga Rd./Corliss Dr.
Petty Theft From Veh
§ Sandringham/Country Club Dr.
Shoplift
Safeway }
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-fight
2000 Block Ascot Dr.
Disturbing The Peace
100 Block Danefield PL.
Loud Music
Merrill Cr N/Merrill Dr.
St Marys College
Loud Noise
50 Block La Salle Dr.
400 Block Redfield Pl
Loud Party
Not Available
80 Block Miramonte Dr.
100 Block Draeger Dr.
Shuey Dr./Rimer Dr.
Other
Failure To Obey
Daollar Tree
Fireworks
200 Block Pasea Bernal
Mentally 11l Commit
St Marys College
Warrant Arrest
500 Block Center St.
Warrant Service
2800 Block Ygnacio Valley Rd., Wer
700 Block San Mateo Ct., Con

POLICE

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
will be back
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To Submit or Not To Submit Your Test Scores?
By Elizabeth LaScala, PhD

In the post-pandemic era
of college admissions,
changes in standardized
testing requirements
have incited many ques-
tions about how to best
approach applications.
After test-optional cycles
for the past few years,
many private schools,
such as Caltech, Har-
vard, Stanford, and MIT,
have recently reinstated
testing recquirements.
Some schools follow the
lead of these Ivy Plus
schools, while others do
not. So how should you,
an undergraduate appli-
cant, decide whether to
submit test scores?

If you are deciding
to take the test, do it!
Test takers have in-
creased by over 10%
each year since 2022,
and this trend will likely
continue with the new
digital SAT and recent
ACT changes. Most im-
portantly, having a score
helps you to decide how
to use your test results
when you apply to
colleges.

What schools are re-
quiring test scores?

The available re-
search says that the de-
cision to submit scores

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
Elizabeth@doingcollege.com
(925) 330-8801

Elizabeth LaScala, Ph.D. is
dedicated to providing
personalized college and
graduate school admissions
expertise to students and
their families locally,
nationally and abroad.
College and graduate school
admissions are more
competitive than ever,
Doing College utilizes
exclusive admissions tools,
customized strategies and a
network of dedicated
professionals to help each
student navigate the
complex college and
graduate school admissions
process with confidence
and success.

depends on the school.
Currently, only 7% of
colleges require SAT/ACT
scores, while 25% have
temporary test-optional
policies, and 59% have
indefinite test-optional
policies. However, many
schools are trending
back toward test score
requirements, and top-
tier universities are the
leaders of such trends.
Additionally, while col-
leges may officially have
a test-optional stance,
many schools have in-
ternal preferences or
recommendations. For
example, Cornell has ad-
vised prospective stu-
dents to submit scores
despite their test op-
tional policy. The best
you can do is to carefully
read a college's guidance
and ask questions to
clarify as needed. Look
for phrases like our sus-
pension was temporary,
those with scores are
encouraged/welcome to
submit them, and test
scores are considered in
the application. Such
language probably sug-
gests that a school wants
to see your scores,
Will submitting my
scores help or hurt me?
Generally, applicants
who submit test scores
have a higher likelihood
of admission than those
who do not submit
scores. From 2021-2023,
many top-tier schools
have exhibited over two-
fold higher admit rates
for score submitters. For
example, Boston College
had an admit rate of 26%
for applicants with
scores, in contrast to
10% for those without
scores in 2022, However,
this correlation does not
equal causation. An im-
portant consequence of
test-optional policies is
that schools mostly re-
ceive scores from their
strongest applicants.
Students are more likely
to submit scores if they
have high scores, and
high scores tend to cor-
relate with high grades
and stronger applica-
tions. So, we can't say
that submitting scores

alone confers an advan-
tage for admissions. We
can say that competitive
scores given a college's
applicant pool are likely
to confer an advantage.
Note also that the appar-
ent admissions advan-
tage is not entirely clear
because many colleges
do not release informa-
tion about internal ad-
missions policies.

What if I think my
score is too low?

Because the test-
optional policies and ap-
plicant outcomes within
cycles are so new, little is
known for sure. Optional
submissions mean that
average reported scores
have rapidly increased.
Do not take these recent
numbers at face value.
Applicants may fear
their scores are too low
and withhold submis-
sion, while those with
stronger scores are more
likely to submit. This
process drastically skews
the numbers. Also, keep
in mind that when stu-
dents withhold low
scores, admissions com-
mittees may assume they
are concealing much
lower scores than in fact
is the case. Test scores
slightly below average
will still show that a stu-
dent is qualified, espe-
cially if the average
scores for that school
have been inflated by
optional score submit-
ters. Due to these factors,
the best practice is gen-
erally to send in test
scores. Even if you think
your score is lower than
desirable, it might be
high for your school dis-
trict or geographical
area. In addition, your
transparency may pre-
vent committees from
assuming WOorse scores.
Does it depend on the
school?

The available infor-
mation suggests that
score submission tends
to confer an advantage
for applicants at top-
rank schools, particu-
larly for students with
high scores. Submitting
scores can help you dis-
tinguish yourself in a

large applicant pool. Yet,
no generalization can be
made about how schools
value test scores, so de-
cisions must ultimately
be made on a case-by-
case basis. For schools
with single digit admit
rates, you must find a
way to stand out, High
scores will likely blend
in with the highly quali-
fied pool, while no sub-
mission will blend in
with all the other non-
submitters. In these case,
the admit rates suggest
that it is better to submit
scores. For moderately
selective schools, strong
test scores can help, but
in my view will not
make or break the appli-
cation. In such cases,
aim to submit scores that
can strengthen an appli-
cation. For schools that
accept most applicants,
admissions committees
just want to see that you
have the capacity to suc-
ceed, whether that is
through test scores, GPA
or other criteria. Test
scores are the least im-
portant in this final cat-
egory of colleges. No
matter what you decide,
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make sure to always do
your own research and
seek the guidance of
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your college counselor
or advisor to make the
best decision for you.

h Hassler LH

LEADING
CALIFORNIA'S

LECTRIFICATION
INITIATIVE
» Heat Pump Conversions
= Maintenance
« Ropairs

» Replacements
« Water Healers

October Sweet Thursday Author
Series presents history author

Lindsay Bowles Chervinsky
Submitted by Laurie Miles

Fhoto provide

Author Lindsay Bowles
Chervinsky

Author Lindsay Bowles
Chervinsky in her book,
“Making the Presidency,”
explores the second US
presidency, a period
critical to the survival of
the American republic.
John Adams was con-
fronted with intense
partisan divides, debates
over citizenship, fears of
political violence, poten-
tial for foreign conflict
with France and Britain,
and a nation unsure that
the presidency could
even work without
Washington at the helm.
The book is an au-
thoritative account of
the second president of
the United States that
shows how Adam'’s lead-
ership and legacy de-
fined the office for those
who followed and en-
sured the survival of the
American republic.

Through meticulous re-
search and engaging
prose, Lindsay Chervin-
sky illustrates the
unique challenges faced
by Adams and shows
how he shaped the office
for his successors. One of
the most qualified presi-
dents in American his-
tory, he had been a leg-
islator, political theorist,
diplomat, minister, and
vice president — but he
had never held the exec-
utive position. He de-
fended the presidency
from his own often ob-
structionist cabinet, pro-
tected the nation from
foreign attacks, and
forged trust and dedica-
tion to election integrity
and the peaceful trans-
fer of power between
parties, even though it
cost him his political fu-
ture. This discussion is a
must for anyone inter-
ested in the evolution of
the presidency and the
creation of political
norms and customs at
the heart of the Ameri-
can republic.

Lindsay Bowles
Chervinsky is the
daughter of Rick and
Kathy Bowles of
Lafayette. She attended
Happy Valley Elemen-
tary, Stanley Middle
School, and Campolindo
High School. She earned

her undergraduate de-
gree from George Wash-
ington University and
got her PhD from UC
Davis. She is a presiden-
tial historian and Execu-
tive Director of the
George Washington Li-
brary. This is her second
book.

Join the Sweet
Thursday Author Series
on Tuesday, Oct. 29 at 7
p.m. in the DTCH at the
Lafayette Library &
Learning Center to hear
the discussion with the
author, Lindsay Bowles
Chervinsky. Register to
attend in person at
www.tinyurl.com/sweet-
Oct2024. The doors will
open at 6:30 p.m. for
coffee and sweets. This
program is presented by
The Friends of the
Lafayette Library.

MAKING
I'HE
PRESIDENCY

Rat proofing

Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.
All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons, skunks,
and squirrel-proofing. Attic/Subarea clean up.
Duct/Insulation repair.

Customer service is my #1 priority.

Serving the LaMorinda
area for 10 years as
former branch manager
of Coulson-Moseley/
Detailed Pest Control.

1044 Stuart St., Lafayette

(925) 338-9304
877-7RATMAN

o,
—PEST AND TERMITE—
CONTROL

Cosmetic
Surgery
* Facelift
* Facial Implants * Fillers
* Neck Lift

* Nose Surgery
* Brow Lift

 Ear Surgery

Laser & Non-Surgical Services
¢ BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
e Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®), Restylane®)
* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services

* Eyelid Surgery * Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a
nationally recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
surgeon, opened a private practice in Downtown Orinda to
better serve Lamorinda patients. Specializing entirely in
the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is nationally recognized for

providing patients with beautiful, elegant, and natural results.
] Matthew Tamplen, MD
y Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION
96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824  Double Board-Certified
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com syl

Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Before

TAMPLEN

PLASTIC BURGERY

Facial Plastic and

Retaining Wall

510-537-6550

Alameda Engineering

The Bay Area’s Residential Specialist Since 1989

Drainage System Installations

Repairs/Replacements
Foundation Repairs\Replacements
Concrete Construction, Pier Drilling, Slide Repairs

General Engineering Contractors License #A562641

www.alameda-engineering.com

Smeith's

GOPHER TRAPPING SERVICE

“Trapping Gophers

in Lamorinda for

over 15 years”
408-871-6988

www.smithspestmanagement.com
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Letters to the editor

Mario DiPrisco for Lafayette’s City
Council

We first met Mario DiPrisco and his wife
Jen at Lafayette Nursery School in 2009,
We got a front-row seat as to what type of
father, husband, and teammate he was, as
LNS is a cooperative preschool that re-
quires parents to do chores, participate,
and essentially help sustain the school.
Mario was and remains high-energy and
smart. We're confident he'll strengthen
the partnership between our city and
schools.

Since then, we've seen Mario's com-
mitment to understanding the key issues
affecting our community, such as wildfire
safety, residents losing their insurance
coverage, and responsible development
planning. His proposals are bold. Mario’s
thoughtful approach to finances is exactly
what we need on the City Council, and
we're confident he will manage the city's
resources with the same care and
diligence.

Mario is open and approachable. We
saw him at a recent House Party event,
and if you're undecided, attending one is
a perfect chance to meet him in person.

This election is a great opportunity to
bring fresh energy and ideas to our City
Council. We encourage you to vote for
Mario.

Brian & Tifanie Mikalis
Lafayette

Re-Elect Mayor Gina Dawson and in-
cumbents for Lafayette City Council

Experience matters, especially on the City
Council. Decisions on complex housing
regulations and the fiscal budgets, for ex-
ample, require a knowledge and history
that best comes from years of council and
commission service. Luckily with this
election we have four standout candi-
dates: Gina Dawson, Carl Anduri, John
McCormick, and Jim Cervantes.

My wife and current Mayor, Gina
Dawson, brings 16 years of community
service and four years serving on City
Council. Her tenacity to stand up for her
community stems from empathy towards
those she meets and an unwavering de-
sire to listen to all viewpoints. It was my
privilege to work with her after we
formed the non-profit Save Lafayette
Trees. She boldly confronted PG&E exec-
utives at a shareholder meeting to ask for
investments in safety, and she presented
new solutions to federal pipeline regula-
tors, all with her trademark smile. To-
gether we've saved hundreds of protected

oak trees while improving gas pipeline
safety in our neighborhoods. I couldn't be
prouder of her work then and now.

Gina is joined in this election by two
incumbent candidates, former Mayor Carl
Anduri and Councilmember John Mc-
Cormick. Both have shown that they are
whip-smart, thoughtful, and unwavering
in their commitment to Lafayette. They're
also two of the nicest guys you'll meet.
For the two-year position I'm supporting
Jim Cervantes, a well-respected former
chair of CPAC who knows Lafayette well
and can work effectively with a wide
group of people. His 34 year work history
in public finance will be an asset for fu-
ture Council deliberations.

Gina Dawson, Carl Anduri, John Mc-
Cormick, and Jim Cervantes have shown
they share our community values and are
proven leaders in Lafayette. They clearly
represent the best and strongest choice
for leading Lafayette forward — please
vote for them this election.

Michael Dawson
Co-Founder, Save Lafayette Trees
Lafayette

AUHSD Board candidate Stacey
Schweppe

Strong and thriving schools are essential
in shaping our children’s lives. We need
Board members that will advocate on be-
half of students, parents, and teachers to
build on the exceptional educational
standards that characterize AUHSD and
to lead the district as it faces budget and
other challenges. That's why [ am sup-
porting Stacey Schweppe for the AUHSD
School Board. As a parent and school vol-
unteer, | worked closely with Stacey for
many years. I attest to her extensive ex-
perience, dedication, and steadfastness
throughout her leadership in multiple
positions at the school, district, and com-
mittee level. Please join me in voting for
Stacey Schweppe for AUHSD Board.
Thank you,

Elissa Lawson

Walnut Creek

City Council and Measure H

My wife and I moved to Lafayette in 1989
because of excellent public schools, beau-
tiful open space and nature, and fiscally
responsible city government openly en-
gaging volunteers to serve on boards and
commissions that help shape policy for
the City. Everytime I travel away from
Laflayette, I always feel glad we live here
when I get home.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

I am endorsing Carl Auduri, John
McCormick and Gena Dawson for re-
election to the City Council and Jim Cer-
vantes for the open two-year term. I also
urge Lafayette residents to vote for Mea-
sure H so the City can maintain current
levels of basic road and street mainte-
nance, police and public safety, programs
for our senior residents, and other exist-
ing programs that contribute to the high
quality of life we enjoy in Lafayette. In-
flation has hit our City general fund as
much as the rest of us. The cuts that
would be necessary if Measure H fails
will detract from the quality of life we
now enjoy. Assuming Measure H passes,
our city sales tax will still be among the
lowest in Contra Costa County. A large
portion will be paid by non-residents who
spend in our thriving local businesses
and restaurants.

While there are always some City
Council decisions some people do not
agree with, I believe council members
Anduri, Dawson and McCormick have
consistently worked to serve the best in-
terests of all citizens of Lafayette in a fis-
cally responsible manner. Having ob-
served candidate Cervantes in action on
the General Plan Advisory Board (espe-
cially his leadership regarding the com-
plex and potentially divisive Housing Ele-
ment) I believe he has the best experi-
ence, knowledge and temperament to add
value to the City Council.

Lafayette has to navigate through
significant challenges ahead - inflation,
housing, traffic, fire safety, growth man-
agement. We need seasoned, community
focused and collaborative leadership on
the Council and we need the additional
General Fund revenue Measure H will
provide. Please join me in voting for An-
duri, Dawson, McCormick and Cervantes,
and Measure H for the love of Lafayette.
Jamie Harris
Former Member, Parks and Recreation
Commission and Planning Commission

In support of Climate Action Carl

I support re-electing Councilmember Carl
Anduri to the Lafayette City Council this
November, Having worked with Carl on
the Lafayette Environmental Task Force,
I'm impressed by his dedication to our
community, his thoughtful consideration
of differing opinions, and his persistence
in promoting climate action both on the
individual and on the municipal level.
Thanks to his leadership, Lafayette
passed an EV charging ordinance in 2022,
ensuring that new multi-family housing
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includes the necessary infrastructure for
easy EV charging. As gas prices rise and
more residents transition to electric vehi-
cles, this proactive measure is essential
for our community.

Carl also played a key role in the
2023 Leaf Blower ordinance, helping the
city move away from gas-powered leaf
blowers. This transition has made
Lafayette quieter and has encouraged
both commercial gardeners and home-
owners to adopt electric alternatives.
Carl is a resourceful and diligent public
servant committed to our community’s
future. [ urge voters to re-elect him to the
Lafayette City Council.

Nancy Hu, DDS

Lafayette resident, Former Chair and
Current member of Lafayette Environ-
mental Task Force

Vote for Lynda Deschambault

There is no escaping global warming with
its inherent problems, and the East Bay
Regional Park District is no exception.
Drought, toxic water bodies, dead trees,
and the ever-constant threat of wildfires
are just some of the issues that the park
directors will be grappling with now and
into the future. Expertise will be greatly
needed, and Lynda Deschambault will be
a ‘dream come true’ for the park district,
as she has 37 years of experience as an
environmental scientist, 19 of which were
waorking at the Environmental Protection
Agency.

