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On November 8, Lafayette vot-

ers decided the fate of Meas-

ure G, the $89 parcel tax for a

maximum of ten years that would

have funded road and storm drain

repairs.  Proponents were hopeful

that it would pass due to an exten-

sive outreach campaign and because

there was little organized opposi-

tion.

      

Although the measure received

a majority of votes, 57% in favor, it

needed 66% + 1 to pass.    This is the

third strike for road repairs; voters

also missed the two-thirds threshold

in 2004 and 2007.

      

Measure G Co-Chair Guy At-

wood considered the options,

“There are alternatives, but none of

them are particularly viable. One

thing the City needs to consider is

whether to let the good roads go and

put all their available funds into fix-

ing the failed roads. People living on

failed roads have had to endure their

roads not being fixed for many

years, and they should not have to

do so forever. I am not recommend-

ing this approach, as it has a greater

long term financial cost to the com-

munity, but it needs to be thoroughly

considered. Other options could in-

clude cutting City services.”

      

At a recent City Council Meet-

ing Mayor Carl Anduri discussed

next steps.  As part of the proposed

tax, the City Council agreed to con-

tribute $3 million from General Re-

serve Funds to help address the

asphalt infrastructure problem, but

the funds were contingent on the

measure passing.  Although nothing

was decided, the Council agreed it

needs to look at the issue broadly.  

      

As reported in the June 8, 2011

issue of the Lamorinda Weekly, the

city has a whopping $9.8 million in

the General Reserve account, the

equivalent to 86% of General Fund

expenditures, substantially over the

City Council's target of 50%.

Whether they choose to spend it on

roads is unknown at this time.

      

The Mayor asked City Engineer

Tony Coe to give a quick snapshot

of where the city stands today on the

road repair problem.  “For 2012,

$2.95 million has already been ap-

proved for road repair,” said Coe.

He explained that Lafayette received

more gas tax than originally antici-

pated, but despite the additional

funds it will still have 81 failed

roads remaining at the end of 2012.  

      

Looking forward to the five year

Capital Improvement Plan – he es-

timates known road funding to be $9

million, that’s enough to fix 18 roads

and take on 15 more with stop gap

measures – a less expensive rubber-

ized seal to be used exclusively on

the end of cul de sacs.  That would

still leave scores of residents living

on failed roads.  “It’s just not fair,”

said Anduri.
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Pathway Project Dead on
Arrival at Council Meeting
... continued from page A3 

     

Consultants from Alta Plan-

ning segmented the proposed proj-

ect into three phases to be

completed over time and sug-

gested most of the total $6 million

construction cost could be paid by

grants. However, because grants

generally do not pay for on-going

maintenance, the City of Lafayette

would have to find a way to come

up with approximately $1 million

per year for upkeep.  Potential op-

tions for funding maintenance of

the path were outlined, but the City

Council felt none were viable.

     

Discussion about the feasibility

study was short and to the point.

“It’s a lot of money to get some-

thing that’s not going to get a lot of

use – I don’t see a whole lot of

benefit,” said Council Member

Mike Anderson, who also was

concerned that the east-west trail

wouldn’t serve many Lafayette

residents who are usually heading

north and south from the BART

station.

     

Council Member Brandt An-

derson noted how valuable it is to

have the study complete, “but it

still comes down to cost/benefit

analysis.”  To get an ADA accessi-

ble pathway, Council Member

Don Tatzin pointed out, you only

have to go a block down from the

proposed path to the lovely wide,

relatively flat sidewalks along Mt.

Diablo Boulevard.  

Measure G Falls – Now What?
By Cathy Tyson

Despite a valiant effort by propo-
nents, only 3,683 Lafayette residents
voted "Yes on G," not enough to pass
the $89 parcel tax.         Photo C. Tyson 
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The Town’s new web site was

one of the highlights of Men-

donca’s comments regarding im-

proved communication between

the Town and its residents, along

with the successful ‘Ask the

Mayor and Town Manager’

monthly open meetings that she

initiated last May. 

     

Finally, the venue itself, at

Saint Mary’s College, illustrated

Mendonca’s goal of enhancing

partnerships.   

     

The mayor also rejoiced that

Council meetings had, by and

large, remained civil even when

animated.

     

Mendonca added an image-

filled list of the events that bring

residents together, and showed a

short movie by Grant Stubble-

field, of Neighborhood Comput-

ers, which he entered in the

Chamber of Commerce’s video

contest – Why I Love my Town.

His message was simple, “Why

we love Moraga?  It’s the people!”

     

The movie served as a natural

transition to the volunteer recog-

nition ceremony.  “The last time

this was done was in March of

2009 during a separate event,”

said McInturf, “so it was time we

recognize the past service of our

volunteers.”  Council members

took turns calling up the volun-

teers who served on the Town’s

committees, commissions, task

forces, and teams.  Each of them

received a certificate provided by

the office of Supervisor Gayle

Uilkema.  

Beyond the State of  the
Town Address
... continued from page A4

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your
community. Send a letter to the editor: 

letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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CAN’T STOMACH THE MARKET VOLATILITY  
WITH ALL YOUR RETIREMENT SAVINGS? 

  Protect a portion of your retirement savings from future market dips. 

  
Why not meet with us for 30 minutes to see  
if a Fixed Index Annuity (FIA) is right for you! 

    

FIA’s offer: 

• Full protection of principal from market volatility 
• Steady and predictable income for life 
• Tax deferral to accumulate savings quicker 

Annuities are designed to meet long-term needs for retirement income. 
Early withdrawals may result in loss of principal and credited interest  
due to surrender charges. 

Any distributions are subject to ordinary income tax and, if taken prior  

 

Annuities are designed to meet long-term needs for retirement income. 
Early withdrawals may result in loss of principal and credited interest  
due to surrender charges. 
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AT HOME

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and

enhance our client’s quality of life
on a daily basis.

• Fully bonded and insured
• Geriatric care management
• Hourly care     
• Live-in care
• Transportation to and from

medical appointments
• Medication reminders 

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette
(beside Trader Joe’s)

www.excellentcareathome.com
Call to schedule a free assessment and plan care review.    925-284-1213




