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Orinda

Civic News
Public Meetings

City Council

Special Meeting

Tuesday, November 29, 7:00 pm
Regular Meeting:

Tuesday, December 6, 7:00 pm

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, December 13, at 7:00 pm
Regular Meeting Library Auditorium
Tuesday, December 13, at 6:00 pm
Workshop Garden Room, Library,
26 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District
Monday, December 12, 6:00 pm
OUSD Office

8 Altarinda Road, Orinda

www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

PPOLICE
Police Report

What’s the Dope on These
Two? 11/14/11

Guys, listen up: ya gotta drive
carefully if you’re doing some-
thing illegal, ‘cause the cops will
find out when they pull you over.
A perfect example: two male sus-
pects stopped for driving with ex-
pired plates were found to be in
the company of methadone smok-
ing devises, scales, meth and 100
small baggies of marijuana. They
were transported to Martinez De-
tention Facility, where they were
booked on a variety of charges.

Good Intentions, Bad Idea,
11/14/11

A brown Jeep parked off Camino
Pablo was found with its engine
running and lights on. The driver,
a 52-year old male, was found
asleep at the wheel. Apparently,
he was trying to sleep one off after
admittedly “having a beer...ear-
lier this morning.” The problem
was that this man was already on
probation. Even though he only
blew .047, he was arrested for vi-
olating parole and taken to Mar-
tinez Detention Facility.
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www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Wednesday, November 23, 2011

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

Happy Thanksgiving
and Happy Holidays,

to our Friends, Neighbors

and Clients.
We Thank You for Your

Referrals and Support.
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City

Regarding Roads

Special Meeting scheduled for November 29, 2011

By Laurie Snyder
rinda City Council, as a fol-
low-up to its October 18th
Roads Workshop and Roads Sub-
committee meetings, will gather to-
gether in a special session
November 29th to continue the
conversation regarding Orinda’s
roads and drainage systems. The
meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. in
the auditorium of the Orinda Li-
brary.
As part of their discussions,

Council members will consider
giving staff the go ahead to identify
and contract with an independent
public opinion polling company to
gauge the mood of Orinda residents
as they did prior to previous, unsuc-
cessful road improvement-related
ballot initiatives.

The Council commissioned a
poll in 2009, when FM3 (Fairbank,
Maslin, Maullin, Metz & Associates)
was paid $16,220 to prepare the poll,

conduct the field work, and prepare
final reports for the City Council.
The culminating report, which was
delivered to the City in February
2010, is available on the City of
Lafayette’s web site:
http://1afayette.waterware.com/do-
cushare/dsweb/Get/Document-
3832/0rinda%202010%20Survey.pdf.

According to the agenda for the
November 29th meeting, if the Coun-
cil authorizes a new poll, its Roads

Council May Re-Poll Residents

Subcommittee members will then
work with City staff and the polling
firm to draft wording for the questions
to be asked of Orindans. That word-
ing would include questions regard-
ing the Council’s proposed funding
strategies for repairing and maintain-
ing Orinda’s roads and drainage sys-
tems moving forward, as well as an
assessment of residents’ opinions of
the general level of service provided
by the City.

City Council to Consider Extending Eden Housing

Agreement
By Laurie Snyder

den Housing, Inc., the non-

profit organization selected by
the Orinda City Council to create an
affordable senior housing develop-
ment on the site of Orinda’s old li-
brary, returns to the Council’s agenda
on November 29. Council members
will vote on approving Eden’s request
for a one-year extension of its Exclu-
sive Right to Negotiate (ERN) Agree-
ment with the City.

The original agreement, approved
on a 4-1 vote a year ago (with Steve
Glazer opposing), is set to expire on
December 14, 2011. Council mem-
bers and Orinda residents learned at
the November 1st Council meeting
that Eden Housing is unable to com-
plete the Disposition, Development,
and Loan Agreement (DDLA) asso-
ciated with the project because it is
currently working to secure additional
financing.