Lynda Deschambault is running for
Ward 2 in the EBRPD, and she has al-
ready been serving on the Parks Advisory
Committee, having been appointed to it
by retiring director Dee Rosario.

T've known Lynda for over 20 years
and personally witnessed her involve-
ment in her community and in the edu-
cation of our youth for the next genera-
tion. She always works tirelessly for the
environment and inspires those around
her to do likewise. We desperately need
more people like Lynda to be in these po-
sitions, where both scientific knowledge
and expertise, as well as a passionate
concern for the environment, are inter-
woven. There is no one else who can
match the qualifications needed for this
job other than Lynda Deschambault. A
vote for her will mean a vote for protect-
ing our wonderful 75 parks, with its
120,000 acres of land.

Kay James
Moraga

... continued on next Page

PROVEN
EXPERIENCE

to deal with our most
pressing challenges:

Implement our state-required
Housing Element in a way that not
only adds housing but:
Provides for downtown parks
Makes Lafayette more pedestrian and
bicycle friendly
Expands businesses and makes our
downtown vibrant
Protects our hillsides, ridgelines and
Open spaces

Reduce wildfire risk

Implement Vision Zero and make
our streets even safer

Strengthen our sense of indusivity
and community

Make Lafayette more green and
sustainable

Adopt and implement our
Age-Friendly Action Plan

Pass Measure H — continue
Lafayette's tradition of sound
financial management

2011 and 2023

Force (Co-Chair)

RE-ELECT

Carl Anduri

Lafayette City Council

“Carl and | served together on our City Council. He

cares deeply about our community and its future.

I know Lafayette will continue to be in good hands
with Carl’s proven leadership.”

- Mike Anderson, Former Mayor and Lafaystte Citizen of the Year

“We need Carl’s proven experience, judgment and
vision on the Council. He has been a great Council

® Lafayette City Council: Councilmember, 2002-2012, 2020-present; Mayor, 2005,
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“There is a reason people who served with and worked with Carl
are supporting him—they know his experience and leadership
will make Lafayette a better place to live for all of us.”
- Teresa Gerringer, Former Mayor, Lafayette
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Hillside Task Force, Open Space Task Force, Environmental Task Force (Co-Chair),
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-member for our entire community.”
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Letters to the editor ... continued

Paul Chopra - The Best Choice for
AUHSD Governing Board

Dear Editor,

I am writing to express my strong support
for Paul Chopra in the upcoming election
for the Acalanes Union High School Dis-
trict (AUHSD) Governing Board. In a com-
munity that prioritizes quality education,
Paul stands out as a candidate who com-
bines extensive financial expertise with a
sincere dedication to the academic suc-
cess and well-being of our students.

With 25 years of experience as a CPA
and a strong track record as Treasurer
and Board Member for Lafayette Partners
in Education, Paul has made impactful
contributions to our schools. His recent
work on the District Budget Advisory
Committee for the Lafayette School Dis-
trict, helped to identify over $2 million in
savings and revenue opportunities. This
kind of prudent financial oversight and
strategic resource allocation is vital for
enhancing our educational programs.

With Paul's financial skills, we can be
assured that our schools will benefit from
effective budgeting and strategic invest-
ments in innovative curriculum, technol-
ogy, and teacher development.

I wholeheartedly encourage everyone to
support Paul Chopra for the AUHSD
School Board. Together, we can improve
our educational system and create a
brighter future for all students.
Sincerely,

Tom Mulvaney

Lafayette

Re election of Gina Dawson

We are residents of Lafayette since 1969,
and feel inspired to endorse Gina Daswon
for re election to our City Council.

She has served Lafayette and all of us
for several year on every issue that is im-
portant to us: as co founder of Save
Lafayette Trees, passing the gun storage
ordinance , chair of RecycleSmart board,
helping to adopt the new Hosing Element ,
and has turned out in support of environ-
mental i, and safety issues long before she
started serving on the Council 4 years ago.

My husband and I have lived here a
long time, and seen many positive
changes for our city. Gina Dawson has
been a large part of these improvements.
And her energy and tireless work for our
City is to be commended with a vote for
her to remain on our City Council.
Thank you.
Lynn MacMichael and Howard Weamer
Lafayette

Re-elect Gina Dawson, Carl Anduri, and
John McCormick

I write to express my support for
Lafayette City Council Candidates Gina
Dawson, Carl Anduri, and John
McCormick.

According to the City of Lafayette
website, the town's DEIB committee "en-
visions a society where all systems (e.g.
education, health care, housing, criminal
justice, the economy) are just, fair and in-
clusive, enabling all people to participate
and reach their full potential."

For our town to continue to strive to-
wards this vision, we must elect city
council members who will support, rather
than deter, these goals. In reviewing
school board and city council meetings,
there is evidence that not all candidates
share this vision.

One of the things I love about my
kids' school is its commitment to creating
a culture of belonging. The LAFSD
Lafayette Celebrates program highlights
different cultures and celebrations
throughout the year to help our children
develop empathy, understanding, and
cultural literacy.

I want to to live in a town that con-
tinues to work towards creating a more
equitable and inclusive space. I am voting
to re-elect candidates Gina Dawson, Carl
Anduri, and John McCormick because I
am confident that they will continue to
work toward creating an environment
where all residents feel valued.
Sincerely,

Sarah Vickers-Webb
Lafayette

Re-Elect Gina Dawson to Lafayette City
Council

I urge Lafayette residents to re-elect the
current mayor of Lafayette, Gina Dawson,
to the City Council. I met Mayor Dawson
several years ago when she spearheaded
the campaign to save heritage oak trees
from PG&E chainsaws along gas pipelines
buried under Lafayette trails and streets.
She and her team alerted residents about
PG&E's gas line safety violations and
pressured the company to fix its poorly
maintained equipment. To this day, hun-
dreds of heritage oaks remain standing in
our city due to her persistent work and
that of her team.

While mayor of Lafayette, the state
approved the City's General Plan Housing
Element, a challenging accomplishment
for our city. Additionally, the General Plan
Safety Element was approved, which in-
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cludes utility safety, a key concern of
Mayor Dawson.

She has taken action to protect the
environment, to advance inclusivity, and
to make Lafayette a safer place to live.
Please check the ballot box next to Gina
Dawson's name and re-elect her to
Lafayette's City Council.

MaryJo Cass
Lafayette

Gina Dawson for Lafayette City Council

I urge voters to vote for Gina Dawson for
Lafayette City Council. Gina's experience,
thoughtfulness, intelligence, integrity, fis-
cal responsibility and deep concern for
our community and environment have
helped shape her into an excellent city
council member and now mayor.

Our community will continue to ben-
efit from Gina's experience and under-
standing of our City, from the budget,
housing element to wildfire risks, traffic
and safety issues and downtown business
needs. She has my vote.

Janet Thomas
Lafayette

Support of Lauren McCabe Herpich

We enter a fascinating election cycle that
similar to most recent ones, shows the
very best and worst in us. A beautiful
system created by forward thinking ge-
niuses, that today faces new challenges
with technology allowing for the instan-
taneous distribution of rumors, social
media attacks, lies, and the truths that are
all to be weighed in who we vote for.

As the husband of Lauren McCahe
Herpich, I write this to support her, and
ask you do the same, in her candidacy for
City Council of the beautiful city of
Lafayette.

I understand right off the bat that my
writing this could be perceived as a bias
lens. It of course is. However, I get to see
the side of Lauren that no one else does,
and I will tell you that NO ONE will work
harder for the citizens of Lafayette than
she will.

Being the only candidate that lives
near downtown Lafayette, where the im-
pact of decisions to be made will be most
felt, I guarantee you that Lauren is com-
ing from a place of wanting the best for
Lafayette today and it's future!

Chris Herpich
Lafayette
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Cervantes, Dawson, McCormick and
Anduri for Lafayette City Council

There are four strong candidates for the
four Lafayette City Council positions on
the ballot.

For the two-year partial term, Jim
Cervantes has the background and expe-
rience that will make him an extremely
valuable member. During his 34-year ca-
reer in public finance, Jim worked on
nearly 500 municipal financings, devel-
oping a thorough understanding of mu-
nicipal budgets. After retiring in 2020, he
served on the County’s Measure X Com-
munity Advisory Board, as well as the
Board of Directors of the California Hous-
ing Finance Agency. In Lafayette he vol-
unteered for the General Plan Advisory
Committee, gaining a thorough under-
standing of the planning elements of the
city.

For the three four-year terms, the
three incumbents — Gina Dawson, John
McCormick and Carl Anduri - stand out.
While each of them is an independent
voice on the Council, there is one trait
they share. Each has done the hard work
of providing significant service to our
community for years, both on and off the
Council. And they have done that work
extremely well.

I recommend Jim Cervantes, Gina Daw-
son, John McCormick and Carl Anduri.
Mike Anderson

Former Lafayette Mayor, and 2023
Lafayette Citizen of the Year

Yes on Prop 5 - Keep our Kids in
California

As a parent, | want my children to be able
to live in the Bay Area. Unfortunately,
housing costs have skyrocketed, and most
of the kids who grew up here are priced
out. Also, many people who work in
Lamorinda cannot afford to live here,
meaning long commutes and the accom-
panying pollution.

I'm supporting Proposition 5 because
it empowers Lamorinda and the Bay Area
to build the types of housing that young
adults, workers, and seniors need.

Prop 5 has strict accountability mea-
sures, including independent audits and
oversight committees.

Vote for Prop 5 to give our children
the opportunity to thrive right here in
California.

Ashley Coates
Moraga

... continued on next Page
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Mario DiPrisco
Financial Analyst/Father

Candidate for Lafayette City Council
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Letters to the editor ... continued

Re-elect Carl Anduri to Lafayette
City Council

I'm supporting Carl Anduri for re-
election to the Lafayette City Council
because one of the issues I feel strongly
about is gun safety - and so does he.
When our group (Moms Demand Ac-
tion) urged the Council to enact a safe
firearms storage ordinance, Carl re-
sponded and worked with us from
start to finish. Lafayette's safe firearms
storage ordinance was unanimously
adopted by the Council in late 2022 and
went into effect in January 2023. Carl’s
re-election campaign has bheen
awarded the 2024 Moms Demand Ac-
tion Gun Sense Candidate distinction.

[ have also been a member of the
City of Lafayette Public Arts Commit-
tee. Carl has been our Council liaison:
he shares a thoughtful, inclusive voice
to bringing public art to our commu-
nity.

Please join me in voting for Carl to
keep Lafayette a safe and beautiful
community.

Carol Reif

Lafayette

Lafayette City Council Endorsements

Dear Editor,

The citizens of Lafayette are fortunate
to have three experienced incumbents
who have expressed their willingness
to run for another term on the City
Council. Carl Anduri, Gina Dawson and
John McCormick are well qualified to
lead Lafayette for the next four years. |
have had the pleasure of working with
all three and appreciate the passion
and dedication they provide to our
City.

I spend much of my time looking
back at the history of Lafayette and
how the settlement and later the city
were established. Over the years
Lafayette has had men and women
who have given their time and talent to
make this community a great place to
live. Lafayette has just celebrated 175
years since its founding and over those
years it has been the people who pro-
vided the leadership which led us to
where we are today. Carl, Gina and
John are the most recent examples of
positive leadership and fiscal responsi-
bility and I urge support of their
reelection.

Let us celebrate the past while we
look forward to the future.

Please vote for experience on Nov. 5.
Mary McCosker
Lafayette

Elect Stacey Scheppe to AUHSD Gov-
erning Board

I was thrilled to learn that Stacey
Schweppe is a candidate for Acalanes
Union High School District governing
board. Please join me in voting for
Stacey.

I worked alongside Stacey for 8+
years as a PTA volunteer. [ know her to
be thoughtful, practical, and deeply
engaged in the work of meeting the
needs of our community's kids.

Stacey is the most well-qualified
candidate. She has been working on

behalf of the students at every level (K-
12) of our local public schools for over
20 years. She has demonstrated her
commitment to our students through
active involvement as a parent leader
and participation in multiple district
sponsored committees, including the

AUHSD parcel tax oversight comumittee.

As the parent of two AUHSD graduates
(Campolindo and Las Lomas), Stacey
has a valuable perspective on what the
district already does well for its stu-
dents and what it can do better.

I trust Stacey to be fiscally respon-
sible and promote positive change for
all students. I urge you to join me in
voting for Stacey Schweppe for AUHSD
governing board.

Aimee Moss

Carl Anduri for City Council

I am proud to offer my enthusiastic
support for Carl Anduri's re-election to
the Lafayette City Council. With over
14 years of service, including three
terms as Mayor, Carl's wealth of expe-
rience and steady leadership are ex-
actly what our city needs as we con-
tinue to face increasingly complex
challenges like wildfire risk, rising
costs, and important updates to our
General Plan.

Trust is an essential quality in any
elected official, and Carl has earned
ours time and time again. His leader-
ship is marked by professionalism,
thorough preparation, and an unwa-
vering commitment to collabora-
tion—whether he's advocating for se-
nior services, improving our city's in-
frastructure, or partnering with local
schools. His dedication to the people of
Lafayette is evident in everything he
does.

Carl's open-minded approach, and
his deep understanding of Lafayette's
values, make him an indispensable as-
set to our city. Carl absolutely has my
vote and I hope he can count on yours,
too.

Katy Foreman
Lafayette

Carl Anduri for Lafayette City
Council

Please join us in supporting incumbent
Carl Anduri for Lafayette's City Council
on Nov. 5. Carl is an extremely dedi-
cated and very experienced council
member, having served Lafayette from
2002-2012 and from 2020 to the pre-
sent. Within the context of today's
enormous pressures from insurance
cancellations and Sacramento's hous-
ing mandates and its challenges to our
small-town ethos, to re-igniting
Lafayette's post-pandemic economic
stability and growth, Carl's history of
long and productive service to the
community is critical to its future, and
to the preservation of the qualities of
life here that we all hold so dear.

We have witnessed firsthand Carl's
constructive engagement with
Lafayette's diverse neighborhoods, his
thoughtful, well-researched responses
and innovative solutions to complex
issues before Council. He is open-
minded, has a keen, questioning man-
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ner, and an independent but compas-
sionate demeanor that colleagues and
constituents alike admire and value.
He is a consensus builder with a focus
on the best long-term interests of our
entire community. His vision for
Lafayette manages and balances
growth in a way that includes more
downtown parks and greater protec-
tion for our hillsides and open spaces,
and keeps a practical eye toward pro-
viding the services and infrastructure
Lafayette residents need. We need Carl
Anduri like never before. Please help
re-elect him to council so he can con-
tinue to serve us all.

Respectfully submitted,

Glenn and Tracey Farrell

Lafayette

Please vote for incumbents Carl An-
duri, Gina Dawson and John Mc-
Cormick for Lafayette City Council.

We live in the most amazing city in the
bay area and these three leaders have
worked hard to make our town a spe-
cial place. [ served Lafayette as Mayor,
Vice Mayor and City Council Member;
and currently as a Crime Prevention
Commissioner. I know the type of sta-
ble leadership it takes to sustain the
hometown experience we have all
grown to love, Carl, Gina and John are
who we need. In particular, their focus
on public and fire safety, and police
services, has enabled our community
to remain peaceful and secure. They
take a rational and measured approach
on growth & development, listening to
all sides. They support local business
and a vibrant downtown. And, impor-
tantly, they advocate for our senior
community. As we look to the future,
Carl, Gina and John will 100% deliver
for us, Thank you.

Cam Burks

Former Mayor of Lafayette

Lafayette

Jim Cervantes for City Council

As Lafayette residents cast their vote
for City Council, I strongly recommend
Jim Cervantes for the Council’s two-
year term position. As a municipal
bond broker, I worked with Jim for
over 25 years as he was one of our
leading Public Finance bankers and a
partner at our firm. During that time,
Jim presented hundreds of municipal
hond financings to our sales team,
bringing a solid understanding of a
wide variety of bond issues. He was
universally respected for his deep un-
derstanding of California city finance,
but beyond this, he was as widely re-
spected for his integrity. In a competi-
tive business environment, Jim always
worked to advance the well-being of
the entire firm and dealt fairly with in-
dividuals at all levels of the company.
Through my work coaching foot-
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ball at Acalanes High School, T know
something about how groups succeed.
On our team at work, Jim was one of
our go-to players, effective on the field
but also willing to set a block to let
someone else shine. He will be a great
addition to Team Lafayette.

Sincerely,

Greg Young

Lafayette

YES on Measure H

As a two-time mayor during 8 years on
the City Council in the 1990’s, I sup-
ported the best possible services for
Lafayette. A part of that was working
with others to build our new Library
and Learning Center, the Veterans
Memorial Hall, undergrounding down-
town utilities, as well as passing a
measure to repair our roads and
drains. That was a long time ago. I am
now supparting Measure H because [
don’t want to see our past investments
in our city get run down. Voting “YES”
on Measure H is the best way to keep
city services in place.

By increasing the local sales tax
rate half a percent, Measure H allows
the city to continue fixing our streets,
maintaining police services, preserving
our parks and public spaces, and sus-
taining our wildfire preparedness ef-
forts. In my service to the city, I have
witnessed firsthand how the people of
Lafayette care for one another. Sup-
porting Measure H helps us continue
the level of care that makes us “Love
Lafayette”, Measure H will help us
keep our neighborhoods safe, protect
our students going to and from school,
keep our pedestrians and bikers safe
on our streets, and look out for our se-
nior citizens.

We can be assured that the funds
will be well spent; for the ninth year in
a row the City has received the Certifi-
cate of Achievement for Excellence in
Financial Reporting from the Govern-
ment Finance Officers Association. The
award is for consistent commitment to
excellence and transparency in finan-
cial reporting.

These tax funds will stay local and
cannot be stolen by the state. This
would not be a permanent increase; it
requires a fresh look by voters after 7
years in order to be renewed. The City
of Lafayette currently has sales tax
lower than Concord, Moraga, Orinda,
Pleasant Hill and Walnut Creek.

For a fraction of a cent on a dollar
spent, the sales tax is the sensible way
to a successful future. Vote “YES” on
Measure H.

Love Lafayette,
Anne Grodin
Lafayette

... continued on next Page
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VOTE FOR

John McCormick

Lafayette City Council

Trusted Leadership, Community Committment

2024

Civic & Community Experience
15 Year Local Business Owner (Lamorinda Music)
Lafayette City Council Member
Lafayette Planning Commissioner
20 Year LPIE Volunteer (Supporting our schools)
Lafayette Chamber Board (President for two years)
Park Theater Trust Board Member
Lafayette Businessperson of the Year
Lafayette Land Acknowledgment Task Force Chair
Author, “Chinese in Napa Valley” History Book (2023)
Napa County Historical Society Board Member

"John's track record as a local business leader speaks volumes about
his ability to get things done. | wholeheartedly support John's
candidacy—he will continue to make Lafayette an even better place to

live."
- Teresa Gerringer,

Former Mayor
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Values I Brlng to the City CounC|I

Collaborative & Inclusive: Engaging all voices to

make thoughtful decisions.

Community Focused: Prioritizing what's best for our
families, neighborhoods, businesses, and open spaces.
Service Oriented: Serving residents with respect and

compassion.

Integrity: Honesty and transparency in every action.
Financially Responsible: Ensuring taxpayer dollars
are used wisely and effectively, support Measure H.
Green & Sustainable: Championing policies

that protect our environment.

Dedicated & Hardworking: Committed to

putting in the work to do the job right.

Discover why John is the right choice for our community. Explore
his positions on key issues and see the impressive list of local
leaders who stand behind him at McCormickforLafayette.com.

5 _.:.:' z
Watch my

| of
campaign
video here
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Letters to the editor ... continued

Measure H

The City of Lafayette re-
ceives one of the lowest
percentages of property
tax money within our
county. Our city staff
and council have proven
themselves to be fiscally
responsible. Now
Lafayette is faced with
rising costs to simply
maintain basic pro-
grams and services.
Please join me in voting
yes on Measure H, a 1/2
cent sales tax increase,
thus helping maintain
the services we need in
Lafayette.

Ramsay Thomas
Lafayette

Re-Elect Gina Dawson
for Lafayette Council

Do you want to have a
leader who will speak
truth to power? If yes, be
sure to re-elect Gina
Dawson to Lafayette
Council. Gina is a proven
leader.

I first met our cur-
rent Lafayette Mayor,
Gina Dawson, when
hundreds of heritage
oak trees were being
threatened by chain
saws under the guise of
a PG&E public safety
campaign. In response,
Gina co-founded Save
Lafayette Trees. To-
gether, with many con-
cerned citizens, she ad-
vocated for accountabil-
ity, questioning the sci-
ence hehind the tenuous
claims - that heritage
oak trees were threaten-
ing the integrity of nat-
ural gas lines in
Lafayette. Under Daw-
son leadership, Save
Lafayette Trees suc-
ceeded in protecting
hundreds of heritage
oaks!

Moreover, Gina has
updated the Safety Ele-
ment of the General
Plan, emphasizing the
importance of collabo-
ration with PG&E and
other utility partners to
reduce risks to our com-
munity - including more
resilient infrastructure.
These accomplishments
exemplify Gina’s will-
ingness to protect our
natural environment
and the safety of our
community. They also
demonstrate her inde-
pendent thinking and
collaborative
capabilities.

Beyond public safety
and environmental

stewardship, Gina prior-
itizes increased housing
opportunities, fiscal sus-
tainability, and a vibrant
downtown. Let’s re-elect
Gina so she can continue
this important work.
Deborah Cox Callister
Lafayette

Concerned About Anti-
LGBTQ Candidate for
Lafayette City Council
As someone dedicated to
advocating on behalf of
LGBTQ individuals and
families throughout
Lamorinda for several
years, I am deeply con-
cerned about one of the
candidates for Lafayette
City Council. This candi-
date is on record making
public statements
against LGBTQ people.
Her campaign has re-
ceived funding from
those who have made
similar public state-
ments, including several
people who confronted
children and families
with anti-LGBTQ signage
and taunts at Lafayette
Elementary School for
ten painful weeks last
Spring. This group stood
in front of the elemen-
tary school with huge
"Groomers!" signs and
screamed that word at
children as they were
being dropped off and
picked up from school.
The concerning
Lafayette City Council
candidate aligns herself
with the leader of the
LES harassment cam-
paign and refuses to ac-
knowledge the harm this
group continues to cause
to some of Lafayette's
most vulnerable com-
munity members, and to
the community as a
whole.

T am glad to support
Lafayette City Council
candidates Gina Daw-
son, Carl Anduri, and
John McCormick. I ap-
preciate their steady
leadership, their ability
to clearly express their
respect for diverse com-
munity members, and
their commitment to
making Lafayette and
Lamorinda a safe and
welcoming place for all.
Bree Sanchez
Moraga

Cara Hoxie for Orinda
City Council

I'm writing to highly
recommend Cara Hoxie
for Orinda City Council.
I worked closely with

Cara for three years on
the executive board of
the Educational Founda-
tion of Orinda (EFO)
when she was co-
president and [ was the
V.P. of Fundraising for
Miramonte High School.
Cara is a capable,
thoughtful and fair
leader. Her experience
at EFO and eight years
on the Orinda Union
School District board has
shown her dedication to
our community and for-
titude in handling many
complicated and diffi-
cult issues. Cara's legal
background and ability
to dig into issues will
serve her well in seeking
information and under-
standing the myriad of
topics City Council faces.
Cara grew up in
Orinda, returned with
her family to raise three
children and has contin-
ued to contribute and
care about our citizens.
Add to this that she is
articulate, bright and
has a lot of common
sense — all of these qual-
ities make her a person
we'd be lucky to have on
City Council.
Wendy Bond
Orinda

John McCormick -
Lafayette City Council

I am proud to endorse
John McCormick, run-
ning in this year's
Lafayette City Council
election. As the former
Executive Director of the
Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce I have a
unique perspective on
John's qualifications.
John was elected as our
President in 2020. John
had big plans for how he
would lead our organi-
zation. And in a flash,
COVID -19 changed
everything. Businesses
closed and commerce
stopped. When other
chambers shut down, we
stepped our commit-
ment up. John's leader-
ship skills took over and
we were able to do our
best work ever. Interact-
ing with city and county
agencies for guidance,
John never let our mem-
bers or our community
feel like they were
alone.

John held himself to
the highest standards
and molded his stew-
ardship for us all during
that difficult time. He
possess a rare blend of

What is Measure H? How will it help Lafayette?

Q-What is Measure H about?
A - Lafayette is fiscally conservative. It has

925-377-0977

NICE GUY who LISTENS
to everyone, does his
due diligence and builds
consensus. As Covid
continued on, John was
the first to serve two
consecutive terms as
president, to get the job
done. Benjamin
Franklin once said that
“if you want something
done, ask a busy per-
son.” John McCormick is
here and ready to serve
Lafayette’s residents.
Stop by Lamorinda Mu-
sic and say hello...

Jay Lifson

Former Executive Direc-
tor, Lafayette Chamber
of Commerce

... continued on next Page
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STACEY
SCHWEPPE

FOR
Acalanes Union High
School District Board

% Endorsed by former pr———
AUHSD Board members 2
Kathy Coppersmith, Tom

Mulvaney & Susan Epstein

% Endorsed by Moraga
Town Council members
Renata Sos, Kerry Hillis &
Steve Woehleke

* Endorsed by former
Orinda Mayors Amy Worth
& Sue Severson

Paid for Stacey Schweppe Political Campaign Fund

W VOTE FOR %

STEPHANIE DICKERSON

PAID FORBY THEC

HOPR

Acalanes Union High School
District Governing Board

always had a balanced budget and no debt or
pension obligations. However, over the last
year it has seen dramatically increased costs
for road maintenance, insurance, and state-
mandated programs. This points to a
sustained deficit starting next year — approx.
10% of the $20 million General Fund. Measure
H will help restore balance to the budget.

Q -What happens if Measure H does not
pass?

A -The City Council will be forced to cut over
$2 million annually from the budget, likely
reducing police services, road maintenance,
and senior services.

Q- How will Measure H help?
A -Through a small, half-percent sales tax
increase, Measure H will help maintain police
staffing levels, keep our roads in good shape,
preserve senior services, and sustain our high
guality of life.

Q - How much more will | pay for goods?

A=A$10 purchase will cost an additional 5
cents.

Q =Does the sales tax apply to everything |
buy in Lafayette?

A-No, groceries, prescription medicines and
other non-taxable items will not be affected.

A

Jor The Clear

Choice
for AUHSD

v Fiscal Responsibility
v Academic Excellence
v Safe & Inclusive Schools

PaulChopra.org

AITTEE TO ELECT PAUL CHOPRA-AUHSD

Q - How will our tax rate compare to that of
neighboring cities?

A - Our sales tax will remain lower than
Moraga, Orinda, and Concord, and will match
Walnut Creek and Pleasant Hill.

Q -Is Measure H permanent? How is
accountability ensured?

A -Measure H will last 7 years, unless
extended by voters. An oversight committee
of Lafayette residents will monitor use of

revenues and ensure tra nsparency.

Q -Will all the revenue stay in Lafayette?

Learn More at
an Upcoming
Info Session:

on Zoom
Scan to Register

Thursday Oct 10, 6:30 PM 3

Thursday Oct 17, 7:00 PM

Living Hope Fellowship Church
3201 Stanley Blvd.

A-Yes, 100% of the revenue stays in
Lafayette under local control.

More information is available on our website:

YesdlLafayette.org

Let’s Stay Safe & Strong - Yes4Lafayette.org

‘Ad paid for by Residents of Love Lafayette - Yes on H 2024. FPPC # 1473097 ‘
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Letters to the editor ... continued

Support for Lauren McCabe Herpich

I am writing to express my support for
Lauren McCabe Herpich in the up-
coming Lafayette City Council election.
Lauren has been our neighbor on
Moraga Boulevard for the last decade.
One of the standout qualities of Lau-
ren is her commitment to our neigh-
borhood. She takes the time to help
enhance our sense of community by
hosting neighbor events and keep us
informed of what is happening with
the city, especially on housing.

Lauren understands that growth
should not be a one-size-fits-all ap-
proach and that it is essential to tailor
our development strategies to fit the
needs and desires of Lafayette resi-
dents. By fostering open dialogues and
including diverse voices in the
decision-making process (Lauren is the
ONLY candidate who lives near Down-
town), Lauren will work to ensure that
any changes we make reflect the val-
ues and aspirations of Lafayette resi-
dents.

I wholeheartedly believe that Lau-
ren will champion the kind of growth
that respects our history while
preparing us for the future. I urge my
fellow residents to support Lauren in
the upcoming election,.

Barner Lang
Lafayette

Vote YES on Measure H

T encourage Lafayette residents to vote
YES on Measure H. Over the years, our
city has shown itself to be fiscally con-
servative and always thoughtful in its
governance. We are currently faced
with challenges due to inflation, rising
costs of road repair and insurance and
state mandated expenses. By adding
1/2 cents to our sales tax, which will
bring us up to the sales tax rate of our
neighboring communities, we can

maintain the roads, safety and wildfire
prevention services and programs that
make this such a wonderful place to
live.

The League of Voters supports the
measure, as does our Chamber of
Commerce.

Sincerely,
Barbara Hollenbhach
Lafayette

Former Lafayette Mayors and Coun-
cilmembers Support Measure H

In our experience as former Mayors
and City Council members over the
past three decades, we have always
prioritized maintaining the best possi-
ble city services for our residents with
careful attention to our fiduciary re-
sponsibility to our community. We
want our city to remain safe and
strong. Our city’s obligation to its resi-
dents to provide critical services and
support is best met by voting “YES” on
Measure H.

By increasing the local sales tax
rate only half a percent, Measure H al-
lows the city to continue fixing our
streets, mitigating traffic, maintaining
police services, preserving our parks
and public spaces, and sustaining our
wildfire preparedness efforts. Sup-
porting Measure H helps us continue
the level of care that makes us “Love
Lafayette”. Measure H will help us
keep our neighborhoods safe, protect
our students going to and from school,
keep our pedestrians and bikers safe
on our streets, and support our senior
citizens.

It’s vital that our city responds to
its current circumstances, and our
current council has done that by care-
fully researching its options to protect
integral City services and determining
that this incremental revenue is
needed in the face of other economic
headwinds facing the city. The alter-
natives for the City's budget would re-

www.lamorindaweekly.com

duce the quality of life for our resi-
dents. For a fraction of a cent on a dol-
lar spent, the sales tax is the sensible
way to a successful future. We respect-
fully ask for your “YES” vote on Mea-
sure H.

Mike Anderson, Former Mayor

Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024

Brandt Andersson, Former Mayor
Cam Burks, Former Mayor

Carol Federighi, Former Mayor
Teresa Gerringer, Former Mayor
Erling Horn, Former Mayor

Don Tatzin, Former Mayor

Steven Bliss, Former Council Member

“Excited” about voting drives
Miramonte High School’s
student registration effort

... continued from Page 1

Kruger noted the division's Voter
Services Manager reported a higher
than normal number of pre-
registrations in September. In Sep-
tember, election staff pre-registered
485 students overall, including about
20-30 students at Miramonte.

“I am very happy - 100 percent,”
said Harold, one of the Senior Mata-
dors who were carefully filling out the
one-page form with their driver’s li-
censes in hand, about voting.

So giddy about knowing he was so
close to actually getting the chance to
vote, the senior repeatedly asked if he
was marking a proper bubble on the
form.

“I would be really sad,” Harold
said of not being able to vote because
he filled the form out incorrectly.

His anticipation for the big day
mirrored that of his other classmates
who already have turned 18. “Ex-
cited,” in a word, was repeatedly ex-
pressed to describe how they were
feeling about the opportunity awaiting

them.

Senior Katrina White, 18, noted
how the election is being talked about
in her various classes.

And, when she goes to the poll on
the first Tuesday in November to
make choices in the races and issues
appearing on the ballot, White also
said the importance of voting is an-
other reminder of their growing
“independence.”

Along with pre-registering stu-
dents and helping check those who
may have already completed the
process, the pop up office also pro-
moted volunteer opportunities for
students who are at least 16 years old
to serve as poll workers. Along with
having a GPA of at least 2.5 on a 4.0
scale, students must obtain permis-
sion from a parent or guardian and
from the principal or vice principal of
their school, as well as complete the
required training. Students can apply
online by visiting www.contra-
costavote.gov/elections
/poll-worker-center/
student-poll-worker

Upcoming voter deadlines

October 21, 2024
Registration Deadline

October 29, 2024 Last Day to Request Vote by Mail Ballot
November 5, 2024 Election Day

www.contracostavote.gov/election

Election Season SPECIAL POLICY: Letters to the Editor Letters related to a candidate running for
office should be a maximum of 200 words so that we will have room to publish as many letters
as possible. Letters regarding ballot measures will remain up to 350 words maximum. Deadline is
now NOON on Thursday prior to the issue date.