Upon the Council’s approval of
the one-year ERN extension, Eden
would receive a guarantee from the
City that it will not discuss or negoti-
ate development of the old library site
with anyone other than Eden during
that time. The City would receive a
commitment from Eden to diligently

pursue the project.

City staff anticipates that there
will be no fiscal impact to the City
with the granting of the ERN Agree-
ment extension.

In preparation for the Council’s
consideration of the issue the Coun-
cil’s Senior Housing Subcommittee,
composed of Mayor Victoria Smith
and Council Member Amy Worth,
met with City staff and Eden repre-
sentatives last week to discuss the
proposed extension. Woody Karp,
Senior Project Developer, and Joyce
Glass, Karp’s counsel on the project,
represented Eden Housing, Inc.

Participants at the Subcommittee
meeting also discussed the City’s plan
to contact an appraiser to determine if
the former library property at 2 Irwin
Way, which is slated to be used as the
senior housing site, needs to be reap-
praised. Concerns have been raised by
Orinda residents that the property’s
value may have changed with recent
real estate market fluctuations and
have asked for a review. Staff mem-
bers concurred with Subcommittee
members Smith and Worth that a
reappraisal would be prudent.

Karp agreed and advised the group

that, in order for Eden to continue to
meet the target dates associated with
the applications he will be making for
funding and tax credits, any updated
appraisal would need to be completed
prior to the Christmas holidays.

Karp also briefed Council mem-
bers and staff on the latest difficulties
being faced by Eden and other senior
housing developers in light of the fed-
eral government’s recent 39 percent
and 12 percent cuts to its HOME In-
vestments Partnerships Program
(HOME) and Community Develop-
ment Block Grants (CDBG) initia-
tives, respectively. Karp will be
requesting a combined $2.5 million
from both of these funding sources in
support of the Orinda senior housing
project, and said that he has been
working hard to build a strong case
with the Affordable Housing Program
Manager in the County’s Department
of Conservation and Development,
who helps to develop recommenda-
tions for the Board of Supervisors
concerning the allocation of CDBG
and HOME funds.

Because Contra Costa County
has only been awarded an allocation
of $4 million in affordable housing
development funds by the federal

government on average each year, the
County’s allocation review process
has traditionally been a competitive
one. It has become even more chal-
lenging with the struggling economy,
making Eden’s planning with the
County more complex and contribut-
ing to its need to adjust its timelines
for the Exclusive Right to Negotiate
(ERN) Agreement and the DDLA.

In closing, Smith and Worth re-
flected on the project’s history and
observed that, with the myriad details
over the years regarding design and
funding, it is important for all con-
cerned to remember the true focus of
the project — the seniors who will ul-
timately benefit from having afford-
able senior housing that offers
services which enable them to con-
tinue to live full lives.

All in attendance agreed, as Karp
stated, “Our goal is that the people in
place age gracefully.”

Orinda residents wanting to view
the Exclusive Right to Negotiate
(ERN) Agreement will find a copy at-
tached to Item G-8 of the materials
which will be reviewed by the City
Council during its November 29th
meeting on the Citys web site:
www.ci.orinda.ca.us.

Head Frog Mo Williams

The one-call plumber

Gas, Water & Sewer

* Emergency service
* Repairs & installation

* Video sewer inspection

* Copper re-piping
* Preventive checkups
* Bath remodels

* Water heater specialist

Tank, Tankless, Hybrid

Holiday times

are a joy...

but they can
overload your
plumbing!

Mo says now is

the time to prepare,
prevent and protect!

LeapFrog Loot

$89 off

Earthquake (gas)
safety valve.”

eapFrog Loot
$59 off

installation of a

garbage disposer
EEEEEEEEEES

LeapFrog Loot
$200 off
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*1 coupon per service, exp. 12/21/11

We Hop To It!

FAMILY-OWNED &
SERVING LAMORINDA
SINCE 1993

green solutions!
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925377 6600 3

CA Lic
929641

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

BAD

INC.

Bay Area
Drainage, Inc.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Sump Pumps

e Underfloor Drains
e Downspout Systems
e Subdrain Systems

e Retaining Walls
e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

92503779209 (@

visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com
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