Opinians in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily thase of the Lamorinda Weekly, All
published letters will include the writers name and city/town of residence — we will only accept letters from thoss who live in,
of own @ business in, the communities comprising Lamarinda {please give us your phane number for verification purposes only).
Letters must be factually accurate. Lamaorinda Weekly reserves the right 1o refuse publishing a letter submission. Visit
www.lamorind. dely.com for issicn guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekiy.com; Regular mail: Lamarinda Weekly,
1480 Moraga Road STE C #202, Moraga, CA 94550

Dear Neighbors,

I am excited to run for the two-
year seat on the Lafayette City
Council. | believe my professional
skills and my civic and volunteer
experience will help the City we
love face the challenges ahead.

Fet JIM
CERVANTES

LAFAYETTE CITY COUNCIL

After earning my BA from Harvard
and MBA from Stanford, | began a
34-year career in Public Finance.
| worked with scores of California cities and agencies on
nearly 500 municipal bond financings. | understand how
city finances work and how good government functions.
| believe | can apply these skills to ensure our City's
long-term fiscal health and support sound public policy.

Integrity.
Finance Experience.
Service.

When | retired in 2020, | sought out ways to serve our
community. As Vice-Chair and Chair of Lafayette’s General
Plan Advisory Committee, | made community outreach a
priority as we worked through updates to our housing and
safety plans. | listened to many perspectives and worked to
make sure all voices were heard. Out of concern about
wildfire safety in our neighborhood, | organized the
Springhill Valley West Firewise community. | am also active
with Lafayette Rotary and St. Perpetua Church.

Endorsed by Current & Former
Elected Leaders

State Senator Steve Glazer
Assembly member Rebecca Bauer-Kahan
Supervisor Candace Andersen, Contra Costa County, District 2
Mayor Gina Dawson
Carl Anduri, Former Mayor and Council Member
Wei-Tai Kwock, Vice Mayor
John McCormick, Council Member
Brandt Andersson, Former Mayor
Mike Anderson, Former Mayor
Steven Bliss, Former Council Member
Teresa Gerringer, Former Mayor
Erling Horn, Former Mayor
Don Tatzin, Former Mayor
Meredith Meade, President, Lafayette School District Governing Board
Suzy Pak, Lafayette School District Governing Board
Mayor Darlene Gee, City of Orinda
Luz Gomez, East Bay Municipal Utility District, Ward 2
Former Mayor Amy Worth, City of Orinda

“As Mayor, | served as the City Council liaison to the General Plan Advisory Committee
during Jim's service as Chair. During the intensive work on the Housing Element, he made sure
all parties received a respectful hearing and fostered inclusive decision-making. He will provide
thoughtful, steady and open leadership on the City Council.” — Te ormer Mayor

In addition to my local volunteer work, | served on a County
advisory board recommending funding of County services.
More recently, | was appointed by the Governor as Board
Chair of the California Housing Finance Agency, focusing
on financing affordable housing solutions across the State.

Lafayette is navigating critical issues. In addition to
financial sustainability and fire safety, we need to
improve traffic management, complete the rezoning
process, implement the Housing Element, support our
schools, and ensure government transparency. As your
City Council representative, | will actively engage with the
community, listen to diverse viewpoints, and work
collaboratively with fellow Council members and City staff.
My commitment to you is to use my best judgement to
move Lafayette forward.

EE

Learn More: |8
www.JimForLafayette.com | EIA

— Jim Cervantes

Paid for by Cervantes for Lafayette City Council 2024; FPPC#1474635
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“The Menopause Monologues” at Town Hall breaks
culture of silence

By Elaine Borden Chandler

The cast of “The Menopause Monologues” at their all-cast read-through party

on Sept. 27.

“The seed was my dying
ovaries,” drawled Carrie
Vanhouten with ironic
relish when asked what
the seed for “The
Menopause Monologues”
was, to the visible
amusement of Lisa Anne
Morrison and Lulu
Braunstein. These three
women — Vanhouten,
the creator; Morrison,
the director; and Braun-
stein, the producer —
are the driving forces

[T W

Monologues.”

behind the new play at
Lafayette’s Town Hall
Theatre.

“The Menopause
Monologues” is a collab-
orative play with fifteen
different vignettes on
menopause, ranging
from traditional mono-
logues to poetry to dance
to live painting to pup-
petry. It follows the for-
mat of “The Vagina
Monologues,” the
groundbreaking 1996

Three of the puppets featured in “The Menopause

play by Eve Ensler that
opened up discussions
about a previously un-
mentionable subject.

Morrison, Braun-
stein, and Vanhouten
have the same goal with
“The Menopause Mono-
logues.” They were in-
spired by their own and
others’ experiences —
sleep loss, irritability,
hot flashes, brain fog,
memory difficulties,
struggling with getting
medical treatment — all
of which were hidden
and associated with
shame.

“For me, it's about
sharing it and taking
away the taboo,” said
Braunstein. “Everybody
has a story of their own
or of a family member,
and so many stories re-
ally needed to come
out.”

Menopause, the time
when people with
uteruses permanently
stop having periods, is

.

Wy L,
Photos provided

rarely acknowledged
publicly beyond jokes
about hot flashes. So
when Vanhouten en-
tered perimenopause,
the years long process
leading up to
menopause, she was un-
prepared for it. She was
soon frustrated by how
stories about

3 menopause, sO common

and so central to life,
were never discussed
beyond small groups of
friends.

“l wanted to create a
place where we could
share our stories, get
them in the everyday

. vocabulary of human

existence, and break the
generational silence,”
she said.

Vanhouten con-
tacted Morrison and
Braunstein and asked
them what they thought
about doing a “The
Vagina Monologues”
style play about
menopause; they re-
sponded enthusiasti-
cally. They started
hrainstorming together
and established that they
wanted more than a play
— they wanted a move-
ment.

They were soon in
full gear: sending out a
call for submissions and
receiving dozens; host-
ing a lively workshop
where suggestions and
laughter bounced hack
and forth; doing inter-
views, including three
older women whose sto-
ries reshaped the play’s
structure; and editing,
rearranging, and honing
the chosen monologues.

At last, they had the
final play, something
they were proud of and
excited to share. They
chose to end it with a
Q&A on menopause with
Dr. Chiruba Prabakar. In
the process they had

learned and shared so
much, and they wanted
the play to kick off dis-
cussion and acceptance
in the audience —per-
haps even empower-
ment and joy.

“For years and years,
I thought this was going
to be the time of life
where I felt like I'm not
going to be worth any-
thing anymore,” said
Morrison. “And it has

proven to be totally the
opposite. I feel more
strength and more li-
cense to take care of my-
self and put myself first
than I have in my entire
life.”

“The Menopause
Monologues” is currently
sold out. Contact Lulu
Braunstein at lulu-
braunstein@me.com to
be put on a ticket
waitlist.

"Guardians of the Formula" -- a
real story of humanity and hope

By Sophie Braccini

The movie presented this
October by the Interna-
tional Film Showcase in
Orinda tells a real story
that happened under the
radar of the Cold War. It
is a story of courage and
selflessness, of how the
human spirit can mani-
fest at its best, even in
times of turmoil. It is
definitely an optimistic
story, an ode to
humanity.

"Guardians of the
Formula" takes place in
1958, in the middle of the
Cold War. Yugoslavia,
under Tito’s dictatorship,
was cormmunist but had
strayed from the orbit of
the Soviets. It was a
leader of the non-aligned
movement (the founding
countries were Indone-
sia, India, Yugoslavia,
Egypt, and Ghana). So,
when a group of Yu-
goslav scientists get irra-
diated when working on
a secret nuclear project,
they are not sent to the

U.5.5.R., but to the Curie
Institute in France.

There, under the di-
rection of Professors
Mathé and Jammet, a
race against time is en-
gaged, until no other
hope is left but attempt-
ing an untried and com-
pletely new treatment.

This real story was
kept relatively secret
during the Cold War, and
is still largely ignored in
France and now Serbia-
Croatia- Bosnia Herze-
govina. Serb movie di-
rector Dragan Bjelogrlic
is revealing both a his-
torical mystery and the
tale of a huge medical
advancement that has
had an impact on mil-
lions of people all over
the world since.

The movie is mostly
in French with English
subtitles, and features a
mixed cast of French and
Serb actors, The film is
shot like a thriller, with
flashbacks taking place in

Photos provided

both Yugoslavia and
France, that unwind the
events that have led to
this dramatic situation.
Meanwhile, the tension
increases behind the hos-
pital closed doors where
all non-essential personal
has been removed. The
location - large cathedral
like volume, sparkling
whiteness everywhere -
creates a dramatic effect,
like a classical tragedy.
This formal and sober
approach, even in the
way the actors play, give
a simple and solemn
grandeur to the acts of
bravery that will mani-
fest in the middle of the
tragedy.

It is the extraordi-
nary solidarity that can
unite people beyond
borders and ideology
that is the main strength
of this film. In the press
documents released in
France, the movie Direc-
tor said that as he neared
his 50s, he started losing

his faith in humanity. He
then decided to look for
good in humans, and to
show it in films, what-
ever the harsh reality we
might be living in. "In
this film, T explored how
a formula of death can
become a formula of
life," he said.

The treatment that
the scientists received
has become a staple of
the cure for leukemia.
The fact that this extra-
ordinary break-through
was barely publicized
was probably due to the
political context of the
time. Bjelogrlic repaired
this omission with talent,
giving us hope through
this extraordinary movie
that has received ac-

claims all over the world.

The movie will open
at the Orinda Theater on
Oct. 18 for at least one
week. Times and tickets
at Orindamovies.com,
more information about
the non-profit Interna-
tional Film Showcase at
internationalshowcase.org.

GUARDIANS
OF THE
MIOLA

estore Hetc y
2024 AnnualDi
%@u i inner

: A L
Saturday, October 26 at 6 P.M.
Lafayette Veterans Memorial Center

3780 Mount Diablo Blvd, Lafayette, CA 94549
Join us for an evening
with special guest
Pulitzer Prize Winning
Journalist Tom Philp.

The evening will
4 feature a Reception
and Silent Auction.

with any questions
or to inquire.

STRIVEPATH

College
Coach’s Corner

sunny Grewal

Welcome to Coach’s Corner, where we address
questions asked by local student families. If you have
a question you’d like us to address, please email us at
contact@mystrivepath.com.

Question: My son is interested in getting recruited for
swim, and we have no idea how best to navigate. | heard
you recently recruited an athletic advisor - what does this
process look like for us, and timelines?

Answer: Thank you for reaching out! Navigating the
college recruiting process for swimming can be a bit
complex, but we’re here to help guide you through it.

With Jennifer Jamison on board as our athletic recruitment
advisor, she brings a wealth of experience from her years
as a collegiate athlete and coach. She helps families
understand what to expect from the recruiting process,
timelines, and how to prepare.

Here’s a brief overview of the process and timeline:

1. Assessing Fit

The first step is determining where your son might fit
academically and athletically. Division 1 programs often
come with more rigorous training schedules, while Division
2 and 3 schools may offer a better balance between
academics and athletics. It's important to have a realistic
understanding of which schools might be the right fit for him.
2. Timeline

The recruiting process for swimming generally starts
in sophomore year:
* Sophomore Year: This is the time to start reaching out
to coaches with a brief introduction, some stats, and video
highlights. While coaches can’t respond until June 15, it's
good to be on their radar early.
« Junior Year: After June 15, coaches can respond to
communication. This is when recruiting really ramps up,
and it's important to maintain regular updates with both
academic and athletic progress. Campus visits can also
begin around this time.
« Senior Year: This is the time for official visits, final
offers, and potential commitments. National Letters of
Intent (NLI) are typically signed during this year if your son
receives an offer.

3. Highlight Video & Resume

A well-organized video showcasing your son’s
strengths in swimming is important, along with a resume
that lists his key stats, academic performance, and coach
contact details.

Throughout the process, ongoing communication with
coaches is key—keeping them updated on your son’s
academic and athletic progress can help maintain interest.

If you'd like to dive deeper into any part of this
process, feel free to reach out.

Best regards,
Sunny

About StrivePath

StrivePath empowers students and families with
personalized academic and college advising, market
insights, and community resources, ensuring holistic
development and better outcomes. Happier students. Less
stressed families. Better admission outcomes.

For more information, visit www.mystrivepath.com
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Not to be missed

Art Gallery at the
Orinda Library: Stories
We Tell - Contemporary
and Ancient, The Lamor-
inda Arts Council invites
you to view original art-
work that demonstrates
the power of storytelling
using symbols and
metaphors through Nov.
1. Visit https:/lamorinda
arts.org/current-exhibits-
library-gallery/ for more
information or call (925)
359.9940.

Call for Writers and
Artists: The Lamorinda
Arts Council's Oct. 26 Art
Embraces Words pro-
gram invites writers and
artists who are in sync
with its Halloween
Theme to apply to read
and show their work. A
short Q&A follows each
presentation. Featured
sci fi writer Marlene
Dotterer kicks off the
day. All are invited to
appear as their favorite
literary or artistic char-
acter to compete for
prizes awarded by the-
ater costume judges. A
reception in the adjacent
vine covered courtyard
follows. Apply at
https://lamorindaarts.org/
art-embraces-words,
email literary@lamor-
indaarts.org or call (925)
359.9940 with questions.

Art Gallery at Wilder:
"Presence: Portraits of
Seniors" in the Art
Gallery at Wilder
through Nov. 1. The
Lamorinda Arts Council
invites you to meet fea-
tured artist Marianne
McCraney at a reception
in her honor. Her ex-
pressive oil paintings re-
veal seniors doing things
they love - reading,
walking, working in a
tool shed, and visiting a
friend. McCraney works
mostly in oil and water-
colors as well as draw-
ings. To view more of her
work visit

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

https://lamorindaarts.org
Jonline-galleries / or
www.mariannemc
craney.com/.

Music

Folk Music Festival at
Town Hall Theatre in
Lafayette. Front Porch
Presents: Folk Music Fes-
tival on Nov. 1. Town
Hall Theatre Co, 3535
School Street, Lafayette.
Tickets: $15 in advance,
$20 at the door

925-377-0977

¢

opportunity to support
their accomplished Vi-
sual & Performing Arts
students and enjoy a
night of exceptional per-
formances! Admission is
free, and all are
welcome.

Organist Arthur Omura
Performs at St. Paul's in
Walnut Creek. Saturday,
Oct. 12, 7 p.m. Where: In-
Person - St, Paul's Epis-
copal Church, 1924 Trin-
ity Avenue, Walnut

www.townhalltheatre.com/ Creek, Online broadcast:

front-porch

Town Hall Theatre
Company presents: Mid-
night Flyer: A Tribute to
the Eagles. Oct. 26. Town
Hall Theatre Co, 3535
School Street, Lafayette.
TICKETS: VIP $40, $30 in
advance, $35 at the door

www.townhalltheatre.com /

midnight-flyer

Ensemble ARI, a pro-
fessional piano quartet,
will perform at Saint
Mary's College Chapel on
Sunday, Oct. 27, at 3 p.m.
The concert features a
unique collaboration
with a Korean zither in-
strument, premiering
works by Bay Area com-
posers, along with
Mozart's Piano Quartet.
Admission is Free.
www.stmarys-ca.edu/
ensemble-ari

Miramonte’s Visual &
Performing Arts De-
partment Proudly Pre-
sents the Fall Music Con-
cert! Join them on
Thursday, Oct. 10 at 7
p-m., in the MHS Theater
for an unforgettable
evening of music featur-
ing the instrumental and
vocal talents of the MHS
Concert Choir, Chamber
Singers, Musical Theater
Workshop Performers,
and Jazz Band (all di-
rected by Carl Oser), as
well as the Orinda Inter-
mediate School Choir
(directed by Christina
Holling). Don’t miss this

visit stpaulswc.org/
concert-series for the
concert link and pro-
gram. Donations gra-
ciously accepted at the
door (avg. $20/$10 Stu-
dents) and online regis-
tration. All are welcome
regardless of donation!

Town Hall Theatre

Company & Cougar
Comedy Collective pre-
sents "Laugh Lines" on
Oct. 11 at 7:30 p.m. Town
Hall Theatre Co, 3535
School Street, Lafayette.
Tickets: $20
www.townhalltheatre.
com/laugh-lines

Join Gail Perry at
Orinda Books on Oct. 12
at 11 a.m. Gail has cre-
ated "Walks of the
World," a stunning guide
to 25 inn-to-inn hikes in
some of the world’s most
interesting places, in-
cluding Hawai'i's Kalalau
Trail, Oregon’s Rogue
River Trail, the Laugave-
gur Trail in Iceland, and
the Cinque Terre Coastal
Walk in Italy. Gail has
inspired many to walk
their way into epic ad-
ventures or simply add
steps to their everyday
treks, Information at
www.orindabooks.com.

Join the Sweet Thurs-
day Author Series on
Nov. 21 at 7 p.m. in the

Not to be missed
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Don Tatzin CH at the
Lafayette Library to hear
a discussion of Holiday
books with Pat Rude-
bush, Orinda Books, and
Catherine Davis. This is a
free event, but registra-
tion is required at
Tinyurl.com/sweel-
Nov2024. The doors will
be open at 6:30 p.m. for
coffee and treats. The
program is sponsored by
the Friends of the
Lafayette Library.

Other

Lamorinda Movers din-
ner catered by China
Moon & you can BRING A
GUEST for No charge. 5
p.m. Monday Oct. 14 at
the Serbian Church at
1700 School St. in Mor-
aga. There will be a
drawing for a 2 nights
stay in a 2 bedroom 2
bathoom condominium
at the Monterey Dunes
Colony in Monterey. For
our entertainment we
have booked Johnny Z
and the Cameros who
will be playing music by
request so come dance
the night away, Sign up
here: https://ces.com
pass.com/li/ch3c8achl
26445084145

Flower Arranging In-
structor: Laura-Kate
Rurka in partnership
with Lamorinda Village.
Learn to make gorgeous
arrangements from su-
permarket flowers.
Laura-Kate Rurka will
show you how to put to-
gether inexpensive
bunches into interesting
and beautiful combina-
tions made from common
blooms found at your lo-
cal grocery store. You will
go home with a vase,
arrangement, and prun-
ing shears. You must reg-
ister ahead of time for
this class. Limited to 12
people. Thursday, Nov. 7,
11 a.m to noon in the
Cedar Room. Materials
Fee: $25, payable to in-
structor at the class

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

w

mvpcC

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church

Belong | Transform | Engage

Join us in person or online at 9:30 am!

mvpctoday.org
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga CA 94556

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org
Sunday 10am in person worship

We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.
Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms every-
one on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity,

age, economic status, physical and mental ability,

sexual orientation or gender identity.

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org
ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship

every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

The American Associa-
tion of University
Women - Orinda, Mor-
aga, Lafayette branch
and the League of
Women Voters Diablo
Valley will be providing a
PowerPoint presentation
reviewing the 10 State
ballot propositions, de-
tailing the Pros and Cons,
and defining the sup-
porters and opponents of
each. All invited: Tues-
day, Oct. 15, 9:30 to 11:30
a.m. at the Orinda Com-
munity Church, 10 [rwin
Way, Orinda.

The City of Orinda &
Moraga Orinda Fire Dis-
trict (MOFD) Blood Drive
at Orinda Community
Center in the Founders
Auditorium 28 Orinda
Way Orinda. Friday, Nov.
1,9 a.m. to 3 p.m. To
make an appointment,
please log on to Red-
CrossBlood.org and enter
the sponsor Code: Orinda
or call 1-800-RED-CROSS
(1-800-733-2767) Ap-
pointments are required.
Donors will receive a $10
e-gift card and will auto-
matically be entered for
a chance to win a $7,000
gift card.

Between the Mountain
and the Sky screening
Oct. 12, 4 to 5:30 p.m. at
the Lafayette Library's
Don Tatzin Community
Hall. Join international
nonprofit, BlinkNow for
a special screening of
"Between the Mountain
and the Sky," the inspir-
ing story of co-founders
Maggie Doyne and Tope
Malla’s journey to creat-
ing the organization
which serves the women
and children of Nepal.
Admission: $20, For
more information:
https://blinknow.org/
pages/film-events

Introducing the Lamor-
inda Chess Club! Come
play a few games at Eu-
ropa Hofbrau on Oct. 19
from 3 to 5:30 p.m. All
skill levels welcome! $10
minimum food or bever-
age purchase,

Bringing Back the Na-
tives 20th Anniversary
Celebration Picnic Sun-
day, Oct. 13,11 a.m. to 3
p.m. Lafayette Reservoir.
Event Cost: $10 Parking
Cost: $7 per day or $1.50
per hour. Register:
https://bit.ly/BBTN-
20thAnniv-Picnic-RSVP.
Into Jennifer Dirking at

EcoGardenista@gmail.com.

Celebrate the Lafayette
Library's 15 year an-
niversary on Oct. 19
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Fun for all ages! STEAM
Lab activities, Teen
SWELL Center crafts,
Pizza, Mister Softee,
Build Air Rockets,
Friends Corner Book
Shop Giveaways and so
much more. Free event.
www.lllcf.org/day-at-the-
library-2024

Night at the Library
Nov. Z at 6 p.m. A very
special Night at the Li-
brary you won't want to
miss. Food, fun and phil-

Not to be missed
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anthropy! Tickets now
on sale!
https:/fsecure.qgiv.com/
event/natl2024/

Czech & Sloval Festival,
Oct. 12,11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Orinda Comuunity Cen-
ter & Park, 28 Orinda
Way, Orinda. Free entry.
Bring cash for food,
drinks.

Shred papers on site at
5A Rent-A-Space, 455
Moraga Rd in Moraga.
Saturday, Oct. 12, 9 a.m.
to noon, Cost is $12 per
banker box. Support
scholarships for Lamor-
inda 8th grade girls to
attend AAUW STEM
summer camp.

Walnut Creek restau-
rant walk - Oct. 15, 5:30
to 8:30 p.m. Enjoy tastes
from 23 restaurants. $45
per ticket. Contact at jan-
cushman@comecast.net
or (925) 818-0459 for
tickets.

Orinda Parks $ Rec pre-
sents: Trunk & Treat.
Oct. 24 from 4 to 6:45
p.m. Spocktacular event
at Orinda Library Park-
ing Garage, 26 Orinda
Way, Orinda. Games,
crafts, treats, food trucks.
Register at
www.cityoforinda.org

The Walnut Creek Gar-
den Club will hold its
free monthly meeting on
Monday Oct. 14, at the
The Gardens at Heather
Farms in Walnut Creek,
1540 Marchbanks Dr.
Join for a special pro-
gram Kathryn Lincoln,
Manager: Blake Garden —
UC Berkeley. Registration
begins at 9:15 a.m., fol-
lowed by a briel meeting,
social time and an edu-
cational program, Com-
plimentary tea, coffee &
snacks are available. The
public is welcome to visit
the meeting and to be-
come a part of the Wal-
nut Creek Garden club!
For more information,
please visit:
www.WalnutCreek
GardenClub.org

Montelindo Garden
Club will have a plant
sale open to everyone
and will present “Bulbs,
Corms and Tubers: The
Whats, Whys and Hows”
with Shawna Anderson,
the Orinda Nursery's
garden expert. Advice on
how to be a good plant
parent with the plants
you have just bought at
our plant sale. Oct. 18 at
the Lafayette Library
Community Meeting
Hall, 3491 Mt, Diablo
Blvd. 9 a.m. social time,
9:30 business meeting,
10:15 a.m. speaker. Free.
See https://montelindo
garden.com/2024-
meetings.html for more
information.

Please submit
events to:
calendar@lamorinda
weekly.com

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette

Sundays at 10 a.m.
Serving Lamorinda since 1960

www.stanselms.us

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church

~deld
SZ
‘m"' [

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am

Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org
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Savory Scones with Kalamata Olives, Sun-dried Tomatoes and Feta

By Susie Iventosch

These savory scones are
so delicious and make a
wonderful dinner roll or
savory snack. Made with
Kalamata olives, sun-
dried tomatoes, feta and
blue cheese, they are the
perfect accompaniment
to chicken or lamb dishes
and fantastic in place of
French bread to go with
your next pasta dish.

I love the way the
cheese and Kalamata
olives pair in this recipe,
but you can also use
green Greek olives and
grated cheddar cheese if
you prefer those flavors.
There are any number of
combinations you can
use when making scones
whether they are sweet

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Photo Susie Iventosch

or savory, and it’s really
up to your own tastes and
imagination. When it
comes to savory scones,
another favorite of mine
is turkey bacon, sharp
cheddar, and chives and
they're great for break-
fast, lunch, or dinner.
Scones are a super easy
to make. I use my basic
scone recipe for these sa-
vory scones but cut back
on most of sugar and all
the vanilla before adding
the savory ingredients:
cheese, olives and sun-
dried tomatoes.

The key to making
good scones is to have
your butter really cold
and to handle the dough
as little as possible. T

grate or cut the butter
into very small pieces be-
fore even adding it to the
flour mixture, and then
use a pastry cutter to cut
it into the dries. If you
don’t own a pastry cutter,
don’t worry, you can use
your fingertips to cut the
butter into the flour by
rubbing it and crumbling
the butter into the dries.
Some people freeze the
butter first and then
grate it with a cheese
grater to get the pieces of
butter super small before
cutting them into the
flour. Also, chilling the
cut scones for about 10-
20 minutes on the baking
sheet in the refrigerator
before baking them
makes for a nice flaky
scone.

I normally use 2%
milk for our scones, but
cream or half and half
also work beautifully if
you can handle the fat
content. We have scones
quite often, so we prefer
to go with milk. Some-
times, we use buttermilk
in our scones, too, and
that offers up a slightly
tangier flavor. It's really
up to you as to which
dairy product you prefer
in your scones. I have yet
to try making them with
an alternative milk like
almond or oat milk. I
imagine those would
work well for sweet
scones, but not so sure
about the savory
versions.

Whenever possible, I
make a big batch of
SCOnes so we can eat
some now and freeze
some for serving later;

925-377-0977
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they last for several
months in the freezer.
When you're ready to
serve them, remove them
from the freezer, and re-
heat them on a low oven

temperature, or in the
toaster oven until heated
through and a little bit
crispy on the top and
edges. They also hold up
well in the refrigerator

for several days in an air-
tight container. There’s
nothing quite like a cup
of tea or coffee and a
scone if a friend stops by
for a visit!

INGREDIENTS

2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour

1 tsp. baking soda

2 tsp. cream of tartar

1/2 tsp. salt

1 tsp. granulated sugar

4 oz. butter, chilled and cut into

small 1/4-inch pieces

3/4 cup Kalamata olives, halved or

quartered

1/3 cup sun-dried tomatoes, chopped

1/4 cup crumbled blue cheese

1/4 cup crumbled feta cheese

3/4 (+/-) cup milk, or cream, or half and half - your choice

1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese (for topping)

DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 425F. Prepare a baking sheet with cooking spray or parchment
paper.

Sift flour, salt, baking soda and cream of tartar into a bowl. Stir in sugar, Using
a pastry cutter or cold fingertips, cut the butter pieces into the dries until the pieces
of butter are like small peas.

Stir in the sun-dried tomatoes, Kalamata olives, blue cheese, and feta. Mix
well. Add milk all at once and mix just until integrated. You may need slightly more
milk, depending upon the flour you use, so just have a little bit handy. It's better to
need to add a little more, than to have added too much. But, if you do accidentally
add too much, simply sift in a little more flour until you get to a good dough consis-
tency that is not too wet or too dry.

Turn dough onto floured cloth or board and gather into a ball. You may need to
absorb a little of the extra flour for this step, but be careful to not over handle your
dough — use a light touch. Roll the dough ball out to about 1 1/4 inch in thickness.
Cut dough into 8 triangles for large scones, or 12 triangles for smaller scones. Or,
you can also use a hiscuit cutter dipped in flour if you prefer round scones.

Place scones on prepared baking sheet and evenly distribute the Parmesan
cheese over the tops of each scone, Refrigerate the scones for 10-20 minutes before
baking. This lets the butter firm up, resulting in a flakier pastry.

Remove scones from the refrigerator and bake for approximately 12-14 min-
utes, or until the tops begin
to turn golden-brown and
Parmesan is beginning to
brown. Remove from oven
and eat hot, or at room
temperature, or store in an
airtight container. You can
also freeze the scones in a
baggie or airtight container
for serving later.

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com, This recipe
can be found on our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com If you
would like to share your favorite
recipe with Susie please contact her
by email or call our office at (925)
377-0977. Or visit
https:/ftreksandbites.com

Conversations with Your Aging Parents About Organizing and

Downsizing for the Future
By Jennifer Raftis, CPO®

Jennifer Raftis and her mom,Pat Cox

As our parents age, the
conversation about
downsizing can become
a necessary yet sensitive
topic. For many elderly
individuals, the thought
of leaving their longtime
home and parting with
cherished possessions
can be overwhelming.
While not all seniors
need or want fo down-
size, it's important to
start planning for the
next chapter, having
conversations that will
approach this topic with
sensitivity, empathy, and
practicality. This subject
is particularly personal
to me as my mother (my
favorite person in the
entire world) and I had
to have this conversation
just a few years ago.
Here's a guide to help
you and your parents
navigate these important
discussions.

Timing

Timing can be crucial
when bringing up the
subject of downsizing. It
can be helpful to choose
a time when your par-
ents are relaxed and not
preoccupied with other
stressors. Avoid dis-
cussing this topic during
holidays or family gath-
erings, which can al-
ready be emotionally

charged. A quiet, private
setting where everyone
feels comfortable will fa-
cilitate a more open and
honest conversation.
Understanding

Begin the conversation
by acknowledging the
emotional weight of the
situation. Recognize that
downsizing can feel like
losing a part of their
identity and past. Ex-
press your understand-
ing of their feelings and
reassure them that
you're there to support
them through every step
of the process.

Benefits

Highlighting the benefits
of downsizing, focusing
on the positive aspects is
very important. If they
are downsizing to move,
talk about how a
smaller, more manage-
able space can lead to
less maintenance, lower
expenses, and increased
safety. It can even give
them a chance to be
closer to family, friends,
or medical facilities. A
retirement community
can be a social game
changer for your parents
(especially if they don’t
drive).

Collaboration

This conversation is the
starting point of what

Photo provided

your parents want and
need at this stage of their
life. Are they having
health issues, physical or
mental? Are they aware
of their issues? Maybe
the adult children are
starting to get concerned
but the parents are not
seeing the problems.
Again, timing and sensi-
tivity are the key factors
here.

Options and Solutions
If the children are con-
cerned about the safety
of their parents remain-
ing in their home alone,
starting a solution based
conversation is helpful.
Some of the topics could
cover their health care
needs, transportation
and social needs going
forward. Are they still
able to drive to medical
appointments? Do they
need some sort of med-
ical alert fall device? Do
they want to remain in
their home or move to a
community? There are
solutions for both that
can be discussed with
patience and emotional
support. Listen to their
concerns, validate their
feelings, and be pre-
pared for moments of
resistance or sadness.
Reassure them that it’s
okay to feel emotional
and that you're there to
help them navigate their
decisions whether they
choose to stay in their
home or to downsize
and relocate.

Seek Professional
Guidance

A Certified Professional
Organizer® (CPO®) can
help with move manage-
ment details, consign-
ment/donation options,
floor planning and
hauling as well as sort-
ing through all items in
the home. I have been in
many situations that in-
volve working with the

adult children and their
parents as a neutral
third party who can ease
emotional burdens.

If your parents decide to
stay in their home, you
can have an agency
come and assess the
safety aspects of the
roorms and can offer so-
lutions for aging needs,
such as ramps, grab
bars, and fall alert sys-
tems. California Depart-
ment of Aging - These
services are provided lo-
cally by the Area Agen-
cies of Aging (AAA),
Medi-Cal Community
Based Adult Services
(CBAS),
www.aging.ca.gov

Are you worried that
making changes might
he expensive? You may
be able to get help pay-
ing for repairs and
safety updates to your
home. Check with your
state housing finance
agency, social services
department, community
development groups, or
the federal government
for financial aid pro-
grams and discounts.

If your parents decide to
move to a community,
there are agencies that
will take your parents to
several communities to
visit in person. I have
been working with
Bryan at Care Placement
Advisors for 8 years and
he is amazing, Bryan
Riddle at bryan@care-
placementadvisors.com.
Another great local
agency that serves the
Bay Area is Exceptional
Senior Placement owned
by David and Rachel Co-
hen, you can reach
David at david@esenior
placement.com.
Conversations with your
aging parents regquire a
balance of empathy, pa-
tience and practical sup-
port. By approaching the

confidence. Remember,
the goal is to ensure
their comfort, safety and
happiness as they em-
bark on this new chapter
of their lives.

subject with sensitivity
and collaboration with
the decision-making
process, you can help
them navigate this sig-
nificant transition with

Professional Organizer, Jennifer
Raftis, CPO® founded Efficiency
Matters, LLC to help you with all of
your organizing needs for your
home and business. She is a Certi-
fied Professional Organizer and an
active board member with NAPO,
National Association of Productiv-
ity and Organizing Professionals.
She is also an independent repre-
sentative for The Container Store
and has expertise in designing
closets, garages, pantries, play-
rooms and more. In addition, she is
a Corporate Organizing and Pro-
ductivity Consultant and has
worked with Fortune 500 compa-
nies across the U.S. Another large part of her business is move
management especially working with seniors who are down-
sizing. She and her hushand have lived in Moraga for 30 years,
raising 3 kids and working countless volunteer hours with
many local non-profit organizations and schools, Jennifer@ef-
ficiencymattersllc.com, 925-698-3756
www.efficiencymatterslle.com

TREKS & BITES SPICE BLENDS
“TASTE THE ADVENTURE IN EVERY BOTTLE"

e ;

Available at Diablo Foods in the Spice Section
or @ treksandbites.com
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Nationally ranked women’s water polo teams
pointing to post-season

By Jon Kingdon

The competition for the
Lamorinda girls' water
polo teams is no longer
just between themselves.
Between them, they have
played a number of na-
tionally ranked teams 1-
Sacred Heart Prep, 4-
Arroyo Grande, 13-
Carondolet, Leland-14,
15-Tamalpais, 17-Soquel,
and 25-Clovis with Cam-
polindo, Acalanes, and
Miramonte ranked 2, 6
and 10, respectively.
“With so many competi-
tive teams, it’s great for
our sport and our area,”
Campolindo Head Coach
Kim Everist said.
CAMPOLINDO

Campolindo has
started off strongly, win-
ning 11 of their first 14
games, with two of the
losses comingagainst Sa-
cred Heart Prep and Ar-
royo Grande

The Cougars have
had big wins over Clovis
and Tamalpais but took
particular satisfaction
over breaking a long los-
ing streak to Miramonte
with a 9-4 win in their
third game of the season.

“The girls played a
great game,” Head Coach
Kim Everist said. “We
didn’t jump into the
pool, but it was satisfy-
ing. We have been car-
rying that weight for a
while, so it was good to
break that streak and
since it was at the
Acalanes tournament, it
immediately became a
non-conversation for us
and received a lot of
congratulations from all
over.” Campolindo has
since extended their
streak over Miramonte
to two.

With only four se-
niors but nine juniors,
Everist had to make
some adjustments. “We

Stone scoring a goal

Photos Kamber Briones

lost some key players
from last year,” she said.
“A number of our play-
ers are doing a lot of dif-
ferent things, but this
team is very adaptable
with different centers so
it’s hard for teams to fig-
ure out who our scorers
are going to be and that
gives us an edge. The
team has a great work
ethic and will do what-
ever it takes to have a
really successful
season.”

Everist is looking for
total team involvement:
“Everyone is going fo be
involved and it's going to
take all seven people in
the pool to make great
things happen, and that
is going to help us as we
go through the season
because you can’t just
isolate one or two of our
players.”

Sophomore Lily Hol-
loway is leading the
team in goals and steals,
and is second in assists.
“Lily is fast as lightning
and has embraced her
role as our sprinter,”
Everist said. “She is a
tremendous counterat-
tack player with a good
sense of the game and
can make passes across
the goal. She wants to do
big things and has
stepped into that role.”

Senior Nikki Frazier
plays on the 4-5 side and
is leading the team in
assists. “Nikki is able to
read the game and is a
great passer,” Everist
said. “It's going to take
everybody to want to be
a scorer and want to play
really good defense and
they've shown that
they’'re up for the
challenge.”

Campolindo is using
a press defense and is
led by center/defender

Acalanes goalie Adelyn Horciza a séife

Ainsley Hogan, who

she is doing good work

along with Ella Binney, for her teammates and
Avery Sullivan, and has evolved in that way.
freshman Louise Walls, She is also aggressive on
all have double figures defense with great in-

in steals. So far, our
steals (101), as a team
have been greater than
our turnovers and that's
a positive stat for us.”

Last year’s DAL out-
standing goalie junior
Sydney Kring is still a
major force in the goal
and has a very effective
backup in junior Addie
Wen. “We're very strong
in the goal with Sidney
and Addy,” Everist said.
“Addy had a great year
in club and summer and
she and Sydney have
split time fairly equally,
and we're making it
work” Everist said.

“To ultimately be suc-
cessful, we have to keep
working on both ends of
the pool and tightening
up our defense, and we
have to take advantage
of our counterattacks,”
Everist added.
ACALANES

With a roster with as
many freshmen as they
have seniors - four -- the
Acalanes roster is well
represented with each
high school class and has
a 11-2 won-loss record to
go along with it.

The team is led by
junior Ella Del Rosario,
who was first team all-
league and is leading the
team in goals (55), assists
(17), steals (26) and
shooting percentage
(63.8).

"Ella’s motor is un-
believable,” said Head
Coach Misha Buchel.
“She knows that she is
going to be double and
triple teamed and does
not get frustrated when
she is not getting the ball
because she knows that

stincts which is why she
has so many steals.”

Sophomore Finley
Graff played a lot last
season and is the team’s
second leading scorer.
“Finley is fantastic of-
fensively and we've used
her in defensive
matchups because she
has really grown in her
understanding of how to
play on the defensive
side,” Buchel said.

Junior Olivia Whip-
ple has been very effec-
tive as the team’s center
defender. “Olivia is
someone that is effective
using her quickness and
agility,” Buchel stated.

There is particularly
good depth in the net.
Sophomore Adelyn Hor-
ciza, who was second
team all-league last year,
has improved her game
in all areas. “Adelyn has
great intelligence and
ability,” Buchel said.
“She is aggressive and
will get her share of
steals and is looking to
get the ball down the
end of the pool.” Horciza
already has four assists
this season.

Levand Koopah is
the only senior among
the team’s first seven
scorers. “Levand loves to
score and does a good
job in setting herself up
and gets out on the
counterattack, along
with being a great leader
on the team,” praised
Buchel.

With such a young
team, Buchel made it a
point to back end the
Don’s schedule to allow
the team to mature
through the start of the

season though playing
the highly ranked Sacred
Heart Prep. The game
showed the team that
there was certainly room
for improvement, but
they are still capable of
playing head-to-head
with any of their
opponents.
MIRAMONTE

It’s been an unchar-
acteristically slow start
for Miramonte with a
ten and five record,
though the five losses
have come the teams
ranked 1-2-4 in the na-
tion: Sacred Heart Prep,
Campolindo (2), and Ar-
royo Grande (2).

“We are starting to
turn it around but it
takes time to get our
players back on board in
how we play, and we
have to get better every
day individually and as a
team,” said Head Coach
John Roemer. “I’s super
challenging with all of
the top competition.
They're playing hard but
I told them that we need
to play better.”

This is an experi-
enced team with eight
starting seniors but
brings a great deal of
depth and experience
with the underclassmen
getting their share of
playing time.

The offense is led by
Aly Larsen (25 goals)
who is headed to UCLA,
Audrina King (10 goals,
11 assists), going to Indi-
ana, left-handed Allison
Sagara, leading the teamn
with 29 assists, also
headed to UCLA, Bea
Hearey, (23 goals) and
Marta Maninetti (18
goals 8 assists).

“Audrina is our best
five-meter shooter and
has a high-water polo
1Q,” Roemer said. “Allion

Sara Williams lining up her shot

is who we go through,
and she calls out things.
Bea is a good driver, su-
per smart, gets high on
her legs, is fast and
makes everything go.
And Marta is super ag-
gressive on the counter
and in guarding as a
perimeter defender and
gets her steals.”

Sophomores
Grayson Menard, Bella
Beaver, Ilinca Gaitanaru,
Hannah Gardner, and
freshman Jemimah
Hearey will all be getting
playing time this year as
well. Roemer also made
it a point to acknowledge
the play of junior Kate
Liu: “Kate is our most
improved player from
last season. She gets up
on her legs and is really
accurate and really
wants to be good. She
just needs to still work
on her defense.”

Seniors Eliana Bot-
tene and Charlee Spence
have good experience in
the goal, and sophomaore
Avery Schilling was just
brought up from the [.V.
and is providing good
depth.

“We've gotten into
good shape and we're
using a nine-person ro-
tation this year,” Roemer
said. “We have a very
good JV team that played
in a tournament sepa-
rately from our varsity
and we both made it to
the final game, but we
opted to let two other
teams play in our stead.”

The team is still im-
proving; when asked
when he anticipates it
reaching its potential,
Roemer said “I see it
happening at the end of
the season though we
may lose some games as
we continue to
improve.”

Submit sports stories and story ideas to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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East Bay Tree Service
Tree removal, stump removal,

Juniper removal to meet
fire regulations.
925-377-TREE

Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

entropically.com

MATH & SCIENCE TUTOR
20+years of experience.
Tairi Nishizawa 510-332-9864
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Custom Quahty Fencing
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. ‘m 925.938-9836

"KEN’S

REDWOOD FENCING

A5 NC
WE HOP TOIT!

* Good Neighbor Fence

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING

Ken'’s Rototilling
4-wheel-drive

Tractor

Hillside Weed Cutting

& Brush Removal

To Fire Dept. Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

« Deer Fencing

* Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

* Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$21 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com
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Lamorinda Volleyball heading into competitive league season
By Jon Kingdon
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Miramonte Sena Hens #33 Photo Tomas Amanda Roach #12
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Sofia Swett #88 Sineds Stone #11 Ava Rogers #17
CAMPOLINDO speed but overall, “The idea was to learn with junior Sophia Terry  and is really confident when we need a point.
With the usual diffi- Amelia’s doing a good what is Acalanes volley- (70 kills). Ames is also and not afraid to take Our main plan on of-

cult early season sched-
ule, Campolindo began
the season losing four of
its first six games, but as
its wont, the Cougars
have rebounded by win-
ning 15 of their next 19
matches.

“We're working and
we're building,” said
Coach David Chen.
“We've got the compo-
nents and the pieces, but
we just have to continue
to learn how to compete
and fight.”

The team has only
five seniors, with five ju-
niors, three sophomores,
and one freshman, but is
not short of leaders,
Chen said: “We have
good leadership because
you don’t necessarily
have to be a senior to be
a leader.”

The leaders on of-
fense have been senior
Aveya Stone and junior
Mia Walloch. “Aveya is
our strongest hitter on
the outside and has the
most experience on the
team,” Chen said. “We
have been depending on
both of them too much,
s0 we're trying to diver-
sify and create more
depth to avoid a week-
end where we were
short of players due to
illness and other
reasons.”

Freshman Amelia
Knutson, as the team’s
setter, brings natural ex-
perience to the team,
having had two older
sisters who played for
Campolindo. “Amelia
carries herself in a way
that’s very poised for an
underclassman,” Chen
said. “We're trying to get
our other setters up to

j0b<”

Senior Gia Okulicz
became a libero last sea-
son and has made a suc-
cessful transition to the
position. “Gia is stepping
into her own,” Chen said.
“It took her a little time
to get used to the new
position and now she is
doing great.”

With the team’s im-
proved record, Chen is
hoping for the team to
keep stepping up its
game: “We're still look-
ing for the team to come
together and without
that you don’t have the
drive in the right direc-
tion yet, but we’ll get it.
The key to our success is
to be consistent on the
court and in our mental
approach. You can't
change yourself. You
can’t change anything
overnight; it's just rising
to the occasion.”
ACALANES

Acalanes Head
Coach Haley Walsh
wanted to know where
her team stood right
from the start, with a
tournament in late Au-
gust where they played
seven matches in two
days: “We wanted to
stack our schedule be-
cause of the new North
Coast Sectional model,
which is a competitive
equity model. Based on
that, we would have
been the bottom of D1
last year. We decided to
play tough teams and ei-
ther proved we belong in
D1 or in another
division.”

It proved to be a
learning experience for
Walsh and the team,
now with a 12-11 record.

ball and where do we
rank in competing with
the other programs in
our area,” Walsh said.
“We’ve found some
pretty good things. We're
serving tough, taking ag-
gressive rips, getting
teams out of their system
and we're not intimi-
dated when they re-
spond. In the past, our
players did have some
kind of self-doubt about
whether they deserved
to be there.”

Most of that self-
doubt dissipated with a
victory over Campolindo
3-2 on Sept. 19, their first
win over the Cougars in
the last 20 seasons as
recorded by MaxPreps.
“In that game, we really
showed the skills that
we're excelling at, and
the girls wanted to show
what they had been
working on all season,”
said Walsh.

The roster has only
five seniors, with 13 ju-
niors and three sopho-
mores. “What's great is
that this year, two of our
seniors have been on
varsity for three and
four years, so they know
what we've been work-
ing towards, and now,
we have the pieces that
we need to play the
game at a high level
while acclimating the ju-
niors and sophomores to
the competitive level on
the varsity and seeing
how they are going to
help the program,”
Walsh said.

The offense has been
led seniors Addie Ames
(70 kills), Annie Baker
(67 kills), and Maelin
Mason (53 kills), along

second on the team in
digs and Baker is the
team’s leading blocker.
“Addi spent a lot of time
in the off-season work-
ing on defense and fa-
miliarizing herself as an
outside hitter, which
shows in the moves and
reads she’s making, and
she has also been so suc-
cessful on defense, it’s
hard to pull her from the
court,” Walsh said.

“Sophia also worked
really hard in the off-
season working on her
blocking mechanics. She
has been very successful
on the front row, espe-
cially in the schemes
we're implementing to
shut down our oppo-
nents' hitters. Sopho-
more Sydney Scovic had
a huge acclimation pe-
riod coming up from the
JV and has earned the
starting role on the
frontline with her block-
ing and attacks, and on
the backline as a really
strong server.”

Mason and setter
Emma Seelenbacher
have taken on the lead-
ership roles on the team.
“They have both worked
really hard this season
as senior leaders and in
our victory over Cam-
polindo - at tight points
in the game, they did a
great job in making sure
the team stuck together
and held their team-
mates accountable in the
key moments of the
match,” Walsh said.

Stella Larkin, who
played JV last season, is
the team’s libero, leading
the team with 131 digs.
“Stella has been able to
handle the faster pace

digs from players that
will be playing at Divi-
sion I colleges,” Walsh
said.

Walsh is confident as
the team heads into the
latter half of the season:
“We’re looking to main-
tain our strong serves
and keep up our positive
attacking percentage,
and we're going to be a
surprise for a lot of
teams to face later in the
season.”

MIRAMONTE

So far, it’s been a
year of streaks for Mira-
monte, starting the sea-
son off with five straight
wins, but since then they
have not been able to
break a ten-match losing
streak. “We are a fairly
young team and we're
still learning about each
other,” Head Coach
Leslie Ray said. “This
year we had 25 fresh-
men come out so we're
really in the develop-
mental stages in every
area. We are learning
from each match, and
we anticipate constantly
getting better. Our
record does not indicate
how much better we've
gotten throughout the
season. We have some
upperclassmen that are
on varsity for the first
time and the intensity is
just different from play-
ing JV the year before.”

The leaders on of-
fense have been Sena
Hens on the outside and
Amanda Roach in the
middle. “Sena is the one
that shuts the game
down, putting the balls
away,” Ray said.
“Amanda has been our
go to middle scorer

fense is to make sure we
find the floor. We’re not
as bhig as other teams so
we can’'t be that all-
power team. We have to
be a team that finds ar-
eas on the court to score.
We're still looking to get
our offense together. Our
service team and our
defensive line are both
pretty good, but we need
to be more consistent at
the net, putting the ball
over and finding spots
and ways to score.”

“Miramonte has pri-
marily been using a 6-2
offense and will also use
a 5-1 offense. With the 6-
2 offense, the setters be-
come all that more im-
portant to the team,” Ray
said. “We are using
Maddie Yun and Anna
Ryan in the 6-2 offense
and Maddie is our
starter with the 5-1 and
they have both been do-
ing a great job as
setters.”

Senior Sofia Swett is
the starting libero and
freshman Chelsea Dao
has also seen playing
time. “Chelsea is doing
well and still adjusting to
coming off the bench,”
Ray said. “Sofia and Sena
Hens have been our key
players on defense.”

Ball control is some-
thing that Ray feels is es-
sential for the team to
ultimately be successful:
“It’s hard to stop a team
that can actually make
sure they execute the
pass. It's a matter of
making the right set ups
and effectively executing
the first touch on the ball
which leads to the sec-
ond and third touch.”

Karate Championships
Submitted by Karate & Fitness USA - Lafayette

Karate & Fitness USA partici-
pated in the LA Fiestas 51st an-
nual invitational Karate Champi-
onships in September in Los An-
geles. Athletes participated from
all over the World. KFPUSA ath-
letes aged 4yrs. - Adults com-
peted. The growing sport for

place.

boys and girls to compete locally,
regionally, nationally and on the
World Stage. Karate is scheduled
to be in the 2032 Olympics in
Australia. Athletes returned
home with 27 Trophies, 11 first
place; 8 second place and 8 third

Photos provided

Andrew

1st Place Kata (forms)

1st Place Kumite (sparring)
1st Place Kobudo (weapons)

Ara

1st Place Kumite (sparring) 13-14yrs
1st Place Kumite (sparring) 15-17yrs.

playing up

2nd Place Kata (forms)
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Piedmont Makers’ youth robotics program grows to over 100 teams
Submitted by Alya Hameed
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The FIRST LEGO League Explore team “Happy
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Robots kicks off their season

Nearly 700 K-12 students
from Piedmont and the
East Bay, including Lam-
orinda, are participating
in youth robotics pro-
grams organized by
Piedmont Makers this
fall. Robotics has become
the largest non-sports
activity in Piedmont, af-
ter Scouting, as Pied-
mont Makers continue to
use robotics to inspire
youth to be innovators
and creative problem
solvers in 5.T.E.A.M.
Participants hail from 20
other cities across the
East Bay, including Oak-
land, Berkeley, Alameda,
Moraga, Orinda, and
Lafayette, with Lamor-

inda students accounting
for nearly 10% of
participants.

Over 200 parent
coaches and student
mentors from across the
community have volun-
teered to lead teams.
Piedmont Makers has
also hired Moraga resi-
dent Alya Hameed as a
FIRST LEGO League Pro-
gram Manager. Over the
summer, Hameed
worked tirelessly to co-
ordinate with families
and coaches to form
over 100 teams (includ-
ing 10 new teams in
Lamorinda) and secured
the equipment for the
season, which kicked off

925-377-0977
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the mission models at their first practice

in August.

This December,
Piedmont Makers will
host its largest-ever ro-
botics tournament at
Piedmont Middle School,
transforming it into
“Piedmont Makersville”
for two days of innova-
tion projects, robotics
competitions, and Maker
fun. FLL Challenge
teams (grades 4-8) will
compete for the Cham-
pion’s Award, given to
the team excelling in ro-
bot performance, robot
design, innovation pro-
ject, and core values. The
weekend will also fea-
ture the FLL Explore
Expo, a showcase of pro-

jects from the youngest
roboticists and will be
open to the community
to attend.

Teams have already
kicked off their seasons,
inspired by this year’s
theme of ocean explo-
ration. For the youngest
students (grades K-3) in
the FIRST LEGO League
Explore division, prac-
tices have combined
ocean activities with
LEGO building and pro-
gramming. Their season
will culminate in De-
cember’s Explore Expo,
where all the teams will
present their final
ocean-themed LEGO
models and poster pro-

Photos prﬁ\rided

jects to each other and
the community.

FLL Challenge teams
(grades 4-8) build au-
tonomous robots with
LEGO Spike kits to solve
15 different LEGO mis-
sions on a tabletop field.
They also need to re-
search a problem tied to
this season’s ocean
theme and propose a so-
lution that they present
to a panel of adult judges
as part of the Innovation
Project. “It's a great way
to practice your creativ-
ity!” says Ryan Morrison,
PMS 7th grader. A record
37 teams are competing
at the Challenge level
this season, which rep-
resents 50% year-over-
year growth. Their sea-
son kicked off at the be-
ginning of August and
teams are now building
and brainstorming the
best strategies to solve
the season’s challenges.
Teams will next meet in
a robot scrimmage in
October and project
scrimmage in November
before the Community
Tournament in
December.

This past Saturday
morning, FIRST Tech
Challenge teams (grades
7-12) gathered in the
Ross Engineering Lab at
Piedmont High to watch
the grand reveal of this
season’s “Into the Deep”
challenge. Piedmont’s
FTC division has grown
to eight teams this year

Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024

with over 60 kids.
Coached by parents and
mentored by FIRST Ro-
botics Challenge teamn
members, each team will
design and build a
driver-controlled robot
18 inches in each di-
mension that competes
on a 12 foot square
field.The teams will face
off in a Piedmont scrim-
mage in October, and
then compete against
other Bay Area teams in
regional tournaments.
Piedmont Makers is
hosting a regional FTC
tournament in January
2025.

At the end of Sep-
tember, Highlander Ro-
botics Team 8033 will
compete in the presti-
gious Chezy Champs
event at Bellarmine Prep
in San Jose. This compe-
tition attracts top teams
from across the country
and around the world
including many from the
Bay Area. For example,
one of the teams from
last season’s world
championship winning
alliance — Orbit from Is-
rael -- will be competing
at the event. 8033 also is
very much in the con-
versation securing a di-
vision finalist finish at
2024 Worlds making it a
Top 50 team in the
world. If you want to ex-
perience high school ro-
botics at a truly elite
level, please attend Sep-
tember 27-29!

For more information on Piedmont Makers

Robotics, please visit

www.piedmontmakers.org/robotics or email
robotics@piedmontmakers.org.

SHOP ORINDA

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair Stucco Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, GOOGLE & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Shop Orinda!
At the NEW and LIKE NEW
Consignment Store Boutique

Zamboni’s

PIZZA COMPANY

1 CAMINO SOBRANTE (925) 254-2800
Across the street from Orinda Safeway

PROUDLY SERVING

Thin Crust Pizza
Deep Dish Pizza
Calzones
Fresh Salads

Pizza by the slice available at
LUNCH 11AM - 4PM

OPEN DAILY 11AM -9PM

LOCAL DELIVERY ALWAYS AVAILABLE ($2.50)

Stop by for your
next favorite

book

Serving Lamorinda since 1976

Books for All
Ages

276 Village Square,
Orinda

925 - 254 - 7606
S Open Mon. - Sat., 10:00 - 5:00

Watch for Shop Moraga Oct. 23

Call for Advertising 925.377.0977

Orinda’s Lowest Gas Prices

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Mon -Sat5am-12 am;
Sun6am-11pm
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Licensed #805794, insured

Call 925-377-8733 for FREE Estimate

Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

Park Place &

WEALTH ADVISORS, INC.
A Registered Investment Advisor
® Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
¢ Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding
401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ® 925-254-7766
Securities offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services

offered through Park Place Wealth Advisors, Inc. Osaic Wealth is separately owned and other entities
and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are i of Osaic Wealth.




Yamorinda

OUR HOMES

Volume 18 Issue 17

Lamorinda Weekly

Single family homes sold in Q3
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The Real Estate Quarter in Review

... read on Page OH4

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Endless Summer
By Cynthia Brian

- \‘.._ :
4 g . T W\ y _",“'_,: (
Manzanita is a native shrub. Photos Cynthia Brian

“Magnificent Autumn... It is the funeral anthem of the dying year.” Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow

When I was young, I was a surfer girl. I spent many weekends
catching waves in Santa Cruz, Bolinas, and Hawaii. My favorite movie
was The Endless Summer. I dreamt of traveling the globe in search of
the perfect ride.

Today, I surf gardening catalogs and magazines looking for the
waves of new plant species and hardy specimens that are deer-resistant
and drought-tolerant to thrive in our clay soils.

The first few days of autumn were refreshing. The cooler tempera-
tures prompted me to start digging and enhancing the soil as I antici-
pated the joys of fall plantings. But Mother Nature had other plans and
decided to shower us with an endless summer of sizzling sunshine and
stifling nights. The winds have been so ferocious that I awoke to my pa-
tio umbrellas blown across my backyard. Until recent years, summer
has always been a favorite season, but as our globe warms, an endless
summer portends a major drought in the future. While the East Coast
suffers from torrential rains, hurricanes, floods, and tornadoes, the
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Tomato vines intermingle with Jacobinia Justica Carnea.

West Coast endures another heat wave and increased risk of deadly
wildfires.

As temperatures soared to 103 degrees, our street suffered a fire hy-
drant leak this week, resulting in our neighborhood’s water being shut
off for twenty-four hours without warning. It was disconcerting to turn
on the tap with no drip available. My empathy for those anguishing in
disaster areas and war zones soared when water and basic necessities
are unavailable. Water is life.

Before I provide tips on drought-tolerant plants that you may wish
to include in your landscape, I want to remind you that although fire
season in California is considered year-round, October is an especially
monstrous month for wildfires. Make sure you have your home Go-Bag
up-to-date and ready to go in the event of an emergency. It's a smart
idea to keep an additional Go-Bag in your car in case you get stranded
and can’t make it home.

... continued on Page OH8
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IF | HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784
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4| Bobolink Rd, Orinda

Sale Pending in 7 days
Sold over asking

Represented Seller

45 Bobolink Rd, Orinda

Sale Pending in 9 days
Sold over asking

Represented Seller =l K i
VLATKA CAN HELPYOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

2024 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker” is a reqistered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License £ 01908304

Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 12 $499,000 $6,500,000
MORAGA 7 $463,500 $1,715,000
ORINDA 16 $1,228,000 $3,000,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Meither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

1189 Bacon Way, $1,350,000, 2 Bdrms, 1722 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 08-28-24

4200 Canyon Road, $6,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 5990 SqFt, 2002 YrBIt, 08-26-24,
Previous Sale: $895,000, 02-22-00

4153 Hidden Valley Road, $1,575,000, 3 Bdrms, 1241 SqFt, 1945 YrBlt,
08-26-24, Previous Sale: $1,065,000, 07-06-18

210 Lafayette Circle #101, $499,000, 1 Bdrms, 567 SqFt, 2021 YrBlt, 08-27-24
839 Las Trampas Road, $2,850,000, 4 Bdrms, 1711 SqFt, 1953 YrBIt, 08-30-24,
Previous Sale: $900,000, 01-17-23

493 Mcbride Drive, $1,700,000, 3 Bdrms, 2467 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 08-27-24
3268 Park Lane, $1,690,000, 3 Bdrms, 2097 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 08-29-24,
Previous Sale: $1,160,000, 01-18-24

1681 Pleasant Hill Road, $1,701,000, 5 Bdrms, 2852 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 08-27-24,
Previous Sale: $726,000, 07-11-12

3500 School Street, $1,725,000, 2 Bdrms, 1699 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 08-30-24
3744 Sundale Road, $870,000, 2 Bdrms, 771 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 09-03-24,
Previous Sale: $735,000, 08-27-20

1209 Upper Happy Valley Road, $2,635,000, 4 Bdrms, 2939 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt,
08-30-24, Previous Sale: $525,000, 06-01-87

917 Webb Lane, $4,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 4242 SqFt, 1941 YrBIt, 09-06-24
MORAGA

502 Augusta Drive, $1,665,500, 3 Bdrms, 2486 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 09-06-24,
Previous Sale: $1,030,000, 01-03-07

1375 Camino Peral #A, $596,000, 2 Bdrms, 951 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 08-30-24,
Previous Sale: $550,000, 06-17-21

282 Paseo Bernal, $1,175,000, 3 Bdrms, 2044 SqFt, 1978 YrBIt, 08-29-24,
Previous Sale: $1,060,000, 05-30-23

249 Rheem Boulevard, $1,715,000, 3 Bdrms, 1810 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 08-28-24,
Previous Sale: $1,800,000, 06-07-22

259 Rheem Boulevard, $1,022,000, 3 Bdrms, 1456 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 09-06-24
8 Silvia Court, $1,595,000, 4 Bdrms, 2467 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 09-03-24

809 Villa Lane #3, $463,500, 2 Bdrms, 952 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 08-28-24
ORINDA

10 Corte Del Rey, $1,710,000, 4 Bdrms, 1823 SqFt, 1957 YrBIt, 08-28-24

38 El Gavilan Road, $1,660,000, 4 Bdrms, 2702 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 08-26-24,
Previous Sale: $1,350,000, 04-01-20

15 Glorietta Court, $1,835,000, 3 Bdrms, 1845 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 08-30-24,
Previous Sale: $1,390,000, 05-24-19

639 Miner Road, $1,228,000, 2 Bdrms, 2396 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 09-06-24

4 Sager Court, $3,000,000, 5 Bdrms, 3415 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 09-03-24, Previous
Sale; $925,000, 07-17-07

24 Southwood Drive, $3,000,000, 5 Bdrms, 3823 SqFt, 1939 YrBIt, 08-30-24,
Previous Sale: $1,015,000, 01-03-05



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

WWW.DUDUM.COM

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DREs 01917597
BRICKMAN &
WOOLSEY

925.351.5049

DREE 01932112 [/ 01914797

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JILL BALAZS

925.804.0200

DRE# 02038790

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

L

925.818.5500

DRE#® 01290985

LORI LEGLER
. -

g

925.286.1244

DRE# 0DBOS732

ACTIVE JUST LISTED

3308 BERTA LANE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,195,000
WENDY MEANS | 415.690.6037

850 LAS TRAMPAS ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $3,195,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

3353 BETTY LANE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,450,000
JANE SMITH | 925.9981914

ACTIVE

4018 WOODSIDE COURT, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,573,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

ACTIVE

311 FERNWOOD DRIVE, MORAGA
CALL FOR PRICE
MATT MCLEOD | 925.465.6500

OFFERED AT $1,650,000
JANE SMITH | 925.998.1914

JUST LISTED

1217 SKYCREST DRIVE, #2, ROSSMOOR
OFFERED AT $865,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

11 GALEN DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,395,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

CALL FOR PRICE
COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

PENDING

17 HAMMOND PLACE, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $1,600,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.465.6500

351 MASTERS COURT, #1, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $543,000
RACHEL DREYER | 415.990.1672

OFFERED FOR $649,000
L. LEGLER&C. HATA | 925.286.1244

COLOMBANA

MATT MCLEOD RACHEL DREYER GROUP RUTH EDDY SHELLEY RUHMAN SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

DRES 01970768

510.506.1351

DREANBOZE0

9252127617

DRE# 01320608

925.464.6500

DRE# Q1310057

4159901672

DRES 01934561

925.878.8047

DRE# 01979180

925.788.5449

DRE# 01313819

& k. 4

BEN MARSHALL

415.521.9206

DRE# 01916157

CAROLYN WAY

925.890.4115

DREz 00947460

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JOY WIEHN

4153771884

DREH 02047712

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

WENDY MEANS

415.690.6037

DRE# OM13149
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The Real Estate Quarter in Review

By Conrad Bassett, CRP, GMS-T

The third quarter of 2024 showed consis-
tency in the volume of closings on the resi-
dential side of Lamorinda real estate. The re-
cent softening of interest rates did not help
increase the number of closings over the last
several months due to a continued lack of
supply. The recent changes in how real estate
agents might be compensated has not really
affected things in areas of high prices like
Lamorinda.

Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors
statistics reported from July 1 through Sep-
tember 30, 2024, 69 single-family homes
closed in Lafayette which was consistent
with the 66 in the year ago quarter and be-
low the 85 that closed in the third quarter of
2022.

Sales prices ranged from $705,000 to
$8,495,000. The average number of days on
market was 27--almost identical to the year
ago when it was 26. The average sales price
was $2,339,175, a solid increase from 3Q
2023 when it was $2,198,109. This is the
highest quarterly price average in Lafayette
ever. In 2022 it was $2,273,646. In 2021 it was
$2,067,747. In this same quarter in 2020 it
was $1,972,380.

In Moraga, the number of single-family
closings was 31, up from a year ago when it
was 25. Prices ranged from $1,022,000 to
$3,197,000. The average sales price was
down at $1,922,527. In the same period a
year ago it was $2,094,182. This was an in-
crease from $1,890,272 in 2022. In 2021 it
was $1,993,792. The average marketing time
was 27 days, up from 15 days a year ago.

In Orinda, the number of single-family
closings rose to 63, up from 48 last year. Sales
prices ranged from $875,000 to $4,800,000
with an average price of $2,120,476. In this
quarter last year, it was $2,265,458...close to
30Q2022 when it was $2,243,571. It took an av-
erage of 26 days to expose a home to the
market this last quarter. One year ago, it took
20 days.

In the third quarter of this year, on an av-
erage price per square foot basis, Lafayette
detached single-family homes sold at $834.12
... essentially the same as last year’s $835.79.

Moraga homes sold for $780.77, down from
$822.43. In Orinda it was $791.24. A year ago,
it was $821.29.

The biggest change came in the area of
list price versus sales price. In Lafayette, the
average sales price was again 102% of the fi-
nal asking price like in this quarter of 2023.
In Moraga, it was just over 100% of asking
and in Orinda it was just over 102%.

This is likely a factor of sellers realizing
that they needed to be more realistic in pric-
ing and buyers understanding that there
were fewer buyers to compete with so they
were not as aggressive in their offers.

On the Oakland/Berkeley side of the hills,
many agents have still been asking far below
the market value of homes in order to gener-
ate the multiple offers and the sales prices
well above asking. Often this has failed to
work, so they raise the asking price and call
the list price “Transparent.” This phenome-
non (sometimes knows as “Teaser Pricing”) is
not as prevalent in Lamorinda.

In Lafayette, 41 of the 69 sales sold at or
above the final listing price. A year ago, it
was 40 of the 66. In Moraga, 14 of the 31
sales sold at or above asking. A year ago, it
was 16 of the 22 sold. In Orinda it was 35 of
63 and a year ago it was 28 of 48.

In the condominium/town home cate-
gory, Lafayette had seven closings reported
to the MLS. They were priced from $685,179
to $1,498,000. Moraga had 13, down from 17
a year ago. Sales prices ranged from $463,125
to $1,625,000. Orinda had four sales from
$535,000 to $1,600,000.

As of October 6, 2024, there were 58
pending sales in the three communities com-
bined. A year ago, there were 50 pending
sales per the MLS. The asking prices for the
pending single family detached homes range
from $1,098,000 to $5,850,000. It should be
pointed out that there are no “Potential Short
Sales” or foreclosures that are currently
pending although this trend may change.

It is interesting to note that of the 58
pending sales in the area, 10 received accept-
able offers in the first six days of October.
That is an average of almost two per day.

925-377-0977

Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024

Usually many of the sales are completed
prior to the start of school. Depending upon
how many of the homes are being purchased
by families with children who are new to
Lamorinda, it may impact certain grades at
the elementary level.

Inventory, however, is finally starting to
rise. When looking at the available homes of
all types in Lamorinda, there are 123 homes
listed in the MLS. In Lafayette there are 52
homes on the market as of October 6 and
there were 36 at this time one year ago.

In Moraga buyers have their choice of 32
properties, up from the 20 properties a year
ago.

Orinda inventory has increased to 39 cur-
rently available up from 23 one year ago.

Current asking prices range from
$450,000 for a Moraga condo to $25,000,000
for a Lafayette property.

At the high end, 22 homes closed above
$3,000,000 in the three communities com-
bined during the quarter—up from 17 one
year ago.

There are 30 currently available above
this amount...a year ago there were 19.

You also have a lot of homeowners who
refinanced when rates were very low and
are reluctant to sell their homes because they
do not want to have to give up this “cheap
money” and buy something to pay 6% or
more. This will help limit supply.

And, some buyers are in the market to
buy anything, regardless of the interest rates.
They feel that if rates fall, two things will
happen...more buyers will be back in the
buyer pool AND if rates go down...they will
just refinance again.

We are still seeing Oakland, San Fran-
cisco, Silicon Valley, and Peninsula agents
representing buyers in their purchase of
Lamorinda homes. They are coming from
higher priced areas and have more available
equity to use in Lamorinda.

Corporate relocation has also increased
as more workers who were working re-
motely from their old locations are now mov-
ing to work in the destination offices.



Shannon Conner
925.980.3829

Shannon@ShannonConner.com
ShannonConner.com

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates

ASSOCIATES

. 78 Shuey Dr. Moraga

Turn-key
gemin
Moraga

Exceptional Rancher on a

trick-or-treat street!

The Specs

4 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 2203 SF. | .38 ACRES | $1,875,000

To schedule a t Sh

Conner.

Single-level

Remodeled kitchen and bathrooms
Open kitchen/family room

Formal living and dining rooms
Favorite Moraga neighborhood!
Views, views, views!!

925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.



’* VANGUARD PROPERTIES | EAST BAY

LISTINGS FOR SALE

v

248 PULIDO ROAD

DANVILLE

$1,649,000
925.639.1575

3BED | 2.5 BATH | 1,788 SQ. FT.

JULIA KAZANSTEV

"We KNOW where the good ones are.

KELLY

CRAWFORD
TEAM

We GO where the oood ones arel :

3BED | 2.5 BATH | 1,763 5Q. FT.
ANN LOVI

$1,149,000
510.332.5747

WALNUT CREEK

$480,000
925.639.1575

1305 BOULEVARD WAY, NO. 314

2BED | 2BATH | 1,046 SQ.FT.
JULIA KAZANSTEV

2715 KINNEY DRIVE LAFAYETTE

4 BED | 3 BATH | BUILDER'S OWN HOME
KELLY CRAWFORD

Sold for $3,250,000
925.998.5599

Sale P(_"n(linggl
3303 BERTA LANE

LAFAYETTE

3BED | 2BATH | 1,296 SQ. FT.
KELLY CRAWFORD

$1,495,000
925.998.5599

BEV ARNOLD 925.788.8516
MICHELE MCKAY OMAR KHAN BEV ARNOLD KELLY CRAWFORD Béiﬁgg‘g&iT
925.482.4116 925.705.1609 925.788.8516 925.998.5599
DRE# #019024646 DRE# 02139271 DRE# 01154860 DRE# 01327015 ggEEZEL?j;g:

VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM




THINKING OF MAKING A MOVLE?

A‘W ST ";..'(‘.

3BED | 2HALF | 1,3805Q.FT $1,095,000
GLENNIE KRAMER-BAKER 415.535.2996

r R LR e

1132 STUDEBAKER ROAD - = " " = LAFAVETTE

5BED | 3BATH | 2,3305Q. FT. $1,895,000
KELLY CRAWFORD 925.998.5599

3 SIERRA COURT, MORAGA
3BED | 2BATH | 2,700+ SQ.FT.
OFFERED AT $1,749,900

RN

il

1063 SUNRISE-RIPDGE DRIVE LAFAYETTE

4 BED | 3.5BATH | 3,6155Q.FT. $2,245,000
KELLY CRAWFORD 925.998.5599
JEANNETTE BETTENCOURT 925.787.3464

KELLY CRAWFORD VANGUARD TOP PRODUCER 2023

VANGUARD
PROPERTIES
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Endless Summer

A bee savors the lavender blossoms.

... continued from Page OH1

Fill these Go-Bags with all the necessities you, your family, and your pets
will need for three days, including water, protein bars, a first-aid kit, med-
ications, masks, gloves, extra chargers, blankets, change of clothes, jacket,
socks, headlamp, and a flash drive with your important documents, pho-
tos, or other digital items that you don’t have in the cloud.

When working in your yard, on red-flag days, scorching hot or windy
days, refrain from using any equipment that could cause a spark: lawn-
mower, weed whacker, or chainsaw. Do not ignite a fire pit, cook over an
open flame, vape, or smoke outdoors. Be fire-safe.

In September articles, I discussed how to prepare your soil for fall
plantings (Prescription to Plant:
https://lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue1815/Digging-Deep-with-
Goddess-Gardener-Cynthia-Brian-Prescription-to-Plant.html) and also sug-
gested plants that are deer resistant, (Dear Deer!
https://www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue1816/Digging-Deep-with-
Goddess-Gardener-Cynthia-Brian-Dear-Deer.html). But how do we move
forward in an endless summer of heat and heavy winds?

Many salvias are California natives.

Photos Cyntl‘ua Brian

The answer is to keep your landscape appropriately watered so that
established plants and trees don’t perish. WAIT to plant anything until the
weather cools. The soil will still be warm, but the air temperatures will be
lower. In this scenario, with minimal watering, the roots can establish
themselves and be less stressed.

If you are considering reseeding your lawn or adding sod, start
preparing the soil. Turn the soil six inches, mix in compost, then WAIT for
chillier weather. Double-check your irrigation system to make sure that
your sprinklers will reach every part of your grass. If you are ordering
sod, start now researching the type of grass you want to install and get a
quote from a reputable landscaper or grower. In the past few weeks, I had
to replace my irrigation controllers. I hired my handyman from Honey-
Homes to help me. I also repositioned several sprinkler lines. Thankfully,
everything is working perfectly now after several years of pulling hoses. If
you need help, this company has qualified service people in Lamorinda
and you can get a major discount with my code https://honeyh.me/eXEn.
As soon as the weather cools, I'll be reseeding and overseeding, knowing
that when I turn on a sprinkle, it will work.

.. continued on Page OH9
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... continued from Page OH8

Drought-tolerant plants to consider for fall:

If you’ve been perusing my garden columns, you already have a
list of deer-resistant plants and know how to prepare the soil with
mulch and drainage that retains moisture without waterlogging.
Here are a few of my favorite low-water options that can be planted
before the winter cold arrives and after our endless summer has
ceased. Remember, no matter how drought-tolerant a plant is, every
plant needs some water. California natives will be the most tolerant,
conserving more water and requiring less maintenance. Many na-
tives are also deer-resistant.

Natives: Other Drought-Tolerant
Manzanita Plants:
California Poppy Lavender
California lilac Aloe Vera
(ceanothus) Echeveria
Muhly grass Barberry
Pink flowering currant Sedum
Blue-eyes grass Russian Sage
Salvia Feather Reed Grass
Yarrow Black-eyed Susan
California fuchsia Pride of Madeira
Blue elderberry Stonecrop
Shaw’s Agave Succulents

Cacti

Many wildflowers

which use minimal water.

... continued on Page OH10
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE

Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists <+ License #655977

(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

AAAAA

RENT@SPACE
Store It Yourself & Save

P¥ @W(lue) (@) RENTE)SPACE

Hours of Operaﬁon Store It Yourself & Sove
Mon-Sat 9am -6pm 455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F
Sunday 10am-4pm (925) 643-2026

www.5Aspace.com
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Endless Summer

“ ‘i - .
If you have the space, Pride of Madeira is a gorgeous statement
shrub.

... continued from Page OH9

For a flash of annual border color, buy pansies. They use relatively lit-
tle water, are low maintenance, and provide beauty in the winter.

You can create a beautiful and sustainable landscape with native and
drought-tolerant plants. Biodiversity is increased, and you’ll cultivate a
garden that will thrive in arid and water-scarce conditions. Save every
drop of water by putting a bucket in your shower or a bowl near your
sinks. I use the water for my indoor plants and patio potted plants. If you
want to go the extra mile, install a rain catcher or barrel to collect the wa-

Barrel collecting rain water

Photos Cynthia Brian

ter from downspouts.

On a positive sunny note, my tomato plants are enjoying this end-
less summer. They have mingled with my Jacobinia Justica Carnea
and continue to sprout new flowers which will provide me with
tomatoes for a few more months.

As we look forward to a magnificent autumn, catch a gardening
wave in this endless summer! Soon enough, the funeral anthem of a
dying year will be playing, and we’ll be longing to surf the sunshine
again.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing!
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HUnITy News Dehvered To Your Home

Be the Star You Are!®, the Nonprofit of the Year,

celebrated its 25th anniversary as a 501 ¢3 with a
ribbon cutting with volunteers and officials.

“Thanks to those who said hello and bought
books at the Pear Festival,” exclaims Cynthia
Brian

For more gardening advice for all seasons, check out
Growing with the Goddess Gardener at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/books. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia Brian is a New York
Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker,
media and writing coach as well as the Founder and
Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 ¢3 which
was just honored as the 2024 Nonprofit of the Year by the
Moraga Chamber of Commerce. Tune into Cynthia’s
StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com.
Her newest children’s picture book, Books in the
Barnyard: Oh Deer!, from the series, Stella Bella’s
Barnyard Adventures is available at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store, Hire Cynthia
for writing projects, garden consults, and inspirational
lectures. Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
https:/f/www.CynthiaBrian.com
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Drainage Systems

» Standing Water Problems

Eliminated
e Sump Pump Service,
Repairs & Replacement {\ .
* Drainage DEAINAC‘!E

Inspections & Reports RAINWATER CONTROL PROS

* Retaining Wall
etaining Walls © po 925-944-5263
ESEE CER  aromogeproneom

A+ rated 512288

McDonnell &@ Nursery

25% off Perennials, Trees and Shrubs
Also find special pricing on

select garden decor.

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way - (925) 254-3713 « Open Wednesday - Sunday




LAMORINDA’'S LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE FIRM

-

60 Coachwood Terrace, Orinda
7 Bd | 5.5 Ba | 6602 Sqft | $6,995,000
This secluded property offers views & a

European vibe w/ close to town convenience &
excellent schools!

188 Lombardy Lane, Orinda
5 Bd | 4 Ba | 3948 Sgft | $3,350,000

Fabulous home in coveted Sleepy Hollow w/a
wonderful floor plan 8 spectacular private
backyard!

76 La Cuesta Road, Orinda
3Bd |2 Ba| 1762 Sqgft | $1,395,000
Va-Va-Views! This stylishly updated Orinda

home is immersed in nature & a peaceful
escape, yet right in town

122 Ascot Court Unit C, Moraga
1 Bd | 1 Ba | 858 Sqft | $455,000
Sweet unit w/ updated kitchen/bath, in-unit

laundry & a sunny deck overlooking verdant
views!

27 Orinda View Road, Orinda
5 Bd | 5.5 Ba | 5335 Sqft | $5,150,000

This private retreat is above it all offering
unobstructed sweeping views out nearly every
window!

108 Oak Road, Orinda
4 Bd | 3 Ba | 3377 Sqft | $2,995,000

Built in 2000 & nestled in one of Orinda's close
to town neighborhoods, this bright spacious
home has everything you are looking for!

3930 Quail Ridge Road, Lafayette
4 Bd | 25 Ba | 3771 Sqft | $2.850,000

Stylish retreat in Happy Valley hills offers a
sparkling pool, wine room, greenhouse & views
from every room all on 1+ acre!

1200 Leisure Lane Unit 4, Walnut Creek
2 Bd | 1 Ba | 1262 Sqft | $450,000
Bright, charming condo conveniently nestled

within the vibrant & serene community of
Rossmoor.

291 Monte Vista Ridge Road, Orinda
5 Bd | 4.5 Ba | 5576 Sqft | $4,250,000

This exquisite home combines luxury, comfort,
quality, privacy, & convenience to SF & top tier
Orinda schools.

11 Idyll Court, Orinda
6+ Bd | 45 Ba | 4020 Sqft | $2,695,000

Located at the end of a cul-de-sac on a
generous .67 acre, this home enjoys over 4000
sqft of living w/ a pool & sports court!

3580 Boyer Circle, Lafayette
3 Bd | 2 Ba | 2158 Sqft | $1,795,000

Beautifully sited on a large, level lot featuring
views of Mt. Diablo & the surrounding hills, this
mid-century home offers privacy & remarkable
indoor-outdoor living.

6681 Charing Cross Road, Oakland
3 Bd | 25 Ba | 2199 Sqft | $1,295,000

This sleek Hiller Highlands townhome
seamlessly combines comfort & style w/ its
functional split-level design

The Village Associates:

523 Miner Road, Orinda
5 Bd | 4 Ba | 3945 Sqft | $3,750,000

Experience |uxury living in this modern
architecture masterpiece, designed by Bud
Evenson & stylishly remodeled in 2015

258 Glorietta Blvd, Orinda
3 Bd | 2 Ba | 1846 Sqft | $1,650,000

Charming & cheerful single-level home in 2
most loved Orinda neighborhood!

New Listing!

78 Shuey Drive, Moraga
4 Bd | 2 Ba | 2203 Sqft | $1,875,000

This home is the total package: stunning
design, epic views, & endless opportunity to
make it your own!

201 Hidden Creek Court, Martinez
3 Bd | 2.5 Ba | 1382 Sqft | $640,000
This darling condo has an open floor plan

featuring a large living room & front/backyard
patios perfect for entertaining or relaxing!

24 La Campana Road, Orinda
4 Bd | 3 Ba | 3858 Sqft | $3,495,000

In the heart of the OCC neighborhood, this
custom home offers breathtaking views from
the glass walled verandal

152 Ravenhill Road, Orinda
3 Bd | 3 Ba | 2546 Sqft | $1,550,000

Located in the prestigious Orindawoods
development this 3 bd/ 3 ba, modern light-
filled townhome is stunningly updated & has it
alll

655 Augusta Drive, Moraga
2 Bd | 3.5 Ba | 2352 Sqft | $1,495,000
This lovely townhome situated in desirable MCC

offers vaulted ceilings & French doors leading
to a patio perfect for entertaining!

1167 Kaski Lane, Concord
4 Bd | 3 Ba | 2237 Sqft | $1,749,000

e -

Fall in love with this beautifully updated, single-
level home w/ an ideal layout!
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